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The California Law Revision Commission was authorized by 
Resolution Chapter 202 of the Statutes of 1957 to make a study 
to determine whether the doctrine of sovereign or governmental 
immunity in California should be abolished or revised. 

On January 27, 1961, the California Supreme Court, in Muskopf 
v. Corning Hospital District, 55 Cal.2d 211, decided that the doc
trine of sovereign immunity would no longer protect the State and 
other public entities in California from civil liability for their torts. 
At the same time, the Court decided Lipman v. Brisbane Elemen
tary School District, 55 Ca1.2d 224, in which it stated that the 
doctrine of discretionary immunity, which protects public officers 
and employees from liability for their discretionary acts, might 
not protect public entities from liability in all situations where 
the officers and employees are immune. 

In response to these decisions, the Legislature enacted Chapter 
1404 of the Statutes of 1961. This legislation suspends the effect 
of the Muskopf and Lipman decisions until the ninety-first day 
after the adjournment of the 1963 Regular Session of the Legis
lature. At that time, unless further legislative action is taken, the 
State and other public entities in California will be liable for their 
torts under the conditions set forth in the Muskopf and Lipman 
cases. 

Since the decision in the l\I uskopf case, the Commission has de
voted substantially all of its time to the study of sovereign im
munity. The Commission herewith submits its recommendation on 
one portion of this subject-tort liability of public entities and 
public employees. This is one of a series of reports prepared' for 
the 1963 legislative session containing the recommendations of the 
Commission relating to various aspects of the subject of sovereign 
immunity. The Commission also has published a research stud~' 
relating to sovereign immunity prepared by its research consultant, 
Professor Arvo Van Alstyne of the School of Law, University of 
California at Los Angeles. 

(803 ) 
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In formulating itil recommendations concerning sovereign immunity, the Commis
sion first prepared a series of tentative recommendations, each of which related to 
a different aspect of the subject. These tentative recommendations were widely 
distributed, and comments and suggestions were solicited from all persons and 
organizations who expressed an interest in this subject. The State Bar appointed 
a special committee to consider the recommendations of the Commission relating to 
sovereign immunity, and this Committee has provided the Commission with helpful 
comments and suggestions. In addition, representatives of various public entities 
and other interested persons have attended the meetings of the Commission as 
observers. All comments and suggestions received were considered by the Commission 
in preparing its final recommendations. 

Although the Commission has devoted the major portion of its time during the 
past two years to the study of sovereign immunity, the subject is so vast that a 
complete study of all its aspects could not be completed prior to the 1963 legislative 
session. The recommendations prepared for the 1963 legislative session are designed 
to meet the most pressing problems in regard to governmental tort liability. Other 
problems remain to be solved in the areas of activity already studied; and there are 
other areas of activity, where claims of liability arise less frequently, that require 
attention. Accordingly, the Commission proposes to continue its study of this subject 
and to make recommendations to subsequent legislative sessions dealing with the 
remaining problems. Among the topics that may be the subject of future study and 
recommendation by the Commission are liability without fault (including liability 
for ultrahazardous activities), specific or preventive relief against public entities 
and public employees, and liability for injuries to reputational interests (including 
defamation and invasion of privacy). 

Respectfully submitted, 

HERMAN F. SELVIN, Chairman 
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RECOMMENDATION OF THE CALIFORNIA 
LAW REVISION COMMISSION 

relating to 

SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY 

Number 1-Tort Liability of Public Entities 
and Public Employees 

BACKGROUND 
On January 27, 1961, the California Supreme Court, in Muskopf v. 

Corning Hospital District,! decided that the doctrine of sovereign 
immunity would no longer protect public entities 2 in California from 
civil liability for their torts. At the same time, the Supreme Court 
decided Lipman v. Brisbane Elementary School District,3 in which it 
stated that the doctrine of discretionary immunity, which protects 
public employees 4 from liability for their discretionary acts, might 
not protect public entities from liability in all situations where the 
employees are immune. 

In response to these decisions, the Legislature enacted Chapter 1404 
of the Statutes of 1961. This legislation suspends the effect of the 
Muskopf and Lipman decisions until the ninety-first day after the final 
adjournment of the 1963 Regular Session of the Legislature. At that 
time, unless further legislative action is taken, the public entities of 
California will be liable for their torts under the conditions set forth 
in the Muskopf and Lipman decisions. 

The Need for Legislation 
Prior to the Muskopf and Lipman decisions, extensive legislation 

relating to the subject of governmental liability or immunity had been 
enacted. This legislation expresses a variety of conflicting policies. 
Some statutes create broad immunities for certain entities and others 
create wide areas of liability. Some apply to many public entities and 
others apply to but one. In some cases, statute8 expressing conflicting 
policies overlap.5 Even where statutes impose liability on public en
tities, they do so in a variety of inconsistent ways. Some entities are 
'55 Cal.2d 211, 11 Cal. Rptr. 89, 359 P.2d 457 (1961). 
2 As used in this recommendation "public entities" includes the State and all other 

public entities. 
• 55 Cal.2d 224, 11 Cal. Rptr. 97, 359 P.2d 465 (1961). 
• As used in this recommendation: "employee" includes an officer, agent or employee, 

but not an independent contractor; and "employment" includes office, agency or 
employment. 

• For example, Streets and Highways Code Sections 5640 and 5641 (part of the Im
provement Act of 1911) provide that cities, counties, resort districts and all cor
porations organized for municipal purposes are immune from liability for injuries 
caused 1>y street and sidewalk defects. It is likely that these immunity provisions 
apply to several other kinds of districts, for the Improvement Act of 1911 has 
been incorporated by reference in many other statutes. But Government Code 
Section 53051 provides that cities, couri.ties and school districts are liable for such 
dangerous conditions. As the Government Code section was last enacted, it has 
impliedly repealed the Streets and Highways Code sections insofar as cities and 
counties are concerned, but not insofar as resort districts and corporations or
ganized for municipal purposes are concerned. 

( 807 ) 
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liable directly for the negligence of their employees. Others are not 
liable directly, but are required to pay judgments recovered against 
their employees even where the jUdgments result from malicious acts. 

Where statutes are not applicable, the courts have determined liability 
on the basis of whether the injury was caused in the course of a gov
ernmental or proprietary activity. Thus, if the injury occurred in a 
swimming pool (a "governmental" activity), the public entity was 
not liable; but if the injury occurred on a golf course (a "proprietary" 
activity), the public entity was liable. 

Even where a public entity is immune from liability for a negligent 
or wrongful act or omission, the public employee who acted or failed 
to act is often p€rsonally liable; and many public entities have 
assumed the cost of insurance protection for their employees against 
this liability. 

Thus, even before the M1tskopf and Lipman cases were decided, there 
was a pressing need for comprehensive legislation to deal with the 
problems of governmental liability and immunity. 

The effect of the Muskopf and Lipman decisions on the existing stat
utes is not clear. Statutes that impose liability upon public entities in 
particular areas of activity may be construed either as limitations on 
the liability that would exist under these decisions or, in cases where 
a rule is declared that is broader than the common law rule that would 
be applicable under these decisions, as extensions of governmental 
liability. 

The problem of reconciling the Muskopf and Lipman decisions with 
the existing statutory law could be met by repealing the existing stat
utes. Then the courts could decide all cases under the general princi
ple that a public entity is liable for its torts. The federal government 
and some of the states have taken this approach. Thus, in some juris
dictions, a statute merely declares that the government is not immune 
from liability for its torts,6 while in others, the courts have declared 
a similar rule.7 

This solution to the problem, though, is fraught with difficulties. No 
precise standards for the determination of the liability of government 
have as yet been defined by the California courts. Hence, it is impossible 
to ascertain how large the potential liability would be if the Muskopf 
and Lipman cases were permitted to determine all governmental lia
bility. The suggestion in the Lipman case that public entities may be 
liable for discretionary actions of public employees has given rise to 
fears that governmental liability may be expanded to the extent that 
essential governmental functions will be impaired. Experience in states 
which have left the limits of liability to be determined by· the courts 
has shown that liability insurance to protect the financial integrity 
e United States (28 U.S.C. §§ 1346, 2671-2680) ; New York (N.Y. CT. CL. ACT § 8-

State only) ; Illinois (37 ILL. ANN. STAT. §§ 439.1-439.25 (Smith-Hurd Supp.1961) 
-State only) ; Washington (Wash. Stats. 1961, Ch. 136-State only) ; Kentucky 
(Ky. REV. STAT. § 44.070-State, negligence only); North Carolina (N.C. GEN. 
STAT. § 143-291-State, negligence only) ; Alaska (ALASKA COMPo LAWS ANN. § 
56-2-2-local entities only, as construed in City of Fairbanks V. Schaible, 375 
P.2d 201 (Alaska 1962); ALASKA COMPo LAWS ANN. § 56-7-1 et seq.-State 
only) ; Hawaii (HAWAII REV. LAWS § 245A-1 et 8eq.-State only). 

• New York (Bernardine v. City of New York, 294 N.Y. 361, 62 N.E.2d 604 (1945)
local entities only) ; Florida (Hargrove V. Town of Cocoa Beach, 96 So.2d 130, 
60 A.L.R.2d 1193 (Fla. 1957)-local entities only) ; Illinois (Molitor v. Kaneland 
Community Unit Dlst., 18 IIl.2d 11, 163 N.E.2d 89 (1959)-local entitles only) ; 
Michigan (Williams v. City of Detroit, 364 Mich. 231, 111 N.W.2d 1 (1961»; 
Wisconsin (Holytz v. City of Milwaukee, 17 WIs.2d 26, 115 N.W.2d 618 (1962». 
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of small public entities is at times prohibitively expensive or impossible 
to obtain when there is no defined limit to the potential extent of lia
bility. As a result, some of these states have enacted legislation that 
sUbstantially curtails governmental liability. 

The courts, of course, have recognized that the liability of govern
ment cannot be unlimited. In the Muskopf case, the Supreme Court 
stated that it is not a tort for government to govern. In other juris
dictions where there has been a general waiver of sovereign immunity, 
the courts have worked out the limits of liability on a case by case 
basis over a period of years. Thus, in New York, the courts have de
clared that public entities are not liable for failing to enforce the law, 
for negligently inspecting buildings or for improperly issuing build
ing permits. If the limits of governmental liability are not specified by 
statute in California, our courts will have to define the limits of such 
liability much as the courts in New York have been required to do. 
Under this process, though, many years will pass before the extent of 
governmental liability can be determined with certainty. Many cases 
must be tried and processed through the appellate courts. Large amounts 
of both private and public money must be fruitlessly expended in 
prosecuting and defending actions where the governmental defendant 
cannot be held liable. And in the meantime, while the potential liability 
is yet unknown, the financial stability of many public entities may be 
unprotected because of the unavailability of insurance at rates that 
they can afford to pay. 

There is an immediate need, therefore, for the enactment of compre
hensive legislation stating in considerable detail the extent to which 
public entities will be liable when the legislation suspending the effect 
of the Muskopf and Lipman decisions expires. In preparing this legis
lation, California may profit from the experience of New York and the 
federal government in administering their governmental tort laws. The 
difficulties the New York and federal courts have experienced in defin
ing the limits of liability may be avoided here to a considerable extent 
by the statement of these limits in statutory form. Where the New York 
and federal courts have reached sound conclusions, the rules declared 
may be enacted here so that no time or money need be lost in test cases 
to determine whether the California courts will reach the same conclu
sions. Where the courts of these jurisdictions have reached unsound 
conclusions and have either restricted liability unduly or placed bur
dens on government that impair its ability to perform its vital func
tions, California can meet the problem by declaring a different rule by 
statute. 

The resulting certainty will be of benefit both to public entities and 
to persons injured by governmental activities. If the limits of potential 
liability are known, public entities may plan accordingly, may budget 
for their potential liabilities, and may obtain realistically priced insur
ance. Meritorious claims will not be resisted in the hope that the appel
late courts will create an additional immunity; and unmeritorious 
claims will not be pressed in the hope that an existing immunity will 
be curtailed or that liability will be extended beyond previously estab
lished limits. 
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Drawing Standards for Governmental Liability 

The problems involved in drawing standards for governmental lia
bility and governmental immunity are of immense difficulty. Govern
ment cannot merely be made liable as private persons are, for public 
entities are fundamentally different from private persons. Private per
sons do not make laws. Private persons do not issue and revoke licenses 
to engage in various professions and occupations. Private persons do 
not quarantine sick persons and do not commit mentally disturbed 
persons to involuntary confinement. Private persons do not prosecute 
and incarcerate violators of the law or administer prison systems. Only 
public entities are required to build and maintain thousands of miles 
of streets, sidewalks and highways. Unlike many private persons, a 
public entity often cannot reduce its risk of potential liability by refus
ing to engage in a particular activity, for government must continue 
to govern and is required to furnish services that cannot be adequately 
provided by any other agency. Moreover, in our system of government, 
decision-making has been allocated among three branches of govern
ment-legislative, executive and judicial-and in many cases decisions 
made by the legislative and executive branches should not be subject 
to review in tort suits for damages, for this would take the ultimate 
decision-making authority away from those who are responsible politi
cally for making the decisions. 

The courts have recognized these problems where tort actions have 
been brought against public employees for injuries caused by their 
activities. Where the injury is caused by a discretionary act of a public 
employee that was committed within the scope of the authority dele
gated to him, the public employee has been held immune from liability. 
The courts have said that this immunity is necessary because the em
ployee's fear of personal liability might otherwise inhibit him from 
carrying out his public duties with diligence. Similar considerations 
justify a comparable immunity where the claim is against the govern
ment itself instead of an employee of the government, for rising ex
penses and a limited tax base may make a public employee as apprehen
sive of the effect of governmental liability upon the budget he must 
administer as he is of the effect of personal liability upon his own 
resources. 

Yet it would be harsh and unjust to deny compensation to all per
sons injured as the result of the wrongful or negligent acts or omissions 
of public employees. Government operates for the benefit of all; hence, 
it is reasonable to expect that all should bear some of the burden of 
the injuries that are wrongfully inflicted by the government. The basic 
problem is to determine how far it is desirable to permit the loss dis
tributing function of tort law to apply to public entities without unduly 
frustrating or interfering with the desirable purposes for which such 
entities exist. 
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The legislation Proposed by the Commission 

Determination of basic statutory approach. The initial question 
to be decided in formulating a legislative plan to govern the tort lia
bility of public entities is whether they should be liable only as made 
liable by specific enactment 8 or whether they should be made liable 
for all damages and injuries caused by their activities except as such 
liability is limited or conditioned by statute. 

A statute imposing liability with specified exceptions would provide 
the governing bodies of public entities with little basis upon which to 
budget for the payment of claims and judgments for damages, for 
public entities would be faced with a vast area of unforeseen situations, 
anyone of which could give rise to costly litigation and a possible dam
age judgment. Such a statute would invite actions brought in hopes of 
imposing liability on theories not yet tested in the courts and could 
result in greatly expanding the amount of litigation and the attendant 
expense which public entities would' face. Moreover, the cost of insur
ance under such a statute would no doubt be greater than under a stat
ute which provided for immunity except to the extent provided by 
enactment, since an insurance company would demand a premium 
designed to protect against the indefinite area of liability that exists 
under a statute imposing liability with specified exceptions. 

Accordingly, the legislation recommended by the Commission pro
vides that public entities are immune from liability unless they are 
declared to be liable by an enactment. This will provide a better basis 
upon which the financial burden of liability may be calculated, since 
each enactment imposing liability can be evaluated in terms of the 
potential cost of such liability. Should further study in future years 
demonstrate that additional liability of public entities is justified, such 
liability may then be imposed by the Ijegislature within carefully 
drafted limits. 

Formulation of rules governing liability. In its formulation of rules 
to govern the liability of public entities and public employees, the 
Commission has studied a number of areas of potential liability: dan
gerous conditions of public property; police and correctional activities; 
suppression of mobs and riots; fire protection; medical, hospital and 
public health activities; park and recreational activities; and opera
tion of motor vehicles. These are the areas where experience in other 
states and under the Federal Tort Claims Act has shown that claims 
of liability are most apt to arisc. In each area, the Commission has 
sought to determine how the interest of the public in effective govern
mental administration should be balanced against the need for provid
ing compensation to those injured by the activities of government. 
From this study of particular areas of governmental activity, the Com
mission has concluded that certain problems recur and that the rule 
formulated to meet a problem in one area may be readily applied to 
similar problems in other areas of governmental activity. On the other 
hand, in some areas of activity there are unique problems that require 
specific legislative solutions. Therefore, the Commission recommends 
8 As used in this recommendation, "enactment" means a formal legislative or quasl

legislative statement of the law such as a constitutional provision, statute, 
charter, ordinance or regulation, 
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the enactment of legislation containing sections of general application 
to all activities of public entities and, in addition, a number of sections 
stating special rules applicable to problems requiring separate treat
ment. 

One of the most important provisions in the recommended legislation 
is that a public entity is liable for a tort of its employee within the 
scope of his employment to the extent that the employee is personally 
liable and, unless an enactment declares a contrary rule, is immune 
from liability for an act or omission of its employee if the employee 
himself is immune from liability. The liability of public employees is 
an existing liability and one for which insurance companies now pro
vide insurance coverage. By imposing vicarious liability only to the 
extent that public employees are personally liable, the provision adopts 
a liability of ascertained or ascertainable limits. Thus, the Commis
sion's recommendation avoids the problems inherent in a statute (such 
as those adopted in New York and by the federal government) that 
waives immunity from liability generally and attempts to specify ex
ceptions to governmental liability. For example, this provision fore
closes the possibility that government may be liable for discretionary 
acts for which public employees are immune, unless such liability is 
imposed by a specific legislative declaration. 

Because a public entity is, as a general rule, immune from liability 
if the public employee who caused the injury is immune, the provision 
imposing vicarious liability on public entities is substantially qualified 
by a number of other provisions providing for the immunity of public 
employees in particular cases. The most significant of the immunity 
provisions contained in the recommended legislation is one that provides 
that a public employee is not liable for his discretionary acts within the 
scope of his employment. Under existing law, public employees enjoy 
this discretionary immunity; but the statutory statement of the rule 
will assure its continued existence. Although the case law has spelled 
out in some detail the extent of the discretionary immunity of public 
employees, there are instances where the law is not clear. The Commis
sion therefore recommends statutory provisions that will clarify the 
scope of discretionary immunity. These provisions will, to a considerable 
extent, eliminate the need to determine the scope of discretionary 
immunity by piecemeal judicial decisions. The judicial process, by its 
very nature, can deal only with the isolated problems of individual 
citizens which from time to time are litigated and appealed. To wait 
for the fabric of the law to shape itself in this fashion would be slow, 
unpredictable and expensive. 

The Commission has also concluded that under certain circumstances 
a public entity should be liable although no employee is personally 
liable. For example, such liability should exist in some cases where 
public property is in a dangerous condition or where a public entity 
fails to exercise reasonable diligence to comply with an applicable 
statute or regulation which establishes minimum safety standards for 
public equipment or public improvements. Such liability should exist, 
however, only where the liability is created by an enactment. In the 
absence of such an enactment, a public entity should not be liable unless 
its employee is personally liable. 
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The legislation recommended by the Commisison will meet the most 
pressing problems in regard to liability that public entities will face 
upon the expiration of the statute suspending the effect of the Muskopf 
and Lipman decisions. The subject of sovereign immunity is so vast, 
however, that a complete study of all aspects of the subject could not 
be completed prior to the 1963 session of the Legislature. Other prob
lems remain to be solved in the areas of activity already studied; and 
there are other areas of activity, where claims of liability arise less 
frequently, which require attention. Accordingly, the Commission in
tends to continue its study of sovereign immunity so that recommenda
tions may be submitted to subsequent legislative sessions to deal with 
these remaining problems. 

2-75831 



RECOMMENDATIONS 

General Provisions Relating to Liability 

1. For the reasons stated above,! a statute should be enacted provid
ing that public entities are not liable for torts unless they are declared 
to be liable by an enactment. The Commission is recommending the 
enactment of several statutes imposing liability upon public entities 
within limits that are carefully described. These limits would have 
little meaning if liability could be imposed beyond the area defined 
in these statutes. 

2. A public entity should be liable for a negligent or wrongful act 
or omission 2 of its employee within the scope of his employment 3 to 
the extent that the employee is personally liable for such act or omis
sion. This would impose upon public entities, in all areas of govern
mental activity, the responsibility for the tortious acts of their employees 
to which they are now subject in regard to "proprietary" activities. 

Under the pre-Muskopf law, the immunity of public entities for" gov
ernmental" activities did not protect the public employees engaged in 
these activities. Thus, the public employee, unlike his counterpart in 
private industry, was exclusively exposed to all of the liability risks 
created by his employer's enterprise. Many statutes have been enacted 
to remove from public employees the burden of bearing personally these 
risks incurred for the benefit of the public employer. Some statutes 
require certain public entities to pay judgments against their em
ployees. Some impute the negligence of public employees to their em
ployers. School districts are required to insure their employees against 
liability for negligence. These statutory protections, though, are hap
hazard and incomplete. Most apply only to liability for negligence; yet, 
there is no substantive difference between many so-called "intentional" 
torts and negligence. For example, in many cases a person may commit 
an assault because he has made a negligent determination of the amount 
of force he is entitled to use under the circumstances, or a person may 
be guilty of false arrest or false imprisonment because he has made a 
negligent, i.e., an unreasonable, determination of whether there is prob
able cause for an arrest. A public employee should be entitled to as 
much protection in the one situation as he is in the other. 

Under this recommendation, the public employee would no longer 
be required to assume personally, to the exclusion of his employer, all 
of the liability risks created by his public employment, for his employer 
would be subjected to the same risks. The Commission hereafter recom-
1 See p. 811 supra . 
• The phrase "negligent or wrongful act or omission" embraces any act or failure to 

act, whether negligent, intentionally tortious or criminal. The fact that ilie act 
done is a serious crime is, of course, a factor indicating that it is not in ilie 
scope of employment. 

8 The phrase "scope of his employment" is intended to make applicable the general 
principles that the California courts use to determine whether the particular 
kind of conduct is to be considered within the scope of employment in cases in
volving actions by iliird persons against ilie employer for ilie torts of· his 
employee. 

(814 ) 
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mends that public entities be immune from liability under many cir
cumstances; but in each case where the public entity is immune, the 
public employee also is immune so that the public employee is not again 
required to assume personally all of the liability risks of governmental 
enterprise. 

For some entities, this recommendation would expand their liability 
insofar as their" governmental" activities are concerned. But, for many 
other entities, this recommendation would constitute little or no exten
sion of their existing liability. School districts and reclamation districts 
are now generally liable for the negligence of their employees. Certain 
flood control districts are generally liable for the negligence of their 
trustees. Community services districts, county water districts, various 
water agencies and several other districts are required to pay any judg
ments recovered against their employees for acts or omissions committed 
in the service of the district.' Irrigation districts and California water 
districts must pay judgments recovered against their officers. Thus, 
under existing statutes, over 2,400 public entities in California are 
financially responsible for the negligence of some or all of their em
ployees, and many of these entities are financially responsible for all 
torts of their employees. In addition, under existing Vehicle Code Sec
tion 17001, all public entities in the State are vicariously liable for the 
negligent operation of motor vehicles by their -employees; and cities, 
counties and school districts are liable under Government Code Section 
53051 for injuries caused by dangerous conditions of public property 
that have been negligently created or permitted to remain. The Com
mission's recommendation would extend the principle of vicarious lia
bility that underlies these statutes to all public entities in the State 
and to all areas of governmental activity. 

This recommendation, too, obviates the necessity for myriad statutes 
imposing liability upon public entities for ordinary "run-of-the-mill" 
torts that may be committed in various areas of governmental activity. 
And, if' there were no provision such as that here recommended, 
the existing liability of public entities for their "proprietary" activi
ties would be virtually eliminated. 

3. A public entity should be immune from liability for the act or 
omission of its employee if the employee himself is immune from lia
bility. This recommendation would, for example, make applicable to 
public entities the discretionary immunity doctrine now applicable only 
to public employees. Under this doctrine, public employees are not 
liable for their acts or omissions within the scope of their discretionary 
authority. Thus, judges are immune from liability for their judicial 
acts, administrative officials are immune from liability for suspending 
or revoking licenses, health officers are immune from liability for de
ciding not to quarantine, and city officers are not liable for awarding 
a franchise. 

A dictum in the Lipman case stated that public entities may be 
liable in some situations where public employees enjoy an immunity. 
The Commission agrees that there are some instances where such should 
be the rule. For example, a public entity is made liable under the recom
mended legislation for its failure to exercise reasonable diligence to 
comply with a mandatory statute or enactment. In the absence of an 
enactment imposing such liability, however, the public entity should 

----.. _---_. __ . 
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not be liable for the discretionary act or omission of a public employee. 
In order to clarify the limits of the discretionary immunity, the Com
mission has considered the application of the doctrine in areas where 
claims of liability most often arise and recommends specific statutory 
provisions that will indicate whether or not liability should exist in 
particular situations. Where no specific provision covers a particular 
case, the discretionary immunity developed or to be developed by the 
cases in regard to the personal liability of public employees will be 
the standard of immunity for public entities. 

The Commission recognizes that occasionally the application of the 
discretionary immunity doctrine may seem harsh and unfair-as, for 
example, when persons are denied all relief in those rare cases where 
injuries are caused by deliberate and malicious abuses of governmental 
authority. The Commission, in its continuing study of sovereign im
munity, will undertake a study of other areas where the discretionary 
immunity doctrine applies to determine whether further modifications 
of the doctrine should be made. 

4. Public entities should be liable for the tortious acts and omissions 
of independent contractors to the same extent as private persons, for 
they should not be able to escape their legal responsibilities by con
tracting for the performance of work that is likely to lead to injury. 
Under existing law, private parties and public entities have been held 
liable for the negligence of an independent contractor when the con
tractor is performing a nondelegable duty, where the hazardous nature 
of the work called for by the contract may result in injury if care is 
not exercised, and where the very act the contractor undertakes to 
perform causes the injury. 

5. Public entities should be liable for the damages that result from 
their failure to exercise reasonable diligence to comply with applicable 
standards of safety and performance established by statute or regula
tion. Although decisions relating to the facilities, personnel or equip
ment to be provided in various public services involve discretion and 
public policy to a high degree, nonetheless, when minimum standards 
of safety and performance have been fixed by statute or regulation
as, for example, the duty to supervise pupils under Education Code 
Section 13557 and the rules of the State Board of Education, the duty 
to provide lifeguard service at public swimming pools under Health 
and Safety Code Section 24101.4 and the regulations of the State 
Department of Public Health, or the duty to meet applicable require
ments established by law in the construction of improvements-there 
should be no discretion to fail to comply with those minimum standards. 

