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Nemorandum 77-~ 

Subject: Stud·y·.77.100 - Nonprofit Corporations (Religious Corporations) 

Attached is a copy of a letter fr.om Ralph K. Helge, Pasadena law

.yer, concerning the application of .the new Nonprofit Corporation Law to 

. reli~ious cor,porations •. We think the lett.er brln~sup 1\ point that 

merits serious consideration by the. Commission. 

IIr. Helg,e first suggests that tJ;!e .. prov.ision r.elating to the. ap

plication of the new law to religious. co.rporations should be revi,sed so 

.that the burden is, .not on the person seeking to ayoid the .application of 

a pa,:ticular provisiofl of the new la,w to establi~h~hat thE< a!,plication 

of the o~ovision to a religious corpor.a,t~on would be un~ons,~itutional 
" '," . - .' -'"'" 

under the Cqnstitution of the United State~ or the Cons.titl1tion of this 

state. Although the staff does not recommend that this revision. be 

made, it could be accomplished by revising Section 5211 of the proposed 

legislatio.n to read: 

5211. The provisions of this divisiqn~~ He~ apply to a non
p'rofit corporation organized for reUg'ious pl1rposes only to the 
extent that such application would be Hftee~8~~H~~efta~ constitu
tional under the Constitution of the United State.s n.r the Consti
tution of this state. 

We believe that this revision would place the burden on the person seek

ing to have the provision appUed to' a religious corporstion to estab

lish that the application of the provision would be constitutional. 

Under the language of Section 5211 as' the section was approy!'d by the 
: r '! '. " ~, . 

Commission, the burden would be on the person seeking to avoid the .. 
application of the provision to establish that the application of the 

provision to a religious corporation would be unconstitutional. 
. . , 

The Comment to Sec tion 5211 reads: 

Comment. Section 5211 recognizes that the First Amendment to 
the United States Constitution may limit ·the extent to which the 
s.tate may regulate .religous or~anizations wh!!re .!!.cclesiastical mat
ters are concerned. See,;~ Serbian Eastern Orthodox ~iocese 
for the United States ~ Canada !..:. MilivojeV'i'ch, 96 S. Ct'.2,372 
(1976). See also' Cal. Const., Art. I, § 4 (religious freedom). 
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The suggested revision of Mr. Helge noted above represents his view 

as to the minimum required. lie would prefer that a separate statute be 

drafted for religious corporations so that the law would be clear as to 

what requirements apply to religious corporations (rather than the situ

ation that will exist under the neW law where there will be uncertainty 

as to which provisions constitutionaliy apply to religious corporations). 

See his letter for further discussion. There may be merit to this sug

p;estion, but it would s"eem premature to devote any resources to drafting 

a separate s"tatute for religious corporations before the general non

profit corporationl\:iw nas been enacted. We do not know what changes 

will be made in the proposed legislation' before its enactment and, if 

the Commission were to propose "a separate statute' for religious corpora

tions,- it would appear des1rabUi' ('ha'l: the statute conform to the general 

nonprofit' corpotation law as enacted to the exten't possible. An addi

tional problein is that the extent to which any statute could be made 

applicable to religious corporations is not entirely clear under the 

United States Supreme Court decision so we probably cannot provide the 

certainty Mr. Helge desires even if we prepare a separate statute. 

Section 5il1~ as approved by the Commission, takes the same ap

proach'as Section 7106 of the Pennsylvsnia Nonprofit Corporation Law of 

1972. See Exhibit 2 (attached). 

The New York scheme is more complex. Attached as Exhibit 3 are 

relevant p~rt:i.ons of the "ew York Religious Corporations Law. The key 

section i~ Section 2-b (set outi~' E~hibit 3) which indicat~B, the scope 

of appl:ication oi t'he general New York not-for-p.r0fitforporat~ol). law to 

religious corporations. You should read that section. The Table of 

Contents" of th" New York Religious Corporations Law (dso set out in 

Exhibit 3) indicates the extensive nature of the special provisions 

applicable to particular religious denominations. !~e have set out 

Article 19 (relating to Unitarian and Universalist Societies) in Exhibit 

3 to illustrate the nature of the special provisions applicable to 

particular denominations. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John H. DeMoully 
Executive Secretary 
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1tANLltV .. ; RACE" 
'AL~H iii. HeLOt 
fOJtro~ M, O ..... ON 

IXJID1T 1 
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Rader, Helge & GerSon 
AHorneys at Law 

Grosvenor Plaza, Suite 540 
150 South Los Robles Avenue 

P88sdena, CaUfornls91101 
Telephone(2It1I1W-1I38O 

Pebr,!1aty 7, 1977 

Mr., JohnS. ~lly 
e.Ufornl. La. RevisiOn C __ ittee 
Stanford Law SChOOl ' 
stllnfard,Cal1fornia 94305 

Dear Mr .• DeMa!1ily, -. ·"ft,·_, 

, ,GreetingaanceagainfrQil.,asadena. 
. . '. 

C~NtUJItT elf'\" oft!t'tet: 

~ttal .H~"17 

, l tr\11y reljJr,tthat otilerllattere b~ve· p~vll!lnted 
.af rdllld ir;ectincjgreatar at ~Uoril:O,.h. 81l1JgeS ted ' 

, nonprofit law •• itpertalna torelig:.tou. o~ganlz.ttons. 
Mevei:tbeleu, iftbe •• ttar ha.nQt~c_IIOO'a!!d by 
this PQtntby~ lap.a oft_ "I.woulcl,·l,lke:to oUerone 
iIOrti ~nt regardlrigtheaubject.·· .' ' .', ,~" 

In your .ptiorletter you .t.t:e4,th.tt~ .oOlllalttee 
autteated th.ta .st.l:emelft belll8ert.cl ,til·t.h. new . non .... 

. prt;Utc<>rpotlltion la. to the ef~~ttllatl:b.aam.Would 
ncn.' btl applicable tateligiou., otgaJi:lntlonsto the ea
t.itt th.l:it.s applicaUaftwo\11dbeptohUdte. by the 
rederal o~.tat.e~I\'tit!1Hon •• , 1trl11y f.el,.Mr .0.
Moully, aft", con.idiratiOnaJld reU.ecUOftt;hatthls . 
is not r .. u.:y .justllClluUOnof tbe .. 'tter. 

