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Subject: Study L-3019 - Statutory short form power of attorney 

Attached is a Tentative Recommendation proposing the enactment of 

the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act to replace the 

existing California Statutory Short Form Power of Attorney Act. 

The Tentative Recommendation summarizes the policy issue presented 

by this tentative recommendation as follows: 

The Law Revision Commission recommends that the Uniform 
Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act be enacted in California 
to replace the existing Statutory Short Form Power of 
Attorney statute. The form provided by the uniform act is 
simple and easy to understand. This simplicity, together 
with the advantage of having a uniform form that will receive 
national acceptance, outweigh any benefit that might be 
thought to exist because of the broader scope, the additional 
provisions, and the more complex execution requirements of 
the existing California statutory short form. 

For further discussion, see the preliminary portion of the 

attached recommendation. The proposed legislation included in the 

tentative recommendation is the same in substance as the Uniform Act. 

The existing California statutory short form power of attorney statute 

is attached to this memorandum in case you want to refer to it. 

The staff recommends that the Commission review the Tentative 

Recommendation and approve it for distribution to interested persons 

and organizations for review and comment. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John H. DeMoully 
Executive Secretary 
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CHAPTER 3. STATUTORY SHORT FORM 
POWER OF ATTORNEY - -1. _ F'ro ................................. 2450 

2. ConItructIon 01 Clran18 01 0 ....... AuthorI-
ty with R-' to Particular MIIIIera ..... _ 

ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS -2450. FonIlIt validity; construction: durable power of atlOrDey -...;. 
'""" applicoble. ~- .. 

14~I. w ...... ., penDD ......... """""'"" certificaIe ofpriBdpol', 
lawyer. 

24:52. Validity; lipatura and IICkDowIedp:aco 
24:5). Joint aerciIe of powers cooferred. 
14S4. SttMory Ikon form "'"'"' or.......,., requiRm __ 

tioa. or itImI; addidou or IDC!dffl"'tiam 
:I4~s. SttMory ...... form ........ of.......,., __ '-'" 
:1456. ApplbdCM! of cbopIor; _ of _ formt. 
l457. Forma ezccuted 011 or .t\er Jaoary 1. 1916; validity. 
:l4S8. Wg. RcpooIecI. 

§ %450. FOIIIIII nIWIIJl -..ctIoD; dIonble..,.... 
of ottomer proyIIIou """""hie 

The use of the foUowing form in the creotion of a 
power of attorney is lawful, and when uoecI, the power of 
attorney shall be 0DIIItrued in accordaDce with tho 
provisions of this chapter and, if the power of attomey is 
a durable power of attorney, shall be subjecl 10 the 
provisions of Article 3 (comm"'cing with Section 2400) 
of Chapter 2: 

STATUTORY SHORT FORM POWER 
OFAlTORNEY 

(CaJifomia Civil Code Section 2450) 

WARNING. UNLESS YOU LIMIT TIlE POWER 
IN nus DOCUMENT, nus DOCUMENT GIVES 
YOUR AGENT TIlE POWER TO ACI' FOR. YOU IN 
ANY WAY YOU COULD ACI' FOR YOURSELF. 
FOR EXAMPLE, YOUR AGENT CAN: 
-BUY, SELL, AND MANAGE REAL AND PER· 
SONAL PROPERTY FOR YOU. nus MEANS 
THAT YOUR AGENT CAN SELL YOUR HOME, 
YOUR SECUR.ITIES, AND YOUR OTIIER PROP· 
ERTY. 
-DEPOSIT AND WITHDRAW MONEY PROM 
YOUR CHECKING AND SAVINGS ACCOUNTS. 
-BORROW MONEY USING YOUR PROPERTY 
AS SECUR.ITY FOR THE LOAN. 
-PUT THINGS IN AND TAKE THINGS OUT OF 
YOUR SAFETY DEPOSIT BOX. 
-OPERATE YOUR BUSINESS FOR YOU. 
-PREPARE AND FILE TAX RETURNS FOR YOU 
AND ACI' FOR YOU IN TAX MATTERS. 
-ESTABLISH TRUSTS FOR YOU AND TAKE 
OTIIER ACI'JONS FOR YOU IN CONNECI'JON 

WITH PROBATE AND ESTATE PLANNING MAT· 
TERS. 

-PROVIDE FOR TIlE SUPPORT AND WELFARE 
OF YOUR SPOUSE, CHILDREN, AND DEPEND
ENTS. 

-CONTINUE PAYMENTS TO TIlE CHURCH 
AND OTIIER ORGANIZATIONS OF WHICH YOU 
ARE A MEMBER AND MAKE GIFTS TO YOUR 
SPOUSE, DESCENDANTS, AND CHAR.ITIES. 

THIS DOCUMENT DOES NOT AUTHORlZl! 
YOUR AGENT TO MAKE MEDICAL AND 0TIDIIl 
HEALTH CARE DECISIONS FOR YOU. YOU 
CAN DESIGNATE AN AGENT TO MAD 
HEALTH CARE DECISIONS FOR YOU ONLY BY 
A SEPARATE DOCUMENT. 

IT MAY BE IN YOUR BEST INTEREST TO 
CONSULT WITH A CALIFORNIA LAWYER JIB. 
CAUSE TIlE POWERS GRANTED BY nus D0C
UMENT ARE BROAD AND SWEEPING. THEY 
ARE DEFINED IN SECI'JONS 2460 TO 2473, IN
CLUSIVE, OF TIlE CALIFORNIA CIVIL CODE. 

TIlE POWERS GRANTED BY THIS DOCUMENJ' 
WILL EXIST FOR. AN INDEFINITE PERIOD OF 
TIME UNLESS YOU LIMIT THEIR DURATION IN 
THIS DOCUMENT. THESE POWERS WILL C0N
TINUE TO EXIST NOTWITHSTANDING YOUR 
SUBSEQUENT DISABILITY OR INCAPACITY UN· 
LESS YOU INDICATE OTIIERWISE IN nus D0C
UMENT. 

YOU CAN ELIMINATE POWERS OF you.. 
AGENT BY CROSSING OUT ANY ONE OR MOD 
OF TIlE POWERS LISTED IN PARAGRAPH 3 OF 
THIS FORM. YOU CAN WRITE OTIIER LIMITA· 
TIONS AND SPECIAL PROVISIONS IN PARA· 
GRAPH .. OF nus FORM. HOWEVER, IF YOU 
DO NOT WANT TO GRANT YOUR AGENT TIlE 
POWER TO ACI' FOR YOU IN ANY WAY YOU 
COULD ACI' FOR YOURSELF, IT MAY BE IN 
YOUR BEST INTEREST TO CONSULT WITH A 
LAWYER INSTEAD OF USING THIS FORM. 

nus DOCUMENT MUST BE SIGNED BY TWO 
WITNESSES AND BE NOTAIUZED TO BE VALID. 

YOU HA VB TIlE RIGHT TO REVOKE OR TIDt.. 
MINATE nus POWER OF AlTORNEY. 

YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO USE nus 
FORM; YOU MAY USE A DIFFERENT POWBR 
OF AlTORNEY IF THAT IS DESIRED BY THE 
PARTIES CONCERNED. 

IF THERE IS ANYTHING ABOUT THIS FORM 
THAT YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND, YOU 
SHOULD ASK A LAWYER TO EXPLAIN IT TO 
YOU. 

I. DESIGNATION OF AGENT. 

I ______ ~-------------------
(IllICIt your name IDCI adcIns) 

i 

i 
J 
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do hereby appoio.L __________ _ 

(latrt name .mel a.ddreII of )'a1U qaU, or CIICb IpIIt 
if yo. want to deIipate rIlCft lbu one) 

as my attorney(s) in fact (agent) to act for m. and in my 
name as authorized in this documenL 

2. CREATION OF DURABLE POWER OF AT· 
TORNEY. By this document I intend to create a 
general power of attorney under Sections 24S0 to 2473, 
inclusive, of the CaIiI'ornia Ovil Code. Subject to any 
limitations in this document, this power of attorney is a 
durable power of attorney and shaJl not be affected by my 
subsequent incapacity. 

(If you want IhiI power' at attorDey 10 terminate .ntorp.tjt:e11y wben 
you lack c:apICity, you mill! 10 ttm in pana:nph 4 {'"Special ProvisioItI 
.... ~'below.) 

3. STATEMENT OF AUlHORITY GRANTED. 
Subject to any limitatioos in this dOC\IIDeDt, I hereby 
grant to my agent(l) full power and authority to act for 
me and in my DIllIe, in any way .. bich I myself could oct, 
if I "OR penoaaIIy present and able to act, with respect 
to the following matten as each of them is defined in 
Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 2450) of Title 9 of 
Part 4 of Division 3 of the California Qvil Code to the 

•• tent that I am permitted by law to act through~_ 
agent: 

(I) Rad estate transactions. 

(2) Tangible penonal property traDIOCIioaa. 

(3) Bond, ohare. and commodity transacIioaa. 

(4) Financial institution tranaactions. 
(5) Business operating transactions. 

(6) IDII1rIIDCe transacIioaa. 

(7) Retirement plan transactions. 
(8) Estate transaction •. 

(9) Claims and litigatioD. 
(10) Tax matten . 

(II) Penonal relationships and aft'ain. 
(12) Benefits from miIitary oenice. 

(13) Recorda, reports, and statements. 

(14) Fnll and unqualified authority to my apnt(1) 10 
delegate any or all of the fonaniDg powers to any per.
or penODJ ",hom my agent(1) shaJl select. 

(I S) All other matters. 

(Strike Old any OR or lIlOIIl dtbe ilemllibove 10 which fOIl do NOT deIire to pft)'Ollt qat autbority. S1ICb ............ !lany ODe' Or' .... oI~ 
(1) 10 (14), .......... _,;..,]!y .............. e1imm,.; .. or_ (15). TO ST1UXE OUT AN ITEM, YOtl r.rusr DRAW A UNE nmot1OII 
THE TEXT OF tHAT lTEM.) 

4. SPECIAL PROVISIONS AND LIMITATIONS. 
In exerciaing the authority under this power of attorney, 
my agent(l) ia subject to the following speoiaI provisions 
and limitatioos: 

(Spccio1 ............... Hmilatioos may be mctllded"' ............. _ form _ 01.......,. <m1y Iftbey"""" 10"" ~ 01_ 
2.55 01 .... CaIifora CYil Code.) 

S. EXERCISE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY ED. If I ha .. designated more than one agent, the 
WHERE MORE TIfAN ONE AGENT DESIGNAT· agentsARtoact ___________ _ 

(Jr you de&ipate IDOI'e than ODe -.art ad wish ach ..... Ilooe to be able to esera.c dIiI power. iItIert in IhiI bIaok the word "1C\'CI'aIIy." Failure lID 
mu. on -.. ... tho -.. 01 ,.. ...... "joiD11)''' wiD roq.u. tIut tho _ oct ;0;.11)'.) 

6. DURATION. 

(The ....... _ by tlU& document will _ for .. _Ie period 01 .... un1ea you limit their duratioB ....... ) 

This power ofattorney expires on _____ _ 

7. NOMINATION OF CONSERVATOR OF ES
TATE. 

(A CCJIIICI'VdOr or the acate may be appoialed for you if .a court decideI t1aat ODe IhoWd be appoiahld. The ........ 1I'81OJ' it raJ' >tI for Ibt 
tPtMJP"""'toiyour fiaaociaI.train.ud)'OW' propcny. You are DOt reqa.ired tollOlrl:ioateaCOPJen'alor batfOU lILlY do 10. TheCOW1 wiIlappoiattlte 
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per-. you IlCJmiute unleIII that WOIlki be coatnry to your best interests. Yoo may. but arc: llOl required to. ftOI'J1inate • your CCIIIIItI'VaIOr the same 
penoo )'DO Damed iD puqraph 1 11$ yOW' apnt. You may DOIIlill8te a penon u your conserv.uor by c:omp)etina lbc: sp.ce bdaw.) 

If a COD&erVator of the estate is to be appointed for me, of the estate ____________ _ 
I nominate the rollowing persoo to serve as conservator 

DATE AND SIGNATURE OF PRINCIPAL 

(YOU MUST DATE AND SIGN THIS 
POWER. OF ATIORNEY) 

I sip my name to this Statutory Short Form Power of 
Attorney on 

_-::--:-_ al _--=--:-___ -::--:-
(Doto) (City) (State) 

(Y .......... ) 

(I'HIS POWER OF ATIORNEY WILL NOT BE 
.VALID UNLESS IT IS 80TIf (I) SIGNED BY 
TWO ADULT WITNESSES WHO ARE 
PRESENT WHEN YOU SIGN OR ACKNOWL
EDGE YOUR SIGNATURE AND (2) AC
KNOWLEDGED BEFORE A NOTARY PUBLIC 
IN CALIFORNIA.) 

STATEMENT OF WITNESSES 

(READ CAREFULLY BEFORE SIGNING. You 
CIIII lip ... wi1:nea only if you penoaaIIy know the 
principe! or the identity of the principal is proved 10 you 
by comacm, evic\ence.) 

(l'o' have convincinc eoidence of the identity of the 
principal, you must be pnoented with and RUODObIy 
reIJ 011 any ODe or more of the following: 

(1) AD identification card or driver's license issued by 
the CsIifomia DeporImenI of Motor Vehicles !bat is 
currmI or bas been issued within five yean. 

(2) 'A ....,art issued by the Department of State of 
the UIIItec1 States !bat is currmI or bas been issued within 
live yean. 

(3) Aay of the following d"",,,,,,,,,n if the document is 
CDmIIlI or bas been issued within five yean and conlain. 
a p/IotoJAph and deseription of the penon IWIled on it, 
is oiped by the penon, and bears a oeriaI or other 
ideaIiI'yiq DUmber: 

(a) A puoport issued by • foreip govemmeot !bat bas 
been slamped by the UDited States Immigration and 
Natanlizetjcm Service. 

(b) A driver's license issued by a IIIaIe other than 
CaIIforaia or by • Canodjln or Maican public qcncy 
autborized to issue driven' ticeDsea. 

(c) AD identjficatioa card issued by a state other than 
CaIiComia. 

(d) AD identjficatjon card issued by any branch of the 
UIIIId ,.,..,. of the UDited States.) 

(OIlIer kinds of proof of ideatity are not alIowecI.) 
WeIt'I CILQwI CoeII'. Pwnph.-1! 

I declare under penalty of petjury under the laws of 
Ca1ifornia that the person who signed or ackoowledpd 
this documenl is peraona1ly koown to me (or proved to 
me on the basis of eonvincing eWleuce) to be the 
principal, !bat the principal siped or acknowledpd this 
power of attorney in my presence, and that the principal 
appeata to be of sound mind and under no duras, fraud. 
or undue iDf1uence. 
Signature: 
PrinIN~: ___________ ___ 

Date: Resideoce Addresa: _________ _ 

Signature: Print Name: ___________ ___ 

Date: 
Residence Address: _________ _ 

CERTIFICATE OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF 
NOTARY PUBLIC 

State of Ca1ifornia ... 
County of __ 

On this day of ___ in the year __ ~ 

beforeme, ____ ~---~------
(IDIOrt __ 01 -.y public) 

penoaaIIy~---------
(IDIOrt ..... 01 priodpoI) 

penoaaIIy koown to me (or proved 10 me on the basis of 
satiaI'actory evidoDce) to be the penon wboae IWDe is 
IIUbocribed to this inltrumeat, and ackDowledpd that he 
or abe eueuted it. 
NOTARY SEAL 

(SiaDIlun 01 ....... Public) 

(Added by Stat..J984. c. 602. § 1. Anwsdeti by Sttm. 
198$. c. 4()J, § 7.) 

0per0Ii .. _ 01 -'1915, .. 0103, ... __ f ZQI. 

_ I wo. ftI'OIIod .. 1919 .... 1it1e 10, ...... 

I 24111. W ..... to_eumlqd' 1M",. cwtIf· 
lcateof ........ ....,.. 

<a) &cept .. provided in subdivision (b), a statutory 
Ihort form power of attorney, to be va1id, obaII contain, 
in not leu than HI.point boId·face type or • reolOl1eb1e 
equivaIeat thenof, the waming whicb is printed in 
capital 1etters It the besinnirIJ of Section 2450. 
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t 2455. Statutory obort '- power of_mer. IIIIdI
Uoul Jln. Ie 

(b) Subdivision <a) does not apply if the statutory 
short form power of attorney conllins a certificate signed 
ill)' the principal'. lawyer stating in substanoe: "I am a 
lawyer authorized to practice law in the state where this 
power of attorney was executed, and the principal was 
my cliODt at the time when this power of attorney was 
executed I bave adviaed my client concerning his or her 
rights in connection with this power of attorney and lhe 
applicable law and the CODS<qIIOIlCOS of signing or not 
signing this power of attorney, and my client, after being 
so advised, bas executed this power of attorney." (Add· 
ed by Sttm.1984, Co 602. § I. Amended by StlJts.I98S. Co 
403, § 8.) 

0per0Jm _ or _1985, c. 403, ... "'"" ....... f 2-400. 
Pormer t WI. rqaIed in 1929. tee Title 10. post. 

§:z45l. Volldlty; oIpatnrea ..... acImow~ 

A llatutory short fonn power of attorney is va1id only 
if all tho following requirements are satisfied: 

(I) It is signed by the principal. 
(2) It is signed by two adult wiIDesses, each of whom 

executes, under penalty of perjury. the dec1aration in the 
form set forth in Section 2450. 