6. Under the common law, certain public officers were at times held 
liable for the acts of subordinate employees even though the officers 
themselves were innocent of any negligence or other wrong. For most 
public officers, though, the courts held that respondeat supC1"i?r was 
inapplicable and that they were not liable for the acts of theIr sub
ordinates unless they themselves were guilty of some misconduct. 

Scattered throughout the codes and the uncodified acts are a large 
number of statutes limiting the liability of certain public employees 
for the acts of others. The principle of these statutes should be extended 
to all public employees. 
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7. The immunity from liability for malicious prosecution that public 
employees now enjoy should be continued so that public officials will 
not be subject to harassment by "crank" suits. However, where public 
employees have acted maliciously in using their official powers, the 
injured person should not be totally without remedy. The employing 
public entity should, therefore, be liable for the damages caused by 
such abuse of public authority; and, in those cases where the responsi
ble public employee acted with actual malice, the public entity should 
have the right to indemnity from the employee. 

8. Public entities should not be liable for punitive or exemplary 
damages. Such damages are imposed to punish a defendant for op
pression, fraud or malice. They are inappropriate where a public en
tity is involved, since they would fall upon the innocent taxpayers. 

9. An essential function of government is the making and enforcing 
of laws. The public officials charged with this function will remain 
politically responsible only if the desirability of enacting and enforcing 
particular laws is not subject to court review through the device of 
deciding tort actions. Hence, the statutes should make clear that public 
entities and their employees are not liable for any injury flowing from 
the adoption of or failure to adopt any statute, ordinance, or regulation, 
or from the execution of any law with due care. 

For similar reasons, public entities and their employees should not 
be liable for inadequate enforcement of any law or regulation or for 
failure to take steps to regulate the conduct of others. The extent and 
quality of governmental service to be furnished is a basic governmental 
policy decision. Public officials must be free to determine these questions 
without fear of liability either for themselves or for the public enti
ties that employ them if they are to be politically responsible for these 
decisions. 

The remedy for officials who make bad law, who do not adequately 
enforce existing law, or who do not provide the people with services 
they desire, is to replace them with other officials. But their discretion
ary decisions in these areas cannot be subject to review in tort suits 
for da,mages if government is to govern effectively. 

Public entities and public employees should not be liable for failure 
to make arrests or otherwise to enforce any law. They should not be 
liable for failing to inspect persons or property adequately to deter
mine compliance with health and safety regulations. Nor should they 
be liable for negligent or wrongful issuance or revocation of licenses 
and permits. The government has undertaken these activities to insure 
public health and safety. To provide the utmost public protection, gov
ernmental entities should not be dissuaded from engaging in such ac
tivities by the fear that liability may be imposed if an employee per
forms his duties inadequately. Moreover, if liability existed for this 
type of activity, the risk exposure to which a public entity would be 
subject would include virtually all activities going on within the com
munity. There would be potential governmental liability for all build
ing defects, for all crimes, and for all outbreaks of contagious disease. 
No private person is subjected to risks of this magnitude. In many of 
these cases, there is some person (other than the public employee) who 
is liable for the injury, but liability is sought to be imposed on govern-
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ment for failing to prevent that person from causing the injury. ,The 
Commission believes that it is better public policy to leave the injured 
person to his remedy against the person actually causing the injury 
than it is to impose an additional liability on the government for neg
ligently failing to prevent the injury. And where no third party is 
liable-as in the case where a license application is denied-the ag
grieved party has ample means for obtaining relief in the courts other 
than by tort actions for damages. Far more persons would suffer if gov
ernment did not perform these functions at all than would be bene
fited by permitting recovery in those cases where the government is 
shown to have performed inadequately. 

Sections 50140 through 50145 of the Goyernment Code are incon
sistent with the foregoing recommendations. These sections impose 
absolute liability upon cities and counties for property damage caused 
by mobs or riots within their boundaries. These sections are an anach
ronism in modern law. They are derived from similar English laws 
that date back to a time when the government relied on local towns
people to suppress riots. The ris~ of property loss from mob or riot 
activity is now spread through standard provisions of insurance poli
cies. Accordingly, these sections should be repealed. 

At common law, public employees were immune from liability for 
trespasses necessarily committed in the execution of law. However, if 
the authority of the public employee was abused or if he committed 
some tortious injury while upon the property, he was personally lia
ble ab initio as a trespasser for the entry and all injuries resulting 
therefrom. A great many statutes have been enacted to modify this 
common law rule. Generally, they limit the liability of the employee 
to the damages flowing from his negligent or wrongful act. But there 
are many other statutes authorizing public employees to enter private 
land that contain no reference to the liabilities that may be incurred. 
There should be enacted, therefore, a general statute applicable to 
all public employees limiting the liability of the entering employee 
to the damages caused by his negligent or wrongful act. 

Government Code Section 1955 now provides public employees with 
an immunity from liability for enforcing laws later held to be uncon
stitutional. This section, though, does not provide adequate protection. 
It is not clear whether it applies to state constitutional provisions, 
charter provisions, ordinances or administrative regulations. More
over, it does not provide protection for an employee who in good 
faith enforces a law later held to be repealed by implication or inappli
cable for any other reason. Protection in these situations is also needed. 
Frequently a statute that apparently applies to a particular situation 
will be construed narrowly and held inapplicable to avoid constitu
tional problems. In other instances, a conflict in applicable statutes or 
regulations will be resolved by an officer acting in good faith in one 
way, and a court will later hold that the conflict is to be resolved in 
another and will hold the enactment relied upon by the officer repealed 
by implication. A public employee should be protected in these situa
tions to the same extent that he is protected when acting in good faith 
under an unconstitutional statute. Hence, the protection given by Sec-
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tion 1955 should be broadened to provide an immunity whenever an 
employee, exercising due care and acting in good faith and without 
malice, enforces any constitutional provision, statute, charter provi
sion, ordinance or regulation that is subsequently held to be uncon
stitutional, invalid or inapplicable. 

10. Not only should public entities be directly liable for the torts 
of their employees, but in cases where an action is brought against a 
public employee for tortious acts committed in the scope of his em
ployment, the public entity should be required to pay the compensa
tory damages, but not the punitive damages, awarded in the judgment 
if the public entity has been given notice of the action and an oppor
tunity to defend it. A number of statutes now require certain public 
entities to pay judgments against their employees, but none require 
the employee to give notice and an opportunity to defend to the entity. 
Yet it seems only fair that if governmental entities are to be bound 
by jUdgments, they should have the right to defend themselves by con
trolling the litigation. 

11. Whenever a public entity is held liable for acts of an employee 
committed with actual fraud, corruption or actual malice, the public 
entity should have the right to indemnity from the employee. This 
right to indemnity, however, should not exist in any case where the 
public entity has undertaken the defense of the employee, unless the 
public entity has reserved a right of indemnity by agreement with the 
employee. In conducting an employee's defense, the entity's interest 
might be adverse to the interest of the employee. For example, if both 
the employee and the entity were joined as defendants, the public 
entity's interest might be best served by showing malice on the part 
of the employee; for if the employee acted with malice the public entity 
could recover indemnity from the employee for any amounts the entity 
was required to pay. Hence, the undertaking of an employee's defense 
should constitute a waiver of the public entity's right to indemnity 
unless, by agreement between the entity and the employee, the public 
entity's right of indemnity is reserved. 

12. Section 1095 of the Code of Civil Procedure, which requires that 
damages assessed in a mandate action be levied against the entity 
represented by the respondent officer, should be amended to apply to 
all public entities and to agents and employees as well as officers. The 
section presently applies only to officers of the State, counties and 
municipal corporations. 

Dangerous Conditions of Public Property 

Background. Prior to the Muskopf decision,1 a public entity was 
not liable for an injury resulting from a dangerous condition of public 
property owned or occupied for a "governmental" purpose, as dis
tinguished from a "proprietary" purpose, unless some statutory waiver 
of its sovereign or governmental immunity was applicable. The princi
pal statutory waiver was found in the Public Liability Act of 1923, 
1 Muskopf v. Corning Hosp. Dist., 55 Ca1.2d 211, 11 Cal. Rptr. 89, 359 P.2d 457 (1961). 
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now Section 53050 et seq. of the Government Code.2 This Act waived 
immunity from liability for dangerous conditions only for cities, coun
ties and school districts. There is no other general statute waiving gov
ernmental immunity from liabilities arising out of dangerous conditions 
of public property. 

Prior to the Muskopf decision, however, all public entities were liable 
for injuries arising out of "proprietary" activities. This liability was 
based upon common law principles of liability applicable to private 
individuals. Thus, all public entities were liable for injuries caused by 
dangerous conditions of property owned or occupied for a proprietary 
purpose to the same extent that private owners and occupiers of land 
are liable to trespassers, licensees and invitees for injuries caused by 
dangerous conditions. In the case of cities, counties and school districts, 
liability for injuries caused by dangerous conditions of property owned 
or occupied for a proprietary purpose could be based either on the 
Public Liability Act or on common law principles of liability of owners 
and occupiers of land. 

There are significant differences in the standard of liability under the 
Public Liability Act and the common law standard of liability for 
owners and occupiers of land. There are also striking similarities. 
Under the Public Liability Act, as well as under common law princi
ples, liability for dangerous conditions of property may exist only if 
the owner or occupier of the property has created or otherwise knows 
of the condition. Knowledge of the condition under either the Public 
Liability Act or common law principles may be actual or constructive. 
However, under the Public Liability Act, a public entity may be held 
liable only if the knowledge is that of the governing body or of an 
officer authorized to remedy the condition. Under common law princi
ples, the knowledge of employees will be imputed to the landowner if 
such knowledge relates to a matter within the scope of the employee's 
employment. 

As a general rule, liability of a private landowner to a trespasser 
or licensee for a condition of the property must be based upon wanton 
or wilful injury and not merely upon negligent failure to discover or 
correct dangerous conditions. Hence, a private landowner is under no 
general duty to inspect his land to discover conditions that are apt to 
expose licensees and trespassers to danger. A private landowner may be 
held liable to licensees-and possibly to trespassers-for failure to dis
cover and repair dangerous conditions in instrumentalities such as 
electric power lines where extremely hazardous conditions may arise 
if inspections and repairs are not made with due diligence. 

On the other hand, the Public Liability Act draws no distinctions 
between invitees, licensees and trespassers. Thus, a public entity may 
be held liable under that Act for injuries to trespassers and licensees 
• The section of the Public Liability Act that states the conditions of llabillty for 

dangerous conditions is Government Code Section 53051. It provides: 
A local agency [defined in Section 53050 as a City, county or school district] 

is liable for injuries to persons and property resulting from the dangerous or 
defective condition of public property if the legislative body, board, or person 
authorized to remedy the condition: 

(a) Had knowledge or notice of the defective or dangerous condition. 
(b) For a reasonable time after acquiring knowledge or receiving notice, 

failed to remedy the condition or to take action reasonably necessary to pro
tect the public against the condition. 
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caused by conditions of property even though common law principles 
would not impose liability under the same circumstances. 

Effect of the Muskopf decision. In the Muskopf case, the Supreme 
Court held that the doctrine of sovereign immunity will no longer be 
a defense for public entities. Under this decision, public entities other 
than cities, counties and school districts will probably be liable under 
common law principles for injuries caused by dangerous conditions of 
public property-whether such property is owned or occupied in a 

. governmental or proprietary capacity-to the same extent that private 
landowners are liable. 

Just what effect the Muskopf decision will have upon the liabilities 
of cities, counties and school districts for dangerous conditions of prop
erty is not certain. Recent decisions of the District Courts of Appeal 
have indicated that the Muskopf decision will have no effect at all
that these entities will be liable for dangerous conditions of property 
owned or occupied in a governmental capacity only under the condi
tions specified in the Public Liability Act and will be liable for dan
gerous conditions of property owned or occupied in a proprietary ca
pacity under both the Public Liability Act and common law principles. 
These decisions reflect the view that the Muskopf decision did not pur
port to alter the standards of liability set forth in the previous cases 
interpreting the Public Liability Act, despite the fact that those stand
ards incorporated the distinction between governmental and proprie
tary functions. In view of the unqualified renunciation of that distinc
tion in Muskopf, however, it is possible that the Supreme Court may 
hold that common law principles furnish an alternative basis for the 
liability of cities, counties and school districts for dangerous conditions 
of property owned or occupied in a governmental capacity. 

So far as counties, cities and certain other public entities are con
cerned, the Muskopf decision probably will not broaden their liability 
for dangerous street and sidewalk conditions. Streets and Highways 
Code Section 5640 grants these entities a statutory immunity from lia
bility for street and highway defects except to the extent that the Pub
lic Liability Act imposes liability. Although the Muskopf decision may 
have wiped out the common law immunity of governmental entities, it 
is likely that it did not affect this statutory immunity. . 

Recommendation. The Law Revision Commission has concluded 
that the pre-Muskopf law Nllating to the liability of public entities 
for dangerous conditions of public property used for governmental 
purposes does not adequately protect persons injured by such condi
tions, nor does it adequately protect public entities against unwar
ranted tort liability. Many public entities-including the State-are 
not liable at all for injuries caused by their negligence in maintaining 
such property. In the cases where the Public Liability Act is appli
cable, the liability that has been placed upon public entities has been 
broader than is warranted by a proper balancing of public and private 
interests, for the Act does not have any standard defining the duty of 
an entity to make inspections to discover defects in its property. As a 
result, public entities have been held liable at times for dangerous con
ditions which a reasonable inspection system would not have revealed. 
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Moreover, the pre-Muskopf law is 'unduly and unnecessarily complex. 
If no changes are made in the existing statutes, it seems unlikely that 
the situation will be greatly improved when the Muskopf decision be
comes effective. There is, for example, no reason for having one law 
applicable to dangerous conditions of publicly owned swimming pools 
(held to be a governmental activity) and another law applicable to 
dangerous conditions of publicly owned golf courses (held to be a 
proprietary activity), or for applying one standard of liability to cities, 
counties and school districts and another to all other public entities, or 
for having one law applicable to municipal streets and sidewalks and . 
another law applicable to all other governmental property. 

Repeal of the existing statutes relating to dangerous conditions of 
public property would achieve uniformity in the law and would avoid 
such inconsistencies as are outlined in the preceding paragraph. Repeal 
of these statutes, however, is not recommended, for in many respects 
the Public Liability Act is greatly superior to the common law as it 
relates to the liabilities of owners and occupiers of land. The Public 
Liability Act does not draw any distinctions between invitees, licensees 
and trespassers. Liability may be established simply by showing a 
breach of duty to keep property in a safe condition and that foreseeable 
injuries resulted from this breach of duty. The Commission has con
cluded, therefore, that the general principles of the Public Liability 
Act should be retained. That statute should be revised, however, to 
eliminate certain defects and to make it applicable to all public entities 
and to all public property, whether owned or occupied in a govern
mental or proprietary capacity. 

Accordingly, the Commission recommends the enactment of new leg
islation that would retain the desirable principles of the Public Lia
bility Act with the following principal modifications: 

1. .', Dangerous condition" should be defined as a condition of prop
erty that exposes persons or property to a substantial risk of injury 
or damage when the property is used with due care in a manner in 
which it is reasonably foreseeable that the property will be used. The 
condition of the property involved should create a "substantial risk" 
of injury, for an undue burden would be placed upon public entities 
if they were responsible for the repair of all conditions creating any 
possibility of injury, however remote that possibility might be. The 
"dangerous condition" of the property should be defined in terms of 
the manner in which it is foreseeable that the property will be used by 
persons exercising due care in recognition that any property can be 
dangerous if used in a sufficiently abnormal manner. Thus, a public 
entity should not be liable for injuries resulting from the use of a high
way-safe for use at 65-at 90 miles an hour, even though it may be 
foreseeable that persons will drive that fast. The public entity should 
only be required to provide a highway that is safe for reasonably fore
seeable careful use. On. the other hand, where it is reasonably foresee
able that persons to whom a lower standard of care is applicable-such 
as children-may, consistently with the standard of care applicable to 
such persons, use property for an unintended purpose, the public entity 
should be required to take reasonable precautions to prevent an undue 
risk of injury arising from such use. Thus, a public entity may be 
expected to fence swimming pools or to fence or lock up dangerous 
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instrumentalities if it is reasonably foreseeable that small children may 
be injured if it does not do so. But public entities should not be re
quired to guard against the potentialities of injury that arise from 
remotely foreseeable uses of their property. To impose such liability 
would virtually require public entities to insure the safety of all per
sons using public property. 

2. The "trivial defect" rule, developed by the courts in sidewalk 
cases arising under the Public Liability Act to prevent juries from im
posing unwarranted liability on public entities, should be extended 
to all cases arising under the Act. Under this rule, the courts will not 
permit a public entity to be held liable for injuries caused by property 
defects unless the court (as distinguished from the jury) is satisfied 
that a reasonable person could conclude that the defect created a sub
stantial risk of injury. 

3. Certain immunities from liability under the dangerous conditions 
statute should receive explicit statutory recognition. The courts have 
recognized some of these immunities in cases arising under the Public 
Liability Act. For example, there is no liability under that Act for 
failing to provide stop signals at particular intersections or for failing 
to provide adequately maintained firefighting equipment. The Legis
lature has provided other immunities, such as the immunity for dan
gerous conditions of stock or bridle trails. These immunities are recog
nitions of the fact that the sufficiency of governmental services and the 
wisdom of governmental decisions are not proper subjects for review 
in tort litigation. Giving expression to these immunities in the statutes 
relating to governmental liability will assure their continued recogni
tion by the courts and will obviate the need for test cases to determine 
whether such immunities continue to exist. 

There should be immunity from liability for the plan or design of 
public construction and improvements where the plan or design has 
been approved by a governmental agency exercising discretionary au
thority, unless there is no reasonable basis for such approval. While it 
is proper to hold public entities liable for injuries caused by arbitrary 
abuses of discretionary authority in planning improvements, to permit 
reexamination in tort litigation of particular discretionary decisions 
where reasonable men may differ as to how the discretion should be 
exercised would create too great a danger of impolitic interference with 
the freedom of decision-making by those public officials in whom the 
function of making such decisions has been vested. 

Public entities should be immune from liability for failure to provide 
regulatory traffic signals and devices, such as stop signs and road mark
ings. The California courts have held public entities immune from 
such liability despite the broad language of the Public Liability Act. 
Whether or not to install regulatory traffic devices in particular loca
tions requires an evaluation of a large variety of technical data and 
policy criteria, including traffic volume frequency and peak load factors, 
physical layout and terrain, visibility hazards and obstructions, pre
vailing weather conditions, nature of vehicular use, normal traffic speed 
in the area, volume of pedestrian traffic, alignment and curvature, need 
for similar precautionary measures at other like places, alternative 
methods of control, and availability of. funds to do the job. Decisions 
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not to adopt control devices, when based on premises of this order, do 
not appear to be readily susceptible to intelligent and rational reexam
ination by untrained juries or judges sitting as triers of fact. 

Public entities should also be immune from liability for failing to 
install other traffic or warning signs, signals, markings or devices ex
cept where they are necessary to warn of concealed traps endangering 
the safe movement of traffic. 

Public entities should be immune from liability for the effect of 
weather conditions on the streets and highways unless there is some 
actual physical destruction or deterioration caused by the weather. 
Drivers should be expected to take weather conditions into considera
tion when they drive. They should be expected to realize that a highway 
is likely to be slippery when covered by ice and snow. Moreover, a pub
lic entity should not be required to post signs informing motorists of 
matters, such as fog, that are as obvious as a sign would be. It is un
likely that a court would hold such conditions dangerous, but it is de
sirable to make the immunity for such conditions explicit in order to 
preclude claims from being presented and actions from being litigated. 

There is much public property in the State over which public entities 
exercise little or no supervision. They permit the public to use bodies 
of water and water courses for recreational activities, and to use remote 
trails and roads for hunting, fishing, riding and camping. It is desirable 
to preserve these uses of public property, but such uses would likely be 
curtailed if the public entities owning such property were required by 
law to make extensive inspections of the property for the purpose of 
discovering potential hazards. Hence, public entities should be immune 
from liability for conditions of such property unless they have actual 
knowledge of concealed hazards, not likely to be apparent to the users 
of the property, and fail to take reasonable steps to warn of the 
hazards. 

The State, by virtue of its sovereignty, owns vast acreages that are 
unimproved and unoccupied. There should be an absolute immunity 
from liability for any condition of such property until it has been 
improved or occupied. 

4. The dangerous conditions statute should provide specifically that 
a governmental entity is liable for dangerous conditions of property 
created by the negligent or wrongful act of an employee acting within 
the scope of his employment even if no showing is made that the entity 
had any other notice of the existence of the condition or an opportunity 
to make repairs or take precautions against injury. The courts have 
construed the existing Public Liability Act as making public entities 
liable for negligently created defects. 

Liability under the Act should not be limited to negligence liability. 
Just as private landowners may be. held liable for deliberately creating 
traps calculated to injure persons coming upon their land, public en
tities should be liable under the terms of the dangerous conditions stat
ute if a public employee commits similar acts within the scope of his 
~mployment. 
:c!5: Where the dangerous condition has not been created by the negli
gen,t or wrongful act of an employee of the entity, the entity should be 
liable only if it acts unreasonably in failing after notice to repair the 
condition or otherwise to protect persons against the risk of injury. 
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This is an existing basis for the liability of public entities under the 
Public Liability Act and for the liability of private landowners to in
vitees; however, private landowners are generally not liable to licensees 
or trespassers upon this basis. The Public Liability Act, like the pro
posed statute, does not distinguish between invitees, licensees and tres
passers in determining liability after the duty to discover and remedy 
defects has been breached. These common law distinctions were devel
oped so that the private landowner's duty to inspect his property and 
to maintain it in a safe condition would not be unduly burdensome. 
Under these common law rules, a person foreseeably injured as a re
sult of a landowner's admitted negligence in inspecting and maintain
ing property may be denied recovery because he does not fit into the 
proper classification. The courts at times have developed arbitrary and 
unrealistic distinctions to avoid such harsh results. The Commission 
believes that if the duty of public entities to inspect and maintain their 
property is to be limited, the limitation should be expressed directly 
-either by curtailing the duty of inspection or by granting specific 
immunities from liability. The proposed legislation does both. 

6. The requirement that the dangerous condition of public property 
be known to the governing board or a person authorized to remedy the 
defect should be repealed. The ordinary rules for imputing the knowl
edge of an employee to an employer should be applicable to public enti
ties just as they are applicable to private owners and occupiers of land. 
Under these rules, the knowledge of an employee concerning a danger
ous condition is imputed to the employer if under all the circumstances 
it would have been unreasonable for the employee not to have informed 
his employer. The knowledge of employees will not be imputed to the 
entity in other circumstances. These rules are sensible and workable. 

7. A public entity should nQt be charged with notice of a dangerous 
condition of its property if the condition and its dangerous nature 
would not have been revealed by a reasonable inspection system. The 
Public Liability Act provides that entities are liable if they fail to 
remedy dangerous conditions after "notice" without specifying how 
such notice may be acquired. Cases have held that entities may bp 
charged with notice if the condition is so obvious and has existed for 
such a substantial length of time that it should have been discovered 
by a reasonable inspection. As this standard is applied in the cases, it 
appears that courts sometimes impute notice to a public entity where 
the condition would be obvious to a person inspecting the property 
without considering whether it was reasonable to have expected the 
entity to have made such an inspection. Such a "notice" standard 
imposes too great a burden upon public entities, for it virtually requires 
them to be insurers of the safety of their property. The proposed legis
lation makes it clear that public entities are not chargeable with notice 
if they establish either that reasonable inspections would not have 
revealed the dangerous condition or that they made reasonable and 
careful inspections of their property and did not discover the dangerous 
condition. 

8. A public entity should be able to absolve itself of liability for a 
dangerous condition of public property-other than those conditions 
it negligently or wrongfully created-by showing that the entity did 
all that it reasonably could have been expected to do under the cir-
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cumstances to remedy the condition or to warn or protect persons 
against it. A public entity should not be an insurer of the safety of 
its property. When its action or lack of action is all that reasonably 
could have been expected of it under the circumstances, there should 
be no liability. 

9. The standards for personal liability of public employees for negli
gently or wrongfully creating or failing to remedy dangerous condi
tions, now contained in Government Code Section 1953, should be 
revised so· that they are not inconsistent with the liability standards 
contained in the sections relating to public entities. In addition to the 
matters that must be shown to establish entity liability, a person seek
ing to hold a public employee personally liable for failing to remedy 
a dangerous condition should be rE!quired to show that the particular 
employee knew or should have known of the condition and that he had 
the means available and the authority and responsibility to take action 
to remedy the condition or to warn or to provide safeguards but failed 
to do so. This further showing is necessary to show personal culpability 
on the part of the employee. The employee should be able to show by 
way of defense that he did not act unreasonably in failing to remedy 
the condition or protect against the risk of injury created by it. 

Police and Correctional Activities 

A major activity at all levels of government involves the detection, 
arrest and incarceration of violators of the law. This function of gov
ernment has been regarded traditionally as an exclusively govern
mental, as distinguished from proprietary, activity. Hence, public en
tities have been immune from liability for damages caused by public 
employees engaged. in law enforcement. Moreover, public employees 
have also been held immune from liability for many of their law en
forcement activities. For example, judges have been held immune for 
damages caused by their judicial acts, prosecutors are immune for insti
tuting prosecutions, and police officers are not liable for failing to 
arrest offenders, even though these acts or omissions may have been 
malicious. 

Although governmental law enforcement officers have enjoyed an 
extensive immunity from liability for their discretionary acts, they 
are still subject to tort liability in many situations. They may be held 
liable in damages for false arrest, false imprisonment or assault, even 
though they may have been acting in utmost good faith in carrying 
out their duties. Because the government has been immune from all 
liability in this area, public law enforcement officers have had to bear 
this liability alone. In some instances, public entities have provided 
their law enforcement officers with insurance, but the protection of
fered them has been neither uniform nor complete. 

