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of the Code of Civil Procedure. Eg., Section 17 provides "the 
singular number includes the plural and the plural the 
singular. " 

§ 511.020. Complaint 

511.020. "Complaint" includes a cross-complaint. 

§ 511.030. 

511.030. 
Defendant 

"Defendant" includes a cross-defendant. 

§ 511.040. Farm products 

511.040. "Farm products" means crops or livestock or 
supplies used or produced in farming operations or 
products of crops or livestock in their unmanufactured 
states (such as ginned cotton, wool clip, maple syrup, 
honey, milk, and eggs) while in the possession of a 
defendant engaged in raising, fattening, grazing, or other 
farming operations. If tangible personal property is a farm 
product, it is not inventory. 

Comment. Section 511.040 is based on the definition of "farm 
products" provided by Section 9109 of the Commercial Code. 
Section 9109 provides in part: 

9109. Goods are ... "farm products" if they are crops 
or livestock or supplies used or produced in farming 
operations or if they are products of crops or livestock in 
their unmanufactured states (such as ginned cotton, wool 
clip, maple sirup, honey, milk and eggs), and if they are in 
the possession of a debtor engaged in raising, fattening, 
grazing or other farming operations. If goods are farm 
products they are neither equipment nor inventory. . . . 

Inventory is defined by Section 511.050. A definition of 
"equipment" is unnecessary. Farm products and inventory are 
defined only because the terms are used in connection with 
provisions which permit sale of such property in the ordinary 
course of business despite the issuance of a temporary 
restraining order. See Section 513.020. Equipment would not by 
its nature usually be sold in the ordinary course of business and 
is not, therefore, included in the exception permitting transfer. 
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§ 511.050. Inventory 

511.050. "Inventory" means tangible personal 
property in the possession of a defendant who holds it for 
sale or lease or to be furnished under contracts of service. 

Comment. Section 511.050 is based on the definition of 
"inventory" provided by Section 9109 of the Commercial Code. 
Section 9109 provides in part: 

9109. Goods are ... "inventory" if they are held by a 
person who holds them for sale or lease or to be furnished 
under contracts of service or if he has leased or so furnished 
them, or if they are raw materials, work in process or 
materials used or consumed in a business. Inventory of a 
person is not to be classified as his equipment. 

The phrase "or if he has leased or so furnished them" has been 
deleted to make clear that inventory under this title is limited 
to property in the possession of the defendant. See also 
Comment to Section 511.040. The phrase "raw materials, work 
in process, or materials used or consumed in" the defendant's 
business has also been deleted. This property would not be sold 
in the ordinary course of business anyway; hence, it does not 
need to be included in the exception permitting transfer. See 
Sections 511.040 and 513.020 and Comments thereto. 

§ 511.060. Judicial officer 

511.060. "Judicial officer" means any judge or any 
commissioner or other officer appointed by the trial court 
to perform the duties required by this chapter. 

Comment. Section 511.060 defines "judicial officer" as the 
term is used in this chapter. Notwithstanding Section 259 of this 
code, a commissioner appointed by the trial court may perform 
any of the judicial duties required by this chapter. See, e.g., 
Sections 512.070 (issuance of order directing transfer) and 
513.010 (issuance of temporary restraining order). 

§ 511.070. Levying officer 

511.070. "Levying officer" means the sheriff, 
constable, or marshal who is directed to execute a writ of 
possession issued under this chapter. 
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§ 511.080. Person 

511.080. "Person" includes an individual, a 
corporation, a partnership or other unincorporated 
association, and a public entity. 

§ 511.090. Plaintiff 

511.090. "Plaintiff' means a person who files a 
complaint or cross-complaint. 

§ 511.100. Probable validity 

511.100. A claim has "probable validity" where it is 
more likely than not that the plaintiff will obtain a 
judgment against the defendant on that claim. 

Comment. Section 511.100 requires that, at the hearing on the 
application for a writ, the plaintiff must at least establish a prima 
facie case. If the defendant makes an appearance, the judicial 
officer must then consider the relative merits of the positions of 
the respective parties and make a determination of the 
probable outcome of the litigation. 

§ 511.110. Public entity 

511.110. "Public entity" includes the state, the Regents 
of the University of California, a county, city, district, 
public authority, public agency, and any other political 
subdivision or public corporation in the state. 

Comment. Section 511.110 adopts the language of the 
definition found in Section 811.2 of the Government Code. 

Article 2. Writ of Possession 

§ 512.010. Application for writ of possession 

512.010. (a) Upon the filing of the complaint or at any 
time thereafter, the plaintiff may apply pursuant to this 
chapter for a writ of possession by filing a written 
application for the writ with the court in which the action 
is brought. 

(b) The application shall be executed under oath and 
shall include all of the following: 

(1) A showing of the basis of the plaintiffs claim and 
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that the plaintiff is entitled to possession of the property 
claimed. If the basis of the plaintiffs claim is a written 
instrument, a copy of the instrument shall be attached. 

(2) A showing that the property is wrongfully detained 
by the defendant, of the manner in which the defendant 
came into possession of the property, and, according to the 
best knowledge, information, and belief of the plaintiff, of 
the reason for the detention. 

(3) A particular description of the property and a 
statement of its value. 

(4) A statement, according to the best knowledge, 
information, and belief of the plaintiff, of the location of 
the property and, if the property, or some part of it, is 
within a private place which may have to be entered to 
take possession, a showing that there is probable cause to 
believe that such property is located there. 

(5) A statement that the property has not been taken 
for a tax, assessment, or fine, pursuant to a statute; or 
seized under an execution against the property of the 
plaintiff; or, if so seized, that it is by statute exempt from 
such seizure. 

(c) The requirements of subdivision (b) may be 
satisfied by one or more affidavits filed with the 
application. 

Comment. Subdivision (a) of Section 512.010 is based on 
former Section 509. However, subdivision (a) enlarges slightly 
the period during which the plaintiff may claim the delivery of 
property and removes the ambiguous reference to "before 
trial." After judgment, the plaintiff will, if necessary, enforce his 
judgment by writ of execution. See Section 684. 

Subdivision (b) of Section 512.010 requires the plaintiff to file 
a separate application for claim and delivery supported by 
affidavit or verified complaint. Under former law, this was not 
clear and it appeared that a claim could be made by verified 
complaint alone. See former Section 510. 