(3) It is acknowledged by !be principal before a notary 
public al any pIaoe within this state, and the notary 
public executes the certificate in the form set forth in 
Section 2450. (Added by Stats.l984, Co 602. § I.) 

_ I 1452, ~ in 1929, ... r .... 10. ..... 

t 2453. JoIJot eurc:Iae of ponnt CIIIlfemd 
If more than one agent is _ ... ·ted by !be principal in 

a IIatutory short fonn power of attorney, !be agents in 
eun:ising !be powers conferred sbaII act jointly UDless 
!be principal specifically provides in the IIatutory short 
form power of attorney tbal they are to act severally. 
(Adikd by Stnts.I984. Co 602. § I.) 

_ 11453, ~ ia 1929, ... Tide 10, ..... 

t l454. Slalutor7 oIoort ,.. power of attorDer, ft
__ II; e1t .......... ofl1emo; ocWIlk- or .... 
IflceU.~ 

(a) Subject to oubdivisions (b) ODd (c), a power of 
attomey is a "statutory short form power of attorney," as 
this phrase is used in this chapter, if it meets both of the 
fo\lowiaJ requirements: 

(1) It meets the ~ of Sections 2451 and 
2452. 

(2) II conbrin' the euct 1IOI"dinJ of parIlIfIlpb 3 of !be 
form lOt forth in Section 2450. 

(b) One or more of items (1) to (14), inclusive, may be 
IIricken out ill)' !be priDcipaI in psragraph 3 of the form 
101 forth in Section 2450, in wbicb cue !be items so 
IIricken out and also item (IS) sbaII be deemed etiminat· 
ed. 

(c) A IIatuIory short fonn power of attomey may 
contain modilicotioDs or additioua of !be types deocribed 
in- Section 2455. (AdIkd by Sttm.1984, Co 602. § 1.) 

_ I _ ~ ia 1929, ... 11IIe 10, ...... 

A power of attomey which satisfies the requiremenll 
of Section 2454 is not prevented from being a "lIatutory 
short form power of attorney," as this phrase is UJed in 
tbi. cbapter, by the fact tbat il also contain. additional 
language which does any ODe or more of the folJowiq: 

<a) ElimiDates from tho power of attorney one or man: 
of the powers enumerated in one or more of the 
constructional sectioos of this chapter with respecl to an 
item in psragraph 3 of the statutory short form power at 
attorney not eliminated by the principal. 

(b) SUppJemenll ODe or more of the powers ODumera1· 
eel in one or more of the CODStructionaJ sections in this 
chapter with respect to an item in parIlIfIlpb 3 of the 
statutory short form power of attorney not e1imin·t'" ill)' 
the principal, by specifically IisIinJ additional powers at 
the agenl. 

<c) Makes the power of attorney not a dursble power 
ofattorney or limill tho duration of!be powerofllttoJDeJ 
or pracribes when the power of attorney becomoo 
effective. 

(d) Makes oome additional provisioD which is not 
inconaistonl with the other proviaiom of the statutory 
short fonn power of attorney. (Adikd by Sttm.1984. Co 

602. § I.) 

§ J456. AppIIcatIoa of duoptar; _ of uthar ,..... 

Nothing in this chapter affects or Jimits the UIO of any 
other fonn for a power of attorney. Any fonn tbaI 
complies with the requirements of any law other than the 
provisions of this chapter may be used in lien of the ron. 
set forth in Section 2450. (Adikd by Stnts.I984, Co 6Q2, 
§ I.) 

§ 3457. Forw -..ted .. or liter J...-y 1, I!IIfI 
nIIdItJ 

A IIatutory short form power of attorney executed .. 
or after January I, 1986, naiDg a form thaI complied widI 
Section 2450 as osiPW1J enacted is as valid as if it bad 
boon executed naiDg • form tbal complied with Sectioa 
2450. as _ended. (Adikd by Stnts.I98S. Co 4fJJ. § 9.) 

For 11457, ~ in 1929, ... TltIe 10, pool. 

If l45I, l45lI. RIp IIIed 

FfH H ]458, ]459, repeilkd in 1929, .. 1It1e 
10, post. 

ARTICLE 2. O:>NSTRUcnON OF GRANTS OF 
GENERAL AlJTHORITY WJ11I RESPECT TO 

PARTICULAR MA'ITERS 

rti n. 
d 
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GRANTS OF GENERAL AUl1IORITY -2466. Authorizatioa. of retiement pian tranaactionL 
2467. Authorizatioa. of estate tnnactiou. 
:M68. AuthoriutiaR of claims and litiption. 
1469. .Authorizatioa:respa:tinJ I:U mattcn. 
2469.1 to 2469.). ItepooIed. 
2<170. A_ ................... nIationohipo and aIfain. 
2471. AIltboriwion .......... balc:fitl from military serYic:e, 
2471. Aulbiwiz:ation rwpectina: recorda, I'epCII1S. and IbtCmcIllI. 
2473. Aulbority with nspec:t to othcr~i exclusioa ofhellth care 

deciJions. 
20477 to 2510. Repealed. 

§ 2460. AlItborIzatioD of real estate truuetioIII 

(a) In a statutory short form power of attorney, the 
language cooferriDg general authority with respect to 
"real estate transactions" shall be construed to mean that 
the principal authorizes tbe agent to do all of the 
following: 

(I) Accept as a gift or as security for a lnan, reject, 
demaDd, buy, lease, receive, or otherwise: acquire, either 
ownership or possession of any interest in real property. 

(2) Sell, exchanae. convey with or without COV<IIBIII8, 
,!u,it-claim, rei ...... 1UrRDder, mortgaae. eocumber, par
tition ~ COIIIeIIt to the partitiODing of, grant options 
~g, lease, sublet, or otherwise dispose of, any 
mterest m real property. 

(3) Change the form of title of any interest in real 
property. 

. (4) CJ:eate, modify, or revoke a trust CODOerDing any 
mterest m real property. 

(S) Release in whole or in part, aasigD the whole or a 
part of, aatisfy in wbole or in part, or enforce by action, 
proceeding, or otherwise, any mortgaae, eru:umbnmce, 
lien, or other cJaim which exists, or is claimed to exist, in 
favor of the principal with respect to any interest in real 
property. 

(6) Do any act of management or ooaservatioo with 
respect to any interest in real property owned or claimed 
!" be owned by the principal, including by way of 
illustration, but DOt of reatriction, the power to do the 
following: 

(A) IDsure against any casualty, liability, or loos. 
(B) Ej<ct, remove, or re1ieve tenants and other per80III 

from the property, or obtain or repin p session of, or 
protect tbe interest in the property, by action, proceed
ing, or otherwise. 

(C) Pay, compromise. or contest taxes or 8 srssments, 
and apply for refunds in COJUJ<Ction therewith. 

(D) Purchase suppliea. 

(E) Hire ... iatsnce or labor. 

(F) Make repairs or a1teratiooa in the real property or 
stnu:turea or other Improvements on it. 

(7) Maintain, protect, preaerve, utilize in any way, 
subdivide, develop, modify, alter, replace, remove, de
molish, erect, or inBIIIl sInIcturea or other improvemellll 
upon, any real property in which the principal baa, or 
claima to have, any intereat. 

(8) Develop or dedicate real property in which tile 
principal baa, or claima to have, any interest to public _ 
and dedicate .......... ts to public ..... with or withoat 
consideration. 

(9) Demand, receive, and obtsin by 1ICtioo, pic j 
mg, or otherwise, any money or other thing of va1ue eo 
which the principal is, may become, or may cJaim to lie 
entitled as the prnceeda of an interest in real property ... 
of ODe or more of the traIISICIioas enumerated in tlda 
section; CODServe, inveal, disbune, or ntilize anything to 
received for purposes enumerated in this sectioo and eo 
reimburae the agent for any expenditurea properly made 
in the exocutiOD of the powera conf'araI on the agent by 
the statutory short form power of attorney. 

(10) Participate in any reorganimtioo with respect til 
mol property and receive and bold any sharea of 1IIock ... 
instrument of similar character received in acc:oro
with the plan of reorgan;ntioo, and act with respect til 
them, including by way of illuatration, but DOt 01 
RIIrictioo, the power to oeIJ or otherwise dispose of tile 
shares, or any of them; exercise or ae\l any optioa, 
conversicat, or similar right with respect to them; and 
vote on them in perIOD or by the granting 01 a proxy. 

(11) Agree and contract, in any 1IIIIIIDer, with IIIIJ 
per8OD, and on any terms, which the agent may select, far 
the accompIishmeDt of any of the pIIrpooe8 enumerated 
in this section; and perform, reacind, reform, release, ... 
modify any such _t or contract or any other 
similar _t or contnct made by or on behalf of the 
principal. 

(\2) &ecute, ackoowledge, seal, and de1iver any deed, 
revocation, declaration, or modificatioo of trust, mort
gaae, 1ease, notice, check, or other instrDmeDt the ..... 
beIievea uoeful for the IIlCOIIIpIisbment of any of tile 
purpoaea enumerated in this section. 

(\3) Prosecute, defend, submit to arbitration, ~ or 
propooe or accept a compromise with reapect to, any 
cJaim existing in favor of or against the principal baled 
on or involving any real property tnnsaction or intervene 
in any action or ~;ng re1ating to it. 

(14) Hire, discharge, and compensaIe any attorney, 
aa:OlIDtant, expert wilDeaa, or other asaistaDl, wllen the 
agent beIievea it necessary or desirable for the proper 
exocutiOD 01 any of the powera deacribed in this section 
or for the keepina of needed recordI. 

(\ S) In genera1, and in addition to all the specific acts 
enumerated in this sectioo, do any other act which the 
principal <:all do tbrouP an agent with respect to any 
interest in mol property. 

(b) All powera deacribed in this section are exercisable 
equally with respect to any interest in real property 
owned by the principal at the time of the giving of the 
power of attorney or thereafter acquired, wbether located 
in this atate or eisewbere. (Added by StlIt&1984. c. 602, 
§ 1.) 

F .... f l463, -'<d ia 19:19. _ nile 10. _ 
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§ 246L AIItborIzatIon 01 1IUIIIItle penooW .......,. 
b'e srUOPIi 

(a) 10 a statutory short Conn power of attorney. the 
laoguage conferring geoeraI authority with rapect to 
"tangible penonal propc:rty tnmsactions" shall be con
strued to mean that the principal authorizes the agent to 
do all of the following: 

(I) Accept aa a gift or aa security for a Ioau. reject. 
demand, buy, ~ receive. or otherwise acquire, either 
ownership or P"""";"" of any interesl in tangible 
penonal propc:rty. 

(2) Sell, exchange. convey with or withOUI ooveuanta, 
release, 1IIIrI'eIIdcr. mortgage. encumber. pled ... hypothe
cate. create a security interest io. pawn. partition or 
conseut to the partitiouing of, pant optioua c:oncemiDg. 
Jease. IUblel. or otherwise dispooo ufo any interest io 
tangible peroouaI propc:rty. 

(3) Change the Conn uf title to any interest io tangible 
penonal propc:rty. 

(4) Create, modify. or revoke a trust concemiog any 
ioteRst in tangible peraonal propc:rty. 

(5) Release io whole or in part. auigu the whole or a 
part of. saUsfy io whole or in part. or euforoe by actiou. 
~in,. or otherwise, any mortgage. encumbrance. 
lieu, or other claim wJUcb eKlsIs, or is claimed to Wst. in 
fiIvor uf the principal with respect to any interesl in 
tangible peroouaI property. 

(6) Do any act of mamp"'",,1 or conscrvaIioo with 
respect to any interest in tangible penonal propc:rty 
0WIIIld or claimed to be owued by the principal, incIudiDi 
by _y of m-aaa, but not d IeIIricIiou, the power to 
do the foIIowiq: 

(A) Inaure apiust any cuuaIty. JIabiIity. or laos. 
(B) Obtain or ,..m ~ of. or protect the 

ioterest io the propc:rty. by acIiou. pro -'iOl. or other· 
wise. 

(C) Pay, comp!omDe, or OODteIt taus or .".ments, 
IDCI apply for reIImdt io corm ........ therewith. 

(D) Hire aaistanoe or 1Ibor. 
(E) Move from p1aee to pIaoe. IItore for hire or on a 

antuitous bailment, use. alter, or tmke repaIra or 
alterations uf, the property. 

(7) DemIDCl, receive, and obIaiD by acIiou. proc:eod
Ina. or otherwise, auy IIIOIIef or other tbius of Yaiue to 
which the principal is, may become, or may claim to be 
0II1it1od aa the proceedI d an interest in I8DIibIe peroouaI 
jHlIpiO'tJ or of ODe or more of the traIlUCIioua ...-. 
ed in Ibis aecdou; _ m-. diIbune, or utilize 
auytbius 10 noceived for ~ ""umerated in Ibis 
oecIion IDCI to nImbutae the qIIII for auy apeudiIuM 
properly made in the _Il00 of the powell CDDferrecI 
on the agent by the IIatUIory short form power of 
Ittame)'. 

(I) As- IDCI coulrlCl, in any 1IIIIIIIOf. with any 
penou, IDCI on auy terms, wJUcb the ageut may oeIect, for 
the ICCOIlIpllsbmOllI of any d the ~ ""umerated 

io Ibis section; and perform. rescind. reform, release, or 
modify any such agreemenl or contract or any other 
similar agreem""t or oootract made by or on bebaIf uf the 
principal. 

(9) Execute, acknowledge, aeaI, and deliver any 000-

veyan"". revocation. declaration. or modification uf trust, 
mortgage, lease. uotice, cboclr.. or other instrument the 
agnt believes useful for the accomplisbmeul uf any uf 
the purpo'08 enumerated in this sectiou 

(10) Prosecute. defend. submil to arbitration. settle, or 
propo'O or accept a compromise with respect to, any 
claim exirtinJ in favor uf or againsl the principal baaed 
on or involvio, any tanPbIe peroouaI propc:rty transac· 
tion or intervene io any aetiou or proceediog relaliug to 
il. 

(II) Hire, discharge, and CODlpen88te 80y attorney. 
OCCOWltant, espert witn .... or other assistant, wbn the 
ageut believes it necessary or desiIable for the proper 
wocution uf 80y of the powers desenbed io this oecIion 
or for the koepioJ d ueeded records. 

(12) In geueral. 80d in addition to all the specific acts 
""umerated io this section, do 80y other act wbich the 
principal cao do through an agent with rapect to 80y 
ioterest io tangible peraonal propc:rty. 

(b) AU powers desenbed io this sectiou are eurcisabIe 
equally with respect to any ioterest in any tangible 
peroouaI property owned by the principal at the lime of 
the living of the power of attorney or tberafter acquired, 
whether Ioeated in this Slate or elsewhere. (Added by 
$1111&1984. c. ~ I I.) 

Fonw I 1461. ~ ill 1919. _ 11t1o 10. (lOlL 

t 246l. Alllbuibatlooo of .............. ad ........ ".,11 
In 1'_ 

(a) 10 a IIatUIory short form power of attoruey. the 
laoguage ooaferriq geueraI authority with respect to 
"bond. share, IDCI commodity tranaaelious" shall be 
construed to mean that the principal authorizes the agenl 
to do aU of the fo\lowing: 

(1) Accept aa a gift or as 80CUrity for • Iuan, reject. 
demond. buy. receive, or otherwise to acquire ownership 
or p"'mliou of, auy bond, share, or other ioatrumenl of 
similar cIwacter, commodity iD~ or any ioatrumout 
with respect to a c:ommodity, together with the iotereat, 
cIIvidmda, proc:eeds, or other distributions connected 
with it 

(2) Sell (mcludiog short saIea). exchange. transfer with 
or withoul • guuanty, ...... wrreuder. bypotbecate, 
pIedae, pant opIicma oouc:eming, Ioau. trIde in, or 
otherwise dispooo d ... y bond, share, or other instrumenl 
d similar cbaraeter. COIDIIIOdity in~ or any ioatru· 
meat with respect to a CODlmodity. 

(3) Create, modify, or revoke • trust c:oncemiDg 80y 
bond, share, or other instrumenl d IIimlIar cbaraeter. 
c:ommodity iotenst, or auy iustrumeDt with respect 10 • 
c:ommodity. 

(4) Release in whole or io part. aaIip the whole or • 
part of. satisfy io whole or in part. or euforoe by acIioo. 
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proceeding. or otherwise, any pledge, encumbrance, lien, 
or other claim as to any bond, share, or other iDStrument 
of similar character, commodity interest, or any interest 
with respect to a commodity, when the pledge, encum
brance, lien, or other claim is owned, or claimed to be 
owned, by the principal. 

(S) Do any act of mona_ent or conservation with 
......,..,t to lII1y bond, share, or other instrument of similar 
character,romoomtyin~oranyinstrumentMfu 
respect to a commodity, owned or c1aimed to be owned 
by the principal or in which the principal has or claims to 
have an interest, ioc1uding by way of illustration, but not 
of restriction, the power to do tbe foHoMog: 

(A) Insure agaiDSt any casualty, liability, or loss. 

(B) Obtain or regain pom'ron of, or protect the 
interest in it by action, ~ing. or otherwise. 

(C) Pay, compromise, or contest taxes or enessments, 
and apply for munds in connection therewith. 

(0) Consent to and participate in III1Y renrganiza'ion, 
recapitalization, liqujda.tion, merger, oonaolidation, sale, 
or loaao, or other chango in or revival of a oorporation or 
other association, or in the financial structure of any 
oorporation or other association, or in the priorities, 
voting righta, or other special righta Mfu respect to it 

(E) Become a depositor Mth any proteotive, reorgani. 
zation, or similar committee of the bond, share, or other 
instrument of similar character, romoomty interest, or 
any instrument Mth ......,..,t to a commodity. 

