
• • 

c 

c 

ll/3/60 

Subject: st~ No. 36 - Condenm-tion (tak1Il8 poe_sion aDd 
passage ot title) 

The COIIIII1ssioD bas 1'1D8"Y approved its recOllllleDdation OIl tak1D8 

possession and passage of title in em1Derrt dana1D proceed1Il8s. We are 

now preparing the reccmaelldatiOD for print1Il8. Nevertheless, in view of 

the receipt of a letter concern1D8 this recClllllllendation from the Ilepa.rtmeDt 

of Justice, the staff' presents several _tters to the COIIIII1ssion for its 

consideration. A copy ot the letter frail the Department of Justice (Walter 

S. ROUlltree, Assistant Attorney General) is attached. Also attached is a 

copy of the final. recOlllllllmdation. 

Almost every point raised in the attached letter has al..reaQ beeD 

CODB1dered by the COIIIII1ssion. In moat cases the revisiODB incorporated 

in the final recClllllelldation el1m1xlate the detects pointed out in the 

letter. III other cases, after considerable discussion the CCIIIIII1ssioa bas 

decided DOt to change the provision in its tentative recOllllllelJdatioa &lid it 

i. not proposed that these _tters be discussed aaain. There !D'e, 

hoIrever, three ccml811ts ot the Department of Justice that should be 

considered at this time. 

Section 1249.1 of the t1nal. recOllllleDdation (page 22). 

Section l249.1 reads as tollows: 

All 1IIprovementa pertaining to the realty tbat are on the 
property OIl the date of the service of SU-ODS and vtlich af'fect 
its value shall be considered in the assesSlll8nt of cOllq)eDSat1on, 
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damages and special benefits unless they are removed or 
destroyed betore the earliest ot the tollow1Dg aates: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

The date the title to the property U taken by 
the plaintiff. 
!he aate the possession of the property 18 takeD 
Dy the plaintiff. 
The 4a.te the pla1ntU't is authorized 1;0 take 
posaession ot the property under an order 
autbol'iz1ng the plaintiff to ao so. 

10 iIlIprovements put \Won the property subsequent to the 
date of the service of s' .... ons shall be included in the 
aseessment ot c~ensation. damae;es. or special benettts. 

'!'be ])epartment ot Justice baa cClllleJltcd upon this sect10q as tollows: 

We appro¥e ot this section but wish to raise the question, 
service ot ISUIIIIIOIlS on whaD.? We realize that this port:l.oll. waa 
taken trom Section 1249. but we are unable to tiDd BIIY 
Judicial answer to the question. It could be interpreted 
to mean service at SUlllllOllS on all parties having an interest 
in the property, which is ottens much later aate than 
Bervice on the record owner. We would recommend that the 
language be changed to indicate service of SUllllllOns on the 
record owner and those in posseBsion or entitled to 
possession on the date of the filill8 of the Lis Pendens 
in the action. This would appear to protect those most 
vitally interested in the question of which improvements 
are to be assessed for ccm;pensation or damages. 

It is true, that Section 1249.1 is sanewhat ambiguous. However, 1t 

is not easy to take care of this problem without creat1na: others of a 

more serious nature. It the l.apgue.ge suggested by the Department of 

Justice were used, the condemner would be required to serve SUlIIIIIODS on 

all occupants of the property, whether or not they owned interests in it. 

If the reterence to the occupaats were deleted trom the sugested llUlgllllSe 

and only Bervice on the record owner were required, an occupu:lt under an 

unrecorded lease who has the rigtrt to construct and remove (and be 

ccmpensated for) tixtureB could be deprived at ccm;pensation for such 

fixtures desp1te the tact that sm'l""ns is served upon h1II atter the 
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tixt!l;'es are inatalled. MareOY'er I' to requ1re a coudelllXlQ' to aerve 8\111111O!lS 

on all persons "entitled to possession" whether or not the interests oi: 

such persons are recorded (as suaested by the Dep8.l'tMnt at .rustice) 

would impose an extreme hardship on condemning agencies. 