Subdivision (b) is based on subdivision (a) of former Section 
510. Paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) eliminates as a separate 
ground for repossession a showing of ownership. Compare 
paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 510. A plaintiff could 
be an "owner" in the broad sense of the word and not be 
entitled to possession. For example, a lessor of personal 
property where there has been no default by the lessee could 
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be considered the "owner" of the property but not be entitled 
to possession. Paragraph (1) focuses simply on the ultimate issue 
of the right to possession. 

Paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) continues without 
substantive change the provisions of paragraph (2) of 
subdivision (a) of former Section 510. 

Paragraphs (3) and (4) of subdivision (b) are based on the 
provisions of paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of former Section 
510. Paragraph (4), however, adds the requirement that, where 
the property is in a "private place," the plaintiff establish that 
there is probable cause to believe that the property is located 
there. See Section 512.060 (b). The term "private place" is that 
used by the California Supreme Court in Blair v. Pitchess, 5 Cal. 
3d 258, 270-276, 486 P.2d 1242, 1250-1255,96 Cal. Rptr. 42,50-55 
(1971). Such showing may be based on information and belief, 
but the judicial officer must be presented with facts sufficient 
to show that the information and the informant are credible and 
reliable. See Aguilar v. Texas, 378 U.S. 108 (1964). See also 
Comment to Section 516.030. 

Paragraph (5) of subdivision (b) continues without 
substantive change the provisions of paragraph (4) of 
subdivision (a) of former Section 510. 

Subdivision (c) makes clear that the application required by 
this section may be supported by a separate affidavit or 
affidavits or by a verified complaint; this is not required, 
however, if the application itself satisfies the requirements of 
this chapter. For the general requirements of an affidavit, see 
Section 516.030. 

For additional requirements where the plaintiff also seeks a 
temporary restraining order in connection with the application 
for writ of possession, see Section 513.010. 

§ 512.020. Hearing required for issuance of writ; ex parte 
issuance in specified circumstances 

512.020. (a) Except as otherwise provided in this 
section, no writ shall be issued under this chapter except 
after a hearing by a judicial officer on a noticed motion. 

(b) A writ of possession may be issued ex parte pursuant 
to this subdivision if probable cause appears that either of 
the following conditions exists: 

(1) The defendant gained possession of the property by 
feloniously taking the property from the plaintiff. This 
subdivision shall not apply where the defendant has 
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fraudulently appropriated property entrusted to him or 
obtained possession by false or fraudulent representation 
or pretense or by embezzlement. 

(2) The property is a credit card. 
The plaintiffs application for the writ shall satisfy the 

requirements of Section 512.010 and, in addition, shall 
include a showing that the conditions required by this 
subdivision exist. The judicial officer may issue a writ of 
possession if he finds that the conditions required by this 
subdivision exist and the requirements of Section 512.060 
are met. Where a writ of possession has been issued 
pursuant to this subdivision, a copy of the summons and 
complaint, a copy of the application and any affidavit in 
support thereof, and a notice which satisfies the 
requirements of subdivisions (c) and (d) of Section 
512.040 and informs the defendant of his rights under this 
subdivision shall be served upon persons required by 
Section 514.020 to be served with a writ of possession. Any 
. defendant whose property has been taken pursuant to a 
writ of possession issued under this subdivision may apply 
for an order that the writ be quashed and any property 
levied on pursuant to the writ be released. Such 
application shall be made by noticed motion, and the 
provisions of Section 512.050 shall apply. Pending the 
hearing on the defendant's application, the judicial officer 
may order that delivery pursuant to Section 514.030 of any 
property previously levied upon be stayed. If the judicial 
officer determines that the plaintiff is not entitled to a writ 
of possession, he shall quash the writ of possession and 
order the release of any property previously levied upon. 

Comment. Subdivision (a) of Section 512.020 and Sections 
512.030 and 512.040 replace subdivision (b) of former Section 
510. Section 510 required an initial judicial review of the 
plaintiffs application for a writ of possession followed by the 
issuance of an order directed to the defendant to show cause 
why a writ should not issue. This procedure was both inefficient 
and unnecessary and has been replaced here by a noticed 
motion procedure in almost all situations. 

Subdivision (b) of Section 512.020 provides an ex parte 
issuance procedure available only in very limited 
circumstances. Compare former Section 51O(c). Subdivision 
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(b) authorizes the judicial officer to issue a writ ex parte where 
the property claimed is either a credit card or has been stolen 
from the plaintiff and is still in the possession of the thief. 
Paragraph (1) does not apply where the property is in the 
possession of a person who did not take the property from the 
plaintiff, nor does it apply where possession was obtained by 
fraud, trick or device, or similar means. These limitations do not 
completely deprive the plaintiff of a remedy; rather, they 
compel the use of either the noticed motion procedure 
provided by this chapter or criminal process. See PENAL CODE 
§§ 1407-1413, 1523-1542. See also Recommendation Relating to 
the Claim and Delivery Statute, 11 CAL. L. REVISION COMM'N 
REPORTS 301, 317 n.45 (1973). 

Subdivision (b) outlines the procedures for the ex parte 
issuance of a writ and the review of such issuance. The plaintiffs 
application is basically the same as that required under the 
noticed motion procedure but must also include a showing of 
the special circumstances that permit ex parte issuance. The 
plaintiff must, of course, show the probable validity of his claim 
and probable cause for the entry and taking of property from 
a private place. See Section 512.010 and the Comment thereto. 
The judicial officer may, in his discretion, issue a writ ex parte 
if he finds that the special circumstances required by 
subdivision (b) exist, that the plaintiff has established probable 
validity, and that the plaintiff has fIled the proper undertaking. 
See Section 512.060 and the Comment thereto. The writ, a copy 
of the summons and complaint, a copy of the application for the 
writ and affidavits in support thereof, and a notice informing 
the defendant of his rights must be served on the persons 
required to be served by Section 514.020. Following issuance, 
the defendant may apply by noticed motion for an order 
quashing the writ. The rules governing the time for service and 
the manner of service are the same as for motions generally. See 
Comment to Section 512.030. A special provision for an order 
shortening time is unnecessary since the provisions of Section 
1005 authorizing such an order apply. Contrast former Section 
510 (c). Of course, nothing in subdivision (b) precludes the 
defendant from obtaining the release of the property by posting 
the undertaking required by Section 515.020. 