(F) Make III1Y paymonta reasonably incident to sub
paragrapha (A) to (E), inclusive. 

(0) Exercise or soli any option, conversion, or similar 
right 

(H) Vote in penon or by the granting of a proxy, with 
or Mfuont the power of subltitution, either discretionary, 
general, or otherwise, for the accomplishment of any of 
the purpoaoa oolllDOnted in this IIOCtion. 

(6) Carry in the IUIJDO of a nominee selected by the 
agent any ovidenoo of the ownership of any bond, share, 
or other inatrumont of similar character, romoomty 
~ or inatrumont with respect to a romoomty. 

(7) Employ, in any way believed doainobIe by the 
agent, any bond, share, or other inatrumont of similar 
character, commodity in~ or any inatrumont with 
respect to a commodity, in which the principal has or 
claims to have any in~ for the protection or 
continued operation of any speculative or margin trana
action personally begun or personally guarant-t, in 
whole or in part, by the principal. 

(8) Demand, receive, and obtain by action, proc:eaI. 
ing. or otherwise, any money or other thing of value to 
which the principal is, may become, or may claim to be 
entitled as the proceeda of III1Y interest in a bood, share, 
or other instrument of similar character, commodity 
in~ or any instrument Mfu ......,..,t to a commodity 
or of one or more of the tnIDMotions enumerstecl in this 
seetion; conserve, invest, disburse, or utilize anything 00 
received for PU1"]>DSOI ooumerated in this seetion and to 

reimburse the agent for any expenditures properly IIIIde 
in the execution of the powers oonferred on the agent by 
the statutory short form power of attorney. 

(9) Agree and contract, in any manner, with any 
broker or other perIOD, and on any terms, which the 
agent may select, for the accomplishment of any of the 
pU1"]>DSOl enlllDOnted in this section; and perform, 
rescind, reform, reloaao, or modify any such agreement or 
contract or any other similar agreement IIIIde by or em 
behalf of the principal. 

(10) Execute, acknowledge, seal, and deliver any coa
sent, authorization, assignment, revocation, dec1aratioa, 
or modification of trust, notice, waiver of DOIice, check, 
or other instrument the agent believes useful for the 
sccomp1iahment of any of the PU1"]>DSOI ooumera1ie4 in 
this seetion. 

(11) Execute, adnowledge, and file any report or 
certificate required by law or governmental replotion 

(12) Prosecute, defend, submit to arbitration, settle,.or 
propose or accept • compromise Mth respect to, any 
claim existing in favor of or apinst the principal baaed 
on or involving any bond, share, or commodity _ 
tion or intervene in any action or proceeding relating to 
it. 

(13) Hire, discharge, and compensate any attorDeJ. 
acconntant, expert MtDess, or other assistant, wbeathe 
agent believes it neceasary or d<sirable for the proper 
execution of any of the powers described in this seetion 
or for the keeping of Deeded records. " .. 

(14) In general, and in addition to all the speci&_ 
enumerstecl in this seetion, do III1Y other act which the 
principal can do through an agent Mfu respect to any 
interest in any bond, share, or other insUument of simiIor 
character, commodity, or instrument Mth respect to • 
commodity. 

(b) All powe<S deacribed in this seetion are eun:iable 
equally Mfu respect to any interest in any bond, share, or 
other instrument of similar charaeter, commodity, or 
instrumODt Mth respect to a commodity, owned by the 
principal at the time of the giving of the power of 
attorney or thereafter ""'Iuired. whether 10cated in tIIio 
state or e1sewhere. (AJId«l by Statr.1984, c. 602, § 1.) 

F ...... f 1462. npooIed .. 1919, ... 11de 10. _ 

§ l463. AaIhorIaatIooo oIl1Da11dU IIIIIihdIoIo _ 
110M 

(a) In • statutory short form power of attorney, the 
language conferring general authority Mfu respect to 
"financial institution tranuctions" shall be CODJtrned to 
mean that the principal authorizes the agent to do all of 
the folloMog: 

(1) Continue, modify, and terminate any acconnt 
(including a deposit IICCOlIDI, security IICCOlIDI, certiIlcate 
of deposit, money market IICCOlIDI, margin IICCOUIII, 
common trust fund, mutual fund, treasury bill or -. 
and any other type of caah fuDd, caah equivalent, or 
security) or other financia1 &rnID&"'"ent made by or on 
behalf of the principaI before the creation of the aaeacY. 

... ------------------
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(2) Open either in the name of the agent alone, or in 
the name of the principal alone, or in both their names 
jointly, or otherwise, an acocuut of any type in any 
financia1 institutioo selected by the agent; and make any 
cootracts for the procuring of other servioes made 
available by any financial institution the ageet believes 
desirable. 

(3) Make, sign, and deliver checks or drafts for any 
purpose; and withdraw by check, order, or otherwise any 
funds or property of the principal deposited with, or left 
in the cuotody of, any financia1 institution, wherever 
located, either before or after the creation of the agency. 

(4) Prepore from time to time financia1 statements 
coocerning the 8SIOts and liabilities or income and 
expenses of the principal and deliver statements so 
prepared to any finaDcial institution or other person the 
agent believes is reaaooably entitled to them. 

(5) Receive statements, vouchers. notices, or other 
documento from any financia1 iDrtitutinn, and act with 
respect to them. 

(6) Enter, establioh, cJoae, maintain, and hove access 
to any safe depooit boo held ill the name of the principal 
alooe or jointly with another person, whether or not the 
institution renting the boo has its own form of power of 
attorney for tbooe purposes, and remove aU or any of the 
contenta of the boo. 

(7) Borrow money by overdraft or by promiasory note 
of the principal given for such period and alsncb iDterest 
raIe u the agenl aball oe\ect; give such -..rity out of the 
_ of the priDcipa1 as the agenl believes desirable or 
_ for the borrowins; pay, ....... , or extend the 
lillie of JIIIYIIlOIlI of any note so given or given by or on 
beIIIIf of the principal; and procure for the principal a 
looD from any financiaJ institution by 80y other pr0ce
dure made available by the financial institution. 

(8) Make, usign, endorse, diaoount, JIWODIee, and 
n.,.,a.te, for any and aU purposes, aU promiasory notes, 
biDa of excba.,.." checks, drafts, or other negotiable or 
mn""ll"'iobie paper of the principal or payable to the 
principal or to the onler of the principal; receive the cash 
or dber proceeds of any of tbooe tra_ctions: and 
ICOepI any bill of ,'change or draft drawn by any Penon 
upoo the priDcipa1 and pay it when due. 

(9) Receive for the principal and deal in and deal with 
any truat receipt, warehouIe receipt, or other aegotiable 
or -.otiab1e instrument ill which the priDcipa1 has 
or c1aimo to hove an intereoI. 

(\0) Apply for and receive 1ettero of credit or tnveJers 
checb from any financial institution selected by the 
.,.at. p.m,1IIch iDdemnity or other qreements in that 
....... lioD as the agent believes c1eoirab1e or _. 

(11) Caueat to an exteDsioa ill time of paymeat with 
respect to any commen:iaI paper or any financio! iDrtitu· 
tioo _ction in wbicb the principal has an intereat or 
by which the priDcipa1 iI or milht be afFected in any ... y. 

(11) Pay, comptomise, or contest taxes or .1. "ents, 
and apply for refunds ill connection therewith. 

Dh.3 
. (13) DemaJt.d. receive. and obtain by action. proceed
mg, or otherwue, any money or other thing of value to 
which the principal is, may become, or may claim to be 
entitled as the prooeeds of any financial tronsactimI 
cooducted by the priDcipa1. or by the agent ill tIIo 
execution of any of the powers clescnbed in this sec:tioD, 
or partly by the principal and partly by the agent 10 

actiDg; conserve, iIlvest. disburse, or utiJize anything 10 

rece1Ved for purposes eeumerated in this section and to 
reimburse the agent for any expenditures properly .... 
in the exeeution of the powen conferred 00 the agent by 
the statutory sbort form power of attorney. 

(14) Execute, acknowledge, seal. and deliver any iII
strument of any kind, in the name of the priDcipa1 ... 
otherwiae, wbicb the agent believes usefuJ for the ....,.,... 
p1iahment of any of the purposes enumerated ill tIIio 
section. 

(IS) Prosecute, defend, submit to arbitration, settle, 
and propose or aceept a compromiae with respect to, .Y 
claim existing in favor of or against the principal b-.I 
on or involving any financial institution transection or 
intervece ill any actioo or pm'_ling relating theMo. 

(16) Hire, diaeharge, and compenaate any aitonii)', 
accountant, expert witness, or other aasiatant, .. hen tIIo 
agent believes it necessary or desirable for the propor 
execution of any of the powers deacnbed ill this __ 
or for the keeping of needed reoords. 

(17) In general, and in addition to aU the apecific _ 
enumerated in this section, do any other act wbicb tIIo 
principal COlI do tbrouP an agent ill coonectioo with any 
financiaJ iDrtitutioD truiaction which does or miahI ill 
any way aII'ect the financiaJ or other intereats of * 
principal. 

(b) All powers clescnbed in this oection are ellen' t1 
eqnaUy with respect to any finam.] tranoactioo ........ 
ill by the priDcipa1 at the time of the pviDg of the pcl'II'W 
of attorDey or thenofter engaged in, whether cond ..... 
ill this state or ..... here. 

(c) For the purposes of this section, ''finoncia] instita
tion" means any orpnizatioo authorized to do ~ 
UDder state or I'ederel lows relating to financial instIIoo
!inns, incb.tin.. without limitation, bub and _ 
compsni.., uvinp banks, commen:ial banks, builclitII 
and looD IIIOCiatioos. _viDgs and loan compIIIies ... 
uocvjation .. credit uniom, and iDdustrial looD com,a
Dies. (.4dtkd by S/tu;r.1984. c. 602. § 1.) 

I 2464. AItthorIaIIooo of ~ opentIIIa _ 
tIoa 

(a) In a statutory sbort form power of attorney, tIIo 
language cooferrin& pneral anthority with respect to 
~ operating tnn'w:tjona" aball be construed to 
mean that the priDcipa1anthorizes the agent to do .. of 
the followina:: 

(1) To the extent that an agent is permitted by In 
thuo to act for a priDcipa1: 

(A) Diocharge and perform any duty or liability ad 
also exen:ioe any right, power, privilege, or optioa wWall 
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the principal has or claims to have under any contract of 
partnership whether the principal is a geoera~ special. or 
limited partner. 

(B) Enforce the terms of any partnership agreement 
for the protection of the princi~ by action. proceeding. 
or otherwise, as the ageet believes desirable or necessary. 

(C) Defend, submit to arbitration, settle, or compro
miae any action or other legal proceeding to whicb the 
principal is a party becauae of membership in the 
partnership. 

(2) Exercise in person or by proxy or enforce by 
action. proceeding. or otherwise. any right, power. privi-
1ege, or option whicb the principal has as the holder of 
any bood, share, or other inxtrument of similar character. 
and defend, submit to arbitration, settle, or compromise 
any action or other legal proceeding to which the 
principal is a party because of that bond. sbare, or other 
instrument of similar character. 

(3) With respect to any business whicb is owned solely 
by tbe princi~ do aU of the following: 

(A) Continue. modify. renegotiate. extend. and termi
nate any contractual arrangements made with any per
aon, finn. asaociation, or corporation by or on behalf of 
the principal with respect to the business before the 
creation of the ageocy. 

(B) Determine the policy of the business as to (i) the 
location of the site or sitea to be utilized for its operation, 
(u) the nature and extent of the business to be under
taken, (iii) the methods of manufacturing, selling. mer
chandising. financing, account:inJ, and advertising to be 
employed in its operation. (iv) the amannt and types of 
insurance to be carried. (v) the mode of securing, 
compenasting. and dealing with acoountants. attorneys, 
and other agents and employees required for its opera
tion; agree and contract, in any manner. with any 
person, and on any terms. which the agent believes 
desirable or necessary for effectuating these decisions of 
the agent as to policy; and perform. rescind, reform, 
release, or modify any auch agreement or contract or any 
other similar agreement or contract made by or on behalf 
of the principal 

(C) Change the name or form of organization under 
which the business is operated. and enter into such 
partnership agreement with other peraons or organize 
such corporation to take over the operation of the 
business, or any part thereof. as the agent believes 
desirable or necessary. 

(D) Demand and receive aU moneys which are or may 
become due to the principal. or which may be claimed by 
the principal or on behalf of the princi~ in the 
operation of the business; control and disburse the funds 
in the operation of the business in any way which the 
agent believes desirable or necessary; and engage in any 
financial institution transactions (as descnbed in Section 
2463) the ageet believes desirable or necessary for 
effectuating the execution of any of the powers of the 
agent described in this subdivision. 

(4) Put additional capital into any business in whicll 
the principal has an interest; join in any plan at 
reorganization, consolidation. or merger of that busineu; 
sell or liqnidate the business at auch time and upon such 
term. as the agent believes desirable; and represent the 
principal in establishing the value of any busiDess under 
any buy-out agreement to which the principal is a party. 

(S) Prepare, .ian. file. and deliver aU reports, c0mpila
tions of information. returns, or other papers with respect 
to any business operations of the principal. which are 
required by any governmental ageocy, department, or 
instrumentality or which the ageet believes desirable or 
necessary for any purpose, and make any payments with 
respect to them. 

(6) Pay, compromise, or conteat taxes or assesamentl 
and do any act the agent believes desirable or necessary 
to protect the principal from illegal or uonee "y 
taxation, fines, penalties, or asaesaments in COJlIlOCIioa 
with business operations of the princi~ including the 
power to attempt to recover. in any manner permitted by 
law, sums paid before or after the creation of the ageocy 
as taxes, fines, penalties, or asaesaments. 

(7) Demand, receive, and obtain by action, pr0ceed
ing. or otherwise. any money or other thing of valne to 
which the principal is. may become, or may claim to be 
entitled as the proceeda of any busiDess operation of the 
principal; conaerve, invest, dishurae, or utilize an)/thinl 
so received for purposes ennmerated in this aection and 
to reimburse the agent for any expenditures properly 
made in the execntion of the powers conferred on the 
agent by the statutory short form power of attorney. 

(8) Execute, ackDowledge, seal, and deliver any deed, 
aasignment, mortgage, lease, notice, consent, agreement, 
authorization, check. or other inxtrnment which the 
agent believes uaeful for the accomp1iahment of any at 
the purposes ennmerated in this section. 

(9) Prosecute, defend. submit to arbitration. scttIe, and 
propoae or accept a compromise with respect to. any 
claim existing in favor of or againxt the principal baaed 
on or involving any business operation or intervene iD 
any action or proceeding relating thereto. 

(10) Hire, discharge. and compenaste any attorney. 
accountant, capert witness, or other asaistant, when the 
agent believes it necessary or desirable for the proper 
execution of any of the powers deacribed in this aection 
or for the keeping of needed recorda 

(11) In geoeral. and in addition to aU the specific acta 
eDumerated in this section, do any other act in connec
tion with any buainess operated by tbe princi~ which 
the principal can do through an ageet. that the agent 
believes desirable or necessary for the furtherance or 
protection of the interests of the principal 

(b) All powers descnbed in this section are exercisable 
equaUy with respect to any business in which the 
principal is interested at the time of the creation of the 
ageocy or in which the principal thereafter becomes 
interested. wberber operated in this state or elsewhere. 
(Added by Stats.I984. c. (j()2. § 1.) 
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§ l465. Audlorlzalloa of Iauraace traaactlOIIS 
(a) In a lllatutory short form power of attorney, the 

JaD&uage conferring general authority with respect to 
''insurance uansactioos" sbaII be coostrued to mean that 
the principal authorizes tbe agent to do all of the 
following: 

(\) Cootinue, pay the premium or ...... ment on, 
modify, racind, re1ease, or terminate any contract of life, 
accident, health, disability, or liability insurance, or any 
combination of that insurance, procured by or on bebalf 
of the priDcipal before the creation of the agency which 
iIIIures either the principal or any other penon, without 
...... to wbether the principal is or is not a beneticiary 
of it. 

(2) Procure new, different, or additional contracts of 
insurance on th. Iif. of the principal or on the life of 
anyone in whom the principal baa an insurable interest or 
for proIeCting th. principal with respect to ill-health, 
disability, accident, or liability of any oort; sclect th. 
amnnnt, the type of insurance contract, and the mode of 
paymcnt under each policy; pay th. premium or ...... -
ment on, modify, rescind, reJ-. or terminate, any 
contract 10 pnlCII1"eCI by the 1lJCDt; and designate the 
beneticiary of any of tbooc contracts of insurance, except 
that the agent himself or berscJf sbaII not be the 
beneficiary UDIca the agent is a spouse, child, grandchild, 
porcot, brother, or sister of the principal. 

(3) Apply for and receive any avaiJable loan on the 
occurity of the contract of insurance, whether for the 
pIYIIlCIlt of a premium or for the procurins of cash, or 
oarrcnder and receive the cash 81IITCIIdcr value of it, or 
esen:isc any eJcctioa .. to beneficiary or mode of 
payment, or change the III8IIIlcr of payina premium&, or 
change or convert the type of insurance contract, with 
respect to any contract ofJife, accident, beaItb, disability, 
or liability insurance .. to which the priDcipa1 bas, or 
claims to have, any ODe or more of the powera dc&cribed 
ill this section; and change the beneficiary of any of tbooc 
ccmtncI8 of insurance or of annuity contracts in which 
the principal baa an inteRst, except that the agent 
himscJf or bencIf ahaII not be the new beneficiary 1III1cas 
the agent is • spouse, child, grandchild, porcot, brother, 
or sister of the priDcipa1. 