The recommendations made in regard to the liability of public en
tities and employees generally will provide adequate rules for deter
mining liability in most cases that may arise out of police and 
correctional activities. In a few instances, though, experience in juris
dictions that have waived sovereign immunity indicates the need for 
legislation stating rules applicable specifically to this area of activity. 
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The Commission, therefore, recommends the enactment of legislation 
containing the following principles: 

1. Public entities and employees should not be liable for failure to 
provide police protection or for failure to provide adequate police 
protection. Whether police protection should be provided at all, and 
the extent to which it should be provided, are political decisions which 
are committed to the policy-making officials of government. To permit 
review of these decisions by judges and juries would remove the ulti
mate decision-making authority from those politically responsible for 
making the decisions. 

2. Public entities and employees should not be liable for failure to 
provide a jail or other detention or correctional facility or for failure 
to provide sufficient equipment, personnel or facilities therein unless 
the facility is in a dangerous condition or there has been a departure 
from an applicable statutory or regulatory standard. There are few 
statutes and regulations that now prescribe standards for local jails 
and detention facilities; but to the extent that they do impose man
'datory standards, the local authorities should not have any discre
tionary immunity for departing from those standards. 

3. Public entities and public employees should be made liable for the 
damages proximately resulting from their intentional and unjustifiable 
interference with the attempt of an inmate of a correctional institution 
to seek a judicial review of the legality of his confinement. The right 
of a person confined involuntarily to seek redress in the courts is a 
fundamental civil right that should receive effective legal protection. 

4. As a general rule, public entities and public employees should not 
be liable for failing to provide medical care for prisoners. Again, the 
standards of care to be provided prisoners involve basic governmental 
policy that should not be subject to review in tort suits for damages. 
However, if an employee charged with the care actually knows or has 
reason to know that a prisoner is in need of immediate medical atten
tion, he and his employing public entity should be subject to liability 
if he fails to take reasonable action to see that such attention is pro
vided. 

5. Public entities and employees should not be liable for the damage 
caused by escaping or escaped prisoners or by persons released on 
parole or probation. The nature of the precautions necessary to prevent 
the escape of prisoners and the extent of the freedom that must be 
accorded prisoners for rehabilitative purposes are matters that should 
be determined by the proper public officials unfettered by any fear 
that their decisions may result in liability. 

6. Public employees should not be liable for failing to arrest violators 
of the law. Under existing law, public employees are immune from lia
bility for such failure. This immunity should be continued in statutory 
form. 

Fire Protection 

Public administration of programs of fire prevention and protection 
have long been regarded as a "governmental" function and, hence, a 
form of activity protected by the doctrine of sovereign immunity. Even 
in states where the doctrine of sovereign immunity has been waived, 
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the courts have held public entities immune from liability for failing 
to maintain adequate water pressure for firefighting purposes. In Cali
fornia, the Legislature has removed a substantial portion of this im
munity by providing that public entities are liable for the negligent 
operation of emergency vehicles, including firefighting equipment, when 
responding to emergency calls. 

There are strong policy reasons for retaining the large measure of 
the immunity that now exists. The incentive to diligence in providing 
fire protection that might be provided by liability is already provided 
because fire insurance rates rise where the fire protection provided is 
inadequate. Moreover, the risk-spreading function of tort liability is 
performed to a large extent by fire insurance. In emergency situations, 
it is more desirable for firefighters to act diligently to combat a con
flagration, without thought of the possible liabilities that might be in
curred, than it is to spread the loss from the fire by imposing such cost 
upon the taxpayers. Thus, in formulating rules of liability applicable 
to fire protection activities, it is necessary to strike a careful balance 
between the need for encouraging utmost diligence in combatting fires' 
and the need for providing compensation for injuries caused by the 
negligent or wrongful conduct of public personnel. To resolve these 
problems, the Commission recommends that legislation be enacted con
taining the following principles: 

1. Public entities should not be liable for failure to provide :fire 
protection or for failure to provide enough personnel, equipment or 
other fire protection facilities. Whether fire protection should be pro
vided at all, and the extent to which fire protection should be provided, 
are political decisions which are committed to the policy-making officials 
of government. To permit review of these decisions by judges and 
juries would remove the ultimate decision-making authority from those 
politically responsible for making the decisions. 

2. Except to the extent that public entities are liable under Vehicle 
Code Sections 17000 to 17004 for the tortious operation of vehicles, 
public entities and public personnel should not be liable for injuries 
caused in fighting fires or in maintaining fire protection equipment. 
There are adequate incentives to careful maintenance of fire equipment 
without imposing tort liability; and firemen shollld not be deterred 
from any action they may desire to take in combatting fires by a fear 
that liability might be imposed if a jury believes such action to be 
unreasonable. The liability created by the Vehicle Code for tortious 
operation of emergency fire equipment should be retained, however, 
for such liability does not relate to the conduct of the actual firefighting 
operation. 

3. Fire protection agencies often provide assistance in combatting 
fires beyond their own boundaries. In such cases, the entity calling for 
aid may be held responsible for a tortious injury caused by an entity 
answering the call on the basis of respondeat superior. A small public 
entity may have a large outbreak of fire requiring the services of many 
fire departments and hundreds of men. To impose all risks of liability 
upon the agency calling for aid under such circumstances might expose 
it to risks of liability far beyond its capacity to bear. Moreover, most 
fire protection agencies are insured against liabilities that may arise 
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out of the operation of their firefighting vehicles. If the entity calling 
for aid were liable for torts committed by the entities answering its 
call, it would be required to procure insurance for a potential liability 
that had already been insured. The Commission recommends, therefore, 
that each public entity should be liable only for the torts committed 
by its own personnel. The public entities should, of course, have the 
right to allocate ultimate financial responsibility in some other way by 
agreement. 

4. Existing statutes provide an immunity to firefighting personnel 
for transporting persons injured by fire to obtain medical assistance. 
This immunity should be continued, for the fear of tort liability might 
provide an undesirable deterrence to the prompt and diligent furnish
ing of such assistance. 

Medical, Hospital and Public Health Activities 

Medical, hospital and public health activities of public entities have 
traditionally been regarded as "governmental" in nature, even where, 
for example, the particular hospital involved received paying patients 
and otherwise was operated like a private hospital. As a result, public 
entities have been immune from liability arising out of these activities. 
The effect of this immunity of public entities has been lessened, how
ever, by legislation authorizing the purchase of malpractice insurance 
for the personnel employed in such hospitals and requiring the State to 
pay judgments in malpractice cases brought against state officers and 
employees. 

The general recommendations relating to the liability of public en
tities will resolve most of the problems of liability and immunity grow
ing out of medical and hospital activities that have been revealed by 
the cases arising in jurisdictions where sovereign immunity has been 
waived. Some of these problems, though, call for statutes of particular 
application in this area of activity: 

1; A public entity should be liable for an injury which results from 
the failure to comply with an applicable statute, or an applicable regu
lation of the State Department of Public Health or the State Depart
ment of Mental Hygiene, which establishes minimum standards for 
equipment, personnel or facilities in public hospitals an{l other public 
medical facilities, unless the public entity establishes that it exercised 
reasonable diligence to comply with the statute or regulation. Although 
decisions as to the facilities, personnel or equipment to be provided in 
public medical facilities involve discretion and public policy to a high 
degree, nonetheless, when minimum standards have been :fixed by stat
ute or regulation, there should be no discretion to fail to meet those 
minimum standards. 

This recommendation will leave determinations of the standards to 
which public hospitals and other public medical facilities must con
form in the hands of the persons best qualified to make such determina
tions and will not leave those standards to the discretion of juries in 
damage actions. Hence, public entities will know what is expected of 
them and will continue to be able to make the basic decisions as to 
the standards and levels of care to be provided in public hospitals and 

3-75831 
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other public medical facilities within the range of discretion permitted 
by state statutes and regulations. 

Although most public hospitals and mental institutions are subject 
to regulation by the State Department of Public Health or the State 
Department of Mental Hygiene, some (e.g., the University of Cali
fornia's hospitals) are not. Yet, these hospitals should be required to 
exercise reasonable diligence to maintain the same minimum standards 
that other comparable public hospitals do. Accordingly, public entities 
should be liable for damages resulting from inadequate facilities, per
sonnel or equipment in public medical facilities not specifically subject 
to regulation if they do not exercise reasonable diligence to conform to 
the regulations applicable to other facilities of the same character and 
class. 

2. Public entities and public employees should be liable for the 
damages proximately caused by their intentional and unjustifiable in
terference with any right of an inmate of a public medical facility 
to seek judicial review of the legality of his confinement. The right 
of a person involuntarily confined to petition the courts is a funda
mental civil right that should receive effective legal protection. 

3. Public entities and public employees should not be liable for neg
ligence in diagnosing that a person is affiicted with mental illness or 
mental deficiency. Nor should liability be imposed for negligence in 
prescribing treatment for such conditions. Much of the diagnosis and 
treatment of these conditions goes on in public mental institutions. 
The field of psychotics is relatively new and standards of diagnosis 
and treatment are not as well defined as where physical illness is in
volved. Moreover, public mental hospitals must take all patients com
mitted to them; hence, there are frequently problems of supervision 
and treatment created by inadequate staff and excessive patient load 
that similar private hospitals do not have to meet. For the same rea
sons, no tort liability should exist for determining whether to confine 
a person for a mental or emotional disturbance for which commitment 
to a public hospital is authorized, nor for determining the terms and 
conditions of the confinement. Similarly, there should be no tort liability 
for determining whether to parole or release such persons. Providing 
immunity from tort liability does not, of course, impair any right to 
other legal remedies, such as a judicial review of the legality of any 
such confinement. The statute should make clear, however, that public 
entities and employees are liable for injuries caused by negligent or 
wrongful acts or omissions in administering or failing to administer 
prescribed treatment or confinement. 

4. Public health officials and public entities should not be liable for 
determining whether to impose quarantines or otherwise take action 
to prevent or control the spread of disease, where they have been given 
the legal power to determine whether or not such action should be taken. 
Where the law gives a public employee discretion to determine a course 
of conduct, liability should not be based upon the exercise -of that 
discretion in a particular manner; for this would permit the trier of 
fact to substitute its judgment as to how the discretion should have 
been exercised for the judgment of the person to whom such discretion 
was lawfully committed. But when a public official has a legal duty to 
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act in a particular manner, he should be liable for his wrongful or 
negligent failure to perform the duty; and his employing public entity 
should be liable if such failure occurs in the scope of his employment. 

5. Public entities and public health officials and other public em
ployees who are required to examine persons to determine their phys
ical condition should not be liable for failing to examine or to make an 
adequate examination of any person for the purpose of determining 
whether such person has a communicable disease or any other condi
tion that might constitute a hazard to the public or to the person 
examined. This immunity from liability would not cover an examination 
or diagnosis for the purpose of treatment, but would cover such 
examinations as public tuberculosis examinations, examinations for 
the purpose of determining whether persons should be isolated or 
quarantined, eye examinations for prospective drivers, and examina
tions of athletes-such as boxers or high school football players-to 
determine whether they are qualified to engage in athletic activity. 

The New York courts have granted similar immunities to public 
entities in that state. Government undertakes these activities to insure 
public health and safety and to add a measure of safety to some haz
ardous occupations, such as boxing. To provide the utmost public pro
tection, public entities should not be dissuaded from engaging in such 
activities by the fear that liability may be imposed if· an employee 
performs his duties inadequately. Far more persons would suffer if 
government did not perform these functions at all than would be 
benefited by permitting recovery in those cases where the government 
is shown to have performed inadequately. 

Tort Liability Under Agreements Between Public Entities 

Throughout the California statutes there are provisions authorizing 
public entities by agreement to embark upon joint projects. Other 
statutes authorize one public entity to contract with another public 
entity for the performance of various governmental services such as 
fire protection, police protection, tax assessment and tax collection. 
Under existing law, public entities even may, by agreement, create 
new and independent entities to carry out joint projects. 

The problems of governmental immunity and liability can become 
quite complex if no provision 'is made in these agreements for the 
allocation of responsibility for the torts that may occur in the per
formance of the agreements. Moreover, as governmental entities may 
create an independent entity to carry out a joint project, the par
ticipating public entities may insulate themselves from tort liability 
in connection with the project and leave the risk of such liability with 
an entity having limited resources and no power to raise money by 
taxation. 

The Commission recommends, therefore, that when agreements are 
entered into between public entities to carry out some project or 
activity, each of the contracting entities involved should be jointly 
and severally liable to the injured party for any torts that may occur 
in the performance of the agreement for which anyone of the en
tities, or any agency created by the agreement, is otherwise made 
liable by law. However, the entities should be permitted to allocate 
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the ultimate financial responsibility among themselves in whatever 
manner seems most desirable. Where an agreement between public 
entities fails to specify how the responsibility for tort liability is to 
be allocated, each of the entities should be required to contribute to 
anyone that is subjected to liability so that one entity will not have 
to bear alone what ought to be a common responsibilty. The share of 
each of the public entities should be determined by dividing the total 
amount of the liability by the number of public entities that are 
parties to the agreement. Where it would not be appropriate to 
determine contributions in this manner, the public entities may by 
agreement provide another method of allocating responsibility for 
tort liability. 

Disposition of Pending Claims and Actions 

A major problem that must be solved by any legislative program 
relating to sovereign immunity involves the disposition to be made 
of the claims and actions that are pending against the various public 
entities in the State. These claims and actions fall into several classi
fications, and the extent to which the Legislature constitutionally may 
adopt legislation a1iecting them varies with each di1ierent classifica
tion. In some instances, there are no clear precedents indicating the 
extent of the IJegislature's power. 

Inasmuch as the law relating to sovereign immunity prior to the 
Muskopf decision consisted of a welter of inconsistent statutes and 
decisions, and inasmuch as the e1iect of the Muskopf and Lipman 
decisions upon the previous law is quite uncertain, the Commission 
recommends that the legislation that is adopted by the Legislature 
relating to sovereign immunity be given a retroactive e1iect to the 
full extent that it constitutionally can be given such an e1iect. This 
will permit the courts, acting under this legislation, to develop a 
uniform body of law applicable to all cases involving the liability of 
public entities instead of developing one group of rules applicable 
to pre-Muskopf cases, another group of rules applicable to cases 
arising after Muskopf but before the moratorium legislation, another 
group of rules applicable to cases arising under the moratorium legis
lation, and still another group of rules applicable to cases arising 
after the e1iective date of the legislation to be adopted. 

Giving such a retroactive effect to the proposed legislation may, in 
some instances, create new liabilities that did not previously exist. 
On the other hand, it will abolish some pre-existing liabilities. It must 
be recognized, of course, that it may not be constitutional to abolish 
some vested causes of action. But, nonetheless, to the extent that a 
uniform body of law relating to the liability of public entities can 
be created by legislative action, the Commission recommends that 
such a body of law be created. 

In regard to those vested causes of action that cannot be abolished 
because of constitutional limitations upon the power of the Legisla
ture, the Commission recommends that a short claims filing period 
and a short statute of limitations should be made applicable so that, 
within a reasonably brief period, all cases reaching the courts will 
be decided under the standards approved by the Legislature. A sim
ilar technique was used when the causes of action for breach of 
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promise to marry, alienation of affections, criminal conversation and 
seduction were abolished. Code of Civil Procedure Section 341.5, 
enacted at the same time as the legislation abolishing those causes of 
action, required all actions to be brought on previously vested causes 
of action within 60 days after the effective date of that legislation. 

Claims relating to causes of action that cannot be constitutionally 
abolished should be presented in accordance with the applicable 
claims procedure within the period prescribed by the applicable 
claims procedure or before January 1, 1964, whichever is earlier. 
Actions upon such causes of action should be commenced within the 
period prescribed by the applicable statute of limitations or before 
July 1, 1964, whichever is earlier; except that if the applicable 
claims procedure requires that a claim be rejected before action can 
be commenced, action upon the claim should be commenced within six 
months from the date of rejection. These limitations will provide 
the holders of these causes of action a fair opportunity to present 
their claims and file their actions. But these limitations will cut off 
such causes of action in less than a year after the effective date of 
the legislation. Public entities will thus be enabled to determine the 
conditions under which they may be subjected to liability within a 
relatively brief period of time. 

Of course, the legislation should also provide that causes of action 
barred by claims requirements or statutes of limitation are not re
vived or reinstated. 

Amendments and Repeals of Existing Statutes 

A substantial number of codified and uncodified statutes relate to 
the liability of public entities and public employees. Many of these 
statutes are of general application and are inconsistent with the recom
mendations of the Commission. These statutes should be amended or 
repealed in view of the general liability statute recommended by the 
Commission. 

A large number of statutes relating to the liability of public entities 
and public employees relate to the activities of but one public entity. 
Revision of these statutes will be necessary in order to make the recom
mendations of the Law Revision Commission applicable to all public 
entities in the State. But inasmuch as these statutes are not of general 
application, and inasmuch as there is such a large number of these 
statutes, revising them to conform to the Commission's recommenda
tion does not appear to be a feasible venture until the ultimate nature 
of the governmental tort liability legislation that will be enacted in 
California becomes apparent. 

The general liability statute recommended by the Commission con
tains the text of each section of general application that should be 
amended or repealed. A comment under each of these sections indicates 
the reason why its amendment or repeal is proposed. In many cases 
where the comment states that an existing section is superseded by a 
provision in the legislation recommended by the Commission, the new 
provision may be somewhat narrower or broader (in imposing liability 
or granting immunity) than the existing law. In these cases, the Com
mission has concluded that the recommended provision is better than 
the existing law. 



PROPOSED LEGISLATION 
The Commission's recommendation would be effectuated by enact

ment of the following measure; 

An act to add Division 3.6 (commencing with Section 810) 
to Title 1 of the Government Code, and to amend Sections 
340, 1095 and 1242 of the Code of Civil Procedure, and to 
repeal Sections 903, 1041, 1042, 13551, 15512, 15513, 15514, 
15515 and 15516 of the Education Code, and to repeal Ar
ticle 1 (commencing with Section 1950) of Chapter 6 of 
Division 4 of Title 1 of, Article 6 (commencing with Sec
tion 50140) of Chapter 1 of Part 1 of Division 1 of Title 5 
of, Article 3 (commencing with Section 53050) of Chapter 2 
of Part 2 of Division 1 of Title 5 of, and Sections 2002.5, 
39586, 54002, 61627 and 61633 of, the Government Code, 
and to amend Sections 943 and 954 of, and to repeal Chapter 
23 (commencing with Section 5640) of Part 3 of Division 7 
of, the Streets and Highways Code, and to repeal Article 10 
(consisting of Section 51480) of Part 7 of Division 15 of, 
Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 60200) of Part 3 of 
Division 18 of, and Sections 22725, 22726, 22730, 22731, 
31083, 31089, 31090, 35750, 35751, 35755, 35756, 50150 and 
50152 of, the Water Code, and to amend Sections 6005, 6610.3 
and 6610.9 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and to 
repeal Section 21 of the Municipal Water District Act of 
1911 (Chapter 671, Statutes of 1911), and to repeal Section 
10 of Chapter 641 of the Statutes of 1931 (Flood Control 
and Flood Water Conservation District Act), relating to 
liability of public entities and public officers, agents and 
employees. 

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. Division 3.6 (commencing with Section 810) is 
added to Title 1 of the Government Code, to read; 

DIVISION 3.6. CLAIMS AND ACTIONS AGAINST 
PUBLIC ENTITIES AND PUBLIC EMPLOYEES 

PART 1. DEFINITIONS 

810. Unless the provision or context otherwise requires, 
the definitions contained in this part govern the construction 
of this division. 

Comment: This section is based on similar provisions found in the 
definitions or general provisions portions of various codes. See, for 
example, Section 5 of the Government Code. 

(834 ) 
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The definition of these terms in this part makes it possible to avoid 
unnecessary repetition in the various statutory provisions in Divi
sion 3.6. 

810.2. "Employee" includes an officer, agent or employee, 
but does not include an independent contractor. 

Comment: Independent contractors are excluded from the defini
tion of "employee" so that the problems of liability, insurance, defense, 
and claims arising out of acts and omissions of independent contractors 
may be met by different statutory provisions than those applicable to 
public employees. 

810.4. "Employment" includes office, agency or employ
ment. 

Comment: This definition obviates unnecessary repetition in later 
sections. 

810.6. "Enactment" means a constitutional provision, 
statute, charter provision, ordinance or regulation. 

Comment: This definition is intended to refer to all measures of a 
formal legislative or quasi-legislative nature. "Regulation" is defined 
in Section 811.6 to carry out this intent more fully. 

810.8. "Injury" means death, injury to a person, damage 
to or loss of property, or any other injury that a person may 
suffer to his person, reputation, character, feelings or estate, of 
such nature that it would be actionable if inflicted by a private 
person. 

Comment: This definition merely defines "injury"; it does not 
impose liability for an injury. The standards and conditions of liability 
for an injury are found in other provisions of this division and in other 
statutes. The purpose of the definition is to make clear that public 
entities and public employees may be held liable only for injuries to 
the kind of interests that have been protected by the courts in actions 
between private persons. 

811. "Law" includes not only enactments but also the 
decisional law applicable within this State as determined and 
declared from time to time by the courts of this State and of 
the United States. 

Comment: Section 810.6 defines enactment to mean a measure of 
a formal legislative or quasi-legislative nature. The definition of "law" 
contained in this section includes enactments and also the common law 
applicable within the State as determinlld by the courts. 

811.2. "Public entity" includes the State, the Regents of 
the University of California, a county, city, district, public 
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authority, public agency, and any other political subdivision 
or public corporation in the State. 

Comment: This definition is intended to include every kind of 
independent political or governmental entity in the State. 

811.4. "Public employee" means an employee of a public 
entity. 

Comment: Liability and immunity provisions in Division 3.6 are 
often made applicable to "public employees. " These provisions will not 
be applicable to independent contractors since the term" employee" is 
defined in Section 810.2 to exclude independent contractors. 

811.6. "Regulation" means a rule, regulation, order or 
standard, having the force of law, adopted by an employee or 
agency of the United States or of a public entity pursuant to 
authority vested by constitution, statute, charter or ordinance 
in such employee or agency to implement, interpret, or make 
specific the law enforced or administered by the employee or 
agency. 

Comment: See the comment under Section 810.6. 

811.8. "Statute" means an act adopted by the Legislature 
of this State or by the Congress of the United States, or a 
statewide initiative act. 

Comment: Section 810.6 defines enactment to mean a legislative 
or quasi-legislative measure adopted by any employee or agency of 
government that has power to legislate. "Statute" is here defined to 
include only those enactments that are adopted by Congress, the Legis
lature of California, or the people of California (by initiative act). 

PART 2. LIABILlTY OF PUBLIC ENTITIES 
AND PUBLIC EMPLOYEES 

CHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO LIABILITY 

Article 1. Scope of Part 

814. Nothing in this part affects liability based on contract 
or the right to obtain relief other than money or damages 
against a public entity or public employee. 

Comment: The doctrine of sovereign immunity has not protected 
public entities in California from liability arising out of contract. This 
section makes clear that this statute has no effect on the contractual 
liabilities of public entities or public employees. 

This section also declares that the provisions of this statute relating 
to liability of public entities and public employees have no effect upon 
whatever right a person may have to obtain relief other than money 
or damages. Thus, for example, even though Section 820.6 provides 
that public employees are not liable for enforcing unconstitutional 
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statutes, and even though public entities have a similar immunity under 
Sections 815 and 815.2, the right to enjoin the enforcement of uncon
stitutional statutes will still remain. Under this statute as limited by 
this section, the appropriate way to seek review of discretionary gov
ernmental actions is by an action for specific or preventive relief to 
control the abuse of discretion, not by tort actions for damages. 

Article 2. Liability of Public Entities 

815. Except as otherwise provided by enactment: 
(a) A public entity is not liable for an injury, whether 

such injury arises out of an act or omission of the public 
entity or a public employee or any other person. 

(b) The liability of a public entity established by this part 
(commencing with Section 814) is subject to any immunity 
of the public entity provided by statute and is subject to any 
defenses that would be available to the public entity if it were 
a private person. 

Comment: This section abolishes all common law or judicially 
declared forms of liability for public entities, except for such liability 
as may be required by the state or federal constitution, e.g., inverse 
condemnation. In the absence of a constitutional requirement, public 
entities may be held liable only if an enactment is found declaring 
them to be liable. Because of the limitations contained in Section 814, 
which declares that this part does not affect liability arising out of 
contract or the right to obtain specific relief against public entities 
and employees, the practical effect of this section is to eliminate any 
common law governmental liability for damages arising out of torts. 
The use of the word "tort" has been avoided, however, to prevent the 
imposition of liability by the courts by reclassifying the act causing the 
injury. 

In the following portions of this division, there are many sections 
providing for the liability of governmental entities under specified con
ditions. In other codes there are a few provisions providing for the 
liability of governmental entities, e.g., Vehicle Code Section 17001 et 
seq. and Penal Code Section 4900. But there is no liability in the ab
sence of an enactment declaring such liability. For example, there is 
no section in this statute declaring that public entities are liable for 
nuisance, even though the California courts have previously held that 
public entities are subject to such liability even in the absence of 
statute. Under this statute, the right to recover damages for nuisance 
will have to be established under the provisions relating to dangerous 
conditions of public property or under some other statute that may 
be applicable to the situation. However, the right to specific or preven
tive relief in nuisance cases is not affected. Similarly, this statute elimi
nates the common law liability of public entities for injuries inflicted 
in proprietary activities. 

In the following portions of this division, there also are many sec
tions granting public entities and public employees broad immunities 
from liability. In general, the statutes imposing liability are cumula
tive in nature, i.e., if liability cannot be established under the require
ments of one section, liability will nevertheless exist if liability can 
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be established under the provisions of another section. On the other 
hand, under subdivision (b) of this section, the immunity provisions 
will as a general rule prevail over all sections imposing liability. Where 
the sections imposing liability or granting an immunity do not fall into 
this general pattern, the sections themselves make this clear. 

Subdivision (b) also makes it clear that the sections imposing liability 
are subject to the ordinary defenses, such as contributory negligence 
and assumption of the risk, that are available in tort litigation be
tween private persons. 

815.2. (a) A public entity is liable for injury proximately 
caused by an act or omission of an employee of the public 
entity within the scope of his employment if the act or omis
sion would, apart from this section, have given rise to a cause 
of action against that employee or his personal representative. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided by enactment, a public 
entity is not liable for an injury reSUlting from an act or 
omission of an employee of the public entity where the em
ployee is immune from liability. 