§ 512.030. Notice to defendant 

512.030. Prior to the hearing required by subdivision 
(a) of Section 512.020, the defendant shall be served with 
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all of the following: 
(a) A copy of the summons and complaint. 
(b) A Notice of Application and Hearing. 

327 

(c) A copy of the application and any affidavit in 
support thereof. 

Comment. Section 512.030 replaces a portion of former 
Section 510. The rules governing the time for service and the 
manner of service are the same as for motions generally. See 
Chapters 4 (commencing with Section 1003) and 5 
(commencing with Section 1010) of Title 14 of this part. The 
contents of the Notice of Application and Hearing are 
prescribed by Section 512.040. 

§ 512.040. Contents of Notice of Application and Hearing 

512.040. The "Notice of Application and Hearing" shall 
inform the defendant of all of the following: 

(a) A hearing will be held by a judicial officer at a place 
and at a time, to be specified in the notice, on plaintiffs 
. application for a writ of possession. 

(b) The writ will be issued if the judicial officer finds 
that the plaintiffs claim is probably valid and the other 
requirements for issuing the writ are established. The 
hearing is not for the purpose of determining whether the 
claim is actually valid. The determination of the actual 
validity of the claim will be made in subsequent 
proceedings in the action and will not be affected by the 
decision of the judicial officer at the hearing on the 
application for the writ. 

( c) If the defendant desires to oppose the issuance of 
the writ, he shall file with the court either an affidavit 
providing evidence sufficient to defeat the plaintiffs right 
to issuance of the writ or an undertaking to stay the 
delivery of the property in accordance with Section 
515.020. 

(d) The notice shall contain the following statement: 
"If you believe the plaintiff may not be entitled to 
possession of the property claimed, you may wish to seek 
the advice of an attorney. Such attorney should be 
consulted promptly so that he may assist you before the 
time set for the hearing." 
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Comment. Section 512.040 is based on a portion of subdivision 
(b) of former Section 510. Under the former procedure, the 
order to show cause informed the defendant of the time and 
place of the hearing and the defendant's right to appear and 
oppose the issuance of the writ or to file an undertaking. Section 
512.040 requires the notice to do these things as well as inform 
the defendant of the purpose of the hearing and the need for 
prompt action in response to the notice. 

§ 512.050. Service of affidavits prior to hearing 

512.050. Each party shall file with the court and serve 
upon the other party within the time prescribed by rule 
any affidavits and points and authorities intended to be 
relied upon at the hearing. At the hearing, the judicial 
officer shall make his determinations upon the basis of the 
pleadings and other papers in the record; but, upon good 
cause shown, he may receive and consider additional 
evidence and authority produced at the hearing or he may 
continue the hearing for the production of such additional 
evidence, oral or documentary, or the filing of other 
affidavits or points and authorities. 

Comment. Section 512.050 is new. Subdivision (b) of former 
Section 510 apparently permitted the defendant to delay 
indicating his opposition to issuance of a writ until his 
appearance at the hearing. Section 512.050 is intended to 
encourage an earlier framing of the parties' contentions and an 
exchange of support therefor. The time limit for filing is left to 
rules adopted by the Judicial Council, but the trial court may 
grant relief from such limits upon a showing of good cause. 

§ 512.060. Issuance of the writ of possession 

512.060. (a) At the hearing, the judicial officer shall 
issue a writ of possession if he finds both of the following: 

(1) The plaintiff has established the probable validity of 
his claim to possession of the property. 

(2) The plaintiff has provided an undertaking as 
required by Section 515.010. 

(b) No writ directing the levying officer to enter a 
private place to take possession of any property shall be 
issued unless the plaintiff has established that there is 
probable cause to believe that such property is located 
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there. 

Comment. Section 512.060 is based on subdivision (e) of 
former Section 510 and former Section 511. The term "probable 
validity" used in paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) is defined in 
Section 511.100. The burden of proof rests on the plaintiff to 
establish the probable validity of his claim. He will, of course, 
fail to satisfy this requirement if the defendant shows that there 
is a reasonable probability that he can assert a successful defense 
to the action. The provisions of this title are basically 
procedural. No attempt has been made to state the substantive 
law governing the circumstances under which a person is 
entitled to possession of personal property. 

Paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) simply requires the plaintiff 
to file an undertaking as provided by Section 515.010. The detail 
provided by subdivision (b) of former Section 511 is now 
provided by Section 515.010. 

Subdivision (b) makes clear that no writ permitting a levying 
officer to enter a private place may be issued unless there is 
probable cause to believe that the property claimed is located 
there. See also Comment to Section 512.010 (b) (4). 

§ 512.070. Issuance of order directing transfer 

512.070. If a writ of possession is issued, the judicial 
officer may also issue an order directing the defendant to 
transfer possession of the property to the plaintiff. 

Comment. Section 512.070 is new. It makes clear that the 
court has power to issue a "turnover" order directing the 
defendant to cooperate in transferring possession. Such order is 
not issued in lieu of a writ but rather in addition to or in aid of 
a writ, permitting the plaintiff to select a more informal and less 
expensive means of securing possession. 

§ 512.080. Writ of possession 

512.080. The writ of possession shall meet all of the 
following requirements: 

(a) Be directed to the levying officer within whose 
jurisdiction the property is located. 

(b) Describe the specific property to be seized. 
(c) Specify any private place that may be entered to 

take possession of the property or some part of it. 
( d) Direct the levying officer to levy on the property 
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pursuant to Section 514.010 if found and to retain it in his 
custody until released or sold pursuant to Section 514.030. 

(e) Inform the defendant that he has the right to except 
to the sureties upon the plaintiffs undertaking, a copy of 
which shall be attached to the writ, or to obtain redelivery 
of the property by filing an undertaking as prescribed by 
Section 515.020. 

Comment. Section 512.080 is substantively the same as 
subdivision (a) of former Section 512. 

§ 512.090. Endorsement of writ 

512.090. (a) The plaintiff may apply ex parte in 
writing to the court in which the action was brought for 
an endorsement on the writ directing the levying officer 
to seize the property at a private place not specified in the 
writ. 

(b) The judicial officer shall make the endorsement if 
the plaintiff establishes by affidavit that there is probable 
cause to believe that the property or some part of it may 
be found at that place. 

