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Third Suppleuent to MemoraDd\llll 72-S4 

SubJect: Schedule of Work on Topics 

It has been cuatomary, aDd. I believe useful, to review tbe status of 

the variOl18 topics an our calendar of topics at tbe IIHtir18 when tbe Annual 

Report and J3udiet are considered. 

The followiDJ 111 the statu ot each topic on OlD' calendar. 

23 - CODfil'lllation--Part1tion S!l!. 

We have retained II consultant on thill topic (Elmore) aad .boIll.d nceive 
the background atudy within II 1H1" or ao. 

<p - Blcbeatj Uncla1llled PropertY 

Work on topic completed. Topic.boul.d be dJoopped. See .taff draft of 
Annual Report. 

39 • Child cu!toSy and Re!ttad Matter. 

We have received IUl initial atudJ on thi_ topic. Btllib' wa. lonll14e:ed, 
aDd CCIDIDi .. ion determined II ~ cOlllpl' ..... 1v •• t~ waa at.dad. '1'apie vae 
expanded by 1972 Legislature, and coal\lltut (1IocSeu.t.r) i. Jll'1PU'ir18 an 
additional study on ODe &apec'!; (adoptioD) of ,!;be '!;opic. We expect to reeetve 
the study within DeXt;year or 10. 

36 • CoDdemn·t1oll Law aDd Proce4u!'e 

You are aware of the statu of this topic. Por senwal 411cua1l1OD, Me 
staff draft of Annual Report. 

39 • Creditor_' Remedies 

You are aware of the statu of th1l topic. Por seaeral 41acusaioa, ... 
staff draft of Anrlual Report. 

,~ • Fictit10ue Buaiael. Names 

Work 011 topic ccmpleted. 'lopic lbould be dropped. See ltaff draft of 
ADuual Report. 
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41 - Modification of Contracts in Writing 

staff-written backgrOUlld study will be published in next iS81Je of Baltill8s 
Law Journal. 

52 - Sovereign Immunity 

Continued on calendar for study of additional areas or new developmentl. 

63 • EVidence Code 

Continued on calendar for study ot new developments. 

65 - Inverse Condemnation 

Background study (six parts) covering MD¥ aspeoU of 1DverH liability 
bas been publisbed in various lav reviews and republished by Cc.lislion. Our 
conllul:tant (Van Alstyne) is preparing a ItwV on certain procedural aspects ot 
inverse condemnation, and ve expect to receive thtll IItudy within the next six 
IIIODths. We made a contract for a bacItaround study OIl nuiaance liabWty, bUt 
consultant (Van Alstyne) is holding up work on thill st\Jd1 until we uk him to 
go &bead on it. 

66 - Quaai-Community ptopettl 

Work on topic completed. Topic should be dropped. See ltaff draft ot 
Annual Report. 

67 • Unincorporated Associations 

Work on topic substant1all.Y completed. At one t1llle had planned to prepare 
a rec_ndation on the rule. governing liability of unincorporated .. IOCU­
tion8, but it ill 10 unl1ltel.Y tbat we vill ever consider this pt'oblem tbat tba 
statt rBCOIIIDSnds that tile topic be dropped !rca caleDliar. See statt dratt of 
Annual Report. 

69 - Powers of Appointment 

Work on topic completed. Topic should be dropped. See staff draft of 
Annual Report. 

19 - Arbitration 

Authorized tor study. We retained a consultant (Feldllan), bUt be Dever 
produced a background study. Judicial C01.IDCil bas major stu/lJr goine OIl this 
topiC, and staff believes it would be a mistake to duplicate work of Judicial 
Council and that work on topic be deterred tor next tew years. 
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71 - Joinder of Causes of Action; Counterclaims and Cross-Complaints 

Work substantially completed. There are seversl aspects of tile topics 
tbat m1glIt merit further consideration: (1) caapulsOl')' JoiDder ot causel ot 
action b,y plaintiff, (2) separate statement ot causes ot action. However, 
the staff believes that both are controversial and are not of sufficient 
illlpOl'tance to merit the time they would take to consider. We will Deed to 
continue topic on 0\Ir calendar tor a tew years to be sure there are DO "buss" 
in the gene!l'al revision of pleadtBg Jay enacted upon 0\Ir recOIIIIIIendation. 

72 - Liquidated IJama&es in Contracts 

Background study prepared b,y consultBllt (Sweet) has been published in 
California Law Review. Staff believes tbat COIIIID1ssion should try to work 
thiB topic into its meetill8 schedule as soon as possible. 

15 - R1s4t of Nonresident Aliens to Inherit 

Consul tent (Berton) has produced rollSh draft ot background study, but 
we are unable to get her to fix date when she will deliver tiDal draft. A 
law review note on this problem was published in the most recent issue of 
the Pacttic Law Journal; the article was written at lItf 8URCstion. 

17 - Bonprofit Corporations Law 

The Commission bas decided to deter work on this topic at lealt until 
such time as the work on the maJor topici (creditors' remedies and condemne­
tion) is substantially completed. Topic authorized tor Itudy in 1970. 

]8 - Disposition of TeDllllt'. Abandoned PrOl?!rty 

We expect to receive the background stUdy on this topic from 0\Ir 
consultant (Friedentbal) within the next IIIOIlth or so. Call1li88iOll baa 
directed that this topic be placed on agenda when. backgrOUDd Itudy com­
pleted. 

79 - Parol Evidence Rule 

Authorized (1971) but no consultant obtained. 

eo - PreJndW"!'lt Interest in Civil Actions 

Authorized (1971) but no consultant obtained. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John B. DeMoully 
Executive Secretary 