My re.aon •• rethatintbe fintirtat;ance, I feel 
that cburcbes will. be th.~s1c.propoMnta of this ex
dPUon. 'Tba~ .ol.bunt .... nd.t th~, .. ~lIIpUon wq.ild or 
.CQgld.be~t(ue4.a, beJD9<.1cln·~jclOn.te~tn9 th.t the 
partiCUlar .prQV'i.ionw..UtlWaitit,tf\.lpnal.;.'fhttrefore , . 
th8. re.ult:.wo\l~dbe· th.t tbepropol'ltnt. would btl faced 
withoverc:olllitl" the pr,iwapUon that a Uagialative act 
is' constitutional. 

At lIIinimu., it would a ••• that sOlIe additional state
ment ahould be added that 8uch a pr.suaption should not 
be invoked against a proponent of' the exemption. This 
statement would be semewhat akin to the general legis~ 

. ' .. 
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Mr . John H. OeMoully 
'ebruary 7, .1977 .•• ,.2 
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Mr. John H. DeMoul1y 
February 7, 1977 
Page 3 

The committee l • consideration of the foregoing would 
be truly appreciated. Alao,lfOu1d.you p1e •• e aavise 
aa totha legislative at~tute. of the prepared 1.w? 

RkIIlcc 



MeJDorsndum 77-9 

Exhibit. 2 

Pennaylvan1a ftonproflt Corporation Law of 1972 ---

§ 7106. Subordination of ,oart to ClLlllllllaw 
If and to the extent cnnon law :tIJplica!ilc b a corporation in

cotporated for rdlgiOlI~ purpo"lr.!'< ~hrill st.'t forth pnl\'i:-;iotl5 reiating 
to th(! gfJ"Nllmrnt <111([ rq.~u1aLt(1n (Jf the affair:.: [)f the l'orporation 
which tire inl'nl1~h:,t(,1I1 with the pr(1vi ... iHH:-:; of this part 011 the sam r· 

~ub;rd! the pt~rvjsjnns of c!nnll bw ~half {'(Jrltrnl to the f':lI:tcnl", illHt 

only to the rxtC'flt, t('q1l1H'd by the (·onc:.tittlliou of the Unite.l 
St3tC9 or the Constitution of l'{'nn~ylvaHii1, or hoth. 



Memorandum 77-9 Exhibit 3 

.t.ll( 
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§ 2 RELIGIOUS CORPORATIONS LAW 

... """'$10lIl 
A "Relil/oul CarporaUohl Law oorporaUon" ill a "'rporailon .nated 

tor mil/wI ~ to whlcb thll eluipter .\>!Ill .. under _Uon tw .... of 
thl. ehaplAlr. Unleu Ib, "'bled otherwlH requlrll, 1I,henew!l' "reU,loUi 
oorporatlOl1~ or "oorporatlon" I. uled In thll ob.pter, woh term ahall 
mMll. "Relltlous CarporaU01I. Law oorporation". 

[S" _110 wI .. ",~ 1M 'rk' of "Cftd, ,Af,d 
Gild fOllrlil tarl.] 

AI_ded 1..11173, .. 829, 11. 
1171 A •• U.o.t. 1.11118. e. 8211, 

I 1. ell. I!opt. 1. tllT8. In tIM f1r11 
pa.., .. ,b, o.,,"tlt.ted «Ron,toul 
Oo", ... tIeu Llw" tar IInu,lowtt. 
ud urotldld tbl! "nlla\oIIl ... ".,1· 
tloa,r or 'WM1tOf'Il.tkm" .haU DlIUI • 
~RoI1cIODI Oo". .. ticUI tow Oorpo· 
.. tIcu~ In IbIa obopt .. ulliua,lh ...... 
Int 1'1\1.1... atbo""H. 

__ ~tur""""............... " . 
I. ~IIIIU. .. ...... 1I0.i-4t.,1Il' • 

......... 10 . 
'l'IIoaab _. Pu_ 01 • .. ... . 

bo,::=~ .......... tIco ..., 1M .IIP ... • 
P....... bloIadld .. tu .. tIoaa .1 ... . 
DI\04II oorpllratloll, • orillell dItt\Joe. 
tIoII .lIIta 1IeI_ .... ao". .. IIou. 
... t1wN .r. _ra .... tll ..... 
troll .... ::.:,:r. .. t1 ... thll ........ 
. Jlot 1M U paHDiloiblt, "". 
dn 0aIIIt. kit. 1. I 8, .... ...u.Iou • 
.... tIH. AIIPUoaticl1 01 BullIe BrI· 
.. tile IJlrIdIt OlIn a..'!...18II8, II 
MIoe.IId .... , no H.Y.1IJId 1rlV. ' 

PropoMII _ .. tIoI1 IIIr pu_., 
'IIIIOIIJ otII ... , 01 J! ..... ulptlq UG 
pl'lllDtlQ • Ipirl I eolt, buIoaIl1 
ftIItIou III pur,.... wh... malo. 
IIIIIaIImt _ ..... tllll' ttllalau 14 .. .-r ...... to 1M Ja ..... 01 .... 
IIIIou ... poratlol1 ud h_ .boaId 
!lOt Ito _,po .. tId ..... 1 .. ltorolllp 
.. ".ratica. lei. . 

DIiIIIIIaII.- ,u»II IIeIw_ ... arab 
.. NI\ahNII .. ". .. tIoD ud alia ... u 

..• k AppllaUIIID 
." TbIa ehapAr aPllo. (I) to ..." eorporatlOl1 bentotore or tm.fter 
fOl'lMl1 uader thla ellaplei, ud (h) to ..." eorporatlcm torm.d UIIelll' 
aay othu .tatale or .JIIGIaI uI of tllia .tale wblitk woaIcl, If It were to 
befOl'lMl1 _ully Ubelll' lbe IaWl of thla ltale, be formed IIIIdlll' thla 
eIIIpter, ud h) to ..., oorpontiOl1 fO!'lllld IIIIderla.,. other than tbe 
.tatulAla of thlJ .tale whlelt \I .uthoriHd 10 _ctnet or wblah _cluda 
ultritl .. In 11111 .tale eel whleh woaIcl, It It wen to be formed ear
_tlr undir tI" Iawl of thIa ltale, be torm.d nDder thla ehapter • 
.u.w L.1D11, a. 968, II, .n. 8ept.1, 1m.· c'. . . . 
LIWa" ftl._·. . 
~ 1Ioal.1I" ...... 
0.:.1. ItoIliIotIt lIoalotlH II .. 10-

a 



.RmJOIOUS CORPORATIONS LAW t 2-b 
..... AnUaa1II1itr of .... 'or-pnflt oorpctr ..... 1n 
1. Tb. 1IOt.r .... profll eG\1IOlIItion Ia. appUn to emt fOrpoNtlon to 