Comment. Section 512.090 is based on subdivision (b) of 
former Section 512. 

§ 512.100. Defendant's defense to action on claim not affected 

512.100. Neither the failure of the defendant to oppose 
the issuance of a writ of possession under this chapter nor 
his failure to rebut any evidence produced by the plaintiff 
in connection with proceedings under this chapter shall 
constitute a waiver of any defense to plaintiffs claim in the 
action or any other action or have any effect on the right 
of the defendant to produce or exclude evidence at the 
trial of any such action. 

§ 512.110. Effect of determinations of judicial officer 

512.110. The determinations of the judicial officer 
under this chapter shall have no effect on the 
determination of any issues in the action other than the 
issues relevant to proceedings under this chapter, nor shall 
they affect the rights of any party in any other action 
arising out of the same claim. The determinations of the 
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judicial officer under this chapter shall not be given in 
evidence nor referred to in the trial of any such action. 

Comment. Section 512.110 makes clear that the 
determinations of the judicial officer under this article have no 
effect on the determination of the validity of the plaintiffs claim 
in the action he has brought against the defendant nor do they 
affect the rights of any party in any other action. Section 512.110 
does not, however, make inadmissible any affidavit HIed under 
this chapter. The admissibility of such an affidavit is determined 
by the rules of evidence otherwise applicable. 

Article 3. Temporary Restraining Order 

§ 513.010. Issuance of temporary restraining order 

513.010. (a) Except as otherwise provided by this 
chapter, the provisions of Chapter 3 (commencing with 
Section 525) of this title relating to the issuance of a 
temporary restraining order apply. At or after the time he 
.files his application for writ of possession, the plaintiff may 
apply for a temporary restraining order by setting forth in 
the application a statement of grounds justifying the 
issuance of such order. 

(b) The judicial officer may issue a temporary 
restraining order if he determines that plaintiff's 
application for writ of possession shows the probability 
that there is an immediate danger that the property 
claimed may become unavailable to levy by reason of 
being transferred, concealed, or removed or may become 
substantially impaired in value. 

(c) If at the hearing on issuance of the writ of possession 
the judicial officer determines that the plaintiff is not 
entitled to a writ of possession, the judicial officer shall 
dissolve any temporary restraining order; otherwise, he 
may issue a preliminary injunction to remain in effect until 
the property claimed is seized pursuant to the writ of 
possession. 

Comment. Section 513.010 replaces subdivisions (c) and (d) 
of former Section 510. In contrast to prior law, Section 513.010 
and the other provisions of this title do not generally permit the 
seizure of property upon an ex parte application but merely 
authorize the issuance of a temporary restraining order. But see 
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Section 512.020 (ex parte repossession of a credit card and stolen 
property). The order, directed to the defendant, prohibits him 
from taking action with respect to the property which would be 
detrimental to the plaintiff. The grounds for issuance of a 
temporary restraining order stated in subdivision (b) are 
substantively similar to those provided in paragraph (3) of 
subdivision (c) of former Section 510. 

Except where a specific provision of this chapter applies (e.g., 
Sections 515.010 (undertaking required) and 516.030 (form of 
affidavits) ), the provisions of Chapter 3 (commencing with 
Section 525) relating to injunctive relief generally are 
applicable. Hence, the defendant may obtain relief from a 
temporary restraining order pursuant to Section 532. Moreover, 
although neither this section nor this chapter provides for 
injunctive relief generally, the claim and delivery remedy is not 
an exclusive one, and the plaintiff may apply for injunctive 
relief under the other provisions of this code. The denial of a 
writ of possession, where denial was due to a close factual case 
on liability, should not prejudice such an application where an 
injunction will provide relief less drastic than repossession. 

§ 513.020. Provisions of temporary restraining order 

513.020. In the discretion of the judicial officer, the 
temporary restraining order may prohibit the defendant 
from doing any or all of the following: 

(a) Transferring any interest in the property by sale, 
pledge, or grant of security interest, or otherwise disposing 
of, or encumbering, the property. If the property is farm 
products held for sale or lease or is inventory, the order 
may not prohibit the defendant from transferring the 
property in the ordinary course of business, but the order 
may impose appropriate restrictions on the disposition of 
the proceeds from such transfer. 

(b) Concealing or otherwise removing the property in 
such a manner as to make it less available to seizure by the 
levying officer. 

( c) Impairing the value of the property either by acts 
of destruction or by failure to care for the property in a 
reasonable manner. 

Comment. Section 513.020 provides some specificity with 
respect to the nature of the temporary restraining order 
authorized by Section 513.010. Compare subdivision (d) of 
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former Section 510. The judicial officer, in his discretion, may 
generally prohibit transfers of the property in question. This 
should not, however, cause interference with a manufacturer's 
processing of raw materials or work in process. Moreover, 
where the property is farm goods or inventory (defined in 
Sections 511.040 and 511.050, respectively), subdivision (a) 
requires that such property be permitted to be sold in the 
ordinary course of business, subject to limitations on the 
disposition of the proceeds from sale. 

The rare case in which the property will perish or deteriorate, 
for example, if not refrigerated or, in the case of animals, if not 
cared for properly is taken care of in subdivision (c) under 
which the defendant can be ordered to take whatever 
precautions are necessary to preserve the property until the 
time of the hearing. 

Article 4. Levy and Custody 

§ 514.010. Levy 

514.010. (a) Except as otherwise provided in this 
section, upon receipt of the writ of possession the levying 
officer shall search for and take custody of the specified 
property, if it be in the possession of the defendant or his 
agent, either by removing the property to a place of 
safekeeping or, upon order of the judicial officer, by 
installing a keeper. 

(b) If the specified property is used as a dwelling, such 
as a mobilehome or boat, levy shall be made by placing a 
keeper in charge of the property for two days, at the 
plaintiffs expense, after which period the levying officer 
shall remove the occupants and any contents not specified 
in the writ and shall take exclusive possession of the 
property. 