As pointed out in the letter, this prov1s.1on bas caused no g%'e8.t 

problea in the existing law. 10 litigation bas arisen over its mean1.ng. 

The sta.tt beJ.ievell that, it a question arises, the courts \fill take a 

"cClIIIIIOn .. sense" approach and will deny compensation tor improvementB it 

the perBon constructing the :lJIprcweaent bas been served. ;.t the courts 

place an unreasonable interpretation upon the l.ang\lII6e, the l,anguage oaIl 

then be revised in the light at the problems that are then apparent. 

Therefore, the staff does not recOl!llllend ~ change in the J.a.nguase approved 

by the 00llllll1ss1on. 

Section 1255a(4} at the tinal recOlllllendat1on (page 28). 

Subdivision (4) of Section 1255a provides that in event of abandonment 

the court shall make such provision as shall be Just "tor the ~nt of 

damages arisine: out of the plaintiff's taking and use ot the property, 

including damaies tor any lOBS or impa1 rment oi: value the land and 

improvements may have suffered atter the date the plaint1ff was authorized 

to take possession of the property UDder the order authorizing the plaintiff 

to do ao." 

The Department oi: Justice CClllllentS: 

We also nato that if abandonment is allowed. atter posseSSion, 
damages for the takill8 and use at the property, in addition to 
costs, shall be allowed. We concur in this theory, but recQllllend 
that the tlamaps be J.1mited to specifically enumerated items. 
For eXpql1e, doss the CaDlDission believe loss of business should 
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be compenaated for during the period of possession? We feel 
that this section could easily be interpreted to aUOW' such 
recovery. 

The staff recOIIIII ... u's that no chan&e be made in Section 1255&(4). The 

defendant should be entitled to recover all "dalllases arising out of the 

plaintiff's tak1n(j: and use of the property. h No artificial l:lll1ts should 

be included in the statute that will prevent the defendant frCIID being 

restored to the same position in which he would have been had the 

condemnation proceeding not taken place. 

Section 1255b(2)(c) of the final recOlllll8ndation (page 22). 

The Department of Justice points out that deposit of money in court 

after entry of juclgaent stops the accruing of interest whether or not 

possession is taken. Accord1DSlY, Section 1255b(2) should be amended 

as follOll'8: 

(2) The campensation and damages awarded in a condeJllD&tion 
proceeding shall cease to draw interest on the earliest of the 
follOll'1ng dates: 

(a) As to any amount deposited pursuant to Section 1243.5, 
the date that such amount is withdrawn by the person entitled 
thereto. 

(b) As to any amount deposited pursuant to Section L254 or de-
osited into court after ent of ent the date at such deposit. 

c Q any amount paid to the person entitled thereto, 
the date of such pa.yl2Ient. 

The addition to the specific reference to Section 1254 (possession 

pending appeal) will make paraaraph (b) apply not only to possession 

pending appeal cases but also to cases where possession is not taken 

but the amount of the Judgment is depOSited in court. 

The Department of Justice recODmeJlded a somewhat different revision 

to accomplish the above objective. (See item 8, page 7 of attached 

Department of Justice letter.) 



c 

c 

c 

other matters 

The Department of Justice letter contains many other camaents and 

suggestions concerning the Call1lission's tentative recamaendation. As 

previously indicated, most of these have been considered and acted upon 

by the Ccmnission. Nevertheless, it is suggested that, if time permits, 

you read. the attached letter fran the Department of Justice. It is not 

the purpose of this memorandum to foreclose any Ccmnissioner tram 

brineine up for consideration any other suggestion made in the Department 

of Justice letter. 
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RECOMMENDATION OF THE CALIFORNIA LAW REVISION COMMISSION 

rel.atiog to 

Taking Possession and Passage ot Title 

in Eminent Domain Proceedings 

Some of the principal. problems in the field of eminent domain are those 

involved in determining when possession of or title to the condemned property 

should pass to the condemner. Related problems involve the determination of 

the time when the condemnee loses the right to place improvements on the 

property for which he may be compensated, when the risk of loss ot the 

improvements shifts to the condemner, when interest on the award should 

commence and abate and when taxes should be prorated. 