(4) Demand, receive, and obtain by action, procem
iD& or othenrise, any money, dividend, or other tbinJ: of 
value to wbich the principal is, may become, or may 
cIIim to be entitled as the proccccIs of any contract of 
insurance or any tn_ct!cm enumerated in this section; 
-..e. inv<st, diabune, or utilize 8II)'IbiJII80 received 
for purpoaes enumerated ill this ooctioa and to reimbunc 
the agent for any upcnditurcs properly made in the 
eucution of the powera conferred on the agent by the 
_tory short form power of attorney. 

(5) Apply for and procure any avaiJablc govcmmcntaJ 
aid in the paraotecing or payiq of premiUDll of any 
_ of iDslll1lllCC on the life of the prinoipa1. 

(6) ScII, auip, bypothccate, borrow upon, or pIedae 
the interest of the principa1 in any contract of insurance. 

(7) Pay from those proceeds or otherwise, compro
mise, contest, or apply for refunds in cotUICCtion with, 
any tax or assessment levied by a taxing authority with 
respect to any contract of insurance or the proceeds 
thercoC or liability accruing by reason of the tax or 
assessment. 

(8) Agree and contract, in any manner, with any 
perIOD, and on any terms, which the agent may scJcct, for 
th. accompJisbment of any of the purpooes enumerated 
in tbis section; and perform, rescind, reform, reJcaae, or 
modify any of those agreements or contracts. 

(9) Execute, acJmowJcdgc, seal, and deliver any con
sent, demand, request, app1ication, __ t, indemni
ty, autborizatinn, assignment, pledge, notice, check, 
receipt, waiver, or other instrument the agent be1ieveI 
uaefuI for the accomplishment of any of the ~ 
enumerated in tbis ooction. 

(10) Continue, procure, pay the premium or assess
ment on, modify, rescind, re1ease, terminate, or otherwiac 
deal with any contract of insurance, other than those 
enumerated in paragraph (I) or (2), whether fiR, marine, 
burglary, COIIIJW""'Iion, disability, liability, burricane, 
earthquake, casuaJty, or other type, or any combinatioll 
of insurance; and do any act with respect to any of tbooc 
contracts or with respect to their proceeds or cnfon:e. 
ment which the agent belicves desirable or ncccsavy for 
the promotion or protection of the interests of the 
principal. 

(11) Prooecute, defend, submit to arbitration, acttIe, 
adjust, and propoac or occcpI a compromise, with rapect 
to any cIIim existing in favor of or apinst the priDoipaI 
baaed on or involving any insurance tranaactinn or 
intervene in any act!cm or proceeding reJating thereto. 

(12) Hire, discharge, and compenaate any attorney. 
a<:COlIIIIant, expert witoess, or other .aistant, when the 
agent belicves it ncccsavy or desirable for the proper 
execution of any of the powera dc&cribed in this section 
or for the kccp:ing of nccdcd records. 

(13) In general, and in addition to all the spcciIic acta 
enumerated in this ooction, do any other act which the 
priDcipal can do tbrouih an agent in IlODIICCIion witIo 
procuring, supervising. man',;na, modifYing, enforcina. 
and terminating contracts of iDsurance in which the 
priDcipal is the insured or is otherwise interested. 

(b) All powera dc&cribed in this ooctioa are excn:isabIe 
with respect to any contract of iDsurance in which the 
principal is in any way interested, whether made in tbio 
state or cI&cwberc. (Adtkti by Stm..1984, c. 602, § I.) 

§ 2466, AMboriIaIIoII of .. 1iI .,1It ...... Ir t'ON 

(a) In a ~ abort rorm power of attorney, the 
JaD&uage "oofening general authority with respect 10 
"n:liremcnt plan transactious" sbaII be ccmstrucd 10 
mean that the principal antborizes the agent to do all II 
the following: 

(1) Select various payment options under any ret:iJe.. 
ment plan in which the priDoipaI porticipates, incJudin. 
plans for seIf-employcd indi¥idua1a, except that the qtDI 

I 
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bimaeIf or heneIC sbalJ not be the beneficiary unleu the 
_t is a spouse, child. grandchild. parent, brother. or 
sister of the priDcipal. 

(2) Mak. beneficiary designations under those pIam 
and change any exiatina beneficiary desipalioDa, except 
that the agent bimaeIf or beneIf sbalJ not be the 
beneficiary unleu the _t is a spouse. child, grandchild. 
parent, brother. or sister of the principal. 

(3) Make voluntary oootnbutions to those plans. 
(4) Make .. ro1lov.,.. .. of plan benefits into other retire

ment plans. 

(5) Borrow from those pIam if authorized by the plan. 
and sell asaeta to or purchase asaets from the plan if 
authorized by the plan. 

(6) In general, and in addition to all the .pecific acts 
enumerated in this section, do any other act which the 
principal caD do through an agent with respect to 
retirement plans in which the principal is interested. 

(b) AU ~ descn'bed in this section are exercisable 
with respect to any retirement plan in which the principal 
is in any way interested, whether the plan is in this ._ 
or ~ (Added by Slats.l984. Co 602, § 1.) 

l'armor I 2466, ...,.... m 1970, ... TltIe 10, pool. 

§ 2467. AatIIorIzatIon of _ tnmsactIoDa 

(a) In a statutory short form power of attorney. the 
language conferring general authority with respect to 
.... tate transactions" sbalJ be CODStrued to mean that the 
principal authorizes the agent to do aU of the following: 

(I) To the 9lent that an agent is permitted by law 
thus to act for a principal. apply for and procure, in the 
"""'" of tbe principal. Ietten of administration, letters 
t .... m .. tary. Ietten of trusteeship. or any other type of 
authority. either judicial or adminiItrative, and act as a 
fiduciary of any sort. 

(2) To the 9lent that an agent is permitted by law 
tbus to act for a principal, represent and act for the 
principal in all ways and ill all matters affecting any 
estate of a decedent, ab8entee, minor. or incompetent, or 

. any trust or other fund, out of which the principal is 
entitled, or claims to be entitled, to some share or 
payment or with respect to which the principal is • 
fiduciary. 

(3) Accept. reject, receive, receipt for. sell. assign, 
reIeaae, disclaim renounce, pledge, exchange, or CODSeIIt 
to a reduction ill or modification of, any share in or 
payment from any estate, trust, or other fund, with or 
without CDIISideration. 

(4) Demand and obtain by actiDn, P""""'ding. or 
otherwise, any moaey or other IbiDg of value to which 
tbe priDcipal is, may become. or may claim to be .. titled 
by reason of the death _ or intes_ of any penoo 
or of any testamentary dispositioo or of any trust or by 
reason of the administration of the estate of. decedent or 
absentee or of the guardianship of a minor or the 
ronservatonbip of an incompeteDt or tbe administration 
of any trust or otber fund; initiate. participate in. or 

oppoae any ~in .. judicial or otherwise, for the 
asc:ertainmeot of the meaning. validity. or effect of ...,. 
deed, will, declaration of trust. or other transactioa 
aifectioS in any way the interest of the principal; iDitiate, 
participate in. or oppoae any ~iDg. judicial ... 
otherwise. for the removal, substitution, or surcharge of. 
fiduciary; and cooserve, invest, disburse, or IIIiIbo 
anythiDg so received for purpooes enumerated in thiI 
section and to reimburse the agent for any ex~ 
properly mad. ill the execmtion of the ~ coufentd 
DO the agent by the statutory short form power fA 
attorney. 

(5) Establish any trust with the asaets of the principal 
for the benefit of the principal and the spouse and 
descendants of the principal. or any 00' or more of them, 
upon such terms as the agent determines are oecesasry ... 
proper; transfer any asset in which the principal has .. 
interest to any such trust or to any trust that the 
principal has created; and exercise in ",bole or ill part, 
release, or let lapse any power the principal may haft 
under any trust whether or not created by the principal, 
iDcluding any power of appointment. revocatiou, ... 
withdrawal, but • trust created by the principal may cmIJ 
be modified or revoked by the agent as provided ill the 
trust instrument. 

(6) Purchase for the principal UDited States treasuIJ 
boods redeemable at par value ill payment of fedeal 
.. _ tasea; borrow money from any soun:e for that 
purpose; make, execute, endorse, and deliver promiIooIJ 
DOtes, bills of exchange. drafts. agreements, or t:Ithe< 
obIigatious for those bonds, and as security for them 
pledge, mortgage. and assign any stock, houda. sec:uritiea, 
inaurance values, or other properties. real or perscmaJ, ia 
which the priDcipal may have aD iDterest; and arraqo 
for the safekeepiDJ and cuatody of any of those treasuIJ 
bonds. 

(7) Prepare, sign, file, and deliver all reports, c0mpila
tions of information, returns, or papers with respect 10 
any iIlterest had or claimed by or on bebaIf of the 
principal in any estate, trust, or other fimd; and pay. 
compromise, or contest, and apply for reI\mds ill COIUlOI> 

tioo with any tu or on 'Mot with respect to (A) ...,. 
interest had or claimed by or 00 bebaIf of the principal ia 
any estate, trust, or other fund or by reason of the death 
of any person or (B) any property in which that interest io 
had or claimed. 

(8) Agree and contract, in any manner, with any 
person, and on any terms, .. hicb the agent may select, f ... 
the accomplishment of the purpooes enumerated in thiI 
sectioo; and perform. reacind, reform, release, or ~ 
any such agreement or contract or any t:Ithe< similar _t or coutract made by or 00 bebaIf of the 
principal. 

(9) Execute, acknowledge. verify. seal, file, and deliV1lf 
any conse:n~ designation, pleading, DOUce. demand, eJec
tion, conyeyance, reJeae. disclaimer, assignment, check. 
pledge. waiver, admjtsioo of service, notice of appear
ance, or other instrument the agent believes useful for the 
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ICCOIIlplishment of my of the purposes enumerated in 
this section. 

(10) Submit to arbitration, oettJe, and propose or 
accept a compromise with respect to, any controversy or 
claim which oft'ecIII the estate of a decedent, absODtee, 
minor. or incompetent, or the administration of a trust or 
other fund, in whicb the principal bas or claims to have 
an interes~ and do any act which the agent believes 
desirable or neceosary in effectuating the compromise. 

(1\) Hire, discharge, and compensate any attorney. 
BCOOUDtant, expert wilnels, or other assistant, when the 
agent beIievea it necessary or desirable for the proper 
execution of any of the ~ described in this section 
or for the keeping of needecl records. 

(\2) III pIIOI'8l, and in addition to all the specific acts 
enumerated in this oection, do any other act wlUch the 
principal can do through an agent with respect to the 
estate of a decedent, absODtee, minor, or incompetent, or 
the administration of a trnst or other fund. in any one of 
wlUch the principol bas or claims to have an interest or 
with respect to wlUch the principal is a fiduciary. 

(b) All powers deacn'bed in this section ore exercisable 
equa1Iy with respect to any estate of a decedent, absODtee, 
ntinor. or incompetent, or the administration of any trnst 
or other fund, in which the principa1 is interested at the 
time of the giving of the power of attorney or may 
thereafter become interested, wbother located in ~ state 
or el&ewbere. (Addt!d by StlJI&I984, '" 602, § 1. 
.4nwrdt!d by StlJI&I986, c. 1/20, § 10; StlJI&19/J1J, c. 113, 
§ 6.) 

_ f :1467. repeoJod in 1970, ... 1ItIe 10, ...... 

f l46I. AIItIaiztdIoIl of .... IIIId IltIpdmt 

<a) III a statutory abort form power of attorney. the 
lanpap coaferring general anthority with respect to 
~cIaims and litiption" sbaU be constrned to mean that 
the principal authorizes the agent to do all of the 
following: 

<\) ..u-t and prooecute before any conrt, 1IIIministra
tive board, department, rommjujoner, or other tribunal. 
any cauae of action, claim, conntercIaim. CI'OIHOIII

plaint, ofJ8et, or deIenae, which the principal bas, or 
claims to have, against any individual, part:nenbip, 
aaaociation, corporation, govenunent, or other penon or 
inItrumentaIity. iDcluding by way of iJI1111ration, and not 
of resIriction, the power tAl _ for the recovery of RIll 
property or of any other thing of va1ue, for the recovery 
of damoges a_inod by the principal in aay manner, ror 
the e1jmjnatinn or mnc!jficetion of to liability, for an 
iIIjunctioo, for specific performance, or ror any other 
mlie:I'. 

(2) Bring an action of interpJeoder or other actioo to 
cIelermine ad ...... claims; intervene or interplead in any 
action or J>l""=-'ing; and act in any IitipIioa as amicus 
curiM. 

(3) In COIIIIOCIion with aay action or JII'O"M'ing or 
..... lioveny. at law or otherwise, apply for and, if 
pOllible, procure a libel, an attocbmml, a garnishment, 

01 •• J 
or other preliminary. provisiooaJ, or intermediate reIitof. 
and resort to and utilize in all ways permitted by law aay 
avaiJable procedure for the effectuation. enforcement, or 
satisfaction of the judgment, order. or de=e obtained. 

(4) In connection with any actioo or J>l""=-'iD£ 
perform any act that the principol miJht perfona. 
including by way of illustration, but not of restrictioa. 
acoeptance of tender. offer of jndgment, admjasjon of 
facts, suhmjosiM of any controversy on an a,reed 
statement of facts. consent to examination before IriIII; 
and generally bind the principol in the conduct of my 
litiption or controversy as seems desirable to the agent. 

(S) Submit to arbitration, oettJe, and propose or accept 
a compromiIe with respect to. my claim emtin& in favor 
of or against the principa1, or any litiption to which • 
principal is, may become, or may be designot"" a party. 

(6) Waive the issuance and ..moe of a ."m_ 
citation, or other process upon the principal; accept 
service of process; appear for the principal; design'" 
penons upon whom process directecI to the principal may 
be oerved; execute and tile or deliver stipulations on !be 
principal'. behalf; verify pJeodinp; appeal to appoU.le 
tribunals; procure and give surety and indemnity boadt 
at such times and to such extent as the agent belina 
desiJ1IbIe or necessary; contract and pay for the prepara
tion and printing of records and briefs; and RCOift, 
execute, and tile or deliver my consent. waiver. rei-. 
confeosian of judgment, aatiafactjm of judgment, notice, 
....=-rt. or other instrument which the agent belina 
desirable or necessary in con","""",, with the pi' .... 
tion, MtIoment, or defenae of my claim by or against !be 
principol or of my litiption to wlUch the principol iI, 
may become, or may be designated a party. 

(7) Appear for. repreoent, and act for the princiJIII 
with respect to bankruptcy or insoJvency prormti .... 
whether voluntary or invoinntary, whether of the pri8oI
pal or of 1I0IIIO other penon, or with respect to l1li)' 

norpnization J>l""=-'ing, or with respect to my ..... 
mont for !be benefit of crediton, receivenbip, or IIIIPIi
lion for the oppninlment of a receiver or t:nIIIee, wlUch ill 
any .. ay affecta any inteRat of the principal in my RIll or 
personal property. bond, aIwe, cwnmodity interlll, 
chose in action, or other IhinJ of Vlliue. 

(8) Hire, discbarp, and compeuaate any attnrDIJ. 
1ICCOUIItant, expert wilDOlS, or other assistant, when !be 
agent beIievea it neceosary or desirable for the pcapor 
executionofaayofthe~~~in~ __ 

(9) Pay. from funds in the """"'. control or for 1M 
IICCOUIIt of the principal, any judpwU against 1M 
principal or any 80IIIement which may be made .. 
,xwmectjm with aay tran.actioo 0IIIIIDeI1Ited in dill 
-uoa; receive and conaemo moaeya or other tbinp of 
VIIi... paid in oettJement of or as J>I""=-'a of l1li)' 
tran·acMn ... umerated in ~ section; and RCOiw, 
eodone, and depooit checks. 

(\0) III pIIOI'8l, and in addition to all the apecific ... 
... umerated in ~ oection, do any other act which 1M 
principal can do throuJh an agent in coanection with l1li)' 

! 
f 
I 
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cJaim by or againlt tbe principal or with litigation to 
... bich the principal is, may become, or may be designated 
a party. 

(b) All powers described in this sectiou are exercisable 
equally witb respect to any cJaim or litigation wiling at 
the time or tbe giving or tbe power or attorney or 
thereafter arising. whether arising in this state or e~ 
where. (Added by Stat>.I984, c. 602, § I.J 

Former f 2461. repealed in 1970, set Title 10. post. 

§:1469. AatIoorlzotIon rapeetboa to: matters 

In a statutory sbort form power or attorney, Ibe 
language conferring. general authority wilb respect to 
"tax matten" sball be construed to mean tbat the 
principal autborius the agent to do all of Ibe following: 

(a) Prepare, sign, and file federal, state, local, and 
foreign income, gift, or other tu returns or all kinds, 
FICA returns, payroll tu return.. cJaima for refunds, 
requests for oxtensioD or time, petitioDs to the tax court 
or other courta regarding tax matters, and any other tax 
related documeuts, incIlXIins without limitation receipts, 
ofI'ers, waivers, conaents (including, but not limited to, 
conaents and agreements under Internal Revenue Code 
S<dion 2032A 1 or any SUCC<llOl' sectiou), closing agree. 
ments, and any power or attorney form required by tbe 
Intemal Revenue Service, the California Francbise Tax 
Board, or any other laxing authority with respect to any 
tu year between the year or the giving or lb. power or 
attorney and the year ending 25 years thereafter. 