(c) If the specified property or any part of it is in a 
. private place, the levying officer shall at the time he 

demands possession of the property announce his identity, 
purpose, and authority. If the property is not voluntarily 
delivered, the levying officer may cause any building or 
enclosure where the property may be located to be broken 
open in such a manner as he reasonably believes will cause 
the least damage and may call upon the power of the 
county to aid and protect him, but, if he reasonably 
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believes that entry and seizure of the property will involve 
a substantial risk of death or serious bodily harm to any 
person, he shall refrain from seizing the property and shall 
promptly make a return to the court from which the writ 
issued setting forth the reasons for his belief that the risk 
exists. In such case, the judicial officer shall make such 
orders as may be appropriate. 

(d) Nothing in this section authorizes the levying 
officer to enter or search any private place not specified 
in the writ of possession or other order of the judicial 
officer. 

Comment. Section 514.010 is substantively the same as the 
first two paragraphs of former Section 513. 

§ 514.020. Service of writ of possession 

514.020. (a) At the time of levy, the levying officer 
shall deliver to the person in possession of the property a 
copy of the writ of possession with a copy of the plaintiff's 
undertaking attached. 

(b) If no one is in possession of the property at the time 
of levy, the levying officer shall subsequently serve the 
writ and attached undertaking on the defendant. If the 
defendant has appeared in the action, service shall be 
accomplished in the manner provided by Chapter 5 
(commencing with Section 1010) of Title 14 of this part. If 
the defendant has not appeared in the action, service shall 
be accomplished in the manner provided for the service 
of summons and complaint by Article 3 (commencing with 
Section 415.10) of Chapter 4 of Title 5 of this part. 

Comment. Section 514.020 is similar in effect to the last 
paragraph of former Section 513. Section 514.020 does not 
require a second service of the summons and complaint and 
application for writ of possession. That has presumably been 
accomplished pursuant to Section 512.030. Moreover, Section 
514.020 requires service of the writ of possession on the 
defendant only if he is the person in possession or no one is in 
possession of the property at the time of levy. Service is in no 
event a condition to levy. Levy is accomplished by taking the 
property into custody. 
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§ 514.030. Custody of levying officer 

514.030. (a) After the levying officer takes possession 
pursuant to a writ of possession, he shall keep the property 
in a secure place. Except as otherwise provided by 
Sections 512.020 and 514.050: 

(1) If an undertaking for redelivery is not filed and 
plaintiffs sureties are not excepted to, the sheriff shall 
deliver the property to plaintiff 10 days after levy of the 
writ of possession, upon receiving his fees for taking and 
necessary expenses for keeping the property. 

(2) If an undertaking for redelivery is filed within 10 
days after levy of the writ of possession and defendant's 
sureties are not exc~pted to, the sheriff shall redeliver the 
property to defendant upon expiration of the time to so 
except, upon receiving his fees for taking and necessary 
expenses for keeping the property not already paid or 
advanced by the plaintiff. 

(3) If the plaintiffs sureties are excepted to, or if an 
undertaking for redelivery is filed within 10 days after levy 
of the writ of possession and defendant's sureties are 
excepted to, the sheriff shall not deliver or redeliver the 
property until the time provided in Section 515.030. 

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a) , where not 
otherwise provided by contract, upon a showing that the 
property is perishable or will greatly deteriorate or 
depreciate in value or for some other reason that the 
interests of the parties will be best served thereby, the 
judicial officer may order that the property be sold and the 
proceeds deposited in the court to abide the judgment in 
the action. 

Comment. Subdivision (a) of Section 514.030 is based on 
former Section 516. The former reference to an order staying 
delivery is now provided in subdivision (b) of Section 512.020. 

Subdivision (b) is new. Traditionally, the plaintiff, upon 
gaining possession of the property, has been required to keep 
and preserve it so that it may be returned to the defendant if 
the latter ultimately prevails. See 2 B. WITKIN, CALIFORNIA 
PROCEDURE Provisional Remedies § 34 at 1486-1487 (1970). It 
is apparent that, in some circumstances, this would be 
undesirable. Apparently the former law relied on the parties to 
agree voluntarily to a disposition that would be to their mutual 
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benefit. Subdivision (b) also permits the parties to provide by 
contract for an appropriate disposition but, where not otherwise 
provided by contract, subdivision (b) authorizes either party to 
apply for an order requiring the sale of property where 
necessary to preserve its value pending the final outcome of the 
case. 

§ 514.040. Return 

514.040. The levying officer shall return the writ of 
possession, with his proceedings thereon, to the court in 
which the action is pending within 30 days after levy but 
in no event more than 60 days after the writ is issued. 

Comment. Section 514.040 is substantively similar to former 
Section 518. Section 514.040 has, however, been revised to 
provide a date certain for the return of all writs-even those 
under which the sheriff has not been able to levy. 

§ 514.050. Third-party claims 

514.050. Where the property taken is claimed by one 
other than the defendant or· his agent, the rules and 
proceedings applicable in cases of third-party claims after 
levy under execution shall apply. 

Comment. Section 514.050 is substantively identical to former 
Section 517. 

Article 5. Undertakings 

§ 515.010. Plaintiff's undertaking 

515.010. (a) The judicial officer shall not issue a 
temporary restraining order or a writ of possession until 
the plaintiff has filed with the court a written undertaking 
that, if the plaintiff fails to recover judgment in the action, 
the plaintiff shall return the property to the defendant, if 
return thereof be ordered, and shall pay all costs that may 
be awarded to the defendant and all damages referred to 
in subdivision (b), not exceeding the amount of the 
undertaking. The undertaking shall be executed by two or 
more sufficient sureties in an amount not less than twice 
the value of the property as determined by the judicial 
officer. 
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(b) The damages referred to in subdivision (a) are all 
damages sustained by the defendant which are 
proximately caused by operation of the temporary 
restraining order and preliminary injunction, if any, the 
levy of the writ of possession, and the loss of possession of 
the property pursuant to levy of the writ of possession or 
in compliance with an order issued under Section 512.070. 

Comment. Section 515.010 is substantively similar to 
subdivision (b) of former Section 511. Subdivision (a) requires 
the plaintiff to file an undertaking to secure a temporary 
restraining order as well as a writ of possession. See Comment 
to Section 513.010. 

