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6/30/61 

Second SUpplement to Memorandum No. 15(1961) 

SUbject: Continuation of Study of the Uniform Rules of Evidence. 

Mr. lAwrence C. Baker, ClIairms.n of the State Bar Committee to Consider 

the Uniform Rules of Evidence, forwarded. to me a copy of the minutes of 

the June 20, 1961 meetiDg of the Northern Section of the CoIrIDittee. His 

letter of transmittal. stated: ''Will you please take particular notice of 

the last paragraph of these minutes." 

The lAst paragraph of the mirmtes states: 

At this point the COIIIIIittee discussed the question of the 
general direction which its work and that of the lAW Revision 
CoDmission had been taking. We have been at work for more than 
three years during which many changes have been proposed by both 
the Committee and the lAw Revision Commission. 'lhese changes 
may well deprive the so-called. Uniform lAw of allY semblance of 
uniformity with relAtion to the law as it may be adopted by 
other states. 'lh1s beiDg so the question arises in the m:i.lIds of 
the Camaittee members as to the end which is sought here to be 
achieved. Is our pur,pose merely to adopt a new code of evidence 
for the State of C&l1fornia, and if that be so, is there a need 
for such a code? Doubts vere expressed as to such need. Is 
our purpose to adopt a uniform law which will likewise be adopted 
in other states with preservation of the principle of uniformity? 
If the lAtter be the case, it would appear that our purpose has 
faUed and the question therefore arises as to whether there is 
allY point in contirmiDg the study. 

Although not listed on the agenda previously distributed to you, this 

matter should be discussed at the July meeting of the Commission so that 

Mr. Baker may be advised of the Commission I s reaction to the view expressed 

by the Northern Section of the State Bar Committee. I have 8lre&dy advised 

Mr. Baker that the Commission will consider this matter at its July meeting. 

.--~------

Respectf'ully submitted, 

John H. DeMoully 
Executive Secretary 