.hleh thil ehap'tv appl .... prondid thai! 
C.) 1l r.II1 ProrIIIim of the I1OWOl'profIt eol'JlONl.loll I.. eonfllett 

.1111 any pmUIon 01 till •• hapter, tIW ~Ioo 01 Ibla ehapter .lIall 
pnoll .na the _tllatta, protialOn 01 lb. DOt-for-profll ~tIon 
Ia •• 1IaI1 not all1l1Y III Illell _ If .. yllt'O\'lllon of IIIIa ellapler ntalM 
to • mailtr tmlilietd In th. nol-f_J!ftItil \!OI'POfttlon law bulla not ill 
_filet th.tlwtth botll ~onl IluIU apply. . 

, (b) A eorpanI&n to wll\eh the noI-for-plOflt \!OI'POfttioll law It maO 
apPIleablt t:T IlIla 1 .. 11on IlbaU lit tNatld u a MOOrporatloo", udOlllNtle 
eorporaUon , or "fonbra \!OI'POfttlon" u lull Itrmt IN lItId In thi_
for-profit ~tlon law, I"-Ilhet lhe J111J1IOIIII torwlllall lilY ilIah 
corpoNtIon IuiI been or may he formed under 11111 chapter allaU not Ib_ 
by be uttnded. .. .. 

(e) '1'bI tol1owtnr proyilioni of lb. not-I_profit corporation law 
.helf nol a! to N11c1- eorporIllonl: mbntrqraplul (1) and (8) of 
perqraph a of _lion one hundNd. ... 1 ..... MIllon on. mitred 
thlrlHn, • n Ollt hllndNd. lotIritta, _11011 two hlladNoi OM, _lion 
Ihm .lIadNd thraI, _lion Ibm bundred lI .. , artiilt fOllr _pi _ 
lion four .undred one. lhel portion of _lIoin tift hundred .I ... a (b) 
whlah read. ''Ihell dlrtel thalnotle. of the .ppllution he Pftll tmJ!IIP~ 

. I, to the altomll1 ~~ I!,d'j _lion Ita hundred fI .... J _tlon lib baa
dred _I Hlltloli .1. hunlltld allll',1 NOtion ,"ht bundred four. arllelt 
nlnl, artlele len ~ I. JII01:IcIId In_lion .la'ttll IIundred f1ftat11, 
_11OfI eIe'ttn btlndrt4i two, a!!d Irtlele fourtHn uetpllJll'lll'flipb (.) 
(.) of _lion fOllrlHn .undNd. on..· . . 

'(d) Any rtlm_1n Ih' no~f01'oprotlt ecrporalilln I.w 10 lilt d.lI .... 1'1 
of .ny eertltlealt or otller In.lrunillbi to lilt· d.l!Vbntnt 01 .tal. for 
fill .. Nlert to lilt fill. or NOOrdlnr th.nor In Ib, offlca of tilt altrlr 
oOlie _nlyl. which tilt eorporatlOn Ian lit prinelpal offlet or pllH . 
of wortlalp or othtrwlae Ii proYldtd in tbl. o •• pler. .. 

2. Every I!OJ1IOratioll to ..... Iell I •• not-fol'profll eorporatlan law Ie 
made Ipplleablt by tbl. _lion It Il I,.,. B ooJ1lOration for all purpotH 
of that IIIw. .. . . 

8. JI'rom and alter lb •• UtllI .. data 01 lilia _tin the muma1 00,," 
l'OI'aliOll law lball not appl, to any oorporallon to willeit ilIII ellapitr 
appll... . . 
... For the ptltpMe 01 II!III _lion and ,I_her. III thl. ebapler the 

.'flltlvt date Of Ilia no~for-proflt oorporallvl1 I .. " u to eorporallaill to 
wblell the ~for-pronl ecrporallon law I, made applltableb, thta._ 
tlon .ball be B~mbtr lIrtt, IIlDeittn lIalldred ..,..my.two, . 
Addtd L.1W1, a. eM, I a, 1ft. BtpI. 1,1012. 
LI.....,.r ... _ 

R.U ...... 8ooI1d ...... 
O.J.a. 1111Il10.. IIceIotlft II .... 10.·.·, ' .".: 

7 
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RBlJQlOUB CORPORATIONS LAW • § 402 

.ARTICLE 19-i1NtTARtAN ANn tlNIVERSALIB'l' BOCIIll'1'U!:8 
(NEW) 

S .... 
~;. AppUaaUon of artlrllt. 
'lOt. llU!orpor&llo11 of u 1IlIlnoorporat.d IOOIety. 

, _ M .. tflll tor 1nooi'PO"UOD of unincorporatacl IOCII •• ,.. 
-&08. Cerilflote of In • .orporatlon. 
~ :r-.tlonot .. nw lOOt.!,.. 
_ ~'l' tton aremtllll corporal1on. 
i08. ,TIDt' , " and Mila, of corporal. meetlDp. 
401. . eel,,",1 of_ben aad yolen. ' 
a. 
~. Minlalerl. 
QO. B,.-1&_ m. Rial ntate. 
Q2. ltll'lU &lid oolllOlldation. 
418. DIuOIutloil. 
~.. AlIiead_t. 

AttWe IUIdod L.1088, .. 1811, oU. 
:.. .. 18, 111!18. 