§ 515.020. Defendant's undertaking 

515.020. (a) The defendant may prevent the plaintiff 
from taking possession of property pursuant to a writ of 
possession or regain possession of property so taken by 
filing with the court in which the action was brought a 
written undertaking executed by two or more sufficient 
sureties in an amount equal to either the amount of the 
plaintiffs undertaking required by Section 515.010 or, if 
there has been no judicial determination, the value of the 
property stated in the plaintiffs application for a writ of 
possession. The undertaking shall state that, if the plaintiff 
recovers judgment on the action, the defendant shall pay 
all costs awarded to the plaintiff and all damages that the 
plaintiff may sustain by reason of the loss of possession of 
the property, not exceeding the amount of the 
undertaking. The damages recoverable by the plaintiff 
pursuant to this section shall include all damages 
proximately caused by the plaintiffs failure to gain or 
retain possession. 

(b) The defendant's undertaking may be filed at any 
time before or after levy of the writ of possession. A copy 
of the undertaking shall be mailed to the levying officer 
and to the plaintiff. An affidavit stating that such copies 
have been mailed shall be filed with the court at the time 
the undertaking is filed. 

(c) The defendant's undertaking shall state the address 
to which a copy of the notice of exception to sureties may 
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be sent. 
(d) If an undertaking for redelivery is filed and 

defendant's sureties are not excepted to, the levying 
officer shall deliver the property to the defendant, or, if 
the plaintiff has previously been given possession of the 
property, the plaintiff shall deliver such property to the 
defendant. If an undertaking for redelivery is filed and 
defendant's sureties are excepted to, the provisions of 
Section 515.030 shall apply. 

Comment. Section 515.020 is substantively similar to former 
Section 514. However, Section 515.020 eliminates the time limit 
for the filing of an undertaking and permits such filing at any 
time. Accordingly, this section also provides for redelivery by 
the plaintiff where he has previously been given possession. 
Subdivision (d). See also Section 515.030(f). 

§ 515.030. Exception to sureties 

515.030. (a) The defendant may except to the 
plaintiff's sureties not later than 10 days after levy of the 
writ of possession by filing with the court in which the 
action was brought a notice of exception to sureties and 
mailing a copy of the notice to the levying officer and to 
the plaintiff. An affidavit stating that such copies have 
been mailed shall be filed with the court at the time the 
notice is filed. 

(b) The plaintiff may except to the defendant's sureties 
not later than 10 days after the defendant's undertaking is 
filed by filing with the court in which the action was 
brought a notice of exception to sureties and mailing a 
copy of the notice to the levying officer and to the 
defendant at the address set out in his undertaking. An 
affidavit stating that such copies have been mailed shall be 
filed with the court at the time the notice is filed. 

(c) If the plaintiff or the defendant does not except to 
the sureties of the other as provided in this section, he 
waives all objection to them. 

(d) When excepted to, the sureties shall justify in the 
manner provided in Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 
830) of Title 10 of this part before a judicial officer of the 
court in which the action was brought at a time specified 
by the excepting party. 
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(e) If the plaintiffs sureties, or others in their place, fail 
to justify at the time and place appointed or do not qualify, 
the judicial officer shall vacate the temporary restraining 
order or preliminary injunction, if any, and the writ of 
possession and, if levy has occurred, order the levying 
officer to return the property to the defendant. If the 
plaintiffs sureties do qualify, the judicial officer shall order 
the levying officer to deliver the property to the plaintiff. 

(f) If the defendant's sureties, or others in their place, 
fail to justify at the time and place appointed or do not 
qualify, the judicial officer shall order the levying officer 
to deliver the property to the plaintiff, or, if the plaintiff 
has previously been given possession of the property, he 
shall retain such possession. If the defendant's sureties do 
qualify, the judicial officer shall order the levying officer 
or the plaintiff to deliver the property to the defendant. 

Comment. Section 515.030 is substantively similar to former 
Section 515. Section 515.030 makes minor changes in the time 
limits formerly provided and incorporates the procedures for 
the justification of sureties from Sections 830 through 835 
(actions for libel and slander) of this code. These provisions are 
comparable to those relating to bail on arrest; the latter have 
been recommended for repeal. See Recommendation and 
Study Relating to Civil Arrest, 11 CAL. L. REVISION COMM'N 
REPORTS 1 (1973). Because the time limit for the defendant's 
filing of a redelivery bond has been eliminated (see Section 
515.020 (b) ), subdivision (f) provides for redelivery by the 
plaintiff where he has previously been given possession of the 
property. 

Article 6. Rules; Forms; Affidavits 

§ 516.010. Rules for practice and procedure 

516.010. The Judicial Council may provide by rule for 
the practice and procedure in proceedings under this 
chapter. 

§ 516.020. Forms 

516.020. The Judicial Council shall prescribe the form 
of the applications, notices, orders, and other documents 
required by this chapter. 
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Comment. Section 516.020 requires the Judicial Council to 
prescribe the forms necessary for the purposes of this chapter. 
The Judicial Council has authority to adopt and revise forms as 
necessary but must act in a manner consistent with the 
provisions of this chapter. 

§ 516.030. General requirements for affidavits 

516.030. The facts stated in each affidavit filed 
pursuant to this chapter shall be set forth with 
particularity. Except where matters are specifically 
permitted by this chapter to be shown by information and 
belief, each affidavit shall show affirmatively that the 
affiant, if sworn as a witness, can testify competently to the 
facts stated therein. The affiant may be any person, 
whether or not a party to the action, who has knowledge 
of the facts. 

Comment. Section 516.030 provides standards for affidavits 
filed pursuant to this chapter. These standards are comparable 
to but not as restrictive as those provided for affidavits filed in 
support of or in opposition to a motion for summary judgment. 
Compare Section 437c. A verified complaint that satisfies the 
requirements of this section may be used in lieu of or in addition 
to an ordinary affidavit. It should be noted that under Section 
512.010 certain matters may be shown to the best of the 
plaintiffs knowledge, information, and belief. In such situations, 
the facts stated in the affidavit will be the facts on which his 
belief is based and may include the nature of his information 
and the reliability of his informant. 

Severability Clause 

SEC. 3. If any provision of this act or the application 
thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, such 
invalidity shall not affect any other provision or 
application of this act which can be given effect without 
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the 
provisions of this act are severable. 

