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Condemnation by Privately Owned Public Utility: PUC Comments

Attached as an Exhibit is a letter from Joel Perlstein on behalf of the Public

Utilities Commission and its Legal Division. The letter makes three points:

1. The PUC supports further Law Revision Commission work on the

“Connecticut” administrative approach to telecommunications access to

buildings. Because it balances the interests of landlords and telephone

corporations, this type of approach provides a better tool than eminent domain

to resolve these conflicts.

2. With respect to judicial review of PUC decisions under such an

administrative approach, existing general statutes governing judicial review of

PUC decisions should suffice. There is no need to further complicate an already

complex scheme with special rules for judicial review of telecommunications

access provisions.

3. The current Commission draft would grandfather in existing access

agreements between utility companies and building owners. This may be at odds

with provisions of SB 177 and the PUC’s Rights of Way Decision prohibiting

discriminatory agreements. The grandfathering provision should either be

eliminated or revised to take account of the anti-discrimination laws.

Respectfully submitted,

Nathaniel Sterling
Executive Secretary