(b) Pay taxes due, collect refunds, pool honda, receive 
confidential information, and conlell <leficieociea deter· 
mined by the Internal Revenue Service, the California 
Francbise Tax Board, or other laxing authority. 

(c) Exercise any electiona the principal may have 
under federal, state, local, or foreign tu Ja .... 

(d) In geueraI, and in addition to all the Ipecific acts 
enumerated in this sectinu, do any other act, whicb the 
principal can do through an agent, to represent the 
principal in all tax matten and procwdinga or all ldnda 

. and for all periods before all ofticers or the Internal 
Revenue Service, the California Francbiae Tax Board, 
and any other laxing authority, whether in this state or 
elsewhere. (Added by Stattl984, c. 602, § I.) 

I 26 U.s.c. .... I 2032A 

F ...... I 246'J, rq>eoIocI m 1970, ... Title 10, poI1. 

§t :1469.1 to :1469.3. Repaled 

POI'II 2469.1 to 2469.3, repealed in 1970, see 
nIle 10. post. 

§ 2470. ADIborIzatIoa ~ penonaI relation· 
ahIpo ad aIraln 

(a) In a statutory short form power or attorney, the 
Janguage cooferring general autbority wilb respect to 
"personal reJationobips and affairs" sbaIl be construed to 
mean that the principal autborizeo the agent to do all or 
the following: 

(1) Do all acts necessary for maintaining the cust0m
ary Itandard or living or the spouse and chiIdrea and 
other dependents or the principal, including by way of 
illustration, but not or restriction, the power to do the 
following: 

(A) Provide living quarters (i) by purchaae, Ieaae, or 
other contract or (ii) by payment of the operating coots, 
including interest, amortization payments, insurance, 
repairs, and tueI, or premises owned by tbe principal 
and occupied by the family or dependents of Ibe princi. 
pal. 

(B) Provide normal domestic belp for the operation or 
tbe bousebold. 

(C) Provide usual vacations and uauaI travelespeoses. 
(0) Provide for education, incIlXIins education at 

vocational and trade achooIs, training in music, SI8ge, 
bandicrafts, artI, and oports, special training provided at 
institutions for the mentally or pbysically handicapped, 
undergraduate and graduate ltudy in any field at public 
or private universities, colleges, or other institotioDs of 
higher Ieaming, and, in providing for tbat education, pay 
for tuition, books, and iMidenlJd charges made by the 
educatioDal institutiono, travel COltS to and from tbooe 
institutions, room and board, and a reasonable amount of 
spending money. 

(E) Provide funds for all the current living costs or the 
spouse, children, and other depeocIents or the principal. 
including. among other tbinga, shelter. cIothin& food, 
and incidentaJa. 

(2) Provide, whenever necessary, medical, dental, and 
psychiatric care, hospitoliution, and custodial care for 
tbe spouse, cbildren, and other dependents or the princi
pal. 

(3) Continue ... hatever provioioD bas been made by the 
principal, before or after !be aeation or the agency, for 
the spouse, children, and other depeocIents or the princi
pal, wilb respect to automobiles or other means or 
transportation, incIlXIins by way of iUustration, but DOl 
or restriction, Ibe power to Iicenae, insure, and repJace 
any automobiles owned by the principal and customarily 
uaed by the spouse, children, or other dependents of the 
principal. 

(4) Continue whatever charge acoounts have been 
operated by the principal, before or after the aeation of 
the agency, for the conveoienoe of the spouae, cbiIdren, 
or other dependents or the principal; open Ibose new 
charge accounts whicb the agent believes desirable for the 
accomplishment of any or the puIJIOfIeS enumerated iD 
tbi. aectioo; and pay the items charged on the aocountl 
by any person authorized or permitted by tbe principal, 
before the creation or the agency. to make charges. 

(5) Continue the discharge or any services or duties 
aasumed by the principal, before or after tbe creation or 
lb. agency, to any parent, relative, or friend or the 
principal 

(6) Supervise, eoforce, defend, or seItie any cJaim by 
or against the principal arising out of property damages 
or personal injuries suffered by or caused by the principal 
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or arising under such circumstances that the loss result
ing tbeief,om will or may faIl on the principal. 

(7) Continue payments incidental to the membership 
or affiliation of the principal in any church, club, society, 
order, or other organiD.tion and continue contnbutions 
to it 

(8) Make gifts, grants, or other transfers without 
consideration to or for the benefit of the spouse or 
deacendants of the principal or a charitable inatitution, or 
more than one or aU of them, either outright or in trust, 
including the forgiveneas of indebtedness and the comple
tion of any charitable p1edgea the principal may have 
made; consent to the splitting of gifts under Internal 
Reveoue Code Section 2'13,' or successor sections, if the 
spouse of the principal makes gifts to any one or more of 
the desceDdants of the principal or to a charitable 
institution; pay any gift tax that may arise by reason of 
thooe gifts; and loan any of the aaaets of the principal to 
the spouse or deacendants of the principal, or their 
persona1 rqn-esentatives or a trustee for their benefit, the 
loan bearing such interest, and 10 be secured or UDBe

cured, as the agent determines advisable. 

(9) Demand, receive, and obtain by action, proceed
ing, or otherwise, any money or other thing of value to 
which the principal is, may become, or may claim to be 
entitled as salary, wages, commission, or other remunera
tion for aervicea pmformed, or as a dividend or distribu
tion upon any stock, or as interest or principal upon any 
itv!ebtMneas, or as any periodic distnbution of profits 
from any partaersbip or business in which the principal 
bas or claints an interest, and endorse, collect, or 
otherwise realize upon any instrumeot for the payment 00 

received. 

(10) Prepare, execute, and file aU tax, oocial aecurity, 
IIIICIIIployment inaurance, and information returns re
quired by the la ... of the United States, any atate or 
IIUbdMsion thereof, or any foreip. governmeDt; prepare, 
execute, and file aU other papei8 and instrumeots which 
the agent believes desirable or necessary for the safe
suanJing of the principal againat ...... or illegal taxation 
or qojDIt prnollies impooed for claimed violation of any 
law or other governmental regulation; and pay, c:ompro
miae, or contest, or apply for refunds in connection with, 
any taxes or lIB=menU for which the priDcipal is or 
may be liab\e. 

(II) Utilize any aaaet of the principal for the perform
ance of the powers enumerated in this oection, including 
by _ of iUustratiaD, and not of restriction, the power to 
do aU of the following: 

(A) Draw money by check or otherwise from any 
deposit of the principal. 

(B) Sell my reo! or persona1 property, boad, abare, 
..... modity interest, chooe in action, or other aaaet of the 
principol. 

(C) Borrow money and plecIae as aecurity for the loan 
any aaset, including insuranoe, which belonp to the 
principal. 

(12) Execute, acknowledge, verify, seol, file, and deliv
er any application, consent, petition, notice, release, 
waiver, agreement, or other instrument the agent believes 
useful for the accomplishment of any of the purpooeo 
enumerated in this section. 

(13) Prosecnte, defend, submit to arbitration, aettle, 
and propose or accept a compromise with rapect to, any 
claim existing in favor of or against the principal based 
on or involving any tranaaction enumented in this 
section or intervene in any action or proceeding relatina: 
thereto. 

(14) Hire, discharge, and compensate any attorney, 
accountant, expert witness, or other assistant, wben the 
agent believes it necessary or desirable for the propei 
execution of any of the powers described in this sectioD 
or for the keeping of needed records. 

(15) In geuerol, and in addition to aU the specific acts 
enumerated in this oection, do any other act ",hich !be 
principal can do through an agent for the welfare of the 
spouse, children, or dependents of the principal or for the 
preservation and maintenance of the other persona1 
relationships of the principal to parents, relatives, f'riendI, 
and orpnjzations. 

(b) All powers described in this section are exerciasble 
equaUy whether the acts required for their executioa 
relate to reo! or peroonal property owned by the principal 
at the time of the giving of the power of attorney 01" 
thereafter acquired and whether the acts are performable 
in this state or elsewhere. (.4ddd by $_1984, c. 602. 
§ 1.) 

'26 U.S.CA. f 2513 

Former t 147D, ~ in 1970, ... TIt10 10, ,aot. 

f 2471. A1IIItorbadcm _Iini: loeaeIIto rro. ...... 
tory oenIIle 

(a) In a atatutory short form power of attorney, !be 
language conferring seneral authority with rapect to 
''benefits Iiom military service" abaII be construed to 
mean that the principal authorizes the agent to do aU of 
the foDowing: 

(I) &ecute vonchers in the DIme of the principal for 
allowances and reimbursements payable to the principal 
by the United States or by any atate or .ubdi ..... 
thereof, including by way of illustration, and not '" 
restriction, aU aUowances and reimbursements for Ira» 
portation of the principal and of the dependents of tile 
principal and for shipment of bouIeboId elrecta; .... 
receive, endorae, and collect the proceeds of any cbeot 
payable to the order of the principal drawn 011 ta 
treasurer or other fiacal officer or depoail8ry of ta 
United States or of any atate or IUbdivisiOD tbereaf. 

(2) Take pos .... ion and order the removal and ship
ment of any property of !be principal from any poll, 
warehouse, depot, dock, or other plaoe of storqe 01" 
safekeeping, govemmental or private; and _ .... 
deliver any release, voucher, receipt, bill of I8diDI. 
shipping ticket, certificate, or other inatrument!be ... 
believes deairable or necessary for that purpoae. 

-------~, 
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(3) Prepare. file, and prooecute the c1aim of the 
priDcipal to any benefit or assistance, fiDanciaI or other
wise, to which the principal is or c1aims to be enlitled 
UDder the provisions of any statute or rquIation existiq 
at the time of the creatioD of the agency or thereafter 
eDICIed by the UDited States or by any state or by any 
81Ibdivision thereof, or by any foreip government, which 
benefit or asaistance arises from or is based upon military 
service peri'ormed before or after the creation of the 
agency by the principal or by any person related by blood 
or by marriage to the principal; and execute any m:eipt 
or other iDatnunc:nt the 8JeDI believes desirable or 
necessary for eofon:ement or coI1ection of the c1aim. 

(4) Receive the fiDanciaI proceeds of any claim of the 
type described in this IOCIioD; CODSerYe, in--. disburse, 
or utilize an}'llliq so m:eived for purpooes enumerated 
in this section and to reimburse the agent for any 
expenditures properly made in the execution of the 
powers conferred 011 the agent by the statutory shan 
form power of attorney. 

(5) Prosecute, defend, submit to arbitration, aett1e, and 
propose or """"PI a compromise with respect to, any 
claim existing in favor of or qainsc the principal based 

. 011 or involving 1liiy beneIita from military service or 
intervene in 1liiy IICtion or P""-'jng relating to it. 

(6) Hire, diacharae. and comP"'""te any attorney, 
IICCOlIIIIIIIIt expert witnesa, or other llllistant, when the 
agent believes it necessary or desirable for the proper 
execution of any of the powers de.cribed in this oectioD. 

(7) In general, and in addition to oil the opecilic acto 
enumerated ill this aection, do any other act which the 
principal can do through an agent that the agent believes 
deoirabIe or necessary to ....... to the principal and to 
dependento of the priDcipal the muimum pouible benefit 
from the military service peri'ormed before or after the 
creation of the agency by the priDcipal or by any person 
related by blood or marriage to the principal. 

(b) All powers del.cibed ill this section are exercisable 
equaUy with respect to 1liiy bene6to from military service 
exisIing al the time of the PYiDI of the power of attomey 
or thereafter ac:cruing, whether accruina: in this atate or 
eIMwbere. (AdUd by SllJUI9U, "" 6Q2, I I.) 

_ f 2471, ~ Ia 1970, .. ntIe 10. pcoI. 

(a) In a llatutory shan form power of attorney, the 
lanpap conlerrinc general authority with respect to 
"RCORIs, reporII, and 1Ia_" sbaU be ocastrued to 
mean that the principalouthorizea the agent to do oil of 
the following: 

(I) Keep recordo of oil cuh received and disbuned for 
or ... _ of the priDcipaI, of oil credits and debito to 
the account of the principal, and of oil tranaICtionI 
oIfectiq ill 1liiy way the _ and IlabiIit1es of the 
principal. 

(2) Prepare. eucute, and IiJe oil tu, social ......... ty, 
IIJ>eIIIIIloymet iDrunnce, and information returns re-

quired by the laws of the United Stateo or any atate _. 
subdivision thereof or any foreign .... emmeat; ..... 
prepare, execute, and IiJe oil other papers and iIIIInIo 
ments the 8JeDI believes desirable or necesoary fix the 
safepanting of the principal apinat ........ or iIIepJ 
taxation or apillst pen,lnes ~ for claimed YioIa: 
lion of any law or other governmental regulatioa. 

(3) Prepare. execute, and IiJe any RlCOI"d, report, or 
statemenl the agent believes desirable or necesoary for the 
safeguarding or maintenance of the principal'. ~ 
with respect to price, rent, wage, or ratioDiDg coatroI or 
other .... emmental activity. 

(4) Hire, discbarge. and compensate any attomey, 
accountant, or other assistant, when the 8JeDI beIieoa it 
necessary or desirable for the proper execution cI any cI 
the powers des.ribed in this section. 

(5) In general, and in addition to oil the specific _ 
enumerated in this oection, do any other act which the 
principal can do through an agent in CODDeCtion with the 
preparation, execution, IiIing, storage, or other utilizatioa 
of any RCORIs, reporII, or statemento of or c:oncomina 
the principal'. aft"aira. 

(b) All powers descrihed in this section are ....... 
equaUy with respect to any recorda, reporII, ..... _ 
ments of or conceming the affairs of the JFIw ipII 
existing at the time of the giving of the power of attomey 
or thereofter arisins. whether in this atate or ~ 
(Mdtd by SUzl£l9U, c. 602. I 1.) . 
F~ f 2472. ropeoIod Ia 1949 .... TltIo 10. __ 

f 2473. AIdborIty wIdo noped to ....... -*lin; 8-
cJ-.. rtf heodIII .... ......... 

(a) &copt as pnnoicIed in subdivision (b). in • _ 
tory shan rorm power of attorney, the Iangaqe c0nfer.
ring general authority with respect to Holl other matlenN 

sbaU be construed to mean that the principal authorizea 
the agent to act as an a1ter ... of the priDcipal willi 
respect to any and oil pouible mallen and affain whlcll 
are not enumerated in Sections 1460 to 1472, iDcIuoiw, 
and which the principal can do through an ...... 

(b) A llatutory shan rorm power of attorney under 
this chapter does not autbarize the agenl to make haIdt 
care deciliono, as de6ned in Section 2430, for the 
principal. (Mdtd by SllJUI9U, c. 602, I I.) 
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This tentative recommendation proposes 

Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. 

the enactment of the 

This new uniform act 

would replace Civil Code Sections 2450-2473 (statutory short form power 

of attorney). This recommendation is made pursuant to 1980 Cal. Stat. 

res. ch. 37. 
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A durable power of attorney to cover all aspects of property 

mat ters may be a lengthy document. To avoid this, the new Uniform 

Statutory Form Power of Attorney Actl provides a short statutory form 

that gives the agent (attorney in fact) authority to act with respect 

to one or more of 13 categories of transactions or matters, such as 

"real property transactions" or "banking and other financial 

institution transactions.,,2 

The uniform act contains constructional sections that spell out in 

considerable detail the precise powers the agent has if granted one or 

more of the general categories of authority listed in the 13 categories 

in the form. 3 For example, if the agent is given authority with 

respect to "real property transactions" in the statutory form, the 

details of the authority granted as specified in a more than 350 word 

statutory statement. 4 

1. The new Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act (hereinafter 
referred to as "Uniform Act") was approved and recommended for 
enactment in all the states by the National Conference of Commissioners 
on Uniform State Laws in 1988. 

2. Uniform Act §l. The categories included in the Uniform Act are: 
(A) Real property transactions. 
(B) Tangible personal property transactions. 
(C) Stock and bond transactions. 
(D) Commodity and option transactions. 
(E) Banking and other financial institutions transactions. 
(F) Business operating transactions. 
(G) Insurance and annuity transactions. 
(H) Estate, trust, and other beneficiary transactions. 
(I) Claims and litigation. 
(J) Personal and family maintenance. 
(K) Benefits from social security, medicare, medicate, or other 

governmental programs, or military service. 
(L) Retirement plan transactions. 
(M) Tax matters. 
(N) ALL OF THE POWERS LISTED ABOVE. 

3. Uniform Act §§3-l6. See also Uniform Act §17 (after acquired 
property, property located outside state, exercise of power outside 
state, execution of power outside state). 

4. Uniform Act §4. 
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The uniform act forms contains a space for "special 

instructions." In this space, the principal can limit the powers that 

would otherwise be granted with respect to one or more of the 

categories of powers granted to the agent or can add additional powers 

that would not otherwise be granted to the agent by the form. 