After studying these matters, the Law Revision Commission has concluded 

that in ma:ny instances the existing law is un1'air either to condemnees or 

to condemning agencies or to both. In other instances, the law is uncertain 

or difficult to ascertain. To remedy these detects, the Commission recommends 

the followiog revisions in the law. 

Immediate Possession 

Amoog the most important questions in this area of eminent domain law are 

those involving the respective rights of the parties in immediate possession 

cases. The Constitution of this State, in Section 14 of Article I, grQDts 

certain specified public agencies the right to take possession ot property sought 

to be condemned immedietely upon commencement of ecinent domain proceedings 

or any time thereafter if the condemnation is for right of way or reservoir 
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purposes. ·The Constitution requires the condemning agency to deposit a 

sum of money. in en amount determined by the court, sufficient to secure 

to the owner payment of the cOlllPensation 11" is entit~ed to receive for 

the taking "as soon as the same can be ascertained according to !.av." 

The statutes iD!P~ement1ng the constitutional provision provide 

that, at ~east three days prior to the tak1ng of possession, the 

condemner must either persOlllll.J.y serve on or mail. to the owners end 

occupants of the property a notice that possession is to be taken. 

The names end addresses of the owners may be ascertained from the 

!.atest secured assessment ro~ of the county in which the property is 

located. If the condemnation is for h1ghwa;y purposes, the condemnee 

may withdraw 75 per cent of the deposit. 

The Commission has concluded that the !.aw relating to the taking 

of immediate possession needs to be revised to protect more adequately 

the rights of persons whose property is taken. Accord1ngly, the 

CCIIIIldssion makes the following recommendations. 

1. Order of immediate possession. There are now DO statutes 

specifying the procedure to be fo~owed in obtaining an order of 

immediate possession, but in practice the order of immediate possession 

is issued upon ex parte appJ.ication by the condemner. The Commission 

believes that this procedure does not need to be changed, but it should 

be explicitly set forth in the statutes. Therefore, the Commission 

recommends the enactment of statutes providing that the condemner, after 

issuance of SUllllllO!lS, may apply to the court, ex parte, for an order 

authorizing illBDAdiete possession. However, the statutes should indicate 
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that the 'order is not to be grented routinely; the court should not 

issue the order unless it determines that the plaintiff is entitled to 

take the property by eminent domain and is entitled to obtain 1mmed1ate 

possessiOll of the property under the Constitution. 

2. Notice of order to owners and occupants. At the present time, 

both the owners of the property being taken and the occupants must be 

notified that possession is to be taken. But the condemner is per-

mitted to give this notice as little as three days before possession 

is actue.J.ly taken. The notice may be given either by personal. service 

or by certified mail. If the mail is delayed or if there is an 

intervening weekend or holiday, an owner or occupant may be deprived 

of possession without any advance notice. Moreover, under existing 

law, the condemner is permitted to detE!l'm1ne the names and addresses 

of the owners of the property from the latest secured assessment roll 

in the county in which the property is located. If the property was 

sold to a new owner after the tax lien date (the:f1rst Monday in March) 

preceding the commencement of the condemnation proceeding, the actual 

owner of the property might be sent no notice at all, for his name 

would not be on the "latest secured assessment roll." 

The CommissiOll believes that the present law does not provide 

assurance that reasonable efforts will be made to notify an owner or 

occupant in sufficient time to enable him to prepare to vacate the 

property or to seek relief against the taking. 
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Accordingly, the Commission recommends that the condemner should not 

be able to take possession of the property unless the record owners and 

the occupants of the property are notified thereof at least 20 days prior 

to the date possession is to be taken. But the court should have the 

pmrer to shorten the required notification time if emergencies arise. 