• too, AppllcaMmr of &rtIctl, 
1. ,'1'hiI artlol, appllea to relll[ioul IIOOI.U81 whlab are ~ben of tile 

tTnliilrlall VII;vmalr.t Auo.1&tlon II lhe time of luonrporallOll'IIII4er 
thll artiel.., ,.,' , 

TIui lerm "Ioolelr' Inolud .. abur.hes and feUOWIhlpa. . 
.. ' '. ,I 

2. IlIOOl'JIGratlon und IHhla artiel. d_ not collfer 1".1, ..,!ealutlnl 
ordemnnin.t\onll autbor\tr upon lhe Unitarian Unlnl'lllilll.lWloellUon 
In ,_peel 10, thllocletln eo Inoorporated. ' : ' , 

a. The 1.IIIlera1 pn.Tlllou or tIIll ohapter eIIall be lI)IJllIoable 01117 In 
u.o., elroulIIalano .. wbere Ih. 11_1110111 of Ibla artlcl. ito not appl,.. 
Added LlIl8B, o. 163, eft. June 18, 11188. ' , , 

.. ""'" "-. ,."- ",.' " 

• '",4IL lDGOI'lICII'ItIDIl .t 1IIl·~.ooIetr ' 
""Anr f.iw _ber. of an uninootplll'ated rell&\mu1 oo,;~y, who iUS of 
filII age, may'aaU'" meattnglor tlnt.'J>\Il'IJ088 01'. lneorporaUlllllloh _I.
tyunder thla utlol.. The J:loti.e of '11Iob _11111 lball h. mait.d at 
I ... t tonrteen da)'ll prilli' t. the dAte of tho m •• ttng. The nott ••• hll 
.lala In rub.t8nce Ib.t n meeting of the un\~.Q!l'."rnted _1.ly wUl be 
beld 81 • IplOlfiod pi ... , day Bud hoUr for lru;' PitiPOH Of 'Ifu!IIrponUq 
the IOOIet"1.!1eotlne :_le6O aut! 1G18<l1I~.g • eGrporate nam •• 
Added L.llfoD, •. 763, eff. Jun. 16, iDes. 

I 601. Mlltiul fu in:lfItV.ffotlC!i o~ unlJ:aorp4fltad IOI1lntr 
AI • meotlll¥ for bwui'0raUon held pUl'SWIui 10 _Ikon lulU' hun

dred on., tbe qualified yawn, Ul1m olh" .. ,1ae d .. lded 81 h ...... fter pr0-
vided, .ball be atl pe1'!l0l11 of full egB who are momb .... of Ih. unln-, 
oorporated .... lot1 .... oroln!! 10 II. Nt •• or uug •• , for at teul one 7l1li' 
prior to the me.ting or lin •• II wu form ed. 

AI Inob meetilll Ihe I'''''''' .... of • InaJotll" of ouoh quail fled vOter., 
In perIOlI, Itt tellSl II~ In hUIl1lie1-, .blf be nocena.,\' to oOllllllute .. 
quorum, and .11 matt... or '1 ... UOIII shall be de.lded h, • majorlly 
of the qua/Ilied vat ... voting tbueon. The m •• tlng shalt be IIIIlIed to 
ord.r by 0"" "f th. _\gnen of tb •• ~II. '!'hue oItall be oIlOlecl at auob 

100Id"rr.t" 81 

) 



1402 RIlLlGIOUB CORPORATIONS LAW 

_tlq, bum tho quautied yotera Iblll v-tj • pruldlq of&,,! • 
,llrk to keep lb. I'8OOrd of tbe proaoedllll!l ol III. mHilur aIId two 111· 
IptOtol'l of .1t1tlon 10 _oln Ib, kUoe.. out. Th. P1'lll1dlqo ol&er 
and tb, IIII1J111Ion I4aIl doolde the mull of Ib, ballola ... 1 011 1111 
matltr, aad .ball be Ut. ja. ot ill. qwilltJ.eatlOllI ot the "olere. 

U tha _11lJi .balt deoidl Ihai lu.h unlnoorporaltd _leIy aball be
_ lIIoorporatiod tM m~1II« .baIi tJlIO deoid. Upoll Ut. _ of the 
p~ .orpo.raUOI1, the number of the tru.ten Ihenol, wblob .ball 
b. noll_ Uian three And aot I!IOH Ihan twl1vli, aad the all, aot more 
tb&D. flItNa moalba thIH.tlu, on whit" ibe first RDDual 111011011 of 
tb, trIIIt_ Ib_f than be helt!. . 

SUIb -1Inr ,ball It.ro adopt br-Itq and tb.a ,I .. t 117 haUottnIIteN 
In ueorduOll with, the proYialou of lueh 117-111 .... 

Thu .. fter, the .. f&11'I of tb ""l1IOralion ahall be .Ieoltd III aaeord. 
anot b,lb. 11,.1&.... -
Added U908, 0. 783, ,ft. .tulII 16, I1J88. 

I '01. Otrtlfioatt olll1oorporatlo!a 
(I) It the _tIq hald ptlnwmi to oeolion foUl' h1ll1ch.d two thall 

dtllde thet the tuWieorpo.rated _lely IhaU booollUl laoorporaltd, the 
)ll'llidlq ottlau of IUIh IIIIIUni' and the two iuPMIon of ,llliion 
thall _II I omlt!l!IIte IhUlled "C.,tlflcat, of Ineo~ralloll PIll'
.ud 10 arll.el. ailllteea of the RelilloU COrporall..... r.. ..... " Thla 
eut1f1I11111 .ball ltate: . 

(1) the IUlmt uf the p..poeet\ 00l" ,.JOt&tiOll, 
(II) ... latemlDi that it II a member ol tha UD!tertan Ulllv_lIat 

A.tioi!lalloD" • 
(S) th. lIumb,r .. f trIIIl_ thareo! o~ that Iha awnhtr of Il'DIteea 

.hll1 DOt b, 1111 lhall a atated mlnlmlllll l10r more thlll a lilted mu!· 
mlllll, 

(4) the 11_ aad mld.DeIi of th, trlllleH 1111111 tha first MInai 
meellq, 

(6) tbe 111'1111 of aUl .. for .... hl.b lhe tl'll.1eet "nl'I tIIJIIOllftlr .1IIt
ed, 

(61 the 00WI11', town, al11 or vilI,... La wbl,h tile prIaolpai pl ... of 
wonMp Ill' om .. I. or .. LallDded 10 bt i_ltd. 

