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Study J-1404 August 28, 2009 

Fourth Supplement to Memorandum 2009-34 

Statutes Made Obsolete by Trial Court Restructuring: Part 5 
(Staff Draft Tentative Recommendation) 

The Commission just received a letter from Frederick Bennett, Court Counsel 
of the Los Angeles County Superior Court. His letter is attached as an exhibit. 
The staff appreciates his comments. 

On behalf of the court, Mr. Bennett comments on the proposed amendments 
in the staff draft tentative recommendation that relate to court-appointed experts, 
interpreters, and translators (Evid. Code § 731; Gov’t Code §§ 26806, 68092, 
69894.5). 

Court-Appointed Experts 

The Los Angeles County Superior Court expresses concern with the proposed 
revisions of Evidence Code Section 731, which relates to court-appointed experts. 
The court’s concern is essentially the same as the concern raised by the General 
Counsel of the Shasta County Superior Court, which is discussed in the Third 
Supplement to Memorandum 2009-34.  

The staff believes that the new approach presented in the Third Supplement 
adequately addresses this concern. Accordingly, for purposes of preparing a 
tentative recommendation, the staff continues to recommend that approach. 

Interpreters and Translators 

The Los Angeles County Superior Court has several concerns with the 
proposed amendments that relate to interpreters and translators. The issues are 
complex, and require careful analysis. As a result, the staff needs additional time 
to analyze the concerns. Furthermore, it would be useful to evaluate the concerns 
alongside comments from other sources.  

Accordingly, for purposes of a tentative recommendation, the staff 
recommends sticking with the approach to interpreters and translators that is 
presented in the staff draft.  



 

– 2 – 

If the Commission circulates a tentative recommendation in the form 
recommended, the Commission should consider the attached comments from the 
Los Angeles County Superior Court alongside other comments it receives on the 
interpreter and translator provisions in the tentative recommendation. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Catherine Bidart 
Staff Counsel 
 
Barbara Gaal 
Chief Deputy Counsel 
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