If the person to be served has not been served with summons and has not 

appeared, notice should be given by personal service of a copy of the 

order authorizing immediate possession or, if personal service cannot 

be made, by mailing a copy of the order to the last known address of 

the person to be served. Service of the order should be made on the 

persons revealed by the records to be the owners of the property, 

whether or not their names appear on the "latest secured assessment roll." 

3. Delay in effective date of order. Within the 2O-day period after 

notice is given, the owner or an occupant of the property to be taken 

should be able to apply to the court for an order delaying the effective 

date of immediate possession in order to prevent unnecessary hardship. 

There is no prOVision in existing law granting a condemnee this right. 

4. Withdrawal of deposit. Although the Constitution requires the 

condemner to make a deposit and gives the condemnee the right to challenge 

the amount depOSited, the right is of little practical value because, unless the 

property is taken for highway purposes, there is no right to withdraw any 

of the deposit. If the property is taken for highway purposes, the con-

demnee is permitted to withdraw only 75 per cent of the depOSit, but this often 

leaves nothing for the owner after lienholders are paid. Thus, in many cases, 

the condemnee must vacate the property, locate new property to replace that 

taken and move to the new location at a time when there is little or no money 
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available from the condemnation. To remedy this situation the Commission 

recommends that the condemnee be authorized to withdraw the entire deposit 

that has· 1;Ieen made by the condemner. This will make the money deposited 

nvailnble to the colldetmee at the time thc.t he 1llOot needu it. There 

may in some cases be a danger. that the amount ultilllately awarded the 

condemnee will be less than the amount deposited and withdrawn, and the 

condemner may have difficulty in recovering back the difference. For this 

reason, the court should have the power in appropriate cases to re~u1re 

the fllill8 of an undertaking to secure the condemner against loss. 

5. Vacating the order of immediate possession. There is no provision 

in the existing law that permits the condemnee to contest the right of the 

condemner to take the property prior to the time possession is taken. 

Legally, the condemnee has the right to raise the question whether the 

condemnation is for a public use in every condemnation proceeding. The 

question of the necessity for the taking of the particular property 

involved may be raised by a condemnee under certain limited circumstances. 

But the right to raise these ~uestions may be a meanill8less right if, at 

the time the questions are raised, the condemner has already demolished 

all improvements on the property, denuded the site of all vegetation, 

constructed pipes, flumes and conduits and inundated the property with 

water. The Commission recommends, therefore, that the owner or the 

occupant of the property to be taken be given the right to contest the 

condemner I S right to take the property by eminent domain or his right to 

obtain immediate possession of the property, or both, by a motion to 

vacate the order for immediate possession made prior to the time possession 
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is taken. An order vacating or refusing to vacate an order of immediate 

possession shou1.d be appealable. 1'.0 appeal shou1.d not automaticallY 

stay proceedings under the order of immediate possession, but either 

the trial or appellate court shou1.dhave the right to stay proceedings,. 

untU the appeal is decided. 

Possession Bending Appeal 

Under existing law, any condemner is permitted to take possession of 

the property to be condemned after entry of judgment even though an appeal 

is pending. However, it has been held that the condemner waives his right 

of appeal by taking possession of the property. This ru1.e seems unfair to 

the condemner: if the condemner takes possession, it will have to pay the 

award even though it is based upon an error by the trial court, but if it 

chooses to attack the award by appeal, a needed public improvement may be 

delayed for a period of years or even have to be abandoned if rising costs 

exceed the amount avaUable for the construction of the improvement. 

The Commission recommends that the statutes permitting the condemner 

to take possession pending appeal be revised to provide that the condemner 

does not waive its right of appeal by the taking of possession. 

Passage of Title 

Related to the question of possession is the question of title. At 

the present time, if immediate possession is not taken, title passes upon 

the recording of the final order of condemnation. However, if possession 

is taken prior to that time under an order of immediate possession, title 

passes to the condemner upon withdrawal of the deposit by the condemnee. 

