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4/16/65 

Memorand~ 65-22 

Subject: Evidence Code 

Senator Cobey has forwarded to the Commission the attached 

letter. The letter suggests that consideration be given to 

including in the proposed Evidence Code a special privilege for 

social workers or at least for social workers engaged in adoption 

proceedings. 

What disposition does the Commission wish to make of this 

matter? Obviously, it is not possible to include a new privilege 

in the Evidence Code at the current session. It would be possible, 

however, to undertake to study this matter with a view to making 

a recommendation to the 1967 legislative session. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John H. DeMoully 
Executive Secretary 
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__ tor Co1>tly 
.tata 14Dat. IQ1l41ng 
hIC1: __ to, C.l1fol'l'lla 

... Ir •• MUIt •. jL1t 

1 have ju.t had Ill). cpportllo1ty to o,,'lne your 
a.au 8ill 110. 110 to en.bUsh, an BVl4encto Codie. 1_ 
Cb1ef Le9al COun.el for the ~lldr.n's Home Society of 
CelifonUa IID4 _ • _.her of the Board of Trustee. of the 
~11c Welfare Bureau of the Archdloc .... of Lo. Mfjele •• 

loth organi •• t~on. are eocial walfara agenci •• 
U~lI lid ,by the '"to Departeene of 80':.1.&1 Welfare. 'I'he 
eb1~'. eo.. SOCiety, a. yov no doubt ~now. 1. pr1a&rl1y 
ftat .... S 11:1 the f1e14 of adoption. 'l'l1. c..tholic Welfare 
Duel." 1 •• ~.r.l c •• ....arlc aqency which ha. ~n Heen" 
to p1ec8 retuge. childr.n tT? for.lqr, countrie •. 

over the year. ",. haw been pftl.ente4, on nu.erou. 
~eeaelonn, with the satter of ~ontid4nti.llty ol the tll.' 
01 ~I 1IDU t9811.Ci •• ;and particularly in re9ard t9 edopUaa 
~ -- CIIIftOtY ptt>elllinpl. 

C1vl1 Co&e. 8ectlvn 226. prov1.de. ~ all ~ 
ClOar1: bear1a98 1n a40pt.l.on prooae<h.n9. .hall be held 111 pz'i­
..... _ tbecourt aiI.ll o1Ixcl<Jde all ~reon., except the 
otf1Cf!rl of the court, the p&ru .•• , their w1tn ..... , COIlDMl • 
... "~tIIIltat1va. of the agent. pre .. nt to perlorll their 
official dotie. und.r Lha law. governing: a40ptiona. 

ctvil COde. Seet10a 227 re&41 in part. 

"!'btl pat1t1ou, r"'linq"1.~tlt, ag:r ••• II1II: t, order 
aa4 _y power of attorney and depo.1t1otl. al.t be 
fLlei 11l the otf1ce Qf the COUnty Clerk aDd allaH 
DOt be open to iftapect10n by MY other than the 
puti .. to the action and their attorney. &nd the 
State DapaztaeDt. of Socl.al weltare, except upon the 
authority of the JU49. of the S~p6rl0r Court.-
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lD 41.ClI •• 1nq thb .ecHon in the ea •• ot ".!t'!1'Y' t=t'J ms lS9 Call .. "pp. 2nd 141. the D1atr1ct; COQrt 0 
po out that the IAq1lillltur.l h..:s expr ••• ed • flal 

ata. pcJltcy that the atat ... tcry c:ot\l.nt of I14cpU.= til'. ia 
newr to bt broke.ft Cava 1n except.l.or.al e1rcwutuce. for 900d 
~ ~9 the nece .. U0Il8. 

'!'be nMOntn9 blthiDd hetlan 227 appUN tJqIUllly to 
tlwt ldopt1oft lU •• 111. the hand.. of a ... ie __ eeI IICe1a1 ~r1t 81acy 
... 81eo to other co uI1catJoIUI lQde to 1IO<:1a1 'IIIOnare. 

We have nevar felt .att.tied that ~ law ~perlY peG­
teclillld the 1atoJllatlon cont.ined til. 80<:1a1 von fil •• or ill the 
<;d..". of .octal work ere • -

. 'lb. pu~ .. ot thla lattar 111 to .t.nquae lIb.ther than 
bas haem uy con.ideeatica givan in t,h., propoaed IvlMnce coa. to 
0!le creat10ft of a properly d..rued pr1Vl.l~ tor lICei.1 wc.nc. OJ 
or Itt leUtfol' IIdoptlon ~rkera. If t.hal'a h.. been uy diacaUJAjIa 
€;iZ\ th1. iIObject, I woloald apprectate copta. of t.be ~tp. If then 
UM ""·DOIMI. I th1M it 1e • utter that abculd };iii aJ.acu ...... 

7beDk you tor your attention. 

fMP J ........ n. 