Operative Date 

SEC. 4. (a) This act becomes operative on July 1, 1974. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided by rules adopted by 

the Judicial Council effective on or after July 1, 1974, this 
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act shall not apply to any writ of possession issued prior to 
July 1, 1974, and such writs of possession shall continue to 
be governed in all respects by the provisions of Chapter 2 
(commencing with Section 509) of Title 7 of Part 2 of the 
Code of Civil Procedure in effect on June 30, 1974. 
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APPENDIX 

Code of Civil Procedure Sections 509-521 
(Existing law) 

Sections 509-521 were added by Chapter 855 of the Statutes 
of 1972. The text of these sections is set out below. The 
provisions of the recommended statute which would supersede 
these sections are enclosed in brackets and set in boldface type. 

CHAPTER 2. CLAIM AND DELIVERY OF PERSONAL PROPERTY 

509. The plaintiff in an action to recover the possession of personal property may, 
at the time of issuance of summons, or at any time before trial, claim the delivery of 
such property to him as provided in this chapter. [§ 512.010 (a) ] 

510. (a) Where a delivery is claimed, the plaintiff, by verified complaint or by an 
affidavit or declaration under penalty of perjury made by plaintiff, or by someone on 
his behalf, rued with the court, shall show: [§ 512.010] 

(1) That the plaintiff is the owner of the property claimed or is entitled to the 
possession thereof, and the source of such title or right; and if plaintiffs interest in such 
property is based upon a written instrument, a copy thereof shall be attached; 

[§ 512.010 (b) (I)] 

(2) That the property is wrongfully detained by the defendant, the means by which 
the defendant came into possession thereof, and the cause of such detention according 
to his best knowledge, information, and belief; [§ 512.010 ( (b) (2)] 

(3) A particular description of the property, a statement of its actual value, 
[§ 512.010(b) (3)] 

and a statement to his best knowledge, information, and belief concerning the location 
of the property and of the residence and business address, if any, of the defendant; 

[§ 512.010(b) (4)] 

(4) That the property has not been taken for a tax, assessment, or fine, pursuant to 
a statute; or seized under an execution against the property of the plaintiff; or, if so 
seized, that it is by statute exempt from such seizure. [§ 512.010(b) (5)] 

(b) The court shall, without delay, examine the complaint and affidavit or 
declaration, and if it is satisfied that they meet the requirements of subdivision (a), he 
shall issue an order directed to the defendant to show cause why the property should 
not be taken from the defendant and delivered to the plaintiff. 

[Not continued. See § 512.020 and Comment thereto.] 
Such order shall fix the date and time for the hearing thereon, which shall be no sooner 
than 10 days from the issuance thereof, and shall direct the time within which service 
thereof shall be made upon the defendant. Such order shall inform the defendant that 
he may file affidavits on his behalf with the court and may appear and present testimony 
on his behalf at the time of such hearing, or that he may, at or prior to such hearing, 
rue with the court a written undertaking to stay the delivery of the property, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 514, and that, if he fails to appear, plaintiff 
will apply to the court for a writ of possession. [§ 512.040. See also § 512.050.] 
Such order shall fix the manner in which service thereof shall be made, which shall be 
by personal service, or in accordance with the provisions of Section 1011, or in such 
manner as the judge may determine to be reasonably calculated to afford notice thereof 
to the defendant under the circumstances appearing from the complaint and affidavit 
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or declaration. [Not continued. See ~ SI2.000 and Comment thereto.] 

(c) Upon examination of the complaint and affidavit or declaration and such other 
evidence or testimony as the judge may, thereupon, require, a writ of possession may 
be issued prior to hearing, if probable cause appears that any of the following exist: 

(I) The defendant gained possession of the property by theft, as defined by any 
section of Title 13 (commencing with Section 447) of Part 1 of the Penal Code; 

(2) The property consists of one or more negotiable instruments or credit cards; 
[See § SI2.020(b}.] 

(3) By reason of specific, competent evidence shown, by testimony within the 
personal knowledge of an affiant or witness, the property is perishable, and will perish 
before any noticed hearing can be had, or is in immediate danger of destruction, serious 
harm, concealment, or removal from this state, or of sale to an innocent purchaser, and 
that the holder of such property threatens to destroy, harm, conceal, remove it from 
the state, or sell it to an innocent purchaser. [Not continued. Compare § SI3.010(b).] 

Where a writ of possession has been issued prior to hearing under the provisions of 
this section, the defendant or other person from whom possession of such property has 
been taken may apply to the court for an order shortening the time for hearing on the 
order to show cause, and the court may, upon such application, shorten the time for such 
hearing, and direct that the matter shall be heard on not less than 48 hours' notice to 
the plaintiff. [See § SI2.020(b) and Comment thereto.] 

(d) Under any of the circumstances described in subdivision (a), or in lieu of the 
immediate issuance of a writ of possession under any of the circumstances described in 
subdivision (c), the judge may, in addition to the issuance of an order to show cause, 
issue such temporary restraining orders, directed to the defendant, prohibiting such 
acts with respect to the property, as may appear to be necessary for the preservation 

. of rights of the parties and the status of the property. [H SI3.01O, SI3.020] 
(e) Upon the hearing on the order to show cause, the court shall consider the 

showing made by the parties appearing, and shall make a preliminary determination, 
which party, with reasonable probability, is entitled to possession, use, and disposition 
of the property, pending final adjudication of the claims of the parties. If the court 
determines that the action is one in which a prejudgment writ of possession should issue, 
it shall direct the issuance of such writ. [§ SI2.060(a) (1)] 

SI1. (a) A writ of possession shall not issue to enter the private premises of any 
person for the purpose of seizure of property, unless the court shall determine from 
competent evidence that there is probable cause to believe that the property or some 
part thereof is located therein. [§ SI2.060(b)] 

(b) A writ of possession shall not issue until plaintiff has filed with the court a written 
undertaking executed by two or more sufficient sureties, approved by the court, to the 
effect that they are bound to the defendant in double the value of the property, as 
determined by the court, for the return of the property to the defendant, if return 
thereof be ordered, and for the payment to him of any sum as may from any cause be 
recovered against the plaintiff. [§§ SI2.060(a) (2), SIS.010] 

512. (a) The writ of possession shall be directed to the sheriff, constable, or marshal, 
within whose jurisdiction the property is located. [§ SI2.080(a) 1 
It shall describe the specific property to be seized, and shall specify the location or 
locations where, as determined by the court from all the evidence, there is probable 
cause to believe the property or some part thereof will be found. [§ S12.080 (b), (c) ] 
It shall direct the levying officer to seize the same if it is found, and to retain it in his 
custody. [~SI2.080(d}] 