Comment: This section imposes upon public entities vicarious 
liability for the tortious acts and omissions of their employees. It makes 
clear that in the absence of legislation a public entity cannot be held 
liable for an employee's act or omission where the employee himself 
would be immune. The California courts have held on many occasions 
that a public employee is immune from liability for his discretionary 
acts within the scope of his employment even though the discretion 
be abused. This rule is codified in Section 820.2 of this division. Under 
the above section, a public entity also is entitled to the protection of 
that immunity. Thus, this section nullifies the suggestion appearing in 
a dictum in Lipman v. Brisbane Elementary School District, 55 Cal.2d 
224, 11 Cal. Rptr. 97, 359 P.2d 465 (1961), that public entities may 
be liable for the acts of their employees even when the employees are 
immune. 

Under this section, it will not be necessary in every case to identify 
the particular employee upon whose act the liability of the public en
tity is to be predicated. All that will be necessary will be to show that 
some employee of the public entity tortiously inflicted the injury in 
the scope of his employment under circumstances where he would be 
personally liable. 

The exception appears in subdivision (b) because under certain 
circumstances it appears to be desirable to provide that a public entity 
is liable even when the employee is immune. For example, Section 816 
provides that an entity may be held liable for malicious prosecution 
even though the responsible employee is not directly liable. And under 
Section 815.8, a public entity may be liable for the discretionary act of 
an employee in selecting or failing to discipline a subordinate. 

Subdivision (a) expresses a rule that has been applicable to all public 
entities in the State insofar as their "proprietary" activities are con
cerned. The section is similar to the English Crown Proceedings Act 
of 1947, the Canadian Crown Proceedings Act, and a Uniform Pro
ceedings Against the Crown Act that has been adopted in several 
Canadian provinces. Under statutes of a similar nature, more than 
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2,400 public entities in California have been subjected to liability for 
the negligence of their employees or for all torts of their employees. 
Some statutes impose liability directly on the public entity, others 
require the public entity to pay jUdgments against their employees. 
These statutes are Education Code Section 903 (which applies to ap
proximately 1,734 school districts) , Water Code Section 50152 (ap
plicable to approximately 144 reclamation districts), and Section 10 
of the Flood Control and Flood Water Conservation District Act 
(applicable to approximately 4 districts), which impute the negligence 
of public employees to the public entity concerned, and Government 
Code Section 61633 (affecting approximately 85 community services 
districts), Water Code Sections 22730 (approximately 117 irrigation 
districts), 31090 (approximately 168 county water districts), 35755 
(approximately 92 California water districts) and 60202 (1 water 
replenishment district), Section 21 of the Municipal Water District 
Act of 1911 (approximately 45 municipal water districts), Section 38 
of the Alpine County Water Agency Act, Section 9.4 of the Amador 
County Water Agency Act, Section 76 of the Antelope Valley-East 
Kern Water Agency Law, Section 23 of the Contra Costa County Water 
Agency Act, Section 26 of the Crestline-Lake Arrowhead Water Agency 
Act, Section 24 of the Desert Water Agency Law, Section 37 of the 
EI Dorado County Water Agency Act, Section 9.3 of the Kern County 
Water Agency Act, Section 17 of the Kings River Conservation District 
Act, Section 7.4 of the Mariposa County Water Agency Act, Section 27 
of the Mojave Water Agency Law, Section 38 of the Nevada County 
Water Agency Act, Section 7.4 of the Placer County Water Agency 
Act, Section 24 of the San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency Law, Section 
7.4 of the Sutter County Water Agency Act, Section 24 of the Upper 
Santa Clara Valley Water Agency Law, Section 7.4 of the Yuba County 
Water Agency Act, and Section 37 of the Yuba-Bear River Basin 
Authority Act, which require public entities to pay tort judgments 
generally that are recovered against their personnel. 

815.4. A public entity is liable for injury proximately 
caused by a tortious act or omission of an independent con
tractor of the public entity to the same extent that the public 
entity would be subject to such liability if it were a private 
person. Nothing in this section subjects a public entity to lia
bility for the act or omission of an independent contractor if 
the public entity would not have been liable for the injury 
had the act or omission been that of an employee of the public 
entity. 

Comment: The California courts have held that public entities-and 
private persons, too-may at times be liable for the acts of their inde
pendent contractors. Snyder v. Southern Cal. Edison Co., 44 Cal.2d 
793,285 P.2d 912 (1955) (discussing general rule); Los Angeles County 
Flood Control Dist. v. Southern Cal. Bldg. & Loan Assn., 188 Cal. App. 
2d 850, 10 Cal. Rptr. 811 (1961). This section retains that liability. 
Under the terms of this section, though, a public entity cannot be held 
liable for an independent contractor's act if the entity would have been 
immune had the act been that of a public employee. 
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815.6. Where a public entity is under a mandatory duty 
imposed by an enactment that is designed to protect against 
the risk of a particular kind of injury, the public entity is 
liable for an injury of that kind proximately caused by its 
failure to discharge the duty unless the public entity estab
lishes that it exercised reasonable diligence to discharge the 
duty. 

Comment: This section declares the familiar rule, applicable to 
both public entities and private persons, that failure to comply with 
applicable statutory or regulatory standards is negligence unless rea
sonable diligence has been exercised in an effort to comply with those 
standards. Alarid v. Vanier, 50 Ca1.2d 617, 327 P.2d 897 (1958) (set
ting forth general rule) ; Lehmann v. Los Angeles City Bd. of Educ., 
154 Cal. App.2d 256, 316 P.2d 55 (1957) (applying rule to public 
entity). 

In the sections that follow in this division, there are stated some 
immunities from this general rule of liability. See, for example, Section 
818.2. 

815.8. A public entity is liable for an injury caused by an 
employee of the public entity if the injury was proximately 
caused by the failure of the appointing power of the public 
entity to: 

(a) Exercise due care in selecting or appointing the em
ployee; or 

(b) Exercise due care to eliminate the risk of such injury 
after the appointing power had knowledge or notice that the 
conduct, or the continued retention, of the employee in the 
position to which he was assigned created an unreasonable 
risk of such injury. 

Comment: This section expresses a principle contained in a number 
of codified and un codified statutes-that a public employee is not liable 
for the torts of a subordinate unless the superior public employee failed 
to exercise due care in selecting or failing to discipline the subordinate 
employee. 

The practical effect of the section is quite limited. It has independent 
significance only where the subordinate employee was not guilty of 
tortious conduct or was outside the scope of his employment. If the 
subordinate is guilty of tortious conduct within the scope of his employ
ment, the liability of the public entity may be founded on Section 815.2. 

The liability under this section must be based on a failure to exercise 
due care on the part of the "appointing power," i.e., that superior 
employee with the power to appoint or institute disciplinary proceed
ings. Thus, the findings and orders of civil service commissions or per
sonnel boards may not be subjected to collateral attack in tort actions 
under this section. 

Statutes expressing a similar rule are Government Code Sections 
1953.6, 1954, and 61627, Water Code Sections 22726, 31083, 35751, and 
60200, Section 21 of the Municipal Water District Act of 1911, Section 
36 of the Alpine County Water Agency Act, Section 9.2 of the Amador 
County Water Agency Act, Section 76 of the Antelope Valley-East 
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Kern Water Agency Law, Section 26 of the Crestline-Lake Arrowhead 
Water Agency Act, Section 24 of the Desert Water Agency Law, Section 
35 of the El Dorado County Water Agency Act, Section 9.1 of the Kern 
County Water Agency Act, Section 14 of the Kings River Conservation 
District Act, Section 7.2 of the Mariposa County Water Agency Act, 
Section 36 of the Nevada County Water Agency Act, Section 7.2 of 
the Placer County 'Vater Agency Act, Section 24 of the San Gorgonio 
Pass Water Agency Law, Section 7.2 of the Sutter CQunty Water 
Agency Act, Section 24 of the Upper Santa Clara Valley Water Agency 
Law, Section 7.2 of the Yuba County Water Agency Act, and Section 
35 of the Yuba-Bear River Basin Authority Act. 

816. A public entity is liable for injury proximately caused 
by an employee of the public entity if the employee, acting 
within the scope of his employment, instituted or prosecuted a 
judicial or administrative proceeding without probable cause 
and with actual malice. 

Oomment: Under the previous law, public employees were not 
liable for malicious prosecution. White v. Towers, 37 Ca1.2d 727, 235 
P.2d 209 (1951). This immunity is continued by Section 821.6. But 
under the above Section 816, the public entity employing the particular 
employee may be held liable. The public entity may then, under the 
provisions of Section 825.6, recover any amounts paid on the judgment 
from the employee whose maliciousness caused the injury. 

818. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a public 
entity is not liable for damages awarded under Section 3294 
of the Civil Code or other damages imposed primarily for the 
sake of example and by way of punishing the defendant. 

Oomment: This section exempts public entities from liability for 
punitive or exemplary damages. 

818.2. A public entity is not liable for an injury caused 
by adopting or failing to adopt an enactment or by failing to 
enforce any enactment. 

Oomment: This section would be unnecessary except for a possible 
implication that might arise from Section 815.6, which imposes liability 
upon public entities for failure to exercise reasonable diligence to com
ply with a mandatory duty imposed by an enactment. This section 
recognizes that the wisdom of legislative or quasi-legislative action, and 
the discretion of law enforcement officers in carrying out their duties, 
should not be subject to review in tort suits for damages if political 
responsibility for these decisions is to be retained. 

The New York courts recognize a similar immunity in the absence of 
statute. Under the Federal Tort Claims Act, this immunity falls within 
the general immunity for discretionary acts. 

818.4. A public entity is not liable for an injury caused 
by the issuance, denial, suspension or revocation of, or by the 
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failure or refusal to issue, deny, suspend or revoke, any permit, 
license, certificate or similar authorization where the public 
entity or an employee of the public entity is authorized by 
enactment to determine whether or not such authorization 
should be issued, denied, suspended or revoked. 

Comment: This section, like the previous one, would be unnecessary 
but for a possible implication that might arise from Section 815.6. It 
recognizes another immunity that has been recognized by the New York 
courts in the absence of statute. Under the Federal Tort Claims Act, 
the immunity would be within the general discretionary immunity. 
Direct review of this type of action by public entities is usually avail
able through writ proceedings. 

818.6. A public entity is not liable for injury caused by 
its failure to make an inspection, or to make an adequate 
inspection, of any property, other than property of the public 
entity, for the purpose of determining whether the property 
complies with or violates any enactment or contains or consti
tutes a hazard to health or safety. 

Comment: Like the previous two sections, this section would be 
unnecessary but for Section 815.6. It recognizes another immunity that 
has been recognized by the New York courts in the absence of statute. 
Because of the extensive nature of the inspection activities of public 
entities, a public entity would be exposed to the risk of liability for 
virtually all property defects within its jurisdiction if this immunity 
were not granted. 

So far as its own property is concerned, a public entity may be held 
liable under Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 830) for negligently 
failing to discover a dangerous condition by conducting reasonable 
inspections, or a public entity may be held liable under Section 815.6 
if it does not exercise reasonable diligence to comply with any manda
tory legal duty that it may have to inspect its property. 

The immunity provided by this section relates to the "adequacy" 
of the inspection; the section does not provide immunity, for example, 
where a public employee negligently injures a person while making an 
inspection. 

Article 3. Liability of Public Employees 

820. (a) Except as otherwise provided by statute (includ
ing Section 820.2), a public employee is liable for injury 
caused by his act or omission to the same extent as a private 
person. 

(b) The liability of a public employee established by this 
part (commencing with Section 814) is subject to any defenses 
that would be available to the public employee if he were a 
private person. 

Comment: This section declares the pre-existing law. 
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820.2. Except as otherwise provided by enactment, a public 
employee is not liable for an injury resulting from his act or 
omission where the act or omission was the result of the exer
cise of the discretion vested in him, whether or not such dis
cretion be abused. 

Comment: This section restates the pre-existing California law. 
Lipman v. Brisbane Elem. School Dist., 55 Ca1.2d 224, 11 Cal. Rptr. 97, 
359 P.2d 465 (1961) ; Hardy v. Vial, 48 Ca1.2d 577,311 P.2d494 (1957) ; 
White v. Towers, 37 Ca1.2d 727, 235 P.2d 209 (1951). The discretionary 
immunity rule is restated here in statutory form to ensure that, unless 
otherwise provided by enactment, public employees will continue to 
remain immune from liability for their discretionary acts within the 
scope of their employment. 

In the sections that follow, several immunities of public employees 
are set forth even though they have been regarded as within the dis
cretionary immunity. These specific immunities are stated here in 
statutory form so that the liability of public entities and employees 
may not be expanded by redefining "discretionary immunity" to ex
clude certain acts that had previously been considered as discretionary. 

820.4. A public employee is not liable for his act or omis
sion, exercising due care, in the execution of any enactment. 
Nothing in this section exonerates a public employee from lia
bility for false arrest or false imprisonment. 

Comment: This immunity, by virtue of Section 815.2, will inure 
to the benefit of the public entity employing the particular public em
ployee. A similar immunity in almost identical language appears in 
the Federal Tort Claims Act. 

820.6. If a public employee, exercising due care, acts in 
good faith, without malice, and under the apparent authority 
of an enactment that is unconstitutional, invalid or inapplica
ble, he is not liable for an injury caused thereby except to 
the extent that he would have been liable had the enactment 
been constitutional, valid and applicable. 

Comment: This section broadens an immunity contained in former 
Government Code Section 1955 that applied only to actions pursuant to 
unconstitutional statutes. 

820.8. Except as otherwise provided by enactment, a public 
employee is not liable for an injury caused by the act or omis
sion of another person. Nothing in this section exonerates a 
public employee from liability for injury proximately caused 
by his own negligent or wrongful act or omission. 

Comment: This section expresses a principle contained in several 
sections scattered through the codes and un codified acts that limit a 
public employee's liability to liability for his own negligent or wrong
ful conduct. The section nullifies the holdings of a few old cases that 
some public officers are vicariously liable for the torts of their subordi
nates. 
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Sections expressing a similar rule are Agricultural Code Sect~ 
748, 1300.21, 2185, 2916, 3407, 5084, 5406, and 5571, Education Code 
Sections 1042, 13551, and 15512, Government Code Section 1953.5, 
Water Code Sections 22725 and 35750, Section 49 of the Orange County 
Water District Act, Section 23 of the Contra Costa County Water 
Agency Act, and Section 27 of the Mojave 'Water Agency Law. 

See Section 815.8, imposing liability on public entities for failure to 
exercise due care in selecting or failing to discipline employees. 

This section and Section 820 permit the repeal of sections such as 
Government Code Section 1953.5, which provides that a public employee 
is not liable for money stolen from his custody unless he failed to 
exercise due care. Government Code Section 1953.5 is merely an appli
cation of the principle of these two sections to one particular set of 
circumstances. 

821. A public employee is not liable for an injury caused 
by his adoption of or failure to adopt an enactment or by his 
failure to enforce an enactment. 

Oomment: This section continues an existing immunity of public 
employees. Martelli v. Pollock, 162 Cal. App.2d 655, 328 P.2d 795 
(1958) (city councilman immune for actions as councilman) ; Rubinow 
v. County of San Bernardino, 169 Cal. App.2d 67, 336 P.2d 968 (1959) 
(no liability for failure to arrest drunk driver). 

821.2. A 'public employee is not liable for an injury caused 
by his issuance, denial, suspension or revocation of, or by his 
failure or refusal to issue, deny, suspend or revoke, any per
mit, license, certificate or similar authorization where he is 
authorized by enactment to determine whether or not such 
authorization should be issued, denied, suspended or revoked. 

Comment: The immunity stated here has been long established in 
California. Downer v. Lent, 6 Cal. 94 (1856) (pilot commissioners im
mune from liability for maliciously revoking pilot's license). 

821.4. A public employee is not liable for injury caused by 
his failure to make an inspection, or to make an adequate in
spection, of any property, other than the property of the pub
lic entity employing the public employee, for the purpose of 
determining whether the property complies with or violates 
any enactment or contains or constitutes a hazard to health 
or safety. 

Oomment: This section grants immunity to a public employee for 
his failure to make adequate inspections of private property. Thus, a 
building inspector would be immune from liability if he negligently 
failed to detect a defect in the building being inspected. So far as a 
public employee's liability for public property is concerned, see Sec
tions 840 to 840.6, relating to the liability of public employees for 
dangerous conditions of public property. 

The immunity provided by this section relates to the" adequacy" 
of the inspection; the section does not provide immunity, for example, 
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-where a public employee negligently injures a person while making an 
inspection. 

821.6. A public employee is not liable for injury caused by 
his instituting or prosecuting any judicial or administrative 
proceeding within the scope of his employment, even if he acts 
maliciously and without probable cause. 

Comment: The California courts have repeatedly held public em
ployees immune from liability for this sort of conduct. White v. 
Towers, 37 Ca1.2d 727, 235 P.2d 209 (1951); Coverstone v. Davies, 38 
Cal.2d 315, 239 P.2d 876 (1952); Hardy v. Vial, 48 Ca1.2d 577, 311 
P.2d 494 (1957). See Section 816 and the comment to that section. 

821.8. A public employee is not liable for an injury arising 
out of his entry upon any property where such entry is ex
pressly or impliedly authorized by law. Nothing in this section 
exonerates a public employee from liability for an injury 
proximately caused by his own negligent or wrongful act or 
omission. 

Comment: This section expresses a principle contained in a large 
number of statutes scattered through the codes providing particular 
public employees with a similar immunity. The section nullifies the 
common law rule that a public employee who enters property under 
authority of law but then commits a negligent or wrongful act is a 
trespasser ab initio and liable for all damages resulting from his entry. 

Sections that include provisions similar to this section are Business 
and Professions Code Section 5312, Code of Civil Procedure Section 
1242, Public Resources Code Section 4006.6, Public Utilities Code Sec
tion 21635, Section 5 of the Alameda County Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District Act, Section 5 of the Contra Costa County Flood 
Control and Water Conservation District Act, Section 5 of the Contra 
Costa County Storm Drainage District Act, Section 6 of the Del Norte 
County Flood Control District Act, Section 6 of the Humboldt County 
Flood Control District Act, Section 5 of the Lake County Flood Control 
and Water Conservation District Act, Section 5 of the Marin County 
Flood Control and Water Conservation District Act, Section 5 of the 
Monterey County Flood Control and Water Conservation District Act, 
Section 5 of the Napa County Flood Control and Water Conservation 
District Act, Section 6 of the San Benito County Water Conservation 
and Flood Control District Act, Section 5 of the San Joaquin County 
Flood Control and Water Conservation District Act, Section 5 of the 
San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation Dis
trict Act, Section 5 of the Santa Barbara County Flood Control and 
Water Conservation District Act, and Section 5 of the Santa Clara 
County Flood Control and Water Conservation District Act. 

Article 4. Indemnification of Public Employees 

825. If an employee or former employee of a public entity 
requests the public entity to defend him against any claim or 
action against him for an injury arising out of an act or omis
sion occurring within the scope of his employment as an em-
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ployee of the public entity or if the public entity conducts the 
defense of an employee or former employee against any claim 
or action, the public entity shall pay any judgment based 
thereon or any compromise or settlement of the claim or action 
to which the public entity has agreed. Nothing in this section 
authorizes a public entity to pay such part of a claim or judg
ment as is for punitive or exemplary damages. 

Comment: The sections in this article require public entities to 
pay claims and judgments against public employees that arise out of 
their public employment. The sections permit the public entity to re
cover such amounts from the employee only where the employee has 
acted with actual malice, actual fraud or corruption. But to avoid con
flicts of interest, the public entity waives its right to recover from the 
employee if it furnishes his defense. 

A number of sections scattered throngrout the California statutes 
grant particular classes of public employees similar rights. Unlike 
many of these sections, the sections in this article require the pnblic 
employee to offer the defense of the action to the public entity before 
he is entitled to the rights this article grants. 

Similar sections, some of which are superseded by this statute, are 
Government Code Sections 2002.5 and 61633, Water Code Sections 
22730,31090,35755, and 60202, Section 38 of the Alpine County Water 
Agency Act, Section 9.4 of the Amador County Water Agency Act, 
Section 76 of the Antelope Valley-East Kern Water Agency Law, Sec
tion 23 of the Contra Costa County Water Agency Act, Section 26 of 
the Crestline-Lake Arrowhead Water Agency Act, Section 24 of the 
Desert Water Agency Law, Section 37 of the El Dorado County Water 
Agency Act, Section 9.3 of the Kern County Water Agency Act, Section 
17 of the Kings River Conservation District Act, Section 7.4 of the 
Mariposa County Water Agency Act, Section 27 of the Mojave Water 
Agency Law, Section 38 of the Nevada County Water Agency Act, 
Section 7.4 of the Placer County Water Agency Act, Section 24 of the 
San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency I~aw, Section 7.4 of the Sutter County 
Water Agency Act, Section 24 of the Upper Santa Clara Valley Water 
Agency Law, Section 7.4 of the Yuba County Water Agency Act, and 
Section 37 of the Yuba-Bear River Basin Aut:ttority Act. 

825.2. (a) Subject to subdivision (b), if an employee or 
former employee of a public entity pays any claim or judg
ment against him, or any portion thereof, that the public en
tity is required to pay under Section 825, he is entitled to 
recover the amount of such payment from the public entity. 

(b) If the public entity did not conduct his defense against 
the action or claim, or if the public entity conducted such 
defense pursuant to an agreement with him reserving the 
rights of the public entity against him, an employee or former 
employee of a public entity may recover from the public 
entity under subdivision (a) only if he establishes that the 
act or omission upon which the claim or judgment is based 
occurred within the scope of his employment as an employee of 
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the public entity and the public entity fails to establish that 
lle acted or failed to act because of actual fraud, corruption or 
actual malice. 

Comment: This section permits a public employee to enforce his 
right of indemnity against the public entity where he has been re
quired to pay a judgment that the entity is required to pay under 
Section 825. 

825.4. Except as provided in Section 825.6, if a public en
tity pays any claim or judgment against itself or against an 
employee or former employee of the public entity, or any por
tion thereof, for an injury arising out of an act or omission 
of the employee or former employee of the public entity, he 
is not liable to indemnify the public entity. 

Comment: See comment to Section 825. 

825.6. (a) If a public entity pays any claim or judgment, 
or any portion thereof, either against itself or against an em
ployee or former employee of the public entity, for an injury 
arising out of an act or omission of the employee or former 
employee of the public entity, the public entity may recover 
from the employee or former employee the amount of such 
payment if he acted or failed to act because of actual fraud, 
corruption or actual malice. Except as provided in subdivision 
(b), a public entity may not recover any payments made upon 
a jUdgment or claim against an employee or former employee 
if the public entity conducted his defense against the action 
or claim. 

(b) If a public entity pays any claim or judgment, or any 
portion thereof, against an employee or former employee of 
the public entity for an injury arising out of his act or omis
sion, and if the public entity conducted his defense against 
the claim or action pursuant to an agreement with him reserv
ing the rights of the public entity against him, the public entity 
may recover the amount of such payment from him unless he 
establishes that the act or omission upon which the claim or 
judgment is based occurred within the scope of his employ
ment as an employee of the public entity and the public 
entity fails to establish that he acted or failed to act because 
of actual fraud, corruption or actual malice. 

Comment: See comment to Section 825. This section is worded 
broadly to apply whenever the public entity is required to pay a judg
ment, whether the judgment is against the entity itself or against the 
employee. The entity has the right to recover the amount paid from 
the responsible employee whenever the employee has acted with actual 
malice, actual fraud or corruption. The public entity will have this 
right even in those cases where the public employee would have been 
immune from liability had he been sued directly. See, for example, 
Sections 816 and 821.6, relating to malicious prosecution. 
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CHAPTER 2. DANGEROUS CONDITIONS OF PUBLIC PROPERTY 

Article 1. General 

830. As used in this chapter: 
(a) "Dangerous condition" means a condition of property 

that creates a substantial (as distinguished from a minor, 
trivial or insignificant) risk of injury when such property 
or adjacent property is used with due care in a manner in 
which it is reasonably foreseeable that it will be used. 

(b) "Protect against" includes repairing, remedying or 
correcting a dangerous condition, providing safeguards against 
a dangerous condition, and warning of a dangerous condition. 

(c) "Property of a public entity" and "public property" 
mean real or personal property owned or controlled by the 
public entity, but do not include easements, encroachments 
and other property that are located on the property of the pub
lic entity but are not owned or controlled by the public entity. 

Comment: This section defines the terms used in this chapter. The 
definition of "dangerous condition" defines the type of property con
ditions for which a public entity may be held liable but does not impose 
liability. A public entity may be held liable for a "dangerous condi
tion" of public property only if it has acted unreasonably in creating 
or failing to remedy Or warn against the condition under the circum
stances described in subsequent sections. 

A "dangerous condition" is defined in terms of "foreseeable use." 
This does not change the pre-existing law relating to cities, counties 
and school districts. These entities are liable under Government Code 
Section 53051 for maintaining property in a condition that creates a 
hazard to foreseeable users even if those persons use the property for 
a purpose for which it is not designed to be used or for a purpose that 
is illegal. Acosta v. County of Los Angeles, 56 Cal.2d 208, 14 Cal. Rptr. 
433, 363 P.2d 473 (1961); Torkelson v. -City of Redlands, 198 Cal. 
App.2d 354, 17 Cal. Rptr. 899 (1961). 

The definition of ".dangerous condition" is quite broad because it 
incorporates the broad definition of "injury" contained in Section 
810.8. Thus, the danger involved need not be a danger of physical in
jury; it may be a danger of injury to intangible interests so long as the 
injury is of a kind that the law would redress if it were inflicted by a 
private person. For example, liability for an offensive odor may be 
imposed if the requirements of this chapter are satisfied. 

Under the previous law, public entities were liable for maintaining a 
nuisance; but under this statute liability for conditions that would 
constitute a nuisance will have to be based on the somewhat more rig
orous standards set forth in this chapter. Liability for such conditions 
cannot be imposed upon a nuisance theory because Section 815 provides 
public entities with immunity from liability unless liability is imposed 
by an enactment, and there is no enactment imposing liability on a 
nuisance theory. 

"Adjacent property" as used in the definition of "dangerous con
dition" refers to the area that is exposed to the risk created by a dan-
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gerous condition of the public property. For example, the hazard cre
ated by a condition of public property may not be a hazard to persons 
using the public property itself, but may be a hazard to other property 
or to those using other property. A tree located on public property 
may have a decayed limb overhanging private property and creating 
a hazard to that property and the persons on it. Explosives on public 
property may create a hazard to a wide area of private property 
adjacent to the public property. 