. (bl 00 the fIl1ac and I'8OOtdJq of .!IOb ... rtiltoall th, ...-01 quail. 
ftta 10 \'Ole at _b _lIbI ud thoM JMIl'IDlII ,,110 .hAll there&tltr 
from tim, 10 lime bt qlllUtied voltrl at Iha aorporait m .. 1I1III th_ 
of ahaU b. a eorporal!on b1 lb. blllUl lilted III neb .,ril£1l111l1 aad 
the JII1'IOIUl thuelo .laled to hs .ltcted U1Yt ... of lUob _1,1, .btU b. 
the il'DlltH thereof for Ute t_ fOl' whl.' thl)' ware ntpI4IUveIt 
oleoted. aDd ualU IhtiJo ',"peolb, .""o,_n Gall be .1"1td. . 
Added WII88, e. 783, tlf. lu ... 16, 1008. . 

I "'" F_Ml. of. IIft'IOeli!tF 
FIn or IlION pveOIII of faU ... 1llA1 form .. aOrJlOl'lllOll IiDder wi 

arilel. h7 bolcUaa a -Ubtl for 1II00rp0ra1i0ll In llOOrdan.. wlth III
t10a 10111' huadnd two haruot, .t "hI.h all of Ibm Ih,U he qllAtw.d 
TOlin. If the majority III tho .. a11twilDr _b mllUq deolde.1II liTO!' 
of laoorporaliOll, ,. oartlilealtJ of 1II011l'j>11r&1ion 1W!.1 !Hi rued In &ootmI. 
all .. with ... 1108 10111' bl1ll<lted IhrM h._f. ' 
Added L.18I18, a. 783, eft. Juae18,le88. ' 

I (06. a.lMorpo,MIo& of utatIq COI'JNlnillla 
AII1 ..,..10lIl17 inoorporated 1001111. to "hl,b Ihil arll.l, 11 applloahlt, 

ma1 n-illoorpo.ralt It WIder th •. l'rovWolUl of tblI arllole. b1 the _ 
proaedun 01 forth for lnoorporailon, lubltltuting at approprlall 1'1-
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RELIGIOUS CORPORATIONS LAW § 407 
the word "I'O-lnoorporato" for "l"o"rporat.~ IIId b,. filing tho eHtlfIaat. 
oflDoorporalioo In Ih, oflle. of the _oly Glerl< I~ tbe eoIIn!, io "bteh 
III priholpal pia •• of "ol'flblp or offl •• I. 10 .. tooL NotwilholaJldlng tho 
proYillolll of ... lion lour hundred two of thil arliel., the require_til 

. ror & quorum' for tho · .... nllftl tnnoaatlon of bl1lln ... 81 •• t forth til lb. 
b,.-la", of the Hlltlnr eo.rporatlon, .ball detmntn. lb. r8lllllrlm.nta 
for & quol'lUll .t • 111 .. 11., iorrl-tlU!orporatioQ pununl to th10 ... tlon, 
Iloleu th ... lhall 1M no 'UOft proYll!on In the IOld by-I." .. In "blob _ 
th.· nquiremenll tor & quol'lUll .. I fortb In _lion tour h1llUlnld two 
&h&II....-. 

Th. ra-inOllt'JlOl'lllad .orporotlon shal! he oI .. mod a .0DllnnaUoh of the 
prn\o1UIl,. o!'plll.ad '''rpM.Uoo, but th __ fter It &hall ban oni1auu 
rlrhll and po1I'en and be lubJ.nl only 10 luch obU.-tlo ... '" aIlJ' othar 
lIOI'pOrat\on oro.tad under thl. atll.l. nlnelHn, proylded, how_r, that 
all propert,. rJPlI and lIebUlII .. of Ih. !lronoull, o .... nlnd OOrportt\OIl 
thaU hi Yeittd In Ind 1.lUmld b,. tb. ra-ineorporatad oorporalloll. Th. 
IIOrpontil b,-la". and oillo ... of 111<1 .... lnoorporatad oorporelloa &hall 
b. lb. IADI. u I ...... of It. pnd __ r lIulU oba.,.a purnanl to til • 
.. Id h,.-II_ ' . 
Added L.1988, <I. 733, amended t:..1ll12, •. 100, • 1. ..' . 
, 1m A ........ L L.im, .. 100, the pl'Oflllo.I", and In par. k...,.lal 
ell.Ap •. II, lI/tlI, I. par. kftlunlnR ."t'lt ... i"""'I\Orl.tIll" .MIII ... _ 
"_ preylouoJf In.,.rporatlll" 0<1<1111 bOll.nll. '''l'I .... .,.. .. 1. "'-Ja .... " 
•• 1_ bqlontq "NotwIth.undln, 

I '". '1'!111" II'- IIIIl ~ of tmpofl. mHtiql 
Ca) Tt.. aDaul DOrPOrat. mOIling of aver)!' _let, Inoorporeted uDder 

th1a U'Ii~I. &hall hi held ,I the limo And I'iaoo fisad b,. IIa b,.-IIWI, or 
If 110 t.lnlUnt!~. !~: IMt 10 lls:ed. thell aC • time and PI ... 10 be flnt 
filrod b,. III but 10 hi obanJ&d oul,. b, • by·I,,, adopted II ... 
Innul m .. l!ftg. 

A .patla! _porela m .. tln:r of !IllJ ... b aocI.ty rna,. ba .. !lad by 
the bOard of IruIt... thonol oa III own motion, and thaU ba oalled 
00 the wrllten lIqtlMt of ". lealt Ion 'l.aal!llad .. olera of .tIlth _1011 
lod 10 mob olb,r mBnnV u lb, by-I.". IIIIOY p~ .. rib .. 

(b) Th. notl_ of ny &nnw or lpeelallllHllnll shan 11&18 lb, Ibn. 
ancl plae. "b... It j, to be held and .h,,11 bemalledto .... h m.mhor 
InUtled to yol, lIO! 1 ... tllan Ion no. I1IOfII than .fItt,. de,. beCDn lb. 
mHIlDg. NoU .... hAn bi mailed to .aob m.mbe. At Ih •• ddrMI "hleh 
appaara on Ib, boob or rtoord. of th eorporet\on. Th. II,.-lan lillY 
JII'O'rid. for addlu...1 mil","" of rinng 0011.... . 

(0) Notl •• of .. ,r 'patlll _lInr .hall .tat. the purpc!H or ptlrpoIli 
for wbleh tb. IIIMIinI' II .. Uad Ina no b"olnou .h.n II<ItreR ... ted at. 
noh opeoIol meetl. en"" th.t _tolned In .ueh noll.e. 