There shall be attached to such writ a copy of the written undertaking filed by the 
plaintiff, and such writ shall inform the defendant that he has the right to except to the 
sureties upon such undertaking or to file a written undertaking for the redelivery of 
such property, as prOvided in Section S14. [§ SI2.080(e)] 

(b) Upon probable cause shown by further affidavit or declaration by plaintiff or 
someone on his behalf, filed with the court, a writ of possession may be endorsed by the 
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court, without further notice, to direct the levying officer to search for the property at 
another location or locations and to seize the same, if found. [§ SI2.090] 

513. The levying officer shall forthwith take the property, if it be in the possession 
of the defendant or his agent, and retain it in his custody, either by removing the 
property to a place of safekeeping or, upon good cause shown, by installing a keeper, 

[§ SI4.010(a)] 
provided that, when the property is used as a dwelling, such as a housetrailer, 
mobilehome, or boat, the same shall be taken by placing a keeper in charge of the 
property, at plaintiffs expense, for two days. At the expiration of such period, the officer 
shall remove its occupants and take the property into his immediate custody. 

[§ SI4.010(b)] 
If the property or any part thereof is in a building or enclosure, the levying officer 

shall demand its delivery, announcing his identity, purpose, and the authority under 
which he acts. If it is not voluntarily delivered, he shall cause the building or enclosure 
to be broken open in such manner as he reasonably believes will cause the least damage 
to the building or enclosure, and take the property into his possession. He may call upon 
the power of the county to aid and protect him, but if he reasonably believes that entry 
and seizure of the property will involve a substantial risk of death or serious bodily harm 
to any person, he shall refrain from seizing the property, and shall forthwith make a 
return before the court from which the writ issued, setting forth the reasons for his 
belief that such risk exists. The court shall make such orders and decrees as may be 
appropriate. [§ SI4.010(c)] 

The levying officer shall, without delay, serve upon the defendant a copy of the writ 
of possession and written undertaking, the complaint and affidavit or declaration, by 
delivering the same to him personally, if he can be found, or to his agent from whose 
possession the property is taken; or, if neither can be found, by leaving them at the usual 
place of abode of either with some person of suitable age and discretion; or, if neither 
have any known place of abode, by mailing them to their last known address. 

[§ 514.020] 

514. At any time prior to the hearing of the order to show cause, or before the 
delivery of the property to the plaintiff, the defendant may require the return thereof 
upon filing with the court a written undertaking executed by two or more sufficient 
sureties, approved by the court, to the effect that they are bound in double value of the 
property, as stated in the verified complaint, affidavit, or declaration of the plaintiff, or 
as determined by the court for the delivery thereof to the plaintiff, if such delivery be 
ordered, and for the payment to him of such sum as may for any cause be recovered 
against the defendant. [Compare § SIS.020(a).] 
At the time of filing such undertaking, the defendant shall serve upon the plaintiff or 
his attorney, in the manner provided by Section 1011, a notice of filing of such 
undertaking, to which a copy of such undertaking shall be attached, and shall cause 
proof of service thereof to be filed with the court. If such undertaking be filed prior to 
hearing of the order to show cause, proceedings thereunder shall terminate, unless 
exception is taken to such sureties. [Compare § SlS.020(b).] 
If, at the time of filing of such undertaking, the property shall be in the custody of the 
levying officer, such property shall be redelivered to the defendant five days after 
service of notice of filing such undertaking upon the plaintiff or his attorney. 

[§ 51S.020(d). See also §§ SI4.030 and SIS.030(£).] 

SIS. The qualification of sureties under any written undertaking referred to in this 
chapter shall be such as are prescribed by this code, in respect to bail upon an order 
of civil arrest. [Compare § SIS.030(d)] 
Either party may, within two days after service of an undertaking or notice of filing an 
undertaking under the provisions of this chapter, give written notice to the court and 
the other party that he excepts to the sufficiency of the sureties. [§SIS.030(a), (b)] 
If he fails to do so, he is deemed to have waived all objections to them.[§ SlS.030(c)] 
When a party excepts, the other party's sureties shall justify on notice within not less 
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than two, nor more than five, days, in like manner as upon bail on civil arrest. 

[§ 515.030 (d)] 
If the property be in the custody of the levying officer, he shall retain custody thereof 
until the justification is completed or waived or fails. If the sureties fail to justify, the 
levying officer shall proceed as if no such undertaking had been filed. If the sureties 
justify or the exception is waived, he shall deliver the property to the party filing such 
undertaking. [§515.030(e), (f)] 

516. When the levying officer has taken property as provided in this chapter, he shall 
keep it in a secure place and deliver it to the party entitled thereto, upon receiving his 
fees for taking and his necessary expenses for keeping the same, after expiration of the 
time for filing of an undertaking for redelivery and for exception to the sureties upon 
any undertaking, unless the court shall by order stay such delivery. 

[§§ 514.030,515.020,515.030] 

517. In cases where the property taken is claimed by any person other than the 
defendant or his agent, the rules and proceedings applicable in cases of third party 
claims after levy under execution or attachment shall apply. [§ 514.050] 

518. The levying officer shall return the writ of possession, with his proceedings 
thereon, to the court in which the action is pending, within 20 days after taking the 
property mentioned therein. [§ 514.040] 

519. After the property has been delivered to a party or the value thereof secured 
by an undertaking as provided in this chapter, the court shall, by appropriate order, 
protect that party in the possession of such property until the final determination of the 
action. [Not continued. Compare §§ 515.020 (d) and 515.030(f).] 

520. In all proceedings brought to recover the possession of personal property, all 
courts, in which such actions are pending, shall, upon request of any party thereto, give 
such actions precedence over all other civil actions, except actions to which special 
precedence is otherwise given by law, in the matter of the setting of the same for 
hearing or trial, and in hearing or trial thereof, to the end that all such actions shall be 
quickly heard and determined. [Not continued.] 

521. This chapter shall be operative only until December 31, 1975, and on and after 
that date shall have no force or effect. [Compare Sec. 4 (effective date 7/1174).] 

(346-400 blank) 

photoelectronic composition by 

OFFICE OF STATE PRINTING 

\"l,S~t~;--·t;(H 1-;:: 2.;00 

133 14215 


