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Legis. Prog. June 8, 2010 

Memorandum 2010-21 

2010 Legislative Program: Status of Bills 

The attached table summarizes the status of the Commission’s 2010 legislative 
program. The staff will supplement that information orally at the April meeting. 

In addition, the staff intends to prepare separate memoranda discussing 
developments on the Commission bills that were held over as two-year bills: SB 
105 (Harman) on donative transfer restrictions and SB 189 (Lowenthal) on 
mechanics lien law. 

One other noteworthy development is discussed below. 

Omnibus Judiciary Committee Bill 

Part of the Commission’s recommendation on Trial Court Restructuring: Part 5 
(2009) is included in AB 2767 (Committee on Judiciary), the annual civil omnibus 
committee bill. 

The civil omnibus committee bill is a vehicle for entirely uncontroversial 
reforms. As a general rule, if any judiciary committee member, of either house, 
raises an objection to the inclusion of a provision in the bill that provision is 
removed. 

Two provisions of the Commission’s recommendation were recently removed 
from the bill on that basis: Evidence Code Sections 752 and 753.  

Unfortunately, the deletion of Sections 752 and 753 creates an unintended 
complication. The Commission’s recommendation would make closely related 
reforms to three Evidence Code provisions, Sections 752, 753, and 731. It would 
be problematic if Section 731 were amended without making the related changes 
to Sections 752 and 753. In other words, if Sections 752 and 753 are not amended 
at this time, then Section 731 should not be amended at this time. 

The staff explained this problem to the Commission’s Chair and received her 
approval to suggest that the committee also remove Section 731 from the bill. The 
committee agreed to do so. That change will be made at the earliest opportunity.  
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We will need to look for another vehicle for the deleted provisions. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brian Hebert 
Executive Secretary 
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