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First Supplement to Memorandum 96-34

Health Care Decisions: Preliminary Considerations (CMA Letter)

The staff’s estimate of the interest of the California Medical Association in

revising the durable power of attorney statute, as stated in Memorandum 96-34,

appears to have been in error. See the letter from Alice P. Mead, CMA Legal

Counsel, attached hereto.

In summary, CMA has sponsored legislation to deal with some of the

technical issues they saw in the DPAHC and they do not want to have to go

through the process of revising patient information pamphlets that might be

necessary if changes are made. The staff understands this sentiment — we have

experienced the same problem in regard to the statutory forms in the DPAHC.

While this argues against making minor changes without sufficient justification,

important improvements in the law should not be held hostage by information

pamphlets. In any event, there may be other issues arising, unrelated to this

bureaucratic concern, that CMA will be interested in.

Respectfully submitted,

Stan Ulrich
Assistant Executive Secretary