California already has legislation substantially similar to the 

uniform act. Civil Code Sections 2450-2473 provide for a "Statutory 

Short Form Power of Attorney." The California statute adopts the same 

scheme as the uniform act--a statutory short form,6 together with 

constructional sections in the statute that spell out the authority 

granted by each of the general categories listed in the statutory 

form. 7 The California statutory form also includes a space for 

"Special Provisions and Limitations" where the principal can provide 

special provisions and limitations concerning the exercise of the 

powers granted. 8 

The uniform act closely follows the general categories in the 

California statutory form and the constructional provisions of the 

California statute. However, there are some significant differences 

between the existing California statute and the uniform act: 

(1) All the powers listed on the California statutory form are 

automatically granted to the agent unless the principal takes 

affirmative action to eliminate one or more powers by drawing a line 

through each power not to be granted. 9 By way of contrast, the 

uniform act requires an affirmative act by the principal in order to 

grant a power to the agent. The uniform act requires that the 

5. Uniform Act §l. 

6. Civil Code §2450. 

7. Civil Code §§2460-2473. 

8. Civil Code §2450. 

9. Civil Code §2450. The instructions on the form state: "Strike out 
anyone or more of the items above to which you do NOT desire to give 
your agent authority •••• TO STRIKE OUT AN ITEM, YOU MUST DRAW A LINE 
THROUGH THE TEXT OF THAT ITEM." 

-2-
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principal initial the space next to each power to be granted or initial 

a space indicating that the principal wishes to grant the agent all of 

the listed powers. lO 

(2)_. The California statutory form contains a category of powers 

not found in the uniform act form. This categorY--"all other 

matters"--adds to the listed powers all additional powers that can be 

given to an agent. ll These additional powers are automatically given 

the agent unless the principal draws a line through this category on 

the statutory form. 12 The uniform act contains no similar category 

that permits the principal to give the agent all powers that an agent 

may be given; any powers the principal wishes to give the agent in 

addition to the specific powers covered by the 13 categories listed in 

the form can be granted only by adding a specially drafted statement to 

the form describing the additional powers granted. 

(3) The California statutory form automatically grants very broad 

estate planning powers to the principa1. l3 For example, the authority 

with respect to "estate transactions" includes the authority to 

establish a trust with property of the principal "for the benefit of 

10. Uniform Act §l. The instructions on the form state: 
TO GRANT ALL OF THE FOLLOWING POWERS, INITIAL THE LINE IN 

FRONT OF (N) AND IGNORE THE LINES IN FRONT OF THE OTHER POWERS. 
TO GRANT ONE OR MORE, BUT FEWER THAN ALL, OF THE FOLLOWING 

POWERS, INITIAL THE LINE IN FRONT OF EACH POWER YOU ARE GRANTING. 
TO WITHHOLD A POWER, DO NOT INITIAL THE LINE IN FRONG OF IT. 

YOU MAY, BUT NEED NOT, CROSS OUT EACH POWER WITHHELD. 

11. Civil Code §2473{a) ("the language conferring general authority 
with respect to 'all other matters' shall be construed to mean that the 
principal authorizes the agent to act as an alter ego of the principal 
with respect to any and all possible matters and affairs which are not 
enumerated [in the sections describing the specific categories of 
powers] and which the prinCipal can do through an agent"). The 
authority does not extend to making health care decisions for the 
principal. Civil Code §2473{b). 

12. See text at note 9 supra. 

13. These powers may be withheld by drawing a line though the category 
"estate transactions" or by adding specifically drafted limitations in 
the portion of the form for "Special Provisions and Limitations." See 
text at notes 8-9 supra. 
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the principal and the spouse and descendants of the principal, or any 

one or more of them, upon such terms as the agent determines are 

necessary or proper. ,,14 By way of contrast, under the uniform act, 

these powers can not be granted to the agent merely by giving the agent 

authority under the specific categories listed in the statutory form; 

it is necessary to spell out specifically these powers by a statement 

added to the form. Absent a specific statement, the agent has no power 

under the uniform act to create, modify, or revoke a trust. 

(4) The California statutory form gives the agent very broad 

authority to make gifts and other transfers without consideration and 

to engage in transactions for the benefit of the spouse or descendants 

of the principal. 15 No similar authority is found in the uniform 

14. Civil Code §2467(a)(5). Section 2467 also gives the agent the 
power to "exercise in whole or in part, release, or let lapse any power 
the principal may have under any trust whether or not created by the 
principal, including any power of appointment, revocation, or 
withdrawal, but a trust created by the principal may only be modified 
or revoked by the agent as provided in the trust instrument." Other 
provisions of the California statute also give the agent the power to 
create, modify, or revoke a trust with respect to specific types of 
property. Civil Code §§2460(a)(4) (real estate transactions), 
246l(a)(4) (tangible personsl property transactions), 2462(a)(3) (bond, 
share, and commodity transactions). 

15. Civil Code Section 2470 authorizes the agent to: 
(8) Make gifts, grants, or other transfers without 

consideration to or for the benefit of the spouse or descendants 
of the principal or a charitable institution, or more than one or 
all of them, either outright or in trust, including the 
forgiveness of indebtedness and the completion of any charitable 
pledges the principal may have made; consent to the splitting of 
gifts under the Internal Revenue Code Section 2513, or successor 
sections, if the spouse of the principal makes gifts of any one or 
more of the descendants of the principal or to a charitable 
institution; pay any gift tax that may arise by reason of those 
gifts; and loan any assets of the principal to the spouse or 
descendants of the principal, or their personal representatives or 
a trustee for their benefit, the loan bearing such interest, and 
to be secured or unsecured, as the agent determines advisable. 

(15) In general, and in addition to all the specific acts 
enumerated in this section, do any other act which the principal 
can do though an agent for the welfare of the spouse, children, or 
dependents of the principal or for the preservation and 
maintenance of the other personal relationships of the principal 
to parents, relatives, friends and organizations. 
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act. Here again, if it is desired to give broad estate planning powers 

to the agent, the uniform act requires that a specially drafted 

statement granting the powers be added to the form. Absent, a specific 

statement, the agent has only very~limited estate planning powers. 16 

(5) By way of contrast to the form provided by the uniform act, 

the California statutory form includes special provisions that make the 

form lengthy and difficult to understand. The California form, but not 

the uniform act form, includes provisions (i) permi t ting the 

designation of more than one agent and for specifying whether the 

multiple agents may act severally or must act jointly, (ii) governing 

the duration of the power of attorney, and (iii) permitting the 

nomination of a conservator of the estate. 17 These provisions, 

together with the explanations and instructions concerning them, add 

considerably to the length and complexity of the form. 

(6) The general requirement for a durable power of attorney in 

California is that the durable power of attorney be "in writing" and 

include language showing the intent that the authority conferred shall 

be exercisable notwithstanding the principal's subsequent 

incapacity. 18 The California statutory form and the uniform act form 

16. Under the uniform act, the agent has limited authority to obtain 
insurance and to designate insurance beneficiaries (Uniform Act §lO), 
to transfer property of the principal to a revocable trust created by 
the principal as settlor (Uniform Act §ll), and to designate and change 
beneficiaries under retirement plans (Uniform Act §15). 

17. Civil Code §2450. Under the uniform act, the duration of the 
power of attorney can be limited by a statement included in the 
"Special Instructions" portion of the form. The uniform act form 
creates a durable power of attorney unless the principal strikes out 
the sentence in the form that provides that the power "will continue to 
be effective even though I become disabled, incapacitated, or 
incompetent." 

18. Civil Code §2400. Section 2400 is part of the Uniform Durable 
Power of Attorney Act. 
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both have an additional requirement: The form must be signed and dated 

by the principal and acknowledged before a notary .19 The California 

statute adds an additional requirement that makes execution of the form 

more difficult and causes confusion. 20 Two witnesses are required. 

The witnesses must be present when the principal signs or acknowledges 

the form and must personally know the principal or the identity of the 

principal must be proved to them by "convincing evidence." The form 

contains a long statement of what constitutes convincing evidence. 

(7) The uniform act form includes a more concise statement 

concerning the consequences of executing the form than the statement in 

the California form. 

The Law Revision Commission recommends that the Uniform Statutory 

Form Power of Attorney Act be enacted in California to replace the 

existing Statutory Short Form Power of Attorney statute. The form 

provided by the uniform act is simple and easy to understand. This 

simplicity, together with the advantage of having a uniform form that 

will receive national acceptance, outweigh any benefit that might be 

thought to exist because of the broader scope, the additional 

provisions, and the more complex execution requirements of the existing 

California statutory short form. 2l 

19. Civil Code § 2452; Uniform Act §l(b). See also Govt Code §27287 
(general requirement that instrument must be acknowledged in order to 
be recorded). 

20. Civil Code §2452(2). 
itself. Civil Code §2450. 

See also the instructions on the form 

21. Unlike the existing California statutory form, the uniform act 
does not give the agent significant estate planning powers nor does it 
authorize gifts or loans to the spouse, children, or descendants of the 
principal. This is not necessarily a deficiency in the uniform act 
form. If one desires to give extensive estate planning and gift giving 
authority to the agent, a power of attorney carefully drafted by a 
knowledgeable lawyer should be used. 

The California form contains other provisions and requirements not 
found in the uniform act. Any possible benefit of these 
provisions--designation of more than one agent and nomination of 
conservator of the estate--and of the additional requirement of two 
witnesses is outweighed by the complexity and confusion they add to the 
task of completing and executing the form. 
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RECOMMKRDED LEGISLATION 

Civil Code 552475-2499 (added) 

SEC. Chapter-3.5 (commencing with Section 2475) is added to Title 

9 of Part 4 of the Civil Code, to read: 

CHAPTER 3.5. lI1UFOIIM STATUrORY rom POWER OF ATTORNEY ACT 

Article 1. General Provisions 

52475. Statutory form 

2475. The following statutory form of power of attorney is legally 

sufficient when the requirements of Section 2476 are satiSfied: 

CALIFORNIA STATUTORY POWER OF ATTORNEY 

NOTICE: THE POWERS GRANTED BY THIS DOCUMENT ARE BROAD AND SWEEPING. 

THEY ARE EXPLAINED IN THE CALIFORNIA UNIFORM STATUTORY FORM POWER OF 

ATTORNEY ACT (CALIFORNIA CIVIL CODE SECTIONS 2475-2499). IF YOU HAVE 

ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THESE POWERS, OBTAIN COMPETENT LEGAL ADVICE. THIS 

DOCUMENT DOES NOT AUTHORIZE ANYONE TO MAKE MEDICAL AND OTHER 

HEALTH-CARE DECISIONS FOR YOU. YOU MAY REVOKE THIS POWER OF ATTORNEY 

IF YOU LATER WISH TO DO SO. 

I (insert your nsme and address) 

appoint (insert the nsme and address of 

the person appointed) as my agent (attorney-in-fact) to act for me in 

any lawful way with respect to the following initialed subjects: 

TO GRANT ALL OF THE FOLLOWING POWERS, INITIAL THE LINE IN FRONT OF 

(N) AND IGNORE THE LINES IN FRONT OF THE OTHER POWERS. 

TO GRANT ONE OR MORE, BUT FEWER THAN ALL, OF THE FOLLOWING POWERS, 

INITIAL THE LINE IN FRONT OF EACH POWER YOU ARE GRANTING. 

TO WITHHOLD A POWER, DO NOT INITIAL THE LINE IN FRONT OF IT. YOU 

MAY, BUT NEED NOT, CROSS OUT EACH POWER WITHHELD. 

INITIAL 

(A) Real property transactions. 

(B) Tangible personal property transactions. 

(C) Stock and bond transactions. 

(D) Commodity and option transactions. 

(E) Banking and other financial institution transactions. 

(F) Business operating transactions. 

(G) Insurance and annuity transactions. 

-7-
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(H) Estate, trust, and other beneficiary transactions. 

(I) Claims and litigation. 

(J) Personal and family maintenance. 

(K) Benefits from social security, medicare, medicaid, or 

other governmental programs, or military service. 

(L) Retirement plan transactions. 

(M) Tax matters. 

(N) ALL OF THE POWERS LISTED ABOVE. YOU NEED NOT INITIAL ANY 

OTHER LINES IF YOU INITIAL LINE (N). 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

ON THE FOLLOWING LINES YOU MAY GIVE SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS LIMITING OR 

EXTENDING THE POWERS GRANTED TO YOUR AGENT. 

UNLESS YOU DIRECT OTHERWISE ABOVE, THIS POWER OF ATTORNEY IS 

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY AND WILL CONTINUE UNTIL IT IS REVOKED. 

This power of attorney will continue to be effective even though I 

become disabled, incapacitated, or incompetent. 

STRIKE THE PRECEDING SENTENCE IF YOU DO NOT WANT THIS POWER OF 

ATTORNEY TO CONTINUE IF YOU BECOME DISABLED, INCAPACITATED, OR 

INCOMPETENT. 

I agree that any third party who receives a copy of this document 

may act under it. Revocation of the power of attorney is not effective 

as to a third party until the third party learns of the revocation. I 

agree to indemnify the third party for any claims that arise against 

the third party because of reliance on this power of attorney. 
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Signed this ___ day of _______ , 19_ 

(Your Signature) 

(Your Social Security Number) 
State of _________ _ 

County of ________ _ 

CERTIFICATE OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF NOTARY PUBLIC 

State of California ) 

) ss. 

County of _____ ) 

On this day of _______ _ 19_ before 
me, , personally appeared _______ _ 

(Insert name of Notary Public) (Insert name of 

________________ , personally known to me (or proved to me 

principal) 

on the basis of satisfactory evidence) to be the person whose name is 

subscribed to this instrument, and acknowledged that he or she executed 

it. 

NOTARY SEAL 

(Signature of Notary Public) 

BY ACCEPTING OR ACTING UNDER THE APPOINTMENT, THE AGENT ASSUMES 

THE FIDUCIARY AND OTHER LEGAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF AN AGENT. 

Comment. Section 2475 is the same in substance as subsection (a) 
of Section 1 of the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. The 
form has been revised to indicate that it is the California form 
provided for in this chapter. The acknowledgment portion of the form 
has been revised to be consistent with the form used under California 
law. 

Section 2475 provides the text of the form that is sufficient and 
necessary to bring this chapter into operation. A form used to create 
a power of attorney subject to the chapter should use the language 
provided in Section 2475. Minor variances in wording will not take it 
out of the scope of the chapter. The statutory form can be used in 
whole or part instead of individually drafted forms or forms adapted 
from a form book. 

After the introductory phrase, the term "agent" is used throughout 
the uniform act in place of the longer and less familiar, "attorney in 
fact." Special effort is made throughout the uni form act to make the 
language as informal as possible without impairing its effectiveness. 
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The statutory form contains a list of powers. The powers listed 
relate to various separate classes of acti vi ties, except the last, 
which is inclusive. Health care matters are not included. For a 
durable power of attorney form for health care matters, see Sections 
2500-2508. 

Space is provided in the statutory form for special provisions. 
The statutory form contains only a limited list of powers. If it 
desired to give the agent the broadest possible powers, language 
similar to the following can be added under the "Special Instructions" 
portion of the form: 

In addition to all of the powers listed in lines (A) to (M) 
above, I grant to my agent full power and authority to act 
for me, in any way which I myself could act if I were 
personally present and able to act, with respect to all other 
matters and affairs not listed in lines (A) to (M) above, but 
this authority does not include authority to make health care 
decisions. 
Neither the form in this section, nor the construction of the form 

provided by Sections 2485-2499, attempts to allow the grant of the 
power to make a will or to give the agent extensive estate planning 
authority, although several of the powers, especially lines (G), (H), 
and (L) of the statutory form, may be useful in planning the 
disposition of an estate. An individually tailored power of attorney 
can be used if the principal wants to give the agent extensive estate 
planning authority or additional estate planning powers can be granted 
to the agent by stating those additional powers in the space provided 
in the form for "Special Instructions." For example, provisions like 
the following might be included under the special instructions portion 
of the statutory form: 

In addition to the powers listed in lines (A) to (M) 
above, the agent is empowered to do all of the following: 

(1) Establish a trust with property of the principal for 
the benefit of the principal and the spouse and descendants 
of the principal, or any one or more of them, upon such terms 
as the agent determines are necessary or proper, and transfer 
any property in which the principal has an interest to the 
trust. 

(2) Exercise in whole or in part, release, or let lapse 
any power the principal may have under any trust whether or 
not created by the principal, including any power of 
appointment, revocation, or withdrawal, but a trust created 
by the principal may only be modified or revoked by the agent 
as provided in the trust instrument. 

(3) Make a gift, grant, or other transfer without 
consideration to or for the benefit of the spouse or 
descendants of the principal or a charitable organization, or 
more than one or all of them, either outright or in trust, 
including the forgiveness of indebtedness and the completion 
of any charitable pledges the principal may have made, 
consent to the splitting of gifts under Internal Revenue Code 
Section 2513, or successor sections, if the spouse of the 
principal makes gifts to any one or more of the descendants 
of the principal or to a charitable institution, and pay any 
gift tax that may arise by reason of those gifts. 
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(4) Loan any of the property of the principal to the 
spouse or descendants of the principal, or their personal 
representatives or a trustee for their benefit, the loan 
bearing such interest, and to be secured or unsecured, as the 
agent determines advisable. 

(5) In general, and in addition to all the specific acts 
enumerated, do any other act which the principal can do 
though an agent for the welfare of the spouse, children, or 
dependents of the principal or for the preservation and 
maintenance of other personal relationships of the principal 
to parents, relatives, friends, and organizations. 
Section 2478 and the statutory form itself make the power of 

attorney a durable power of attorney, remaining in effect after the 
disability of the principal, unless the person executing the form 
otherwise indicates. 