Under the definition as it is used in subsequent sections, a public 
entity cannot be held liable for dangerous conditions of "adjacent 
property. " A public entity may be liable only for dangerous conditions 
of its own property. But its own property may be considered dangerous 
if it creates a substantial risk of injury to adjacent property or to 
persons on adjacent property; and its own property may be considered 
dangerous if a condition on the adjacent property exposes those using 
the public property to a substantial risk of injury. . 

A condition is not dangerous within the meaning of this chapter 
unless it creates a hazard to those who foreseeably will use the property 
or adjacent property with due care. Thus, even though it is foreseeable 
that persons may use public property without due care, a public entity 
may not be held liable for failing to take precautions to protect such 
persons. The definition would, however, take into consideration the 
standard of care that would be applicable to foreseeable users of the 
property. Where it is reasonably foreseeable that persons to whom a 
lower standard of care is applicable--such as children-may be exposed 
to a substantial risk of injury from the property, the public entity 
should be required to take reasonable precautions to protect such per
sons from that risk. Thus, a public entity may be expected to fence a 
swimming pool or to fence or lock up a dangerous instrumentality if 
it is reasonably foreseeable that small children may be injured if such 
precautions are not taken. 

Although the condition will not be considered dangerous within the 
meaning of this chapter unless it creates a hazard to those who fore
seeably will use the property or adjacent property with due care, this 
does not require that the injured person prove that he was free from 
contributory negligence. Contributory negligence is a matter of defense 
under subdivision (b) of Section 815. The plaintiff is, however, required 
to establish that the condition was one that created a hazard to a person 
who foreseeably would use the property or adjacent property with 
due care. 

A condition will not be considered dangerous unless it creates a sub
stantial (as distinguished from a minor, trivial or insignificant) risk 
of injury. 

The definition of "protect against" is self-explanatory. 
"Property of a public entity" excludes easements, encroachments 

and similar property, not owned or controlled by the public entity, that 
may be located on the property of a public entity in order to make 
clear that it is not the duty of the owner of the servient estate to in
spect such property for hazards; rather, it is the duty of the person 
or entity that owns the easement, encroachment, etc. Of course, if the 
condition of the easement or encroachment renders the public property 
dangerous-as, for example, where a privately owned power line fall!'; 
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or sags across a public highway-the public entity will have an obliga
tion to take reasonable precautions after it receives notice of the con
dition. 

830.2. A condition is not a dangerous condition within the 
meaning of this chapter if the trial or appellate court, viewing 
the evidence most favorably to the plaintiff, determines as a 
matter of law that the risk created by the condition was of 
such a minor, trivial or insignificant nature in view of the 
surrounding circumstances that no reasonable person would 
conclude that the condition created a substantial risk of injury 
when such property or adjacent property was used with due 
care in a manner in which it was reasonably foreseeable that 
it would be used. 

Comment: This section declares a rule that has been applied by 
the courts ·in cases involving dangerous conditions of sidewalks. Tech
nically it is unnecessary, for it merely declares the rule that would be 
applied in any event when a court rules upon the sufficiency of the 
evidence. It is included in the chapter to emphasize that the courts are 
required to determine that there is evidence from which a reasonable 
person could conclude that a substantial, as opposed to a possible, risk 
is involved before they may permit the jury to find that a condition is 
dangerous. 

830.4. A condition is not a dangerous condition within the 
meaning of this chapter merely because of the failure to 
provide regulatory traffic control signals, stop signs, yield 
right-of-way signs, or speed restriction signs, as described by 
the Vehicle Code, or distinctive roadway markings as described 
in Section 21460 of the Vehicle Code. 

Comment: This section prevents the liability of a public entity for 
dangerous conditions of public property from being based upon the 
failure to provide regulatory traffic signs. The California courts have 
held public entities immune from liability for failure to provide stop 
signs. Perry v. City of Santa Monica, 130 Cal. App.2d 370, 279 P.2d 92 
(1955). This section would not, however, prevent the imposition of 
liability where a dangerous condition exists and a warning signal or 
device of the kind mentioned in Section 830.8 would be required. 

830.6. Neither a public entity nor a public employee is 
liable under this chapter for an injury caused by the plan or 
design of a construction of, or an improvement to, public 
property where such plan or design has been approved in 
advance of the construction or improvement by the legislative 
body of the public entity or by some other body or employee 
exercising discretionary authority to give such approval or 
where such plan or design is prepared in conformity with 
standards previously so approved, if the trial or appellate 
court determines that there is any substantial evidence upon 
the basis of which (a) a reasonable public employee could 
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have adopted the plan or design or the standards therefor 
or (b) a reasonable legislative body or other body or employee 
could have approved the plan or design or the standards 
therefor. 

Comment: Sections 830.6 to 831.6, inclusive, describe certain limita
tions on the liability of public entities for conditions of public prop
erty. Some of these limitations have been previously established by the 
courts of this State in determining the liability of entities under the 
Public Liability Act of 1923; some have been established by the courts 
of other states where public entities are liable generally for their 
torts. Still others reflect policies previously adopted by the Legisla
ture or logical extensions of the legislatively and judicially established 
policies. The immunities are stated here in statutory form so that litiga
tion will not be needed to determine whether or not there is liability in 
these situations under this statute. 

Section 830.6 provides immunity where a governmentaJ body exercises 
the discretion given to it under the laws of the State in the planning 
and designing of public construction and improvements. No similar 
immunity for liability is provided entities under the Public Liability 
Act of 1923. The immunity provided by Section 830.6 is an immunity 
from liability under this chapter (Sections 830 to 840.6) only; hence, 
a public entity in some cases may be held liable under some enactment 
not contained in this chapter. For example, a public entity might be 
held liable under Section 815.6 for an injury resulting from its failure 
to exercise reasonable diligence to discharge a mandatory duty imposed 
by an enactment. 

The immunity provided by Section 830.6 is similar to an immunity 
that has been granted by judicial decision to public entities in New 
York. See Weiss v. Fote, 7 N.Y.2d 579, 200 N.Y.S.2d 409,167 N.E.2d 63 
(1960). 

830.8. Neither a public entity nor a public employee is 
liable under this chapter for an injury caused by the failure 
to provide traffic· or warning signals, signs, markings or devices 
described in the Vehicle Code. Nothing in this section exon
erates a public entity or public employee from liability for 
injury proximately caused by such failure if a signal, sign, 
marking or device (other than one described in Section 830.4) 
was necessary to warn of a dangerous condition which endan
gered the safe movement of traffic and which would not be 
reasonably apparent to, and would not have been anticipated 
by, a person exercising due care. 

Comment: This section prevents the imposition of liability based 
on the failure to provide traffic regulatory or warning signals or devices 
of a type not listed in Section 830.4, but liability may exist for failure 
to provide such a signal or device where the condition constitutes a trap 
to a person using the street or ~ighway with due care. 

831. Neither a public entity nor a public employee is liable 
for an injury caused by the effect on the use of streets and 
highways of weather conditions as such. Nothing in this section 
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exonerates a public entity or public employee from liability 
for injury proximately caused by such effect if it would not 
be reasonably apparent to, and would not be anticipated by, 
a person exercising due care. For the purpose of this section, 
the effect on the use of streets and highways of weather con
ditions includes the effect of fog, wind, rain, flood, ice or snow 
but does not include physical damage to or deterioration of 
streets and highways resulting from weather conditions. 

Oomment: This section may be unnecessary in view of the other 
provisions of this chapter setting forth the conditions of liability for 
dangerous conditions of public property. Nonetheless, it is included to 
forestall unmeritorious litigation that might be brought in an effort to 
hold public entities responsible for injuries caused by weather. 

831.2. (a) Neither a public entity nor a public employee 
is liable for an injury caused by a natural condition of any 
natural lake, stream, river or beach, if at the time of the injury 
the person who suffered the injury was not using the property 
for a purpose for which the public entity intended the property 
to be used. 

(b) Nothing in this section exonerates a public entity or a 
public employee from liability for injury proximately caused 
by such a condition if: 

(1) The condition is a dangerous condition that would not 
be reasonably apparent to, and would not be anticipated by, 
a person using the property with due care; and 

(2) The public entity or the public employee had actual 
knowledge of the condition a sufficient time prior to the injury 
to have taken measures to protect against the dangerous con
dition. 

Oomment: This section is included so that public entities will not 
be required to inspect the many bodies of water and water courses in 
the State that are not held out for public use. Of course, where a public 
entity designates a body of water for use as a public park, it may be 
expected to conduct reasonable inspections to see that the property is 
safe for such use. 

Under this section liability may not be predicated on the entity's 
knowledge of the dangerous condition alone. The plaintiff must establish 
that the condition amounted to a trap and must also meet the evi
dentiary burdens placed on him in the other portions of this chapter. 
Moreover, the entity may escape liability by showing the defensive 
watters it is entitled to show under other provisions of this chapter 
Or under subdivision (b) of Section 815. 

831.4. (a) Neither a public entity nor a public employee 
is liable for an injury caused by a condition of any unpaved 
road which is not a state or federal highway and which pro
vides access to fishing, hunting or primitive camping, recre
ational or scenic areas and which is never or only rarely used 
by the general public for other purposes, or of any hiking, 
riding, fishing or hunting trail. 
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(b) Nothing in this section exonerates a public entity or 
public employee from liability proximately caused by such a 
condition if: 

(1) The condition is a dangerous condition that would not 
be reasonably apparent to, and would not be anticipated by, 
a person using such property with due care; and 

(2) The public entity or the public employee had actual 
knowledge of the condition a sufficient time prior to the injury 
to have taken measures to protect against the dangerous con
dition. 

Comment: This section continues and extends an existing policy 
adopted by the Legislature in Government Code Section 54002. It is 
desirable to have trails for hikers and riders and roads for campers 
into the primitive regions of the State, but the burden and expense 
of maintaining a continuous inspection of such property would probably 
cause many public entities to close such roads and trails to public use. 
Hence, this subdivision permits an entity to be held liable for a dan
ger()us condition of such property only if it has actual knowledge of 
the condition. 

In connection with this section, it should be noted that the Commis
sion amendment to Section 954 of the Streets and Highways Code 
provides -counties with an absolute immunity for death or injury to a 
vehicle owner or operator or passenger, or for damage to a vehicle or 
its contents, resulting from a dangerous condition of a stock trail. 

Under this section, as under Section 831.2, liability may not be predi
cated on the entity's knowledge of the dangerous condition alone. The 
plaintiff must establish that the condition amounted to a trap and must 
also meet the evidentiary burdens placed on him in the other portions 
of this chapter. Moreover, the entity may escape liability by showing 
the defensive matters it is entitled to show under other provisions of 
this chapter or under subdivision (b) of Section 815. 

831.6. Neither the State nor an employee of the State is 
liable under this chapter for any injury caused by a condition 
of the unimproved and unoccupied portions of: 

(a) The ungranted tidelands and submerged lands, and the 
beds of navigable rivers, streams, lakes, bays, estuaries, inlets 
and straits, owned by the State. 

(b) The unsold portions of the 16th and 36th sections of 
school lands, the unsold portions of the 500,000 acres granted 
to the State for school purposes, and the unsold portions of the 
listed lands selected of the United States in lieu of the 16th 
and 36th sections and losses to the school grant. 

Comment: This section exempts the State from liability under the 
dangerous conditions statute for conditions of the vast amounts of 
property, title to which has vested in the State because of its sover
eignty, but which it has never occupied or improved. The descriptions 
of the property are taken from Public Resources Code Sections 6301 
and 7301. 

The immunity provided by this section, like that provided by Section 
830.6, is an immunity from liability under this chapter (Sections 830 
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to 840.6) only. In a proper case, liability may be based on a provision 
in some other enactment. 

Article 2. Liability of Public Entities 

835. Except as provided by statute, a public entity is liable 
for injury caused by a dangerous condition of its property if 
the plaintiff establishes that the property was in a dangerous 
condition at the time of the injury, that the injury was proxi
mately caused by the dangerous condition, that the dangerous 
condition created a reasonably foreseeable risk of the kind of 
injury which was incurred, that the public entity did not 
take adequate measures to protect against the risk and that 
either: 

(a) A negligent or wrongful act or omission of an employee 
of the public entity within the scope of his employment cre
ated the dangerous condition; or 

(b) The public entity had actual or constructive notice of 
the dangerous condition under Section 835.2 a sufficient time 
prior to the injury to have taken measures to protect against 
the dangerous condition. 

Comment: This section is similar to the Public Liability Aet of 
1923, under which cities, counties and school distriets are liable for the 
dangerous conditions of their property. 

Although there is no provision similar to su,bdivision (a) in the 
Public Liability Act of 1923, the courts have held that entities are 
liable under that act for dangerous conditions created by the negligent 
or wrongful acts of their employees. Pritc.hard v. Sully-Miller Contract
ing Co., 178 Cal. App.2d 246, 2 Cal. Rptr. 830 (1960). 

Subdivision (b) declares the traditional basis for holding an entity 
liable for a dangerous condition of property: failure to protect against 
the hazard after notice. Unlike the 1923 Act, this section does not leave 
the question of notice to judicial construction. The requisite conditions 
for notice are stated in Section 835.2. 

The section is not subject to the discretionary immunity that public 
entities derive from Section 815.2, for this chapter itself declares the 
limits of a public entity's discretion in dealing with dangerous con
ditions of its property. 

Liability does not necessarily exist if the evidentiary requirements 
of this section are met. Even if the elements stated in the statute are 
established, a public entity may avoid liability if it shows that it acted 
reasonably in the light of the practicability and cost of pursuing alter
native courses of action available to it. In addition to the defenses avail
able to public entities under Section 835.4, a public entity also may use 
any other defense-such as eontributory negligence or assumption of 
the risk-that is available under subdivision (b) of Section 815 to 
avoid liability under this section. 

This section requires the plaintiff to show that the injury suffered 
was of a kind that was reasonably foreseeable. Thus, a person landing 
an airplane on a public road might not be able to recover for an 
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injury resulting from striking a chuckhole, whereas a motorist might 
be able to recover for the injury resulting from striking the same 
hazard; for it is reasonably foreseeable that motorists will be injured 
by such a defect, but it is highly unlikely that airplanes will encounter 
the hazard. 

This section also requires the plaintiff to show that whatever measures 
the entity took in regard to the hazard were not sufficient to protect 
against the risk of injury, i.e., that the condition still created a sub
stantial risk of harm to those who foreseeably would be using the 
property with due care. Thus, a plaintiff would be required to show 
not only that a hole in the street was dangerous, but also that lights 
and barriers either were not placed around the hole, or were inadequate 
to protect street users from the hazard created by the hole. 

Under this section, if an entity placed lights and barriers around a 
hole sufficient to remove any substantial risk to persons who would be 
foreseeably using the street with due care, the entity could not be held 
liable for any injuries caused by the condition, for the condition would 
not be "dangerous" within the meaning of Section 830. 1£ the lights 
subsequently failed to function, a person injured from striking the 
hazard would have to show either that there was some negligence in 
preparing the lights or that, although the lights failed without fault on 
the part of the entity, the entity had notice of the failure and did not 
take appropriate precautions. 

835.2. (a) A public entity had actual notice of a dangerous 
condition within the meaning of Section 835 if it had actual 
knowledge of the existence of the condition and knew or should 
have known of its dangerous character. 

(b) Subject to subdivision (c) of this section, a public 
entity had constructive notice of a dangerous condition within 
the meaning of Section 835 only if the plaintiff establishes 
that the condition had existed for such a period of time and 
was of such an obvious nature that the public entity, in the 
exercise of due care, should have discovered the condition and 
its dangerous character. 

(c) Notwithstanding subdivision (b) of this section, a pub
lic entity did not have constructive notice of a dangerous 
condition within the meaning of Section 835 if it establishes 
either: 

(1) The existence of the condition and its dangerous char
acter would not have been discovered by an inspection system 
that was reasonably adequate (considering the practicability 
and cost of inspection weighed against the likelihood and 
magnitude of the potential danger to which failure to inspect 
would give rise) to inform the public entity whether the prop
erty was safe for the use or uses for which the public entity 
used or intended others to use the public property and for 
uses that the public entity actually knew others were making 
of the public property or adjacent property; or 

(2) The public entity maintained and operated such an in
spection system with due care and did not discover the con
dition. 
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Comment: This section sets forth the matters that must be estab
lished before a public entity may be charged with notice of a dangerous 
condition. 

Under the Public Liability Act of 1923, the knowledge necessary to 
charge a public entity with notice of a dangerous condition has to be 
the knowledge of "the legislative body, board, or person authorized to 
remedy the condition." Subdivision (a), however, permits an entity 
to be charged with knowledge under the ordinary agency rules of im
puted knowledge that would be applicable to a private person. 

Under subdivision (a), as under the pre-existing law, actual knowl
edge by an entity of the existence of a particular condition is not a 
basis for the imposition of liability unless the entity also knew or 
should have known of the danger created by the condition. Ellis v. City 
of Los Angeles, 167 Cal. App.2d 180, 334 P.2d 37 (1959). 

Under the Public Liability Act of 1923, public entities are at times 
charged with "constructive notice" of a defect because it would be 
obvious upon an inspection and because it has existed for a substantial 
period of time. Subdivision (b) continues these rules. However, sub
division (c) recognizes that public entities cannot reasonably be ex
pected to know of all substantial defects in their property, even where 
such defects may be obvious to any observer or may have existed for 
a substantial period of time. This subdivision permits an entity to show 
as a defense on the issue of notice that a reasonable inspection system
one designed to inform the entity whether its property is safe-would 
not have informed the entity of the particular defect. And to encour
age public entities to exercise reasonable diligence in inspecting their 
property to discover hazards, the careful operation of a reasonable in
spection system by the entity is made a complete defense to the issue of 
notice if such inspection system did not disclose the condition. In deter
mining whether an inspection system is reasonable, the jury is permitted 
to consider the problems faced by the particular entity: the practica
bility and cost of inspection weighed against the likelihood and magni
tude of the potential danger. The Public Liability Act does not provide 
public entities with any similar defenses on the question of notice. 

835.4. (a) A public entity is not liable under subdivision 
(a) of Section 835 for injury caused by a condition of its prop
erty if the public entity establishes that the act or omission 
that created the condition was reasonable. The reasonableness 
of the act or omission that created the condition shall be 
determined by weighing the probability and gravity of po
tential injury to persons and property foreseeably exposed to 
the risk of injury against the practicability and cost of taking 
alternative action that would not create the risk of injury or 
of protecting against the risk of injury. 

(b) A public entity is not liable under subdivision (b) of 
Section 835 for injury caused by a dangerous condition of its 
property if the public entity establishes that the action it took 
to protect against the risk of injury created by the condition 
or its failure to take such action was reasonable. The reason
ableness of the action or inaction of the public entity shall be 
determined by taking into consideration the time and oppor-
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tunity it had to take action and by weighing the probability 
and gravity of potential injury to persons and property fore
seeably exposed to the risk of injury against the practicability 
and cost of protecting against the risk of such injury. 

Comment: Under this section, a public entity may absolve itself 
from liability for creating or failing to remedy a dangerous condition 
by showing that it would have been too costly and impractical for the 
public entity to have done anything else. 

This defense has been provided public entities in recognition that, 
despite limited manpower and budgets, there is much that they are 
required to do. Unlike private enterprise, a public entity often cannot 
weigh the advantage of engaging in an activity against the cost and 
decide not to engage in it. Government cannot" go out of the business" 
of governing. Therefore, a public entity should not be liable for in
juries caused by a dangerous condition if it is able to show that under 
all the circumstances, including the alternative courses of action 
available to it and the practicability and cost of pursuing such alterna
tives, its action in creating or failing to remedy the condition was not 
unreasonable. 

No similar defense is provided to public entities by the Public 
Liability Act of 1923. 

In addition to the defense specified here, the defenses normally avail
able to private litigants-contributory negligence and assumption of 
the risk-are available to the public entity under subdivision (b) of 
Section 815. 

Article 3. Liability of Public Employees 

840. Except as provided in this article, a public employee 
is not liable for injury caused by a condition of public prop
erty where such condition exists because of any act or omis
sion of such employee within the scope of his employment. 
The liability established by this article is subject to any im
munity of the public employee provided by statute and is sub
ject to any defenses that would be available to the public em
ployee if he were a private person. 

Comment: Government Code Section 1953 has provided the exclu
sive basis for the liability of public officers and employees for danger
ous conditions of public property since its enactment in 1919. This 
article supersedes Section 1953, and the provisions of that section that 
make it the exclusive basis of liability are carried forward, in sub
stance, in this section. Hence, liability, if any, of a public employee for 
a condition of public property must be grounded upon this article and 
upon no other statute. 

On the other hand, the general liability of public employees that is 
described here is subject to statutory immunities from liability that 
are found in other statutes, such as the immunities of Article 1 of this 
chapter and the immunities found in Article 3 of Chapter 1. It also is 
subject to the defenses normally available to private litigants. 
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840.2. A.n employee of a public entity is liable for injury 
caused by a dangerous conditiop. of public property if the 
plaintiff establishes that the property of the public entity was 
in a dangerous condition at the time of the injury, that the 
injury was proximately caused by the dangerous condition, 
that the dangerous condition created a reasonably foreseeable 
risk of the kind of injury which was incurred, that no ade
quate measures were taken to protect against that risk, and 
that either: 

(a) The dangerous condition was directly attributable 
wholly or in substantial part to a negligent or wrongful act of 
the employee and the employee had the authority and the 
funds and other means immediately available to take alterna
tive action which would not have created the dangerous con
dition; or 

(b) The employee had the authority and it was his respon
sibility to take adequate measures to protect against the dan
gerous condition at the expense of the public entity and the 
funds and other means for doing so were immediately available 
to him, and he had actual or constructive notice of the danger
ous condition under Section 840.4 a sufficient time prior to the 
injury to have taken measures to protect against the dangerous 
condition. 

Comment: Subdivision (a) of this section subjects a public em
ployee to liability for injuries caused by conditions which he has negli
gently created. The cases that have arisen under Government Code 
Section 1953 are in conflict upon the question whether public employees 
are subject to such liability, although the more recent authority seems 
to indicate that they are not. 

Under this section, a public employee who has negligently created 
a dangerous condition may not be held liable for injuries caused thereby 
if someone other than the employee has taken adequate measures to 
protect against the condition. For example, if an employee through 
negligence creates a dangerous condition in a street, the employee may 
not be held liable to an automobile passenger who is injured when the 
auto strikes the condition if the entity has placed lights, warnings or 
barriers sufficient to prevent injury to careful motorists, even though 
the defense of contributory negligence may not be available against 
the passenger. 

Subdivision (b) is comparable to Government Code Section 1953. 
However, unlike Section 1953, this section does not leave the question 
of notice to judicial construction. The requisite conditions for notice 
are stated in Section 840.4. 

Under this section, a public employee may not be held liable for in
juries caused by a dangerous condition of public property if it was 
not reasonably foreseeable that the particular type of injury incurred 
would occur. There is no similar provision in Section 1953. See the 
comment under Section 835. 

840.4. (a) A. public employee had actual notice of a dan
gerous condition within the meaning of Section 840.2 if he had 
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actual personal knowledge of the existence of the condition 
and knew or should have known of its dangerous character. 

(b) Subject to subdivision (c), a public employee had 
constructive notice of a dangerous condition within the 
meaning of Section 840.2 only if the plaintiff establishes 
that (1) the public employee had the authority and it was 
his responsibility as a public employee to inspect the property 
of the public entity or to see that inspections were made to 
determine whether dangerous conditions existed in the public 
property, (2) that the means for making such inspections or 
for seeing that such inspections were made were immediately 
available to the public employee, and (3) the dangerous condi
tion had existed for such a period of time and was of such an 
obvious nature that the public employee, in the exercise of his 
authority and responsibility with due care, should have discov
ered the condition and its dangerous character. 

( c ) Notwithstanding subdivision (b), a public employee did 
not have constructive notice of a. dangerous condition within 
the meaning of Section 840.2 if he establishes either: 

(1) The existence of the condition and its dangerous char
acter would not have been discovered by an inspection system 
that was reasonably adequate within the meaning of subdivi
sion (c) of Section 835.2; or 

(2) The public employee, in the exercise of his authority 
and responsibility as a public employee, maintained such an 
inspection system with due care and did not discover the con
dition. 

Comment: This section prescribes the conditions under which a 
public employee may be charged with notice of a dangerous condition. 
See the discussion under Section 835.2. 

840.6. (a) A public employee is not liable under subdivi
sion (a) of Section 840.2 for injury caused by a dangerous 
condition of public property if he establishes that the act or 
omission that created the condition was reasonable. The 
reasonableness of the act or omission that created the condi
tion shall be determined by weighing the probability and 
gravity of potential injury to persons and property foresee
ably exposed to the risk of injury against the practicability 
and cost of taking alternative action that would not create the 
risk of injury or protecting against the risk of injury. 

(b) A public employee is not liable under subdivision (b) 
of Section 840.2 for injury caused by a dangerous condition 
of public property if he establishes that the action taken to 
protect against the risk of injury created by the condition or 
the failure to take such action was reasonable. The rea
sonableness of the inaction or action shall be determined by 
taking into consideration the time and opportunity the public 
employee had to take action and by weighing the probability 
and gravity of potential injury to persons and property fore
see ably exposed to the risk of injury against the practicability 
and cost of protecting against the risk of such injury. 
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Comment: This section makes available to a public employee a 
defense similar to that given public entities by Section 835.4. See the 
comment to that section. 

CHAPTER 3. POLICE AND CORRECTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

845. Neither a public entity nor a public employee is lia
ble for failure to establish a police department or otherwise 
provide police protection service or, if police protection serv
ice is provided, for failure to provide sufficient police protec
tion service. 

Comment: This section grants a general immunity for failure to 
provide police protection or for failure to provide enough police pro
tection. Whether police protection should be provided at all, and the 
extent to which it should be provided, are political decisions which 
are committed to the policy-making officials of government. To permit 
review of these decisions by judges and juries would remove the ulti
mate decision-making authority from those politically responsible for 
making the decisions. 

845.2. A public employee is not liable for failure to pro
vide a jail, detention or correctional facility or, if such facility 
is provided, for failure to provide sufficient equipment, person
nel or facilities therein. 

Comment: This section grants an immunity for failure to provide 
a jail, detention or correctional facility or for failure to provide suf
ficient equipment, personnel or facilities therein. This immunity is 
justified on the same ground as the immunity provided by Section 845. 