(d) Any proYl.loot In lb. It.lUt. Ol' • lor-I." tbat Ii ~1t1llar .. Uon . 
•• n be takln onl1 ala mMtib% ... a1ltll for thd purpoH' lball be d_ed 
10 requJJ.i noliae of Agob JI1ll'IIOM III proYlded '" 1101 .... tlon fllllr hllll
dNd.1z. Tbil d .... bot pnolllde the tI'IIn_t1011 of other baalnM •• t 
the •• ml m .. lI., If the notlol 10 .tlm. 
Added L.1IHl8,o. 183, eft. J~D.18.1968. 

I '01. Qulin ...... of _11m l1li4 YOteII 
CI)l!:aeh Jl8f11On admItted 10 membti~hl" ~~.nt to the b,.-Io", 

Ibll 11<1 I ,nttnber of tb~ .,'rpo,..tI~n .",UI hltm.mbenhlp ,b.1l 
IIrmlulo b, death. _lgttdluD or .0 olbe:w'n pro'l'lde:) In tha Ii,-l • .,.. 

(hI En.,. me",""" of lh. 0001'<1 .hln he .nUllad to yo!, ""I ... 
oIherw1ae pronded Ia Ihe br-!o"" Evel')' YOling member oall be 
e.tltl.d·to on. vot..,Votlr.g '!hall "" In p" ..... n only ~ll~ not by proq. 
Added L.llHl8, o. 783, eff; Jun. J 6, 1968. ' 
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I 408. '1'rIIIMtII 
(al Tb aocIoty 1ll,,11 be admlnlaleHd b)' Itl tl'UlltH!. Th. truateM 

.hall be reoopo1ll161. to the lII.mbol'!!. 
(b) Th. by.;"wl lIh.tl provide for Ibe t..-m ol offio. of the trual_ 

and mlr prond. lot tha diYlawn of the tru.tHe ibto olauN. 
Added L.11188, ., 183, .ft. JIII18 16, lOllS. 

• 409, liIItlIIlnm 
ADY mlDlalll' .hall ba .all"; or ",""oved ud Ihe ealarr !lted or 

eha"pd br I .,ole of tho mtlJorlt,. of the memba"" preaanl and yoU". al 
I lJIHIiq ot IlII!b corporation ".lIed rJr that JIUI'I>OP, unt.. the by.lawl 
prnnd. oIllam ... 
Added £.11188, 6. 163, off. Juna 16, 11J63. 

,uo . .,·11.... . ("I Tba .1aI11a1 by.t ..... of • II<lOltiy .hall he adopled .t the IIIHtilIg 
for noorponotion. By.law. lilly tbereafter he amended, ,.puled or 
adopted II pnI,lded In the br·i..... l:Iul In Ihe .booe .... of .... h p_ 
nlloD, by-tawl II1&)" be anullldiHl, rapNled or adopted by a .,nIt of I ...... 
Ibl!da of th. mlmberl ptlll .. 1 and .,0I1ne a5 • -tine 01 the membel:1l 
.alled fot that P'U'JIOII, 

(h) Th. IIIhtlell •• of lny propoMd by.l.w ohllllllt ahaIl b •• toted In 
Ihl 11011". to III_bell of th. _Uug. 

(.) The br·lI.. III&Y 8«lIln .... , PtO'riIIoII NlIIlq to lb. b.wa_ . 
of the _1111, th. condu.t of Ito aff.ira .nd the rlIrhta or powen of Ita 
mlmbert, trutM. and offleen, 1101 lncootlatent with thit artIel. or 1111 
oIher appll.able .talule, 0. the •• rtllie"l. ollnoorporaliOll. 
Added L.11188, •. 183, eft JUhe lB, 196~. . 

•• u.BMl .... 
(a' A _I.t, .hall nol .~ll or mortgage any of Ita ... al ptGptrty 

without .""trlne fn, and obtAIning I .. .,. of Ih, .onrt tberefor ptlHuanl 
10 Ih, provlaione or artl.l. fI.,. of tho not·rot·prom .0rpo.aUon law. 

(b) If a .. I, or mOrigllP of an1 _I prvperl, of an, luch _lei, 
lIu hHo h ... lobrtl or ahan b. b._fie. made and a conv.,an.. or Blot..,. _uted .nd d.Uyered without tha aothorl1r of • com of 
IOlbpotent JlIriedIOtiOIl, obt.lned. u rooqulred by 11."', or 110t In aeoorcI· 
In". with Ita dlneUona. tho courl 111&1. thel'Uftar, llpob th. applloallon 
of the IIOrponotJOII, or of Ihl graet'" or IDOrIprN In an1 looh ""n.,.,.
._ or IIlIIrlcarI or of any \>II1'IIIIl e\almlne throucb or auder I0Il1 _h 
granteo 01' IIIOttpp.t u"". looh 11011 ... to guob oorporatlon, or Ita ..... 
• ,,_, and _h other pa"'." "r PI"""'" u "'.Y be IBlarHttd In 11I1Ih
property, u the eourI DUly p_rlbe; oOllflrm uJd prrnoual, eK_tnd 
_ •• 1&b •• 01' mlll'lpp, ud Md.r and dIrtot the __ 1100 and dell.,..,. 
of a _fIrmatory deed ..., moriNe, ot tb _ordlne of luob .onfimulo 
tory order 10. Ih. offloe .. hortl d...u and mo~ ... rtoorded ill the _I, In whloh Ih. prnporly 10 loo.ted; alId upoo IlOIIIpliaDOI with Ik 
eald Mder IUGh ortatnal 000 .. '000' or morlpce ohlU he u .. Ud "nd 
of lhe l&1li& loro. and .U"'\ u If il bu hHn .aeouted and d,U.necI 
.'ter dUI prootaclJ.ngI had In 10001'dU" with Ih. I .. lut. &lid the dina
&I .... of the ooarl,' 