The last paragraph of the text of the statutory form protects a 
third party who receives a copy of the statutory form power of attorney 
and acts in reliance on it. The statement in the statutory form--that 
revocation of the power of attorney is not effective as to a third 
party until the third party learns of the revocation--is consistent 
with Sections 2403 (good faith reliance upon power of attorney without 
actual knowledge of death or incapacity of principal), 2404 (affidavit 
of lack of knowledge of termination of power). See also Section 2512 
(protection of person who acts in good faith reliance upon power of 
attorney where specified requirements are satisfied). The protection 
provided by these sections and other immunities that may protect 
persons who rely on a power of attorney (see subdivision (b) of Section 
2512) apply to a statutory form power of attorney. 

Neither this section, nor the chapter as a whole, attempt to 
provide an exclusive method for creating a power of attorney. Other 
forms may be used and other law employed to create powers of attorney. 
However, it is hoped that this chapter will be sufficient for most 
purposes. 

For provisions relating to court enforcement of the duties of the 
agent, see Sections 2410-2423. 

The form provided by Section 2475 supersedes former statutory 
short form power of attorney under former Chapter 3 (commencing with 
Section 2450). See Section 2450 and the Comment to that section. 

12476. Requirements for statutory power of attorney 

2476. A statutory form power of attorney under this chapter is 

legally sufficient if all of the following requirements are satiafied: 

(a) The wording of the form complies substantially with Section 

2475. 

(b) The form is properly completed. 

(c) The signature of the principal is acknowledged. 

Comment. Section 2476 is the same in substance as subsection (b) 
of Section 1 of the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. 
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§2477. Effect initially line in front of eW) in statutory form 

2477. If the line in front of (N) of the statutory form under 

Section 2475 is initialed, an initial on the line in front of any other 

power does not limit the powers granted by line (N). 

Comment. Section 2477 is the same in substance as subsection (c) 
of Section 1 of the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. 

§2478. Durable power of attorney 

2478. A power of attorney legally sufficient under this chapter 

is durable to the extent that the power of attorney contains language, 

such as "This power of attorney will continue to be effective even 

though I become disabled, incapacitated, or incompetent," showing the 

intent of the principal that the power granted may be exercised 

notwithstanding later disability, incapacity, or incompetency. 

Comment. Section 2478 is the same in substance as of Section 2 of 
the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. The phrase "to the 
extent that durable powers are permitted by other law of this State," 
found in the uniform act, has been omitted as unnecessary. Durable 
powers of attorney are specifically authorized by Article 3 (commencing 
with Section 2400) of Chapter 2. 

A durable power of attorney under this chapter continues in effect 
when the principal is disabled, incapacitated, or becomes incompetent. 
The form in Section 2475 includes a provision for continuance under 
those circumstances. That provision may be used or stricken at the 
discretion of the principal. The provision is consistent with Section 
2400 (Uniform Durable Power of Attorney Act). See also Sections 2401 
(effect of acts by attorney in fact during incapacity of principal), 
2403 (good faith reliance upon power of attorney after death or 
incapacity of principal). As to the effect of appointment of a 
conservator of the estate, guardian of the estate, or other fiduciary 
charged with the management of the principal's property, see Section 
2402. 

'2479. Short title 

2479. This chapter may be cited as the California Uniform 

Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. 

Comment, This chapter is substantially the same as the Uniform 
Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act (1988). Section 2479 is the same 
as Section 19 of the uniform act with the addition of the word 
"Cali foria." 
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52480. Uniformity of construction 

2480. This chspter shall be applied and construed to effectuate 

its general purpose to make uniform the law with respect to the subject 

of this chapter among states enacting it. 

Comment. Section 2480 is a standard provision in uniform acts and 
is the same as Section 18 of the Uniform Statutory Form Power of 
Attorney Act. 

§2481. Partial invalidity 

2481. If any provision of this chapter or its application to any 

person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity does not affect 

other provisions or applications of this chapter which can be given 

effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end 

the provisions of this chapter are severable. 

Comment. 
is the same 
Attorney Act. 

Section 2481 is a standard provision in uniform acts and 
as Section 20 of the Uniform Statutory Form Power of 

Article 2. Construction of Powers 

Comment. This article (commencing with Section 2485) explains the 
several powers listed in the statutory form in Section 2475. Section 
2485 provides general powers that apply to all of the defined classes 
of authority listed in lines (A) through (M) of the statutory form, 
subject to any conditions set by the principal. 

The language in Sections 2486 to 2498 makes explicit reference to 
authority that would be appropriate for each class of transaction. The 
language in those sections identifies activities that are typical 
responsibilities for the particular class of transaction. 

Any of Sections 2486 to 2498, together with the general authority 
in Section 2485, gives the agent (attorney in fact) complete power for 
the class of transactions. The recitation of particular powers in each 
section explains the scope of the individual section and assures the 
user of this chapter and the form provided by this chapter that the 
matters that are the user's particular concern are covered by the 
chapter. As to use of a power executed outside this state, 
subsequently acquired property, use of the power with respect to 
property located outside this state, and exercise of the power outside 
this state, see Section 2499. 

A general effect of this article is that the agent (attorney in 
fact) can exercise authority subject to the same conditions and 
limitations as the principal. In a few instances the limiting 
conditions are made explicit. For example in Section 2491, it is 
stated that partnership powers are subject to the terms of the 
partnership agreement. But all authority is subject to conditions of 
fact and law that exist outside the chapter. For example, a collection 
agency could not escape regulation by acting under this power of 
attorney. 
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§2485. Construction of powers generally 

2485. By executing a statutory power of attorney with respect to 

a subject listed in Section 2475, "the principal, except as limited or 

extended by the principal in the power of attorney, empowers the agent, 

for that subject, to do all of the following: 

(a) Demand, receive, and obtain by litigation or otherwise, money 

or other thing of value to which the principal is, may become, or 

claims to be entitled, and conserve, invest, disburse, or use anything 

so received for the purposes intended. 

(b) Contract in any manner with any person, on terms agreeable to 

the agent, to accomplish a purpose of a transaction, and perform, 

rescind, reform, release, or modi fy the contract or another contract 

made by or on behalf of the principal. 

(c) Execute, acknowledge, seal, and deliver a deed, revocation, 

mortgage, lease, notice, check, release, or other instrument the agent 

considers desirable to accomplish a purpose of a transaction. 

(d) Prosecute, defend, submit to arbitration, settle, and propose 

or accept a compromise with respect to, a claim existing in favor of or 

against the principal or intervene in litigation relating to the claim. 

(e) Seek on the principal's behalf the assistance of a court to 

carry out an act authorized by the power of attorney. 

(f) Engage, compensate, and discharge an attorney, accountant, 

expert witness, or other assistant. 

(g) Keep appropriate records of each transaction, including an 

accounting of receipts and disbursements. 

(h) Prepare, execute, and file a record, report, or other document 

the agent considers desirable to safeguard or promote the principal's 

interest under a statute or governmental regulation. 

(i) Reimburse the agent for expenditures properly made by the 

agent in exercising the powers granted by the power of attorney. 

(j) In general, do any other lawful act with respect to the 

subject. 

Comment. Section 2485 is the same in substance as Section 3 of 
the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. See the Comment to 
this article under the article heading. See also Sections 2410-2423 
(court enforcement of duties of attorney in fact). 
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§2486. Real property transactions 

2486. In a statutory power of attorney, the language granting 

power with respect to real property transactions empowers the agent to 

do all of the following: 

(a) Accept as a gift or as security for a loan, reject, demand, 

buy, lease, receive, or otherwise acquire, an interest in real property 

or a right incident to real property. 

(b) Sell, exchange, convey with or without covenants, quitclaim, 

release, surrender, mortgage, encumber, partition, consent to 

partitioning, subdivide, apply for zoning, rezoning, or other 

governmental permits, plat or consent to platting, develop, grant 

options concerning, lease, sublease, or otherwise dispose of, an 

interest in real property or a right incident to real property. 

(c) Release, assign, satisfY, and enforce by litigation or 

otherwise, a mortgage, deed of trust, encumbrance, lien, or other claim 

to real property which exists or is asserted. 

(d) Do any act of management or of conservation with respect to an 

interest in real property, or a right incident to real property, owned, 

or claimed to be owned, by the principal, including all of the 

following: 

(1) Insuring against a casualty, liability, or loss. 

(2) Obtaining or regaining possession, or protecting the interest 

or right, by litigation or otherwise. 

(3) Paying, compromising, or contesting taxes or assessments, or 

applying for and receiving refunds in connection with them. 

(4) Purchasing supplies, hiring assistance or labor, and making 

repairs or alterations in the real property. 

(e) Use, develop, alter, replace, remove, erect, or install 

structures or other improvements upon real property in or incident to 

which the principal has, or claims to have, an interest or right. 

(f) Participate in a reorganization with respect to real property 

or a legal entity that owns an interest in or right incident to real 

property and receive and hold shares of stock or obligations received 

in a plan of reorganization, and act with respect to them, including 

all of the following: 
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(1) Selling or otherwise disposing of them. 

(2) Exercising or selling an option, conversion, or similar right 

with respect to them. 

(3) Voting them in person or by proxy. 

(g) Change the form of ti tle of an interest in or right incident 

to real property. 

(h) Dedicate to public use, with or without consideration, 

easements or other real property in which the principal has, or claims 

to have, an interest. 

Comment. Section 2486 is the same in substance as Section 4 of 
the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. See the Comment to 
this article under the article heading. See also Section 2485 
(construction of powers generally). 

§2487. Tangible personal property transactions 

2487. In a statutory power of attorney, the language granting 

power with respect to tangible personal property transactions empowers 

the agent to do all of the following: 

(a) Accept as a gift or as security for a loan, reject, demand, 

buy, receive, or otherwise acquire ownership or possession of tangible 

personal property or an interest in tangible personal property. 

(b) Sell, exchange, convey with or without covenants, release, 

surrender, mortgage, encumber, pledge, hypothecate, create a security 

interest in, pawn, grant options concerning, lease, sublease to others, 

or otherwise dispose of tangible personal property or an interest in 

tangible personal property. 

(c) Release, assign, satisfy, or enforce by litigation or 

otherwise, a mortgage, security interest, encumbrance, lien, or other 

claim on behalf of the principal, with respect to tangible personal 

property or an interest in tangible personal property. 

(d) Do an act of management or conservation with respect to 

tangible personal property or an interest in tangible personal property 

on behalf of the principal, including all of the following: 

(1) Insuring against casualty, liability, or loss. 

(2) Obtaining or regaining possession, or protecting the property 

or interest, by litigation or otherwise. 
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(3) Paying, compromising, or contesting taxes or assessments or 

applying for and receiving refunds in connection with taxes or 

assessments. 

(4) Moving from place to place. 

(5) Storing for hire or on a gratuitous bailment. 

(6) Using, altering, and making repairs or alterations. 

Comment. Section 2487 is the same in substance as Section 5 of 
the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. See the Comment to 
this article under the article heading. See also Section 2485 
(construction of powers generally). 

§2488. Stock and bond transactions 

2488. In a statutory power of attorney, the language granting 

power with respect to stock and bond transactions empowers the agent to 

do all of the following: 

(a) Buy, sell, and exchange stocks, bonds, mutual funds, and all 

other types of securities and financial instruments except commodity 

futures contracts and call and put options on stocks and stock indexes. 

(b) Receive certificates and other evidences of ownership with 

respect to securities. 

(c) Exercise voting rights with respect to securities in person or 

by proxy, enter into voting trusts, and consent to limitations on the 

right to vote. 

Comment. Section 2488 is the same in substance as Section 6 of 
the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. See the Comment to 
this article under the article heading. See also Sections 2400.5 
(proxies given by attorney in fact to exercise voting rights), 2485 
(construction of powers generally). 

§2489. Commodity and option transactions 

2489. In a statutory power of attorney, the language granting 

power with respect to. commodity. and option transactions empowers the 

agent to do all of the following: 

(a) Buy, sell, exchange, assign, settle, and exercise commodity 

futures contracts and call and put options on stocks and stock indexes 

traded on a regulated option exchange. 

(b) Establish, continue, modify, and terminate option accounts 

with a broker. 
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Comment. Sect ion 2489 is the 
the Uniform Statutory Form Power of 
this article under the article 
(construction of powers generally). 

same in substance as Section 7 of 
Attorney Act. See the Comment to 
heading. See also Section 2485 

§249Q. Banking and other financial institution tranRactions 

2490. In a statutory power of attorney, the language granting 

power with respect to banking and other financial institution 

transactions empowers the agent to: 

(a) Continue, modify, and terminate an account or other banking 

arrangement made by or on behalf of the principal. 

(b) Establish, modify, and terminate an account or other banking 

arrangement with a bank, trust company, savings and loan association, 

credit union, thrift company, industrial loan company, brokerage firm, 

or other financial institution selected by the agent. 

(c) Hire a safe deposit box or space in a vault. 

(d) Contract to procure other services available from a financial 

institution as the agent considers desirable. 

(e) Withdraw by check, order, or otherwise money or property of 

the principal deposited with or left in the custody of a financial 

institution. 

(f) Receive bank statements, vouchers, notices, and similar 

documents from a financial institution and act with respect to them. 

(g) Enter a safe deposit box or vault and withdraw or add to the 

contents. 

(h) Borrow money at an interest rate agreeable to the agent and 

pledge as security personal property of the principal necessary in 

order to borrow, pay, renew, or extend the time of payment of a debt of 

the principal. 

(i) Make, assign, draw, endorse, discount, guarantee, and 

negotiate promissory notes, checks, drafts, and other negotiable or 

nonnegotiable paper of the principal, or payable to the principal or 

the principal' s order , receive the cash or other proceeds of those 

transactions, and accept a draft drawn by a person upon the principal 

and pay it when due. 

(j) Receive for the principal and act upon a sight draft, 

warehouse receipt, or other negotiable or nonnegotiable instrument. 
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(k) Apply for and receive letters of credit, credit cards, and 

traveler's checks from a financial institution, and give an indemnity 

or other agreement in connection with letters of credit. 

(1) Consent to an extension of the time of payment with respect to 

commercial paper or a financial transaction with a financial 

institution. 

Comment. Section 2490 is the same in substance as Section 8 of 
the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. See the Comment to 
this article under the article heading. See also Section 2485 
(construction of powers generally). 

§249l. Business operating traDAactions 

2491. In a statutory power of attorney, the language granting 

power with respect to business operating transactions empowers the 

agent to do all of the following: 

(a) Operate, buy, sell, enlarge, reduce, and terminate a business 

interest. 

(b) To the extent that an agent is permitted by law to act for a 

principal and subject to the terms of the partnership agreement: 

(1) Perform a duty or discharge a liability and exercise a right, 

power, privilege, or option that the principal has, may have, or claims 

to have, under a partnership agreement, whether or not the prinCipal is 

a partner. 

(2) Enforce the terms of a partnership agreement by litigation or 

otherwise. 

(3) Defend, submit to arbitration, settle, or compromise 

litigation to which the principal is a party because of membership in 

the partnership. 

(c) Exercise in person or by proxy, or enforce by litigation or 

otherwise, a right, power, privilege, or option the principal has or 

claims to have as the holder of a bond, share, or other instrument of 

similar character, and defend, submit to arbitration, settle, or 

compromise litigation to which the principal is a party because of a 

bond, share, or similar instrument. 

(d) With respect to a business owned solely by the principal: 

(1) Continue, modify, renegotiate, extend, and terminate a 

contract made with an individual or a legal entity, firm, association, 
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or corporation by or on behalf of the principal with respect to the 

business before execution of the power of attorney. 

(2) Determine the policy of the business as to (i) the location of 

its operation, (U) the nature and extent of its business, (iii) the 

methods of manufacturing, selling, merchandising, financing, 

accounting, and advertising employed in its operation, (iv) the amount 

and types of insurance carried, and (v) the mode of engaging, 

compensating, and dealing with its accountants, attorneys, and other 

agents and employees. 

(3) Change the name or form of organization under which the 

business is operated and enter into a partnership agreement with other 

persons or organize a corporation to take over all or part of the 

operation of the business. 

(4) Demand and receive money due or claimed by the principal or on 

the principal's behalf in the operation of the business, and control 

and disburse the money in the operation of the business. 

(e) Put additional capital into a business in which the principal 

has an interest. 

(f) Join in a plan,of reorganization, consolidation, or merger of 

the business. 

(g) Sell or liquidate a business or part of it at the time and 

upon the terms the agent considers desirable. 

(h) Represent the principal in establishing the value of a 

business under a buy-out agreement to which the principal is a party. 

(i) Prepare, sign, file, and deliver reports, compilations of 

information, returns, or other papers with respect to a business which 

are required by a governmental agency or instrumentality or which the 

agent considers desirable, and make related payments. 

(j) Psy, compromise, or contest taxes or assessments and do any 

other act which the agent considers desirable to protect the principal 

from illegal or unnecessary taxation, fines, penalties, or assessments 

with respect to a business, including attempts to recover, in any 

manner permitted by law, money paid before or after the execution of 

the power of attorney. 

Comment. Section 2491 is the same in substance as Section 9 of 
the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. See the Comment to 
this article under the article heading. See also Section 2485 
(construction of powers generally). 
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§2492 • Insurance and annul ty transactions 

2492. In a statutory power of attorney, the language granting 

power with respect to insurance and annuity transactions empowers the 

agent to do all of the following: 

(a) Continue, pay the premium or assessment on, modify, rescind, 

release, or terminate a contract procured by or on behalf of the 

principal which insures or provides an annuity to either the principal 

or another person, whether or not the principal is a beneficiary under 

the contract. 