Notwithstanding the immunity provided public employees by this 
section, a public entity may be held liable for failure to provide the 
equipment, personnel or facilities mentioned in this section if the con
ditions of liability stated in Section 815.6 or in Chapter 2 (commencing 
with Section 830) of this part can be established. 

845.4. A public employee acting within the scope of his 
employment is not liable for interfering with the right of an 
inmate of a jail, detention or correctional facility to obtain 
a judicial determination or review of the legality of his con
finement, but a public employee is liable for injury proxi
mately caused by his intentional and unjustifiable interference 
with such right. 

Comment: This section makes clear that liability exists for the 
intentional and unjustifiable interference with a basic legal right-the 
right of a person confined involuntarily to seek redress in the courts. 

845.6. Neither a public entity nor a public employee is 
liable for injury proximately caused by the failure of the em
ployee to furnish or obtain medical care for a prisoner in his 
custody; but, except as otherwise provided by Sections 855.8 
and 856, a public employee is liable if he knows or has reason 
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to know that the prisoner is in need of immediate medical 
care and he fails to take reasonable action to see that the pris
oner receives such medical care. 

Comment: This section limits the duty to provide medical care for 
prisoners to cases where there is actual or constructive knowledge that 
the prisoner is in need of immediate medical care. The standards of 
medical care to be provided to prisoners involve basic governmental 
policy that should not be subject to review in tort suits for damages. 
The immunity from liability for damages that is provided by this sec
tion exists even where some other statute might be construed to impose 
a mandatory duty to provide medical care to prisoners under other 
circumstances. In cases where another statute is so construed, the 
prisoner is left to the other remedies provided by law to compel public 
employees to perform their duties. 

845.8. Neither· a public entity nor a public employee is 
liable for: 

(a) Any injury resulting from determining whether to 
parole or release a prisoner or from determining the terms and 
conditions of his parole or release. 

(b) Any injury caused by an escaping or escaped prisoner. 

Comment: This section is a specific application of the discretionary 
immunity recognized in Califor.nia"cases and in Section 820.2. The ex
tent of the freedom that must be accorded to prisoners for rehabilitative 
purposes and the nature of the precautions necessary to prevent escape 
of prisoners are matters that should be determined by the proper public 
officials unfettered by any fear that their decisions may result in 
liability. 

846. Neither a public entity nor a public employee is liable 
for injury caused by the failure to make an arrest. 

Comment: This section is a specific application of the principle 
stated in Sections 818.2 and 821. 

CHAPTER 4. FmE PROTECTION 

850. Neither a public entity nor a public employee is liable 
for failure to establish a fire department or otherwise to pro
vide fire protection service. 

Comment: Sections 850, 850.2 and 850.4 provide for a broad im
munity from liability for injuries resulting in connection with fire 
protection service. 

Sections 850 and 850.2 provide an absolute immunity from liability 
for injury resulting from failure to provide fire protection or from 
failure to provide enough personnel, equipment or other fire protection 
facilities. Whether fire protection should be provided at all, and the 
extent to which fire protection should be provided, are political deci
sions which are committed to the policy-making officials of government. 
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To permit review of these decisions by judges and juries would remove 
the ultimate decision-making authority from those politically responsi
ble for making the decisions. 

Section 850.4 provides for absolute immunity from liability for in
jury caused in fighting fires (other than injuries resulting from opera
tion of motor vehicles) or from failure to properly maintain fire pro
tection equipment or facilities. There are adequate incentives to careful 
maintenance of fire equipment without imposing tort liability; and 
firemen should not be deterred from any action they may desire to 
take in combatting fires by a fear that liability might be imposed if a 
jury believes such action to be unreasonable. 

850.2. Neither a public entity that has undertaken to pro
vide fire protection service, nor an employee of such a public 
entity, is liable for any injury resulting from the failure to 
provide or maintain sufficient personnel, equipment or other 
fire protection facilities. 

Oomment: See the comment to Section 850. 

850.4. Neither a public entity, nor a public employee act
ing in the scope of his employment, is liable for any injury 
resulting from the condition of fire protection or firefighting 
equipment or facilities or. except as provided in Article 1 
(commencing with Section 170"00) of Chapter 1 of Division 9 
of the Vehicle Code, for any injury caused in fighting fires. 

Oomment: See the comment to Section 850. 

850.6. Whenever a public entity, pursuant to a call for 
assistance from another public entity, provides fire protection 
or firefighting service outside of the area regularly served and 
protected by the public entity providing such service, the 
public entity providing such service is liable for any injury 
for which liability is imposed by statute caused by its act or 
omission or the act or omission of its employee occurring in 
the performance of such fire protection or firefighting service. 
Notwithstanding any other law, the public entity calling for 
assistance is not liable for any act or omission of the public 
entity providing the assistance or for any act or omission of 
an employee of the public entity providing the assistance; but 
the public entity providing such service and the public entity 
calling for assistance may by agreement determine the extent, 
if any, to which the public entity calling for assistance will 
be required to indemnify the public entity providing the 
assistance. 

Oomment: This section makes clear which public entity is liable 
when one entity calls for the assistance of another in fighting a fire. 
Unless the entities otherwise agree, each entity is financially responsible 
only for the torts of its own personnel. 
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850.8. Any member of an organized fire department, fire 
protection district, or other firefighting unit of either the State 
or any political subdivision, any employee of the Division of 
Forestry, or any other public employee when acting in the 
scope of his employment, may transport or arrange for the 
transportation of any person injured by a fire, or by a fire 
protection operation, to a physician and surgeon or hospital if 
the injured person does not object to such transportation. 

Neither a public entity nor a public employee is liable for 
any injury sustained by the injured person as a result of or 
in connection with such transportation or for any medical, 
ambulance or hospital bills incurred by or in behalf of the 
injured person or for any other damages, but a public em
ployee is liable for injury proximately caused by his wilful 
misconduct in transporting the injured person or arranging 
for such transportation. 

Oomment: This section is based on Section 1957 of the Government 
Code which provides a similar immunity to firefighting personnel for 
transporting persons injured by a fire or by a fire protection operation. 

CHAPTER 5. MEDICAL, HOSPITAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH 
ACTIVITms 

855. (a) A public entity that operates or maintains any 
medical facility that is subject to regulation by the State De
partment of Public Health or the State Department of Mental 
Hygiene is liable for injury proximately caused by the failure 
of the public entity to provide adequate or sufficient equip
ment, personnel or facilities required by any statute or any 
regulation of the State Department of Public Health or the 
State Department of Mental Hygiene prescribing minimum 
standards for equipment, personnel or facilities, unless the 
public entity establishes that it exercised reasonable diligence 
to comply with the applicable statute or regulation. 

(b) A public entity that operates or maintains any medical 
facility that is not subject to regulation by the State Depart
ment of Public Health or the State Department of Mental 
Hygiene is liable for injury proximately caused by the failure 
of the public entity to provide adequate or sufficient equip
ment, personnel or facilities substantially equivalent to those 
required by any statute or any··regulation of the State De
partment of Public Health or the State Department of Mental 
Hygiene prescribing minimum standards for equipment, per
sonnel or facilities applicable to a public medical facility of 
the same character and class, unless the public entity estab
lishes that it exercised reasonable diligence to conform with 
such minimum standards. 

(c) Nothing in this section confers authority upon, or aug
ments the authority of, the State Department of Public Health 
or the State Department of Mental Hygiene to adopt, admin
ister or enforce any regulation. Any regulation establishing 
minimum standards for equipment, personnel or facilities in 
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any medical facility operated or maintained by a public entity, 
to be effective, must be within the scope of authority conferred 
by law. 

Comment: This section imposes liability upon a public entity 
operating or maintaining medical facilities where the public entity fails 
to comply with applicable minimum standards for equipment, personnel 
or facilities, unless the public entity establishes that it exercised reason
able diligence to comply. The minimum standards for equipment, per
sonnel or facilities may be established by statute or by regulations 
promUlgated by the State Department of Public Health or the State 
Department of Mental Hygiene. 

Paragraph (c) makes clear that this section grants no authority to 
adopt or enforce regulations; such authority must be granted by some 
other statute. 

855.2. A public employee acting within the scope of his 
employment is not liable for interfering with the right of 
an inmate of a medical facility operated or maintained by a 
public entity to obtain a judicial determination or review of 
the legality of his confinement, but a public employee is liable 
for injury proximately caused by his intentional and unjusti
fiable interference with such right. 

Comment: This section, like Section 845.4, makes clear that liability 
exists for the intentional and unjustifiable interference with a basic 
legal right-the right to obtain judicial review of the legality of con
finement. 

855.4. (a) Neither a public entity nor a public employee 
is liable for an injury resulting from the decision to perform 
or not to perform any act to promote the public health of the 
community by preventing disease or controlling the communi
cation of disease within the community if the decision whether 
the act was or was not to be performed was the result of the 
exercise of discretion vested in the public entity or the public 
employee, whether or not such discretion be abused. 

(b) Neither a public entity nor a public employee is liable 
for an injury caused by an act or omission in carrying out 
with due care a decision described in subdivision (a). 

Comment: This section declares a specific rule of discretionary 
immunity for acts or omissions relating to quarantines or other meas
ures for the prevention or control of disease. 

855.6. Except for an examination or diagnosis for the pur
pose of treatment, neither a public entity nor a public em
ployee acting within the scope of his employment is liable for 
injury caused by the failure to make a physical or mental 
examination, or to make an adequate physical or mental exam
ination, of any person for the purpose of determining whether 
such person has a disease or physical or mental condition that 
would eonstitute a hazard to the health or safety of himself or 
others. 
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Oomment: This section declares an immunity that has been recog
nized by the New York courts in the absence of statute. It grants an 
immunity for failure to perform adequately public health examinations, 
such as public tuberculosis examinations, physical examinations to de
termine the qualifications of boxers and other athletes, and eye examina
tions for vehicle operator applicants. It does not apply to examinations 
for the purpose of treatment such as are made in doctors' offices and 
public hospitals. In those situations, the ordinary rules of liability 
would apply. 

The immunity provided by this section relates only to failure to 
make any examination or, if an examination is made, to the "ade
quacy" of the examination; the section does not provide immunity, for 
example, where a public employee negligently injures a person while 
making an examination. 

855.8. (a) As used in this section, "mental illness" means 
mental illness, mental disorder bordering on mental illness, or 
mental deficiency. 

(b) A public employee acting within the scope of his em
ployment is not liable for injury resulting from diagnosing or 
failure to diagnose that a person is aftlicted with mental ill
ness or from prescribing or failing to prescribe for mental 
illness. 

(c) A public employee acting within the scope of his em
ployment is not liable for administering with due care the 
treatment prescribed for mental illness. 

(d) Nothing in this section exonerates a public employee 
from liability for injury proximately caused by his negligent 
or wrongful act or omission in administering any treatment 
prescribed for mental illness. 

Oomment: This section declares an immunity from liability for 
diagnosing or prescribing treatment for mental illness. Diagnosis and 
treatment of mental illness necessarily involve a very high degree of 
discretion because of the inexact knowledge regarding such conditions. 
The section also declares an immunity from liability for carrying out 
with due care prescribed treatment. Liability may be imposed, however, 
for failure to use reasonable care in administering prescribed treat
ment for the act or omission causing injury in this case would be a ,_. , 
d~parture from a defined standard of care. 

856. (a) As used in this section, "mental illness or addic
tion" means mental illness, mental disorder bordering on 
mental illness, mental deficiency, epilepsy, habit forming drug 
addiction narcotic drug addiction, dipsomania or inebriety, 
sexual psychopathy, or such mental abnormality as to evidence 
utter lack of power to control sexual impulses. 

(b) A public employee acting within th.e scope of his e~
ployment is not liable for any injury resultmg from determm
ing in accordance with any applicable enactment: 

(1) Whether to confine a perSQU for mental illness or ad-
diction. 
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(2) The terms and conditions of confinement for mental 
illness or addiction in a medical facility operated or main
tained by a public entity. 

(3) Whether to parole or release a person from confine
ment for mental illness or addiction in a medical facility oper
ated or maintained by a public entity. 

(c) A public employee is not liable for carrying out with 
due care a determination described in subdivision (b). 

(d) Nothing in this section exonerates a public employee 
from liability for injury proximately caused by his negligent 
or wrongful act or omission in. carrying out or failing to 
carry out: 

(1) A determination to confine or not to confine a person 
for mental illness or addiction. 

(2) The terms or conditions of confinement of a person for 
mental illness or addiction in a medical facility operated or 
maintained by a public entity. 

(3) A determination to parole or release a person from con
finement for mental illness or addiction in a medical facility 
operated or maintained by a public entity. 

Comment: This section declares an immunity from liability for 
determining whether to confine a person for "mental illness or addic
tion, " for determining the terms and conditions of any such confine
ment and for determining whether to parole or release a person from 
confinement for such conditions. The phrase "mental illness or addic
tion" is used to describe certain mental or emotional conditions for 
which a person may be committed to a public hospital under the provi
sions of Welfare and Institutions Code Sections 5000 et seq. and 5100 
et seq. (mental illness), 5075 et seq. (mental disorder bordering on 
mental illness), 5250 et seq. (mental deficiency), 5300 et seq. (epi
lepsy), 5350 et seq. (narcotic drug addiction), 5400 et seq. (habit form
ing drug addiction or dipsomania or inebriety), 5500 et seq. (sexual 
psychopathy), and 5600 et seq. (such mental abnormality as to evidence 
utter lack of power to control sexual impulses). The determination 
whether to confine or release a person who may be suffering from such 
a condition and the determination of the terms and conditions of his 
confinement necessarily involve a high degree of discretion. 

The section also declares an immunity from liability for carrying out 
with due care the discretionary determinations that are made. Liabil
ity may be imposed, however, for failure to use reasonable care in 
carrying out whatever determination has been made, for the act or 
omission causing injury in this case would be a departure from a de
fined standard of care. 

CHAPTER 21. TORT LIABILITY UNDER AGRE1!lMENTS 
BETWEEN PUBLIC ENTITIES 

895. As used in this chapter "agreement" means a joint 
powers agreement entered into pursuant to Chapter 5 (com
mencing with Section 6500) of Division 7 of Title 1 of the 
Government Code, an agreement to transfer the functions of 
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a public entity or an employee thereof to another public entity 
pursuant to Part 2 (commencing with Section 51300) of Divi
sion 1 of Title 5 of the Government Code, and any other agree
ment under which a public entity undertakes to perform any 
function, service or act with or for any other public entity or 
employee thereof with its consent, whether such agreement is 
expressed by resolution, contract, ordinance or in any other 
manner provided by law. 

Oomment: "Agreement" is used here to refer to any consensual 
arrangement between public entities under which some service, function 
or act is to be performed with or for any or all of the participating 
public entities. The broad definition is used so that the liability stand
ards of this chapter will be applicable to all such arrangements regard
less of whether the agreement is entered into under the authority of 
Government Code Section 6502 or under the authority of any 
other law. 

895.2. Whenever any public entities enter into an agree
ment, they are jointly and severally liable upon any liability 
which is imposed by any law other than this chapter upon any 
one of the entities or upon any entity created by the agree
ment for injury caused by a negligent or wrongful act or 
omission occurring in the performance of such agreement. 

Notwithstanding any other law, if a judgment is recovered 
against a public entity for injury caused in the performance 
of an agreement, the time within which a claim for such injury 
may be presented or an action commenced against any other 
public entity that is subject to the liability determined by the 
judgment under the provisions of this section begins to run 
when the judgment is rendered. 

Oomment: This section makes each of the public entities that are 
parties to an agreement jointly and severally liable to the injured party 
for any torts that may occur in the performance of the agreement for 
which anyone of the entities, or an entity created by the agreement, 
is otherwise made liable by law. 

The time for presenting claims or filing actions against other entities 
is extended by the second paragraph so that the rights granted by this 
section will not become unenforceable during the time the first judg-
ment is being obtained. . 

895.4. As part of any agreement, the public entities may 
provide for contribution or indemnification by any or all of 
the public entities that are parties to the agreement upon any 
liability arising out of the performance of the agreement. 

Oomment: This section permits public entities that are parties to 
an agreement to allocate the ultimate financial responsibility among 
themselves in whatever manner seems most desirable to them. The sec
tion does not affect the right of the injured person to recover the full 
amount of his damages from anyone of the public entities under Sec
tion 895.2. 
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895.6. Unless the public entities that are parties to an 
agreement otherwise provide in the agreement, if a public 
entity is held liable upon any judgment for damages caused 
by a negligent or wrongful act or omission occurring in the 
performance of the agreement and pays in excess of its pro 
rata share in satisfaction of such judgment, such public entity 
is entitled to contribution from each of the other public 
entities that are parties to the agreement. The pro rata share 
of each public entity is determined by dividing the total 
amount of the judgment by the number of public entities that 
are parties to the agreement. The right of contribution is 
limited to the amount paid in satisfaction of the judgment in 
excess of the pro rata share of the public entity so paying. 
No public entity may be compelled to make contribution be
yond its own pro rata share of the entire judgment. 

Comment: Where an agreement between public entities fails to 
specify how the responsibility for tort liability is to be allocated, this 
section requires each entity to contribute a pro rata share of the amount 
of any judgment based on a tort that occurs in the performance of the 
agreement. Where it would not be appropriate to determine contribu
tions according to the formula set out in this section, the public entities 
may by agreement provide another method of allocating responsibility 
for tort liability. See Section 895.4 .. 

895.8. This chapter applies to any agreement between 
public entities, whether entered into before or after the effec
tive date of this chapter. 

Comment: This section makes this chapter apply to agreements 
made before its effective date. Thus, for example, where existing agree
ments do not contain any provision indicating which public entity is 
to bear the ultimate financial burden, this chapter will provide appro
priate rules governing contribution. 

SEC. 2. Section 340 of the Code of Civil Procedure is 
amended to read: 

340. Within one year: 
1. An action upon a statute for a penalty or forfeiture, when 

the action is given to an individual, or to an individual and 
the State, except when the statute imposing it prescribes a 
different limitation; 

2. An action upon a statute, or upon an undertaking in a 
criminal action, for a forfeiture or penalty to the people of 
this State; 

3. An action for libel, slander, assault, battery, false im
prisonment, seduction of a person below the age of legal con
sent, or for injury to or for the death of one caused by the 
wrongful act or neglect of another, or by a depositor against 
a bank for the payment of a forged or raised check, or a check 
that bears a forged or unauthorized endorsement, or against 
any person who boards or feeds an animal or fowl or who 
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engages in the practice of veterinary medicine as defined in 
Business and Professions Code Section 4826, for such person'8 
neglect resulting in injury or death to an animal or fowl in 
the course of boarding or feeding such animal or fowl or in 
the course of the practice of veterinary medicine on such ani
mal or fowl; 

4. An action against a sheriff or other officer for the escape 
of a prisoner arrested or imprisoned on civil process; 

9: :A:B: ~ agaiBst ft Hl'IiBieipal eOFpoFatioB fat' daBlftg'es 
Eli' iBjti:Fies ttl pFopeFty' etHtSed:ay ft Bleb Eli' riett 
~ 5. An action against an officer to recover damages for the 

seizure of any property for a statutory forfeiture to the State, 
or for the detention of, or injury to property so seized, or for 
damages done to any person in making any such seizure. 

Comment: The deleted subdivision 5 is obsolete in view of the 
repeal of Article 6 (commencing with Section 50140) of Chapter 1 of 
Part 1 of Division 1 of Title 5 of the Government Code. 

SEC. 3. Section 1095 of the Code of Civil Procedure is 
amended to read: 

1095. If judgment be given for the applicant, he may re
cover the damages which he has sustained, as found by the 
jury, or as may be determined by the court or referee, upon 
a reference to be ordered, together with costs; and for such 
damages and costs an execution may issue; and a peremptory 
mandate must also be awarded without delay; provided, how
ever, that in all cases where the respondent is ft state; ~ 
Eli' HI:'1H3:ieipBl an officer of a public entity, all damages and 
costs, or either, which may be recovered or awarded, shall be 
recovered and awarded against the state, ~ Eli' Hl'IiBieipal 
eOFpoFatioB public entity represented by such officer and not 
against such officer so appearing in said proceeding, and the 
same shall be a proper claim against the state, Eli'eoHBty, Eli' 
mti:Bi~pal eOFpOFfttioB public entity for which such officer shall 
have appeared, and shall be paid as other claims against the 
state; ~ Eli' Hl'IiBieipality' public entity are paid; but in all 
such cases, the court shall first determine that the officer ap
peared and made defense in such proceeding in good faith. 
For the purpose of this section, "public entity" includes the 
State, a county, city, district or other public agency or public 
corporation. For the purpose of this section, "officer" includes 
officer, agent or employee. 

Comment: The amendment makes this section apply to aU public 
entities and to agents and employees as well as officers. 

SEC. 4. Section 1242 of the Code of Civil Procedure IS 

amended to read: 
1242. PaFties m:a-y make IoeatioB. Maj' enter ttl make fffiF

¥eYfr. In all cases where land is required for public use, the 
State, or its agents in charge of such use, may survey and 
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locate the same; but it must be located in the manner which 
will be most compatible with the greatest public good and the 
least private injury, and subject to the provisions of Section 
1247. The State, or its agents in charge of such public use, may 
enter upon the land and make examinations, surveys, and maps 
thereof, fffid Sl:leh ~ sltaH eSBstitme B& etffiSe ei aetieB iB 
ffi.ver ei the ewBef'S ei the ffiB4; ~ ~ iBjepies peBtiltiBg 
fi:effi BegligeBee, W&BtsBBess, 9f' ftI:ftliee.:. 

Comment: The deleted portions of the above section are super
seded by.new Government Code Sections 815 (public entities immune 
except as provided by statute) and 821.8 (immunity for public em
ployees for entering property pursuant to law). 

SEC. 5. Section 903 of the Education Code is repealed. 
oog,. !pfie gs¥ePBiBg beaPtl ei ~ se:fteel aistpiet ~ HeIHe 

ftB Sl:leh iB the BfHfte ei the ElistPiet ~ ~ jeagmeHt Bg'fl:mst 
the aistpiet eB: a.eeseBt ei ~ te ~ 9f' ~ps~ep~ ftPisiBg 
l:leea.ese ei the BegligeBee ei the aistpiet, 9f' He eiBeePs 9f' em
~lsyees. 

Comment: The above section is superseded by new Government 
Code Sections 815.2 (public entities liable for torts of employees 
within the scope of employment), 815.4 (liability for act or omission 
of independent contractor), 815.6 (liability for failure to discharge 
a mandatory duty), 815.8 (liability for failure to exercise due care in 
appointing or disciplining employees), 816 (liability for malicious 
prosecution) and by other provisions of the legislation recommended 
by the Commission. 

SEC. 6. Section 1041 of the Education Code is repealed. 
±M±: Ne meml:lep ei the gs¥ePBieg beaPtl ei ftBY se:fteel ffis

tfiet sltaH be heM ~epssBa.lly lifthle ~ a.eeiaeBts te ehilffiteB 
geiBg te 9f' l"eteFBiBg Hem seheel; 9f' eB: the ~la.ygps1iBas, eP iB 
eSBBeetisB with sefieel weFlr.-

Comment: The above section is superseded by new Government 
Code Section 820.2 (discretionary immunity of public employees), by 
other sections in new Article 2 (commencing with Section 820) of 
Chapter 1 of Part 2 of Division 3.6 of Title 1 of the Government Code, 
which grant public employees immunity from liability in a variety of 
circumstances and by new Government Code Sections 840 to 840.6 
(liability of public employees for dangerous conditions of public prop
erty). 

SEC. 7. Section 1042 of the Education Code is repealed. 
~ Ne meml:lep ei the gs¥ePBiBg heaPd ei ftBY sefieel ffis

tfiet sltaH be heM ~eFsSBa.ny liaBle ~ the deatlt ei, 9f' HtjtiPy 
tie; aBY fl1itlil eBPsllea iB ~ sefieel ei the aistl"iet, peBtiltiBg 
fi:effi ~ ~a.l"tiei~atisB iB ~ ela.BBPssm 9f' etfte.p a.eti-vi~ te 
whiell he hits beeB, la.wfelly a.ssigBea ftS ft fl1itlil iB the sefieel 
1iBless BegligeBee eB: the ~ ei the meml:lep ei the gs¥ePBiBg 
tieaPEl ~ the ~Fsximate etffiSe ei the HtjtiPy 9f' fte&tft.:. 
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Oomment: This section and Sections 13551 and 15512 are super
seded by new Government Code Section 820.8 (immunity of public em
ployees from liability for acts of others). See also the comment to 
Education Code Section 1041. 

SEC. 8. Section 13551 of the Education Code is repealed. 
~ N& sHfJepiHteHaeHt, fJPiHeifJal, teaehep, 6f' etheP em
~ * Q seheel aistFiet emfJIsyea ffi Q fJssitisH peffliiFiHg 
eeptifiea-tisH fflialifieatisHs shaR be held fJeFSsHaUy liahle £ep 
the aeath e?, 6f' ~ te; ftHY ~ eHFsllea ffi tmy seheel * 
the aistFiet, peSliltiHg Hem the paptieipa-tisH * the ~ ffi 
tmy elftSsPssHl 6f' etheP aetivity te whieft he has beeB: IB:WfHlly 
ftSsigHea as Q ~ ffi the seheel 'IHtlesa HegligeHee eft the pftPt * the emfJIsyee is the fJPS'lfiHlate ea-HSe * the ~ 6f' dea-tfr: 

Oomment: See the comment to Education Code Section 1042. 

SEC. 9. Section 15512 of the Education Code is repealed. 
~ N& memBep * the gsvePHIHg Beftffi shaR be held 

fJepssHally Dahle £ep a:ay aamage 6f' ~ te JlePSeH 6f' ~ 
ePty as Q 'PeSlilt * the 'lise * te:ata 6f' etheP teHlfJSP!l;Py stPfte.. 
tHPes; ~ ffi ease * his eWft fJepssHal HegligeHee 6f' mis
eSHaaet. 

Comment: See the comments to Education Code Sections 1041 and 
1042. 