(0' The pron.IOII. of thl •• ..uOh .ball nol .pply to ..... 1 IJroperiy 
h.r.tofortl or be_fllr ."'{ulred OIl .. ..Ie In an uti.... ot prooeiMIlnJ 
for tb. fOrMlOIIII'<I of A 1II0rtpp owned b, .. _1etJ or beld by a hllllM 
for Dr III bahalf of • _Iety or 10 _I propott,y h.Nfof:Ol'tI or horaan.r 10-
qulred by • _lot), or held by .. traat .. tor or In hehAlf of .. ooeIftty by 
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RELIGIOUS CORPORATtONS LAW § 412 
deed In U." of the £0 ... 101_ ot .. 1110",. ~W1Itd, titbit' ill wbol. or 
In part, wbeth.r ill c.rtlll.ate form or .. lh ...... I .. , b, It _Iety. 
Added L.1988, •• 183! amended L.19n, o. 9116, f 8, elf. Sepl. 1, 1972. 

luW. (I) .m •• dld L.l9T1, e. GtI6, tilted "not·fur·proflt ootpOrattoa Ia." 
I e •• ff. Sept. 1, 1IIn. L.1IITII.ublt!· f ........ ral OOtpONtIoDO I ••. • 

I 411. Ktrpr l1li4 _lIulloa 
A. la) Two or more .""I.tlot In ... ~&led unQtr thl. artl.l. ma, 

IDtar Into an err_ent for "" .... IId.lton or mll1'l"'r. No IUM agree
Dleul .ball 1m .. lid ttnl_ approm b, " I'ote of two-Ihlrdt of the 
_bera of ... h eonallttteni _Ioly pre.ent ILnd I'OlInlf .t IL _U., 
eaIled lor tbal p!U'pOM. . 

(b) AII)' lI1Ioh agreement of ruerger or ... naolldallon .ball oonliln 
aU the terml .nd conditio". lIneler wMoh II ... oonetllttenl _1.11. IU'II 
Itt he mll1'l"'d or IOnaoIld.led. 

(e) After appron' of the agreement of merpi' ~r oonlolldatlon b, 
Ib, mernb.... of tb. con.muonl .""letl .. , & •• rtlfled. of mlrpr or 
coDIOlld.tlon, entilled "CeMllleat.. of Mel'l\'er (or Consolidation) of 
; ••••. Ind •..••• into .••... (nam. of •• 0IeUOI) und .. _lion tour 
hund.red lweI"., of Ih. Rellglolls Corpurallon. La,," .h_ll b. .lImed 
..,d Yerlfled ill heboll of _h ""lIIlI\u.,,1 aoolel, Illd .hall b. 11Ied 
In the olll. of the eoenly el.rk In tho c."oly In whlah tho otttllla_te 
of lnoorpcll'lilon of .lOb oonlllltteni _Ioly "II orlglnalJ, flied. 8m 
atriilinte .h_1l Hi forth: 

(1) The ..".omlnl of '!!err" or _.olldatldn, and! In the .... of 
coDaoUdallon, ..,., II_temant I'IIIInlred to b. In • oert noat.. of 1_
porallon flied punolnl 10 HOUon IOItl' it"ndred th ... of tbll ArtI.I. 
Whl.b I. nol oonlllot<! in luoh agreement . 

(2) The dali and pi ... of fll!ng of lh, oertlflailla of Inoorpol'ltlon 
of eoeh conrttltttoni _iot,.. . . 

(3) A .lItemul 1/1 10 due oompilAaco w!t~ lb. prmoliion. of Itt~ 
notion Ca) of I~JI noUon II to appro.al of tho ftlJ1'Hmant b, Ibe mam· 
ben of the oon.lltuBnt _I.U ..... 

(d) The mel'Jll!r or .oo.QUddlon IhaU be eff .. te<l upon Ib. fill ... 
of Ihl certlfl •• te d4llllrlbtd In .u~ • ..,lIoil (0) aboYe. Whea .oeb 
merger or oonooUdatiOll hI. b..,,, .n •• ted:. . 

(1) 8ueh lunlnnr o •• 0naolldBled OOl'JIOrtlUrn .ball Ib_ft.r, In 
I.OGl'don .. wllb Ito •• rllfloat. of Ino"rp!!I'aU"O .1 IllIered or "II~ 
Ilibed b, lb. merro' or llOnl!OlIdatlon, poIIIIl aU lb. ilO"Orl of uab 
of tb. eolllilluillt 1OO1.li ..... 

(2) All the property ot ... h of lb •• 0nIUtuOll! ooe!etiee Ihlll .011 
Itt .uGh IlII'I'iting or ."lUIOlldaled loolel? "Itbont fllrtUr 101 or deed. 

(3) The .uninng or _lId.1ed _l.ty Iblll IIInllll and 1m lIabl. 
lor aU lba obU,.llGnl of &&0" ., tb. ooruUto.nl W<!ltUlL No oblln
lion dUI or to beoomo duo, dalm or domand for any •• UII .rl.trnjf 
agalnll "", luob .""lot1 .b.ll h. ,..,I .... d or imp.ll'f!d b, • .,.b m ..... 
or conlOJldaUon. Any .. Hon or pl'Oll....ting Ih.n pondlng b, or IIfIwt 
IOJI .lIob <lGuatlltt.nl _1011 mAy bo ontot'llod, proaeeuted, oUled. or 
eompromleed II It .u~b metgl!r or ,olllolld.Uon h~d not oaonrred, or 
IOU lamnl18' of oonlOlLda,od .... I*ty mil! be lubolltttted la lOeh ao
tlon or J!IIOlt! prooeedlng Itt pilUle of "'y oonlHluent loalel,. 

(t) In the ..... of •• ne''llu, tho •• rllfl •• t. of Inoorporatlon 01 t&. 
IOmnng .oat.l, Ib.U b. automatl •• lIy amended to tb~ latent. If au" 
thai ehtJ\IfGI la It. OIrtlfloa!. 0' lneofporation ..,.. III forlh In th. plan 

. of mlrpr; Ind. in th ....... ,,2 • ooDlolldntlon. the .t3l1l11ento .. I fortll 
In th. urllfle.te cf conlOlldoUon and whl.b arB required or pll'tllUted 
to be tet forth 10 a .ertlflolto of In,orporatlon of 8 oool.ty under thIo 
arll.l •• blU b. III .orllf! •• !. of Incorporation. . . 