(b) Procure new, different, and additional contracts of insurance 

and annuities for the principal and the principal's spouse, children, 

and other dependents, and select the amount, type of insurance or 

annuity, and mode of payment. 

(c) Pay the premium or assessment on, modify, rescind, release, or 

terminate a contract of insurance or annuity procured by the agent. 

(d) Designate the beneficiary of the contract, but the agent may 

be named a beneficiary of the contract, or an extension, renewal, or 

substitute for it, only to the extent the agent was named as a 

beneficiary under a contract procured by the principal before executing 

the power of attorney. 

(e) Apply for and receive a loan on the security of the contract 

of insurance or annuity. 

(f) Surrender and receive the cash surrender value. 

(g) Exercise an election. 

(h) Change the manner of paying premiums. 

(i) Change or convert the type of insurance contract or annuity as 

to any insurance contract or annuity with respect to which the 

principal has or claims to have a power described in this section. 

(j) Change the beneficiary of a contract of insurance or annuity, 

but the agent may not be designated a beneficiary except to the extent 

permitted by subdivision (d). 

(k) Apply for and procure government aid to guarantee or pay 

premiums of a contract of insurance on the life of the principal. 

(1) Collect, sell, assign, hypothecate, borrow upon, or pledge the 

interest of the principal in a contract of insurance or annuity. 

-21-

---------------------_ .• - .... 



(m) Pay from proceeds or otherwise, compromise or contest, and 

apply for refunds in connection with, a tax or assessment levied by a 

taxing authority with respect to a contract of insurance or annuity or 

its proceeds or liability accruing by reason of the tax or assessment. 

Comment. Section 2492 is the same in substance as Section 10 of 
the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. See the Comment to 
this article under the article heading. See also Section 2485 
(construction of powers generally). Section 2492 covers, but is not 
limited to, life, accident, health, disability, or liability insurance 
and fire, marine, burglary, compensation, disability, liabili ty, 
hurricane, earthquake, and casualty insurance. 

52493. Estate. trust. and other beneficiary transactions 

2493. In a statutory power of attorney, the language granting 

power with respect to estate, trust, and other beneficiary 

transactions, empowers the agent to act for the principal in all 

matters that affect a trust, probate estate, guardianship, 

conservatorship, escrow, custodianship, or other fund from which the 

principal is, may become, or claims to be entitled, as a beneficiary, 

to a share or payment, including the power to do all of the following: 

(a) Accept, reject, disclaim, receive, receipt for, sell, assign, 

release, pledge, exchange, or consent to a reduction in or modification 

of a share in or payment from the fund. 

(b) Demand or obtain by litigation or otherwise money or other 

thing of value to which the principal is, may become, or claims to be 

entitled by reason of the fund. 

(c) Initiate, participate in, and oppose litigation to ascertain 

the meaning, validity, or effect of a deed, will, declaration of trust, 

or other instrument or transaction affecting the interest of the 

principal. 

(d) Initiate, participate in, and oppose litigation to remove, 

substitute, or surcharge a fiduciary. 

(e) Conserve, invest, disburse, and use anything received for an 

authorized purpose. 

(f) Transfer an interest of the principal in real property, 

stocks, bonds, accounts with financial institutions, insurance, and 

other property, to the trustee of a revocable trust created by the 

principal as settlor. 
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Comment. Section 2493 is the same in substance as Section 11 of 
the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. See the Comment to 
this article under the article heading. See also Section 2485 
(construction of powers generally). 

§2494. Claias and litigation 

2494. In a statutory power of attorney, the language with respect 

to claims and litigation empowers the agent to do all of the following: 

(a) Assert and prosecute before a court or administrative agency a 

claim, claim for relief, cause of action, counterclaim, 

cross-complaint, or offset, and defend against an individual, a legal 

entity, or government, including suits to recover property or other 

thing of value, to recover damages sustained by the principal, to 

eliminate or modify tax liability, or to seek an injunction, specific 

performance, or other relief. 

(b) Bring an action to determine adverse claims, intervene in 

litigation, and act as amicus curiae. 

(c) In connection with litigation: 

(1) Procure an attachment, garnishment, libel, order of arrest, or 

other preliminary, provisional, or intermediate relief and use an 

available procedure to effect, enforce, or satisfy a judgment, order, 

or decree. 

(2) Perform any lawful act, including acceptance of tender, offer 

of judgment, admission of facts, submission of a controversy on an 

agreed statement of facts, consent to examination before trial, and 

binding the principal in litigation. 

(d) Submit to arbitration, settle, and propose or accept a 

compromise with respect to a claim or litigation. 

(e) Waive the issuance and service of process upon the principal, 

accept service of process, appear for the principal, designate persons 

upon whom process directed to the principal may be served, execute and 

file or deliver stipulations on the principal's behalf, verify 

pleadings, seek appellate review, procure and give surety and indemnity 

bonds, contract and pay for the preparation and printing of records and 

briefs, receive and execute and file or deliver a consent, waiver, 

release, confession of judgment, satisfaction of judgment, notice, 

agreement, or other instrument in connection with the prosecution, 

settlement, or defense of a claim or litigation. 
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(f) Act for the principal with respect to bankruptcy or insolvency 

proceedings, whether voluntary or involuntary, concerning the principal 

or some other person, or with respect to a reorganization proceeding, 

or with respect to an assignment for the benefit of creditors, 

receivership, or application for the appointment of a receiver or 

trustee which affects an interest of the principal in property or other 

thing of value. 

(g) Pay a judgment against the principal or a settlement made in 

connection with litigation and receive and conserve money or other 

thing of value paid in settlement of or as proceeds of a claim or 

litigation. 

Comment. Section 2494 is the same in substance as Section 12 of 
the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. Subdivision (f) is 
clarified by adding a reference to an assignment for the benefit of 
creditors. See the Comment to this article under the article heading. 
See also Section 2485 (construction of powers generally). 

52495. Personal and f_ily _int"!!!!l!ce 

2495. In a statutory power of attorney, the language granting 

power with respect to personal and family maintenance empowers the 

agent to do all of the following: 

(a) Do the acts necessary to maintain the customary standard of 

living of the principal, the principal's spouse, children, and other 

individuals customarily or legally entitled to be supported by the 

principal, including providing living quarters by purchase, lease, or 

other contract, or paying the operating costs, including interest, 

amortization payments, repairs, and taxes on premises owned by the 

principal and occupied by those individuals. 

(b) Provide for the individuals described in subdivision (a) all 

of the following: 

(1) Normal domestic help. 

(2) Usual vacations and travel expenses. 

(3) Funds for shelter, clothing, food, appropriate education, and 

other current living costs. 

(c) Pay for the individuals described in subdivision (a) necessary· 

medical, dental, and surgical care, hospitalization, and custodial care. 
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(d) Continue any provision made by the principal, for the 

individuals described in subdivision (a), for automobiles or other 

means of transportation, including registering, licensing, insuring, 

and replacing them. 

(e) Maintain or open charge accounts for the convenience of the 

individuals described in subdivision (a) and open new accounts the 

agent considers desirable to accomplish a lawful purpose. 

(f) Continue payments incidental to the membership or affiliation 

of the principal in a church, club, society, order, or other 

organization and continue contributions to those organizations. 

Comment. Section 2495 is the same in substance as Section 13 of 
the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. See the Comment to 
this article under the article heading. See also Section 2485 
(construction of powers generally). 

§2496. Benefits from social security •• edicare •• edicaid. and other 
governmental programs. or military service 

2496. In a statutory power of attorney, the language granting 

power with respect to benefits from social security, medicare, medicaid 

or other governmental programs, or military service, empowers the agent 

to do all of the following: 

(a) Execute vouchers in the name of the principal for allowances 

and reimbursements payable by the United States or a foreign government 

or by a state or subdivision of a state to the principal, including 

allowances and reimbursements for transportation of the individuals 

described in subdivision (a) of Section 2495, and for shipment of their 

household effects. 

(b) Take possession and order the removal and shipment of property 

of the principal from a post, warehouse, depot, dock, or other place of 

storage or safekeeping, either governmental or private, and execute and 

deli ver a release, voucher, receipt, bill of lading, shipping ticket, 

certificate, or other instrument for that purpose. 

(c) Prepare, file, and prosecute a claim of the principal to a 

benefit or assistance, financial or otherwise, to which the principal 

claims to be entitled, under a statute or governmental regulation. 

(d) Prosecute, defend, submit to arbitration, settle, and propose 

or accept a compromise with respect to any benefits the principal may 

be entitled to receive. 
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(e) Receive the financial proceeds of a claim of the type 

described in this section, conserve, invest, disburse, or use anything 

received for a lawful purpose. 

Comment. Section 2496 is the same in ~ubstance as Section 14 of 
the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. The phrase "or 
civil," which appears in the introductory clause of the uniform act 
provision, has been omitted, since that phrase does not appear in the 
statutory form. See also the Comment to this article under the article 
heading and Section 2485 (construction of powers generally). 

52497. RetireJllent plan transactions 

2497. In a statutory power of attorney, the language granting 

power with respect to retirement plan transactions empowers the agent 

to do all of the following: 

(a) Select payment options under any retirement plan in which the 

principal participates, including plans for self-employed individuals. 

(b) Designate beneficiaries under those plans and change existing 

designations. 

(c) Make voluntary contributions to those plans. 

(d) Exercise the investment powers available under any 

self-directed retirement plan. 

(e) Make "rollovers" of plan benefits into other retirement plans. 

(f) If authorized by the plan, borrow from, sell assets to, and 

purchase assets from the plan. 

(g) Waive the right of the principal to be a beneficiary of a 

joint or survivor annuity if the principal is a spouse who is not 

employed. 

COmment. Section 2497 is the same in substance as 
the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. See 
this article under the article heading. See also 
(construction of powers generally). 

52498. Tax matters 

Section 15 of 
the Comment to 
Section 2485 

2498. In a statutory power of attorney, the language granting 

power with respect to tax matters empowers the agent to do all of the 

following: 

(a) Prepare, sign, and file federal, state, local, and foreign 

income, gift, payroll, Federal Insurance Contributions Act returns, and 
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other tax returns, claims for refunds, requests for extension of time, 

petitions regarding tax matters, and any other tax-related documents, 

incl uding receipts, offers, waivers, consents (including consents and 

agreements under Internal Revenue Code. Section 2032A or any successor 

section), closing agreements, and any power of attorney required by the 

Internal Revenue Service or other taxing authority with respect to a 

tax year upon which the statute of limitations has not run and to the 

tax year in which the power of attorney was given and any subsequent 

tax year. 

(b) Pay taxes due, collect refunds, post bonds , receive 

confidential information, and contest deficiencies determined by the 

Internal Revenue Service or other taxing authority. 

(c) Exercise any election available to the principal under 

federal, state, local, or foreign tax law. 

(d) Act for the principal in all tax matters for all periods 

before the Internal Revenue Service and any other taxing authority. 

Comment. Section 2498 is the same in substance as Section 16 of 
the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. At the end of 
subdivision (a), reference is made to "a tax year upon which the 
statute of limitations has not run and to the tax year in which the 
power of attorney was given and any subsequent tax year" This replaces 
the reference in the uniform act to "a tax year upon which the statute 
of limitations has not run and the following 25 tax years." This 
substitution is consistent with the power granted by subdivision (d) 
which extends to "all tax matters for all periods" and is not limited 
to particular tax years. See also the Comment to this article under 
the article heading and Section 2485 (construction of powers generally). 

§2499. After acquired property: property located outside this state: 
power exercised outside this state: power of attorney eI@cuted 
outside this state 

2499. The powers described in this article are exercisable 

equally with respect to an interest the principal has when the power of 

attorney is executed or acquires later, whether or not the property is 

located in this state, and whether or not the powers are exercised or 

the power of attorney is executed in this state. 

Comment. Section 2499 makes the power of attorney explicitly 
effective for property and in places that might otherwise be subject to 
dispute. The section is the same in substance as Section 17 of the 
Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act. See also Section 2513 
(no need to describe each item or parcel of property). 

-27-



COlIDlRMHIG AMElfOOIrrS Al!D RKPEALS 

Civil Code §245Q-2473 (repealed) 

SEC. Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 2450) of Title 9 of 

Part 4 of the Civil Code is repealed. 

Comment. Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 2450) is superseded 
by the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act (Sections 
2475-2499). However, a form that complied with the repealed chapter 
may continue to be uaed after the repeal takes effect. See Section 
2450 (added by the act that repealed former Chapter 3) and the Comment 
to that section. 

Civil Code §2450 (added) 

SEC. Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 2450) is added to 

Title 9 of Part 4 of the Civil Code, to read: 

CHAPTER 3. STATUTORY SHORT FORM POWER OF ATTORNEY 

§2450. Use of statutory form provided bY repealed statute 

2450. A statutory. short form power of attorney executed before, 

on, or after the repeal of Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 2450) by 

the act that enacted this section, using a form that complied with 

Section 2450 as originally enacted by Chapter 602 of the Statutes of 

1984, or as amended by Chapter 403 of the Statutes of 1985, is as valid 

as if Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 2450) had not been repealed by 

the act that enacted this section. 

Comment. Section 2450 permits continued use of the form formerly 
prescribed for a statutory short form power of attorney under Section 
2450 as enacted by Chapter 602 of the Statutes of 1984 or as amended by 
Chapter 403 of the Statutes of 1985, even after the repeal of the 
provisions formerly found in this chapter. See also former Section 
2457. Accordingly, after the repeal of the provisions formerly found 
in this chapter takes effect, either the form set forth in former 
Section 2450 as original enacted or the form set forth in Section 2450 
as amended may continue to be used. This avoids the need to discard 
existing printed forms and protects the unwary person who uses a 
printed form prepared pursuant to the former provisions of this 
chapter. However, it is anticipated that the new form provided 
pursuant to the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act (Section 
2475) will soon replace the form formerly provided for in this chapter. 

Civil Code §2510 (_ended). Warning, statement 

2510. (a) This section does not applY to e!~Rep ~ of the 

following: 
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(1) A durable power of attorney for health care. 

(2) A Statutory Short Form Power of Attorney that satisfies the 

requirements of Gksp~e~-3-feemmeBeiB8-wi~k-See~ieB-34§G~ Section 2450 • 

(3) A statutory power of attorney that satisfies the requirements 

of the Uniform Statutory Form Power of Attorney Act (Sections 2475 to 

2499. inclusive). 

(b) A printed form of a durable power of attorney that is sold or 

otherwise distributed in this state for use by a person who does not 

have the advice of legal counsel shall contain, in not less than 

10-point boldface type or a reasonable equivalent thereof, the 

following warning statement: 

WARNING TO PERSON EXECUTING THIS DOCUMENT 

This is an important legal document. It creates a durable power 

of attorney. Before executing this document, you should know these 

important facts: 

This document may provide the person you designate as your 

attorney in fact with broad powers to manage, dispose, sell, and convey 

your real and personal property and to borrow money using your property 

as security for the loan. 

These powers will exist for an indefinite period of time unless 

you limit their duration in this document. These powers will continue 

to exist notwithstanding your subsequent disability or incapacity. 

You have the right to revoke or terminate this power of attorney. 

If there is anything about this form that you do not understand, 

you should ask a lawyer to explain it to you. 

(c) Nothing in subdivision (b) invalidates any transaction in 

which a third person relied in good faith upon the authority created by 

the durable power of attorney. 

Comment. Section 2510 is amended to add paragraph (3) to 
subdivision (a) to recognize the Uniform Statutory Form Power of 
Attorney Act. For the California version of this uniform act, see 
Civil Code Sections 2475-2499. The uniform act has its own warning 
statement. See Section 2475. 

Paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) is revised to reflect the repeal 
of the former statute authorizing a "statutory short form power of 
attorney." However, despite the repeal, Section 2450 permits continued 
use of the form formerly prescribed for a statutory short form power of 
attorney under Section 2450 as enacted by Chapter 602 of the Statutes 
of 1984 or as amended by Chapter 403 of the Statutes of 1985. Since 
that form also had its own warning statement, paragraph (2) is 
continued in a revised form. 
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Civil Code §25ll (amended). Convincing evidence of identity of 
principal 

2511. For the purposes of the declaration of witnesses required by 

Section :!4§9--i>l" 2500, "convincing evidence" means the absence of any 

information, evidence, or other circumstances which would lead a 

reasonable person to believe that the person signing or acknowledging 

the power of attorney as principal is not the individual he or she 

claims to be and any one of the following: 

(a) Reasonable reliance on the presentation of any one of the 

following, if the document is current or has been issued within five 

years: 

(1) An identification card or driver's license issued by the 

California Department of Motor Vehicles. 

(2) A passport issued by the Department of State of the United 

States. 

(b) Reasonable reliance on the presentation of any one of the 

following, if the document is current or has been issued within five 

years and contains a photograph and description of the person named on 

it, is signed by the person, bears a serial or other identi fying 

number, and, in the event that the document is a passport, has been 

stamped by the United States Immigration and Naturalization Service: 

(1) A passport issued by a foreign government. 

(2) A driver'S license issued by a state other than California or 

by a Canadian or Mexican public agency authorized to issue drivers' 

licenses. 

(3) An identification card issued by a state other than California. 

(4) An identification card issued by any branch of the armed 

forces of the United States. 

Comment. Section 2511 is amended to delete the reference to 
Section 2450 found in the introductory clause of Section 2511. Section 
2450 has been repealed and replaced by a new section given the same 
number. 
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