SEC. 10. Section 15513 of the Education Code is repealed. 
~ ~ at the eleetisH, Heithep the issaaHee * he:atls Bet' 

the iHepease * the tffif Pate is aHthspiHea, ftHd. the etheP ~ 
esitieB: eft the Ballet 4aes :aet Peeei¥e Q majspity * the %tea 
east thepesH i:a ffi¥6f' thepesf, H6 HlemBep * the gsveFHiHg 
getllPd * the aistpiet shall: be held fJepssHally Dahle £ep a:ay 
H$H=y te JlePSeH 6f' aaHlage te fJPsfJepty as fI; 'PeSlilt * the ee:a
~ 'lise * a:ay BaildiHg 6f' BailaiHgs pefeppea te ffi the Peae

latie:a 6f' :aetiee ooHi:ag the eleetisH. 

Oomment: The above section and Education Code Sections 15514, 
15515 and 15516 are superseded by new Chapter 2 (commencing with 
Section 830") of Part 2 of Division 3.6 of Title 1 of the Government 
Code (liability of public entities and public employees for dangerous 
conditions of public property). 

SEC. 11. Section 15514 of the Education Code is repealed. 
±&9±4: N& memBep * the gsvePHiHg Beftffi * the aistf'iet 

shaR be held fJepssHally Dahle £ep H$H=y te JlePSeH 6f' a!l;ftl:age 
te fJPsfJepty By i'eftSe:a * the 'lise * afty BHildiHg. 

Oomment: See the comment to Education Code Section 15513. 

SEC. 12. Section 15515 of the Education Code is repealed. 
~ NsthiHg ffi 8eetisHs ~ ~ 6f' ~ shall: be 

eeHstPliea as pelie'liHg a:ay seheel aistpiet * a:ay liaBility £ep 
H$H'y te JlePSeH 6f' a!l;ftl:age te fJPsfJepty iffifJssea By lB:W. 
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Comment: This section is obsolete in view of the repeal of all of 
the sections it refers to. 

SEC. 13. Section 15516 of the Education Code is repealed. 
~ Nt:; ffiemeer e+ the go...-emiHg :eeaffi e+ ftffj" ~ 

distl'iet ffl' employee e+ ftffj" sehool distl'iet shall be held ~ 
SOHally liahle ;fey the deftth ffl' i$Fy e+ ftffj" ~ age¥e ;f;fte 
eomp1:ilsol'Y ~ age ffl' ;fey damage t6 ;f;fte pl'opel'ty e+ ftffj" 

Iffieh ptlpil l'esultiHg Hem his volaHtaFY atteHdaHee tipeft 

elasees 6ft pl'emises aB:d :oot ffiffiel' the maHagemeHt ftftEl ~ 
e+ the govel'HiHg :eeaffi e+ the distl'iet, ffl' l'eSl:1liiHg Hem ffitt 
volaHtary atteHdaHee ffi baildiHgs :oot ~ l'Oftted ffl' leased 
by the ~ distriet ffl' tipeft Hel4 tFips; H Iffieh deatJr, iajt1:l'y, 
ffl' damage is eaased by the daHgepoas ffl' defeetive eOHditioH e4! 
the ppemises ffl' baildiHgs iH wffiefl: Iffieh elasees fti'e maiB.-taiHed 
ffl' wffiefl: aPe eHtel'e d 6ft Hel4 trip&.-

Comment: See the comment to Section 15513. 

SEC. 14. Article 1 (commencing with Section 1950) of 
Chapter 6 of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code is 
repealed. 

Comment: Article 1 consists of Sections 1950, 1951, 1952, 1953, 
1953.5, 1953.6, 1954, 1955, 1956, 1956.5, 1957 and 1959. The text of 
these sections is set out below in strike-out type. 
~ :As:ased ffi this ehapteF, "boaFd" meaB:S :eeaffi e+ sapemSOl'S, 
~ e+ ei=ty tFastees, eity eouHeil, :eeaffi e+ edaeatioH, beaPd e4! ~ 
tpastees ffl' the legislative bOOy e+ a eoaHty, eity ffl' ~ distpiet, 
wftate¥ep the Bame by wffiefl: it is lrno'n'B:. 

±93h :As :ased ffi this ehapteF, "pablie pFopeFty" meftB:S ptiblie 
stFeet; highway, ffl.idge, baildiHg, pai'k, gToaHds, weffis ffl' ppopepty. 

±9W:- !J!his aPtiele shall :oot be eOHatl'ued as eHlaFgiHg the d-aty ffl' 

liahility e+ ftffj" ptlhlie ~ 
~ Ne efHe€i' e+ the State ffl' e+ aB:Y distpiet, eoaHty, ffl' eity is 

liahle ;fey aB:Y damage ffl' ~ t6 aB:Y ~ ep ppopeP'ty pOSlHtiHg 
Hem ;f;fte defeetive ffl' daHgepoas eOHditioH e4! ftffj" ptlhlie ppopepty, 
'I:ffiless all e+ the followiHg flFat appeal'. 

fat !pfte i$Fy sastaiHed was the diTeet ftftEl pPo'Kimate FeBfllt e4! 
Iffieh defeetive er daHgepoas eOHditioH. 

W !pfte efHe€i' had ~ e+ Iffieh defeetive er daHgepoas eOHditioR 
ep Iffieh defeetive ffl' daHgeFous eOHditioH was dipeetly attftBatahle t6 
wePIr deRe by hHR; ep ffiffiel' his diFeetioH, ffi a HegligeRt, eaPeless ffl' 

aHwopkHiaHlike maHHep. 
fe+ He had authopity aB:tl it was his daty t6 pemedy Iffieh eOHditioH 

at the e'KpeHSe e+ the State er e+ a politieal sahdivisioH tftepeof aB:tl 
that :Hmas ;fey that pUFpose were immediately av:ailahle t6 ffim:. 

W WithiH a reaseftable time aftep FeeeiviHg Iffieh ~ ftftEl beiRg 
ahle t6 pemedy Iffieh eORditioH, he ffiHed f!6 t6 do; er failea: t6 take 
peasoHable steps t6 give adeqaate wapHiHg e+ Iffieh eOHditioH. 
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fe+ %e damage ffi' ~ was snstained while sttelt ~ pl'opel'ty 
was :aeing eaFefully :asea, and ffite eare was :aeing exel'eised ffl ~ 
the ftanger ffite ffl sttelt eondition. 
~ Ne e4He€f' ffi the £.tate.; ffi' ffi fiftY distl'iet, eOHnty, e#y and 

eOHnty, ~ ffi' jHdieial distl'iet, ffl liahle £er moneys stelen fftml, ffis 
efIieiftl eHstedy 1illless ~ less was sHstained beeause the e4He€f' failed 
ffl exel'eise ffire eiH'e:-

~ Ne e4He€f' ffi ft eennty, eitT, ffi' eity and eOHnty, whese sale 
eompensatien ~ ~ ffi ffis efHee ffl ft ffied aalaF:Y established ~ the 
LegislatHl'e, the leeal govel'ning ~ ffi' the beaFd ffi sHpel"Visel's, 
shall Be pel'sonally liahle £er the negligent net ffi' omission ffi ftffj" 

depmy ffi' employee sel'ving ~ him and peFfol'ming the tlHtffis ffi 
ffis eftiee; where the appeintment ffi' qHruifieation ffi sttelt ~ ffi' 
employee ffl l'eqHil'ed ffl Be and has heefl, appl'oved ~ the leeal govel'n 
ing bedy ffi' the beaFd ffi sl5lpel'viso'PS, ffi' ~ ~ effil aeRiee eemmie 
sien; 'Iffiless the e4He€f' failed ffl e~(eFeise ffire eare in, the seleetien, ti1p

pointment, ffi' sHpenision ffi sttelt ~ ffi' employee, ffi' negligently 
failetl ffl SHspend ffi' seeHi'e the disehal'ge ffi sttelt ~ ffi' employee 
aftef' knewledge ffi' ~ ffi his ineffieieney ffi' ineompeteney. 

Nothing in, thffl seetieB, shall Be intel'pl'eted ftB plaeing ftffj" liatiility 
Hi*ffi the pl'ineipal e4He€f' £er ~ net ffi ft depHty ffi' employee mHess 
St.left liaBility ffl othel'wise imposed tlf*tll ~ pl'ineipal e4He€f' ~ law; 
Hei' shall thffl seetieB, Be eenstl'::ed ffl:' intel'pl'eted ftB l'eleasiag ffi' f'e

lieving ftffj" sttelt eOHnty, ~ ffi' eity and eeanty ffi any liaBility fet. 
the negligent net ffi' omission ffi ftffj" sttelt depaty ffi' employee othel'wise 
imposed ~ law:-

±9M: Ne memael' ffi fiftY bea:ffi ffl liahle £er the negligent aet ef' 

omission ffi ftffj" appointee ffi' empleyee appointed ffl:' employed ~ him 
in, ffis efIieiftl eapaeity, whethel' the appointment ffl:' employment was 
Hlftde singly ffi' in, eenjHnetion with ether memael's ffi the beaFtl; ~ 
the memael' ef' membel's ffi ~ beaFd making ~. appointmen-t ef' em
ployment~ 

fa+ Knew ef' had ~ that the persen appointed ffi' empleyed was 
inemeient and ineempetent ffl peFfel'm ffi' ~ the aeRiee ef' seniees 
fet. whieh he was appointed ffi' employed. 

W Retained SHeh ineffieient ffi' ineempetent persen aftef' knewledge 
ffi' ~ ffi St.left ineffieieney ffi' ineempeteney. 
~ If ftffj" efHeer; agent, ffi' employee ffi the State; ft distriet, 

eeHnty, politieal BHlldivision, ffi' eity nets in, geed- faitlt and withem 
maliee 'IHI:def' the appal'ent aathel'ity ffi ftffj" law ffi the State; weethel' 
an, initiative meaSHl'e ffi' an net enaeted ~ the LegislatHl'e and the 
law S1H=JSeqHently ffl jHdieially deelaFed ffl Be =aneonstitatienru ftB in, 
eon:f'liet with the CenstitHtion ffi the State ffi' ffi the Ynited States; he 
ffl Bet effilly liahle in, any ae-tifm in, whieh he weald Bet have heefl, 
liahle H the law had Bet heefl, deelal'ed HneonstitHtionru, ner ffl he liahle 
ffl ftffj" gl'eatel' eflent than he weald have heefl, H the law had Bet heefl, 
deelal'ed HlleonstitHtional. 

±9W: fa+ %e £.tate.; ft eo=anty, eity, distl'iet, ffl:' any ether ~ 
ageney ffi' ~ eel'pol'ation may insTt¥e its offieel's, depHties, assistants, 
agentfr, and empleyees against fiftY liaBility, ether than ft liaBility whieh 
may Be iftsHl'ed against HHdef' the pl'ovisions ffi Division 4 (eommene 
ing with Seetion ~ ffi the Laber ~ £er injHl'ies ffi' damages 
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l'eS'llltiBg fl'.em theil' BegligeB:ee eP eal'elessB:ess ~ the eEffil'8e ~ 
theil' Bel'¥iee eP el'BpleYl'BeB:t aDd £eP the iBj:'lFies eP aal'Bages l'esHltiBg 
fl'.em the aaBgeFeHs eP aefeetive eeBaitieB: ef ~ pl'epel'ty, iBelHaiBg 
~ pl'epeFty as aefiBea iB sH13aivisieB W ef this seetieB, ftB:ti ffite 
t6 theil' aHegea BegligeBee eP eaFelesSBess, ftB:ti £eP iBjHl'ies ffi' a8:Biages 
l'esHltiBg fl'.em false ftf'FeS-t eP f.alse impFiseB:l'BeBt, eithel' ~ self
iBSHFaBee, eP ffi ~ iBSlfFeF aHthel'iilea t& tl'aBsaet Slieft iHSHFliBee iH 
the State (exeept ffi the ease ef sehool aistl'iet gevel'BiB:g ~ t& the 
exteBt they &Fe alfthel'iilea t& ~ iB:SHFaBee ffi BeBaamittea iBsHl'el'S 
~ SeetieB:s W44 aDd ~ ef the EaHeatieB ~!!!he pl'emiHm fel' 
the iBSHFaB:ee is ft ~ ehttl'ge agaiBst the TFeRSHl'Y ef the State; 
eeliBty, ~ aistl'iet, ~ ~ ffi' ~ eeFpel'RtieB:. 

W ffi RaaitieB t& the aefiaitieB: ef ~ pl'epel'ty as eeB:tB:iBea ffi 
SeetieB ±9M-; "p1il3lie pl'epel'ty'! iBelHaes ~ velHele, implemeB:t ffi' 

l'BaehiB:eFY whetheF eWBe6- l33' the £.tB:te; ft eeliBty, ~ aistl'iet, ffi' ftB:Y 
ethel' ~ ~ ffi' ~ eel'peFRtieB:, el' epel'atea ~ ffi' liB:6eP the 
aipeetieB, ftHtflel'ity eP at the peftHest ef ~ ~ eftieeP: 

-Ee+ "Ofiieel's" iBelHaes ftB:Y aepHty, ftssistRBt, ageBt el' empleyee ef 
the State; ft eeHB:ty, eity; aistl'iet, ffi' ftB:Y ethel' ~ ~ ffi' ~ 
eeppepRtieB: aetiBg withffi the ~ ef his efiiee.; ageB:eY ffi' empleymeB:t. 
~ ..A: eeHBty, eity; aistl'iet, el' ftB:Y etheP ~ ageB:eY el' ~ 

eel'pel'RtieB: may iBslil'e itself RgaiBst ~ liB:l3ility, etheP thB:B eliB:l3ility 
wftieft may ge iB:SHl'ea agaiBst PHl'SHRB:t t& DivisieB: 4 ~ the ~ 
~ eithel' ~ self iB:SHl'aB:ee el' ffi ftB:Y iB:Slil'el' It1i-thep~ea t& tl'1IiBB8:et 
Slieft iBSHl'aBee ffi the State,. !!!he pl'el'Bmm fel' Slieft iBSliPliBee is ft 

~ ehttl'ge RgaiBst Slieft eeHBty, ~ aistl'iet ffi' ethel' ~ ageB:eY 
ffi' ~ eel'pel'atieB:. 

±%!h ..A:By meml3el' ef liB 9PgRBiilea fi¥e aepRl'tmeB:t, tiPe ppeteetieB: 
aistl'iet, ffi' ethel' fipe fightiBg tiBit ef eithel' the State ffi' ftB:Y pelitieal 
sH13amsieB:, ffi' ftB:Y empleyee ef the DivisieB: ~ FepestPy, may tNB:e
~ ffi' aFl'aB:ge fel' the tpaBspeptatieB: ~ ftB:Y ~ iHjHPea ~ ft Me; 
ffi' l33' liB aeeiaeB:t wftieft eeelii'S as ft l'ef!lil.t ef ftBY fiFe figMiHg ffi' tiPe 
pl'eteetieB epel'atieB:, t& ft physieiaB: aBd SliPgeeB: ffi' hespital, H the 
iB:jHl'ea ~ aees Bet ~ t& Slieft tPftBspel'tatieB: . 

..A:By meml3ep ef ftB el'gaB:il'Jea fi¥e aepftl'tl'BeBt, tiPe pPeteetieB aistpiet, 
ffi' etheP fil'e fightiB:g tiBit ef eithel' the State ffi' ftBY pelitieal sH13aivi 
sieB:; el' ftBY el'Bpleyee ef the DivisieB: ef FeFestpy sha:ll !let ge liaBle 
fel' ftBY a8:BiRges eP fel' ftB:Y l'Beaieal, ftl'B131i1RBee, ffi' hespital l3ills ffi-
elil'l'e4 ffi gehalf ef the iB:jHl'ea ~ . 

±9W: Eaeh effiffity may iBslil'e the efiieeFs aBd Rttaehes ~ its Sli

~ ffiliB:ieipal, ftB:ti ;jlistiee eelil'ts agaiHst ftB:Y lia13ility, etheP thftB 
ft lia13ility wftieft may ge iBsHFea agaiB:st ~ the pPevisieB:s ~ I)ivi.. 
sieft 4 ~ the ~ ~ £eP iftjHPies el' a8:Biages l'eSliltiBg fl'.em tfteip 
B:egligeBee el' eRl'elessB:esB ffiH:iB:g the eEffil'8e ~ theiP sePViee ffi' emllIey 
~ !!!he pFel'BiHm fel' the iBSHPaB:ee is ft ~ ehal'ge agaiB:st the 
tpeaSHl'Y ef the eeliBty. 

The above sections are repealed for the reasons indicated below: 
Sections 1950 and 1951 are definitional sections; they become un

necessary because the defined terms are used only in the repealed 
article. 

Section 1952 becomes unnecessary when the article is repealed. 
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Section 1953 is superseded by new Article 3 (commencing with Sec
tion 840) of Chapter 2 of Part 2 of Division 3.6 of Title 1 of the Gov
ernment Code (liability of public employees for dangerous conditions 
of public property). 

Section 1953.5 is superseded by new Section 820.8. 
Section 1953.6 is superseded by new Sections 820.8. and 815.8. 
Section 1954 is superseded by new Sections 820.8 and 815.8. 
Section 1955 is superseded by new Sections 820.4 and 820.6. 
Section 1956 is superseded by the general statute relating to insur

ance recommended by the Commission. 
Section 1956.5 is superseded by the Commission's general insurance 

statute. 
Section 1957 is superseded by new Government Code Section 850.8. 
Section 1959 is superseded by the Commission's general insurance 

statute. 

SEC. 15. Section 2002.5 of the Government Code is re
pealed. 
~ Whene¥ep tl; sffit is Hle4 against ftB empleyee ep 

eftieep ef the Stftte ef CalifePBia lieensea m eBe ef the healing 
fti'ts ~ Di¥isien g ef the Business ftB& ppefessiens .cede; 
fep malflP8:etiee allegea t& ha:ve ftPiaeB eat ef the flel'feFmanee 
ef his ffitties as tl; state empleyee, ft e6fl:Y ef the eemfllaiBt shall 
alee Be seP¥e8: ~ the ~\:ttef'ney GeneFal a:nQ the AtteFney 
Q eneFal tiJ*ffi the Fefluest ef SHell emflleyee shall tlefeBtl sai4 
sffit en Behalf ef SHell emflleyee. ~ theite is tl; settlement ep 

juagment m the sffit the Stftte shall ~ the sttiBet flPeviaea, 
that B6 settlement shall Be effeetea witheut the eensent ef the 
tietwl ef the stftte ageney eeneeFnea ftB8: the aflflFe¥al ef the 
AttePBey GeneFal. !J.%e settlement ef SHell eIaims ep juagments 
shall Be limitea t& these tH'isiBg fFem &ets ef SHell e4HeePs ftB8: 
empley-ees ef the State m the flel'feFmanee ef theiF aatie&t ep 

~ FeftSeB ef emeFgeney aid gi¥eB t& in1Bfttes, stftte eftieials, 
emflleyees, ftB8: t& memBeFs ef the ~ 

Comment: This section is superseded by new Government Code 
Sections 825 to 825.6 (indemnity of public employees) and by the rec
ommendation of the Commission relating to defense of actions brought 
against public employees. 

SEC. 16. Section 39586 of the Government Code is repealed. 
~ ~ the legislati¥e ~ &as that flFefleFty aamage 

was eaasea, ~ the negiigenee ef tl; eity eftieep ep emflleyee m 
eenneetien ~ the aBatement ef tl; nuis8:Bee fluFsuant t& this 
ftFtiele; ft eIaim fep SHell aamages 1Bft:Y Be flftid fF61B the eity 
genepal faBtb ~ thef'efeF aPe ge"lepnea ~ Chafltep g 
(ee1BBleneing ~ Seetien !fOO1- ef Di¥isien 3:9 ef !pitIe ± ef 
this eeQe,. 

Comment: This section is superseded by the new general liability 
statute (Government Code Sections 815 to 818.6), especially by Sec
tion 815.2. 
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SEC. 17. Article 6 (commencing with Section 50140) of 
Chapter 1 of Part 1 of Division 1 of Title 5 of the Govern
ment Code is repealed. 

Comment: Article 6 consists of Sections 50140 to 50145, inclusive. 
The text of the sections in the repealed article is set out below in strike
out type. 

Wl49-: A looal ageooy is responsible ffl¥ damage ~ :metis ffl' riets te 
property wi-thln its bOl:lE:daries. 

aGl4h ~ aeti:enff shall be tried in the efflffity where the fH:,opeFty 
damaged is sit-Hated a:n4 shall be eommeneed within ene ~ aftep the 
eommission ef the aet eomplained ef,. 
~ !l%e plaintiff in ftfiJ" !ffieh ttetien shall net peeoveF H the dftm

age was aMea; sanetioned, ffl' pepmitted ~ his negligenee. 
~ Gn the eeFtifieate ef the ppesiding ~ ffl' elePlr ef the 

eelH't Fendering jlldgment against the looal ageooy ffl¥ damages ~ :metis 
6f' fle.ts; the legislative 00dy, ~ oFdinanee, shall etmSe ft wappaR't te be 
~ e£I: the genepal ffind.; wltieh shall be pai4 in its FeglHaF ~ 

W±44:- Within three ~ at the preper times; the legislative bOOy 
shall ~ a:n4 etmSe ffl be eolleeted ft tffiE e£I: the ta'lfable pFopeFty ef the 
leettl ageooy feF. the payment ef the WftPPltnt. 
~ ::when the le¥ees a:n4 ethef' weffis ef peelamation ef ft distFiet 

aPe damaged ffl' destpoyed ~ :metis ffl' riets a:n4 ttn ttetien is bpolight feF. 
damages, it shall be pposeelited ~ the fAtopney Genepal ffi the ntt:me ef 
the ~ ef the State ef CalifoFnia. !l%e afftolifit Feeoveped shall be 
pai4 te the tFeaBllFeF ef the eOlinty, whe shall eFetlit it te the distpiet. 

Sections 50140 to 50145 are inconsistent with the legislation recom
mended by the Commission. Sections 50140 to 50145 impose absolute 
liability upon cities and counties for property damages caused by mobs 
or riots within their boundaries. These sections are an anachronism in 
modern law. They are derived from similar English laws that date back 
to a time when the government relied on local townspeople to suppress 
riots. The risk of property loss from mob or riot activity is now spread 
through standard provisions of insurance policies. Sections 50140 to 
50145 should, therefore, be repealed. 

SEC. 18. Article 3 (commencing with Section 53050) of 
Chapter 2 of Part 2 of Division 1 of Title 5 of the Govern
ment Code is repealed. 

Comment: Article 3 consists of Sections 53050 to 53057, inclusive. 
The text of the repealed sections in this article are set out below in 
strike-out type. 
~ As tiseft in this aptiele . 
-fa+ "Pepson" 6f' "pliblie" inellides ftfiJ" fffiPil ttttending the ~ 

sefieols ef ftfiJ" sehoel ffl' high sehoel distpiet. 
fb+ "Pllblie pFoperty" means ~ stPeet; highway, bliilding, pttPk; 

gFolifids, weFks; 6f' PFOPef'ty· 
W ~ ageney" means ~ eOlifity, 6f'sehoel distFiet. 
~ A leettl ageney is liable feF. injllries te pe'f"sons ttnft ppope~ 

'f"eSlilting f'f"em the dangepolis ffl' defeetive eondition ef ~ ppoperty 
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ff the legislative bOOy, l7ettffi et' fte¥SefT authoFi13ed t& Femedy the eeft

~ 
W Had knowledge ffi' Hetiee ef the defective ffi' daHgerous COHditioN. 
W ~ a reasoHal7le fiffie after acquil"iHg kHowledge ffi' receiviHg 

Hetfee.; ffiilee: t& remedy the cOHditioH ffi' t& take ae-tifflt reasoHal7ly 
BeCeSSfl:FY t& protect the puhlie agaiNst the cOHditioH. 
~ WheH: it is claimed that a ~ lias lteeH, iHjurcd ffi' prep

erty damagcd as fl: result ef the daHgerous ffi' defective cOHditioH ef 
puhlie property, a writteR e!aiffi ~ damages shall -Be pFeseHted ffi eeft

fOFiBity with ftHd shall -Be go;verHed :ay ChapteF g (commeHciHg with 
SectioH ~ ef DivisioH the ef !,Pitle ± ef the G OyerHmeHt ~ 
~ WheN a daluage s-utt is l7maght agaiBst a !oettl ageBej" ~ 

iBjuries t& ~ ffi' property allegedly received as a result ef the 
daBgerous ffi' defective effilffi.tiefl ef ~ property, the attorBey ~ 
the !oettl ageBej" shall -Be defeHse couHsel UNless eth€r couHsel is 'J?l'&"" 
¥ffied ~ ~ kef; ftHd expeHses ef defeHdiHg the suit ffi'e ffi.wffil 
chapges agaiHst the !oettl ageHcy. 
~ WheH: legallial7ility is admitted ffi' disputed the !oettl ageBej" 

Hlfl:Y'"Pfl:Y' fl: ~ fule eliHm ffi' compl"omise a disputed eliHm eut ef JHffllie 
flmds; if the attorHey ~ the !oettl ageBej" appFoves ef the COHl:proHl:ise. 
~ -A!oettl ageBej" m:ay ffis.ure agaiHst liability, ~ a liability 

whieh m:ay -Be iHsured agaiHst IfflTSUtl;H1; t& DivisioH 4 ef the ±taller Ge4e; 
~ iHjuries ffi' damages FesultiHg Hom the daRgerolis ffi' defectivc eeft

ffi.tieft ef puhlie propeFty :ay self iBsuraBce, ffi' iBsuraBce ffi aB admitted 
ffisure'P (except ffi the ease ef sellool district govel'BiBg ~ t& the 
extffit -they ffi'e authori13cd t& p±aee iBsuraBce ffi HOBadmitted iBsureps 
:ay SectioBs ±W4 ftHd ~ ef the Edueation ~ ~ preHl:iuHI: ~ 
the insuFance is ft eltarge agaiBst the leeal ageBcy. 
~ -A!oettl ageBej" wfiie.b. authopi13es its employees t& ~ weeds 

ftHd pubbish en ¥aCfl:Bt ppopepty sOOll -Be liahle ~ injupies t& peps6ns 
ftHd damage t& eth€r pl"Opepty eaused :ay negligence ef the employees in 
bupning the weeds ftHd 'PUbffish.:. -A wpitten eliHm ~ sueft damages ahftll 
-Be ppeseBted in eOBformity with ftHd ahftll -Be governed :ay Chapter g 
(commenciBg with Section ~ ef Division the ef ~ b ~ eost ef 
insuping the liability imposed :ay thls seetien Hlfl:Y' -Be aMed t& an,. 
assessment authori13ed t& -Be le¥ied :ay a !oettl ageBej" t& deHay the eeats 
ef bupning weeds ftHd rul7bish en ¥aCfl:Bt pFopepty. 
~ the plHposes ef thls section, !.!leeal agency" ahftll iBcludc all eth€r 

districts ffi addition t& sellool districts. 
Article 6 (set out above) should be repealed because Sections 53050 

and 53051 are superseded by new Chapter 2 of Part 2 (commencing 
with Section 830) of Division 3.6 of Title 1 of the Government Code 
(liability for dangerous conditions of property); Section 53057 is 
superseded by new Government Code Section 815.2. Sections 53052, 
53054, 53055 and 53056 are superseded by provisions in the recom
mendations of the Commission relating to insurance; claims, actions 
and judgments; and defense of public employees. 