B. If. 1001e11. lnoorponltd un~.r thlo arllolo, d .. lrot to .onlOHdale 
wltb • reHgloUl eorporatJon o'll'in!zed ood,r Any otbor orii.l. 01 thla 
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;,hapler, .... !ion thh'te.n of tbl. ,hapler .hAn appl); pro.lded, ho,,· 
Iver/ that In. Unitarian U"I •• , .. lio' A,_laUon .hat! b. give" nol1". 
of Ine petition to the Il1p.e"", ""uri mad. In tblo oonlilollon, and Ihall 
hay. tlie prlrll".. of appearing '11 lb. ! • ...,.,Hdlnp, a1lhlltllh ill oon· 
18l1t to Ibl _lIdaUon Ih.1I Dol ba required. 
Added L.11lll8, o. 763, eft. JUDI 16, 1988. 

• '11. DIIIol'llttoll 
(a) Whne .. r tw~thlrdo of Ih. yoUng ""lnllero of the 1001.'7, )JftI

Inl .1" _U .... Ued for ih.t purpo18, d .. lda to dluol .. lb •• orpo .... 
lion, tb.7 m17, by It. dul,y ,I .. tad "ffloon or hual_ or Inob IIpntw 
at tna7 Ii. ,I.oted at auoh m .. Ung, Ill" k •• petition j 0 tho "uprome ""uri 
for Illi order ot dl_!uUob. 

(b) Slich petition .hall .lale: 
(1) Tb. partl<IUlar 'O&IOn, .>' O&u", wby d!_luUoli I. IIOUIbL 
(2) Tho lo .. l!o~, .xtent ~ttd •• Umatad valu. of tb. property of tbo 

.... 1.1y. 
(1I) Th. partloulu obj .. t .,. I»1rp!lil!! to "hi.h It II propond to 

d.volo 8..,. lurpha of tho PMl<lOlta. of Inoh I'l'Oparty, iuoh P1.U')lOHI to 
b, con.lllonl with the lIanmd purpo ... Df ill. UnitariAn Uni •• roaUot 
Auoollatlon. 

(4) The dUI oompllano, with the prorioiolll! of thla _1I0Il .. to tho 
authorlu.i1on of tb.a rili~ of tb. _arlm.at. of amondment. 

(e) Copy of tho pellllOn .hit b. moll.1 10 .U m.mb.ro of tb. eor· 
poration and .hall Ii. I'ubliohed at leu! on.~ In a "."'.papar of genll'lll 
clrolll&t1on In the counly .. here th~ IIOOI.ty I. load"". 

(d) A (!Opy of tho petition .ItaU .1"" b. lnAlIed, by rwlatered mall, 
to tho Uttliarlan Univeroali.t A •• ""IQUon. Th. <I11illOlutIon .hall not 
Hl\lllre tho 001UM1I1 or lb. Unitarian tlrol.o .... H.t A ...... l&lioll. but lb. 
Unllmall Un!,"ro.II,! A...,.,iaUoli an.1i nBVe 8 right to b. hurd In 
the proeeedingi. 

(a) Prool of tb. MU ... required by aubdlvllloni (oj and (d) hereof 
.ball be fUed "Uk tho .upnm. (!Ouri and no hearing on tb, pelltion 
,hall bl h.ld by th. Jupremo oOdrl U1JUI fOdr ",.ok. have olapaM .itar 
the glYI .. of aU .neh 110110 ... 

(f) Upon conoldaration of tb. pollUon p .... nl.d to tho court, and 
aftar a..,. hearing whl.h tbe courl may In III d!I ..... t\on dellm to be 
n_ary or appropriate to determine any f",,11 pertlbOol to Ih. rellof 
requ .. tad In the petition, the oourt may order lb. d!lIIIOlution of Iho 
.... I.lyl Ind for Ihat pU.".,.8 and upon .u.h term. and cond!tlon. 
dHmtd3P ropriAto .rder And dlrool a .. Ie and oon'"78DOO of aU7 and 
all I.'~ Iiolonging to Inob "odel,.. Aft.r prondlng fo, the ........ 
talntng &1\ po)'lllint of Ih. d.bll of the .001111 and the noooou.ry OOlta 
and oxp4tftlll of onoh .al. Illtd prncM!dlnp lor dillolutlon\ the oourl 
lilly dlrool any IllJ1Ilul of the proooodo 0' luch .. I. roma nlng att .. 
Plying Inoh doble, _I. and eXJlIlII"', to b. devut.d and appll.d to 
any lneb rollgloua, bonnolent, .dllmlon.1 or oh,rtt,ble obJ .. to or pul'-1'..... con.lobn! wUh tb. pn ..... 1 ptIl'POIIM 01 th~ U .Harlan U nl •• ,.. 
.. 1111 AMoolatlon &I the pat! Unnen may IIIIIr"I and Ih. court rna)'· 
approve. 
Added L.1988, e. 163. elf. Jane 16, 1988. .~. 

I "1'. Mllldm .. , 
A 1001017 lIIay amolld It •• ortlfl •• t. of inoorporallon at abY lime 

proYldod thll .... b Amendment oanlaln. 0111, ouo' pronlte", u milrht 
b. JIl'Operly contained In an orljrinal •• rtlf, ... t. of In.orponUon flIed 
al Ih. Urn. of makinlf lucb amendm.n!. Any luoh amendmenl muot 
be authorized by volo or two Ihlrdo of tho member. of tho I.ol.ty 
pr ... nl And v"Ung al , meellng ""lied fnr tbat purpo... A •• rilfi.ato 
amondlng Ih. ""rllfteato of In.,,rpomlion ,hall bo signed and verified 
by the p_ldonl or chaltln .. of lbe board of tml!e.s, .han b. filed 
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In th. """ manner .. an orilloal •• rlll!e.te of inoorporatlon and .ball 
ooolain lb. followIng: 

(1) Tb. name of Ih. _1.ly and, If il h •• bNo changed, tb, n..". 
under whloh It "'d orI«i1Ulli1lnoorporaltd. 

(2) Tb. d.to and pI ... of flUng of ih. original certlfl.ato of In
eorpor.U01I and &til luhHQ.unt amendment. lhoreto, 

(3) Eaoh Imudmonl .fleolod thereby. 
(40) A IIltemeni 6' to due oompllanot wltb tb, provl.1nol In thla 

tlliion .. to tb •• albortulion of tli. lUb" of the fOrUflo.te of amend
mant. 
Added L.1988, •. 163, eff. Junele, 1068. 
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