SEC. 19. Section 54002 of the Government Code is repealed. 
~ ~ State; eitY; ffi' COUBty, is net liable ~ damages 

eaused :ay accidents en the bridle tf'ails.; 
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Comment: This section is superseded by new Government Code 
Section 831.4 which grants public entities imlllunity from liability for 
conditions of various kinds of property. 

SEC. 20. Section 61627 of the Government Code is repealed. 
~ Ne efHeer.; ageffi;- Sf' employee sfttHl be ltahle :f& ffifj" 

ae-t Sf' omissioR &f ffifj" agettt Sf' employee appoiRted Sf' em
~ ey: hHR 'Iffiles5 he had aettIal Retfee that -the ~ ~ 
pOiHtcd Sf' employed was iHefHeieHt Sf' iHoompeteHt t6 pef'fof'm 
-the ~:f& wltieh he was appointed Sf' employed Sf' Pe-taifts 
-the iHefHeieHt Sf' iHoompeteHt ~ aftep Retfee &f -the ffi-
efHeieHey Sf' iHcompeteHcy. 

Comment: This section is superscded by new Government Code 
Sections 815.8 (imposing liability on public entities for appointing or 
failing to remove employees known to be incompetent) and 820.8 
(granting public employees immunity from liability for injuries caused 
by the torts of other persons). 

SEC. 21. Section 61633 of the Government Code is repealed. 
~ ±f iffi efHeer.; fl:gCfit; Sf' employee &f -the distf'ict is 

heM :Hable :f& fHij" act Sf' emissieR ffi his effleia± capacity, 
~ ffi ease &f aettIal fr.atid Sf' aettIal fHftliee.; aRd ffifj" ;i:adg
ffl€Rt is f'eHdeFed theFeoH, the distFiet sfttHl f*fj" -the jlldgmeHt 
without obligatiOH :f& }'epaymeHt ey: -the efHeer.; ttgCRt, 6i' em
!Heyee-: 

Comment: This section is superseded by new Government Code 
Sections 825 to 825.6 (indemnification of public employees). 

SEC. 22. Section 943 of the Streets and Highways Code is 
amended to read: 

943. Such board may: 
(a) Acquire any real property or interest therein for the 

uses and purposes of county highways. When eminent domain 
proceedings are necessary, the board shall require the district 
attorney to institute such proceedings. The expense of and 
award in such proceedings may be paid from the road fund 
or the general fund of the county, or the road fund of any 
district benefited. 

(b) Layout, construct, improve, and maintain county high
ways. 

(c) Incur a bonded indebtedness for any of such purposes, 
subject to the provisions of Section 944. 

(d) Construct and maintain stock trails approximately 
paralleling any county highway, retain and maintain for stock 
trails the right-of-way of any county highway which is super
seded by relocation. !phe ~ sfttHl H-et be ltahle ffi fHij" WIfj" 

f& ~ damages Fcs1:1ltiHg HfflR the ~ &f sttefi steek tnHl ey: 
iHH" vehicle. Such stock trails shall not be included in the term 
"~aintained mileage of county roads" as that term is used 
in Chapter 3 of Division 3 of this code. 
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Comment: The immunity stated in the deleted language is also 
granted by Streets and High,vays Code Section 954 and is retained in 
that section. 

SEC. 23. Section 954 of the Streets and Highways Code is 
amended to read: 

954. Except in the case of highways dedicated to the pub
lic by deed or by express dedication of the owner or acquired 
through eminent domain proceedings, all county highways 
which for a period of five consecutive years are impassable for 
vehicular travel, and on which during such period of time no 
public money is expended for maintenance, are unnecessary 
highways, subject to abandonment pursuant to Sections 955 
and 956, or as herein provided. The board of supervisors of 
any county on its own motion or on the petition of any in
terested taxpayer of the county may abandon any such unnec
essary highway or may designate such county highway a stock 
trail. The board of supervisors shall cause notices to be posted 
upon such stock trails, and also at the entrance of such stock 
trails, directing all persons to drive all untethered stock 
thereon. 

After a stock trail has been established or designated as 
provided in this chapter, the county ~ is not he liable ffi 
tmy way Wi> fH'lY' aaHlages re&Hltffig Hem the 'I:lSe &£ saeh s-teelr 
~ ~ fH'lY' ~ for death or injury to a vehicle owner or 
operator or passenger, or for damage to a vehicle or its con
tents, resulting from a dangerous condition of the stock trail. 

Such stock trails shall not be included in the term "main
tained mileage of county roads" as that term is used in Chap
ter 3 of Division 3 of this code. 

Comment: This is an adjusting amendment to conform the section 
to the provisions of the new Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 830) 
of Part 2 of Division 3.6 of Title 1 of the Government Code. 

SEC. 24. Chapter 23 (commencing with Section 5640) of 
Part 3 of Division 7 of the Streets and Highways Code is 
repealed. 

Comment: Chapter 23 consists of Sections 5640 and 5641. The text 
of the repealed chapter is set out below in strike-out type. 
~ ±+; -6eeatlSe ~ gradetl ~ ef' siaewaU" is ~ &£ 'Fe~ 

aIlti ffi eOBditioB ffi €Bdanger perSOBS ef' propedy passiBg tftei'e6fr; 
tmy PCFSOB, while eaFefally ttffiBg the strecl ef' sidewalk aIlti ~ffig 
epdiBRPY efH'e te fW6id the tlattg€f') s1i#ers tlaBtage ffi his ~ ef' 

ppopepty, ~ ft1±7 ~ fleket thel'eiB, Be Fee01:lPSC Wi> damages 
tffiis S1:lffeFCd sliall he had ~gailist the eif7-: 

eMh ±+ the deffle.t ffi the street ef' sidewalk has etistetl fflp ft 

perietl &£ U llettrs et' Hlef'€ aftep W'f'i:.H€fl B:etiee thepeof te the sapeFiB 
teBdeBt &£ ~S; theE: the ~ etl whetll the law ffiay hft¥e imposed 
the obligatiolls te 'Fef*\"if' ~ ~ ffi the street ef' sidewalk, aIlti alse 
the efHeep thFe ... ~gh whese e4Beial iiegl-ig€flee ~ deffle.t pemaiBs 'IHl-
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FepaiFed, sfta.ll be ~ itftd ~lly liahle ffi the ~ injuFed fflf' 
the ffiHnage sustaffied, pFovided, {fiat tbe SUj3€Fintendellt e£ stFeets has 
the authoFity ffi malre the ~S;-~ the diFcetion e£ the legis±a
B¥e ~ at -tbe €*p€itfIC e£ the ei-ty,-

This chapter is superseded by new Chapter 2 (commencing with 
Section 830) of Part 2 of Division 3.6 of Title 1 of the Government 
Code (liability of public entities for dangerous conditions of public 
property). 

The chapter was previously repealed by implication to a large extent 
by the Public Liability Act of 1923 (Government Code Section 53051). 

SEC. 25. Section 22725 of the Water Code is repealed. 
~ Ne efHeep sfta.ll be peFsonally liable £ep a-ny: damage 

Fesulting ~ the opeFation e£ the distFiet eP ~ the Hegli
genee eP miseoHduet e£ a-ny: e£ its effleeFs eP employees flH:less 
the damage was pFoximately etffifICd by the offieeF's ewH Hegli
geHee, mise on duet, eP wiYul violation e£ efBei:al duty-:-

Comment: This section, and Section 22726 of the Water Code, are 
superseded by new Government Code Sections 815.8 (liability of public 
entity for not exercising due care in appointing or disciplining em
ployees) and 820.8 (employee not liable for acts or omissions of another 
person). 

SEC. 26. Section 22726 of the Water Code is repealed. 
~ Ne efHeep eP ageH:t sfta.ll be liable £ep the negligenee 

e£ a-ny: ageH:t eP employee appointed eP hired by him flH:less he 
had ~ Hetiee that the ft€f'S6H appointed eP hired was ffi.
effieient eP ineompetent ffi j3eF£e¥m the SCF¥iee £ep whleh he 
was appointed eP hired eP retaiH:s the ineffieient ei' ineompetent 
j3eFseH aiteF ~ Hetiee e£ the llieffieieney ei' ineompetelley. 

Comment: See the comment to Water Code Section 22725. 

SEC. 27. Section 22730 of the Water Code is repealed. 
~ Wheft fffi efHeep e£ a distFiet is held liable fflf' a-ny: 

aet eP omission deHe er oHiitted iH his efBei:al eapaeity itftd a-ny: 
judgmeHt is FendeFed theFeoH, the distFiet sfta.ll f*lY the ;j-utlg
ment without obligation £ep Fepayment by the ~ 

Comment: This section is superseded by new Government Code 
Sections 825 to 825.6 (indemnification of public employees). 

SEC. 28. Section 22731 of the Water Code is repealed. 
~ NoiliiHg iH the pFeeeding pOFtioH e£ this ftPtieffi f!b:.!tll 

be eOHstFued as eFea-ting a-ny: liability exeep-t as pFovided iH 
£eetioH ~ fflloless it wetHd ha:¥e existed FegaFdless e£ this 
ftFtiele.:. 

Comment: This section is unnecessary in view of the repeal of 
Section 22730. 
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SEC. 29. Section 31083 of the Water Code is repealed. 
~ N6 effleer, agettt, er employee slnHl be liahle fur fffiY 

net er omissioH ei fffiY ~ er CHtp-leyee appoiHted er em
~ by him 'Iffl±ess he had aettffid. Hettee tlntt the ~ 
appoiHted er employed was iHeffieiCHt er iHeompeteHt te ~ 
ffirm the SCi'¥iee fur wffieh he was appoiHted er employed er 
f'Ct.aiHs the iHeffieieHt er iHeompetent ~ aftep Hettee ei 
the iHeffieieHey er iHeompeteHey. 

Comment: This section is superseded by new Government Code 
Section 815.8 (liability for failure to exercise due care in appointing 
or disciplining employees) and Section 820.8 (employee immune from 
liability for tortious act of another person). 

SEC. 30. Section 31089 of the Water Code is repealed. 
~ NotliiHg iH SeetioHs ~ te ~ iHellfsive, shall 

be eonstrlfed as eFeating fffiY liability 'Iffl±ess it welild ha¥e 
aHsted FegaFdless ei these seetions, Her shall these seetioHs 
amend, modify, er FCf*lal Seetions ±%±; ~ ~ er goo± 
ei the GoveFHmeHt ~ 

Comment: This section is unnecessary because Water Code Section 
31083 is repealed. 

SEC. 31. Section 31090 of the Water Code is repealed. 
~ ±f fffi e4HeeF; agettt, er employee ei the distFiet is 

held liahle fur fffiY net er omissioH iH ffis eftieffil eapaeity, 
~ iH ease ei ~ fFa.OO: er aettffid. maliee; aOO fffiY j-lidg
Hl:eH4; is FeHdeFed tlieFeon, the distFiet shall -pay the jlfdgmeHt 
witliolft obligatioH fur FepaymeHt by the efHeer; agettt, er em-
pleyee-: 

Comment: This section is superseded by new Government Code 
Sections 825 to 825.6 (indemnification of public employees). 

SEC. 32. Section 35750 of the Water Code is repealed. 
~ N6 e4lieeF sltall be peFsoHally liahle fur fffiY damage 

Fesuiting ffem the opeFatioH ei the distFiet er ffem the HCgli
g'ffiCe er miseonduet ei fffiY ei its e4lieeFs er employees 1iHless 
the damage was pFoximately ettliI3ed by the offieeF's ewH Hegli
geHee; miseoHdlfet, er wilflil violatioH ei eftieffil ~ 

Comment: This section, and Section 33751 of the Water Code, are 
superseded by new Government Code Sections 815.8 (liability of public 
entity for not exercising due care in appointing or disciplining em
ployees) and 820.8 (employee not liable for acts or omissions of another 
person). 

SEC. 33. Section 35751 of the Water Code is repealed. 
~ N6 e4lieeF er ageffi sltall be liahle fur the negligeHee 

ei fffiY ageftt er employee appoiHtefi er liiPed by him liHless he 
had aettffid. Hettee tlntt the pef'&ffl appoiHted er liiPed waB m-



882 CALIFORNIA LAW REVISION COMMISSION 

efficient 6i' incompctent ~ pCdOFlR the SCf'¥iee fer which he 
was appointcd 6i' lHFCd 6i' fft.affis the mefficient 6i' incompeteRt 
~ tt#er ~ net-ice ffi the inefficiency 6i' incompeteney. 

Comment: See the comment to 'Vater Code Section 35750. 

SEC. 34. Section 35755 of the Water Code is repealed. 
~ WheR ftR effieer ffi a dis-ffiet is heM liahle fer ftRY 

act 6i' emissiofr doo:e 6i' olRitted iR hls effieial eapaeity fffid 
ftRY jl:l:dglRent is Fendered thereon, the distriet shall !*t3" the 
jl:l:dgment withol:l:t ehligatffltt fer Fepayment by the efIiee¥.: 

Comment: This section is superseded by new Government Code 
Sections 825 to 825.6 (indemnification of public employees). 

SEC. 35. Section 35756 of the Water Code is repealed. 
~ Nothing iR this aHiele shall be eonstFl:l:ed as eFeating 

ftRY lie:bility l:l:frless it Wffi:Hd fla.¥e ~ Fegardless ffi this 
a£tiele.:. 

Comment: This section is unnecessary in view of the repeal of 
Water Code Sections 35750, 35751 and 35755. 

SEC. 36. Section 50150 of the Water Code is repealed. 
~ ~ beard shall be fHHftCd as }*H'ty defendant fffid 

legally ser¥Cd befere a j-udglRent ean be enteFed m ftR aetieir 
instituted against ftRY ~ by FeaSefl: ffi his effieial eonnec 
tifffi willl a dist£.ie.h 

Comment: This section is repealed because it is inconsistent with 
the provisions of Part 2 (commencing' with Section 814), which relates 
to liability of public entities and public employees, of new Division 3.6 
of Title 1 of the Government Code-particularly Sections 825 to 825.6 
(indemnification of public employees). 

SEC. 37. Section 50152 of the Water Code is repealed. 
~ ~ negligenee ffi a tf>l:l:stee iR his effieial capacity 6i' 

;my: elRployee 6i' seFvant ffi a distFiet shall be impl:l:ted 1;& the 
distfiet 1;& the saIRe e~ as if the distFiet WCFe 9: pFivate 
e6FpoFation. 

Comment: This section is superseded by new Government Code 
Section 815.2 (liability of public entities for acts of public employees). 

SEC. 38. Article 10 (consisting of Section 51480) of Part 7 
of Division 15 of the Water Code is repealed . 

. Comment: This article consists only of Section 51480, the text of 
which is set out below in strike-out type. 
~ ~ district may ±e'ry flflSeSslReffis 1;& l*Y tl:frY damage ffi-. 

etH'Fed thFOHgh the negligffit cftlffiBf-t ffi t.h-e tflIstees, elRplo .. ,ees 6i' 

SCFvants ffi the distFict which is ilRp'lted te the distFiet '!ffide.F the f)F&" 
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~ e£ Seetion ~ and stleh damages are ineidental expenses e£ 
the distFiet. 

This section is designed to implement Water Code Section 50152, 
which is repealed. 

SEC. 39. Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 60200) of 
Part 3 of Division 18 of the Water Code is repealed. 

Comment: Chapter 5 consists of Sections 60200 to 60202, inclusive. 
The text of the repealed chapter is set out below in strike-out type. 
~ N6 diFeetoF &f' ether effiee¥.; e:gen-t, &f' employee e£ any ffit;.. 

tf'iet shaY be liahle fef' any aet &f' omission e£ any e4Hee¥; agent &f' em
~ appointed &f' employed :ey him 'HRless he had aetHal netietl that 
the ~ appointed &f' employed wa.'I ineftieient &f' ineompetent to 
peFfoFm the seffiee fef' wffieh etteh ~ was appointed &f' employed 
&f' fl:Rless he i'etftiRs the ineffieient &f' ineompetent ~ ~ netietl 
e£ the ineffieieney &f' ineompeteney. 
~ !l!he distFiet may empley eounsel to aefeHd any litigation 

eFOtigflt against any dil'eetoF &f' efue¥ e4Hee¥; agent &f' employee theFeof, 
OR aeeotint e£ his e4Befal .aetiefr; and the fees and expenses involved 
theFein shaY be a lawffil ehaFge against the distPiet. 
~ If any diFeetoF &f' ethei' e4Hee¥; agent; &f' employee e£ the 

distFiet is held liahle fef' any aet &f' omission in his eftieial eapaeity, and 
!tRY jtidgment is FendeFed theFeon, the distFiet, exeept in ease el his 
aettial fF.a.tid &f' aeWal maliee, shall f*lY the jtidgment withotit ehliga
tieR ffi¥ Pepayment :ey Stieh diFeeto¥ &f' efue¥ eftieeP; agent &f' employee. 

Section 60200 is superseded by new Government Code Sections 
815.8 (liability of public entities for lack of care in appointing or 
disciplining employees) and 820.8 (immunity of public employees for 
tortious acts of other persons). Sections 60201 and 60202 are super
seded by new Government Code Sections 825 to 825.6 (indemnification 
of public employees) and the legislation recommended by the Commis
sion relating to defense of public employees. 

SEC. 40. Section 6005 of the Welfare and Institutions Code 
is amended to read: 

6005. Any superintendent or person in charge of the 
county psychiatric hospital, and any public officer, public em
ployee, or public physician who either admits, causes to be ad
mitted, delivers, or assists in delivering, detains, cares for, or 
treats, or assists in detaining, caring for or treating, any per
son pursuant to this chapter shall not be rendered criminaUy 
liable thereby. eithe!' eivilly &f' ePiminaily. 

Comment: The deleted portions of this section, Section 6610.3, and 
Section 6610.9 of the Welfare and Institutions Code are superseded by 
new Government Code Sections 820.4 (immunity of public employees 
for executing the law with due care), 821.6 (immunity of public em
ployees for malicious prosecution), 855.8 (immunity for diagnosis and 
treatment of mental illness) and 856 (immunity of public employees 
for confining persons for mental illness). 
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SEC. 41. Section 6610.3 of the Welfare and Institutions 
Code is amended to read: 

6610.3. Any relative or friend of a person believed to be 
mentally ill and in need of supervision, care, or treatment may 
report that fact to the local health officer, together with the 
name and place of residence of the person. The local health 
officer may make or cause to be made such investigations as he 
deems to be necessary to ascertain the facts. If it appears to 
the health officer that there is reasonable cause for believing 
that admission to a state hospital under this article will be 
for the best interest of the person he may make the application 
to a state hospital. Proceedings under this article shall be 
stopped whenever the person believed to be mentally ill or 
any relative or friend acting in his behalf protests against 
such proceedings to the investigating health officer or to the 
examining physicians. 

Any local health officer or his employee who makes or assists 
in making an application under this article shall not be ren
dered ei¥illy eP criminally liable thereby when there is rea
sonable cause for believing that such application will be for the 
best interest of the person. 

Comment: See the comment to Welfare and Institutions Code 
Section 6005. 

SEC. 42. Section 6610.9 of the Welfare and Institutions 
Code is amended to read: 

6610.9. Any public officer or employee who transports or 
delivers or assists in transporting or delivering or detains or 
assists in detaining any person pursuant to this article shall 
not be rendered ei¥illy eP criminally liable thereby unless it be 
shown that such officer s or employee acted maliciously or in 
bad faith or that his negligence resulted in bodily injury to 
such person. 

Comment: See the comment to Welfare and Institutions Code 
Section 6005. 

SEC. 43. Section 10 of Chapter 641 of the Statutes of 1931 
(Flood Control and Flood Water Conservation District Act) is 
repealed. 

See,. ~ !pfie RegligeRee e£ a H9tstee eP tFlistees e£ a &00 
e9RtF91 f:tRd wate¥ e9RseFvati9R distFiet shall he iHl:fllited te #Ie 
distFiet te the same ~ as if the ~ e9Rsepvati9R f:tRd 
&00 eeRtFel distFiet were a flFivate e9Fp9Fflti9R, f:tRd Slielt dis
tFiet shall ha¥e i*ffle¥ f:tRd alith9Fity te le¥y asseSSHleRts 4!eF the 
flliFfl9se e£ ~ ftRy daHlage 56 iReliFFed as heFeafteF ~ 
~ 

Comment: This section is superseded by new Government Code 
Section 815.2 (liability of public entities for acts or omissions of public 
employees) and other legislation recommended by the Commission. 
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SEC. 44. Section 21 of the Municipal Water District Act 
of 1911 (Chapter 671, Statutes of 1911) is repealed. 
~ . 2±: Ne diFeetoF ef' etfiep efHeer, ageftt.; ef' employee 6£ 
~ distFiet siliHl :ae ltahle £er ~ aet ef' omissioB 6£ ~ 
effieer; ageBt ef' eRlployee appoiBted er employed by hHB tiBless 
he had aeWal BBtiee ~ the perseB appoiBted ef' employed 
was iBeffieieBt er iBeompeteBt 16 peFfoF'IB the I3€f'¥iee £er whffift 
fffieh perseB was appoiBted ef' employed er tiBless he f'et.aiBs 
:j;fte iBeffieieBt er iBeompeteBt perseB ttfter BBtiee e£ the ffie4ft
~ er iBeompeteBey. 

!llhe distFiet may employ eouBsel ffl ~ fffiY litigatioB 
IlFought agaiBst ~ diFeetoF ef' ethel- efHeer, ageftt.; 6i' em
J*eyee thef'e6:f, ffi1 aeeouBt e£ his effi.eial aetifffl.; aB4 :j;fte kes 
aB4 expeBses iBvolved theFeiB siliHl :ae a lawM ehaFge agaiBst 
:j;fte distFiet. 

f£ ~ diFeetoF ef' etheF efHeer, ageftt.; 6i' employee 6£ the 
distFiet is held ltahle £er aBy' aet ef' omissioB ffi his effi.eial eft

~ aBd aBy' judgmeBt is FeBdeFed theFeoB, the distFiet, 
~ ffi ease e£ his aeWal ff.auft ef' ae-tuftl maliee; shall f*lY 
:j;fte jHdgmeBt without obligatioB £er FepaymeBt by fffieh at
Feetor 6i' etfiep effieer; ageftt.; ef' employee. 

Comment: The provision relating to liability of district employees 
for acts or omissions of other employees is superseded by new Gov
ernment Code Sections 815.8 (liability of public entities for lack of care 
in appointing or disciplining employees) and 820.8 (immunity of pub
lic employees for tortious acts of other persons). 

The provisions relating to defense of employees and payment of 
jUdgments against district personnel are superseded by proposed Gov
ernment Code Sections 825 to 825.6 (indemnification of public em
ployees) and by other legislation recommended by the Commission. 

SEC. 45. (a) This act applies retroactively to the full ex
tent that it constitutionally can be so applied. 

(b) Nothing in this act revives or reinstates any cause of 
action that, on the effective date of this act, is barred either 
by failure to comply with any applicable statute, charter or 
ordinance requiring the presentation of a claim or by failure 
to commence an action thereon within the period prescribed 
by an applicable statute of limitations. 

(c) For the purpose of this section, any cause of action that 
did not exist prior to the effective date of this act but which 
is created by the retroactive application of this act shall be 
deemed to be subject to and to have been subject to: 

(1) Any claims procedure established by statute, charter or 
ordinance that would have been applicable thereto if the cause 
of action had accrued at the time the injury giving rise to the 
cause of action occurred. 

(2) Any statute of limitations that would have been ap
plicable thereto if the cause of action had accrued at the time 
the injury giving rise to the cause of action occurred. 
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(d) Any cause of action that accrued prior to the effective 
date of this act and to which this act cannot constitutionally 
be made applicable is barred if: 

(1) An applicable statute, charter or ordinance requires 
the presentation of a claim relating thereto and no claim is 
presented either before the eXp'iration of the period prescribed 
in such statute, charter or ordinance, or before January 1, 
1964, whichever is earlier; or 

(2) An action thereon is not commenced either before the 
expiration of the period prescribed by the applicable statute of 
limitations (including Chapter 1404 of the Statutes of 1961), 
or before July 1, 1964, whichever is earlier; except that an 
action thereon may be commenced within six months after a 
claim relating thereto is rejected if the applicable statute, 
charter or ordinance requires such prior rejection before the 
action may be commenced. 

Comment: Subdivision (a) provides that this act states the law 
governing the extent to which public entities maybe liable for injury 
even in those cases where the injury occurred prior to the effective date 
of the act, prior to the moratorium legislation (Chapter 1404, Statutes 
of 1961), or prior to the decision in Muskopf v. Corning Hospital Dis
trict, 55 Cal.2d 211, 11 Cal. Rptr. 89, 359 P.2d 457 (1961). Such 
retroactive application of this act may create new liabilities and may 
abolish recognized causes of action. The subdivision recognizes, how
ever, that there may be a constitutional limitation on the extent to 
which it can be applied retroactively. But whether there is such a limi
tation, and if so what the extent of such limitation is, must be deter
mined by the courts. 

Subdivision (b) declares that this act does not revive any cause of 
action that has been barred because of a failure to comply with a 
claims presentation requirement or a statute of limitations. Subdivi
sion (b), together with subdivision (c), also declares that a cause of 
action newly created by the retroactive application of this act is none
theless barred if there has been no compliance with the claims proce
dure or statute of limitations that would have been applicable if the 
cause of action had accrued at the time of the injury. These provisions 
are to prevent stale claims and actions from being asserted on causes 
of action where the injury occurred long before the effective date of the 
act. 

Subdivision (d) provides a limited period within which vested rights 
to causes of action that cannot be abolished by this act must be asserted. 
Of course, if the courts should hold that there is no constitutional im
pediment to the giving of full retroactive effect to this act, subdivision 
(d) would become unnecessary. 
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