There is no similar provision for the passage of title when possession is 

taken after judgment but pending appeal under Section 1254. TO make the 
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rules relating to passage of title uniform, the Commission recommeDds that 

title should pass in all condemnation proceedings upon the recording of 

the final order of condemnation. 

Compensation for Improvements 

The present law relating to compensation for improvements on condemned 

property is uncertain. First, while Section 1249 of the Code of Civil 

Procedure provides that the condemnee is not entitled to compensation for 

any improvements placed upon the property after the service of summons, 

there is no explicit provision that the coMemnee is entitled to 

compensation for improvements that are on the property at that tillle •. 

Second, the first sentence of Section 1249 is open to the interpretation 

that the value of the real property as enhanced by its improvements is 

fiXed as of the date summons is issued, even though the improvements are 

destroyed prior to the tillle the property is actually taken. 

The Commission recommends that legislation be enacted providing that 

the condemnee is entitled to compensation for the improvements on the 

property on the date of service of summons unless they are removed or 

destroyed prior to the date the condemner takes title to or possession 

of the property. 

Property Taxes 

Property taxes are prorated from the date the condemner either takes 

title to or takes possession of the property if the condemner is a public 

agency. However, under present law the condemnee loses the benefit of 

this proration if he has already paid the taxes and special assessments, 

for there is no proviSion for refund by the taxing authority or reimburse-

ment by the condemner. To remedy thiS, the Commission recommends that 
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a provision for refund be added to the Revenue and Taxation Code. 

A condemnee should also be entitled to a proration of property 

taxes even though the condemner is not a public agency. In 

such cases, the condemner should be required to reimburse 

the condemnee for the pro rata share of the taxes that have been paid 

and are attributable to the portion of the tax year follmTing the date 

the condemner acquires the title to or the possession of the property. 

Abandonment by the Condemner 

Under existing law, even though the condemner has taken possession 

and construoted the contemplated improvement on the property, the con-

demner may abandon the proceedings at any time until 30 days after final 

judgment and get back the money it deposited. It is true that the 

condemner must compensate the owner for the use of the property and any 

damage to it. But the land owner who has been forced to give up his 

home or his business and to relocate in another area may find that it 

is as great a hardship to be forced, in effect, to buy back the original 

property as it was to be forced to move initially. The deposit may have 

been withdrawn and expended in the acquisition of a new location; the 

good will of the business may have been reestablished in the new location; 

or the original property may be so altered that it is no longer useful to 

the condemnee. 

The Commission recommends that it the condemnee has substantially 

changed his pOSition as a result of the condemnation and cannot be 

restored to his original position, the condemner should not have the 

right to abandon the condemnation. If in other cases the condemnation is 

abandoned or is not~completed for any other reason, prOVision should be made 
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for compensating the condemnee for the damage he has suffered and for 

any loss or injury to his property that may have occurred while the 

plaintiff was in possession. 

Interest 

Interest upon the award in eminent domain cases runs from the date 

of entry of judgment unless possession is taken prior to entry of judgment, 

in which case interest is computed from the effective date of the order 

for possession. After judgment, interest ceases upon ~nt of the judg­

ment to the condemnee or into court for his benefit. Of course, if any 

portion of a deposit is withdrawn, interest ceases to accrue on the portion 

withdrawn on the date of its withdrawal. These rules are settled, but they 

are difficult to find because they are scattered through both cases and 

statutes. 

The Commission recommends the enactment of legislation which would 

gather the rules on interest in eminent domain cases into one section. 

Constitutional Revision 

The CommiSSion has concluded that the prOVisions of Section 14 of 

Article I of the state Constitution that grant the right of immediate 

posseSSion should be revised. These provisions grant the right of 

immediate possession only to specified public agencies in right of way and 

reservoir cases. As has been S~nl above, they do not assure the property 

cwner that he will actually receive compensation at the time his property 

is taken. 

When they were adopted these provisions reversed a long-standing policy of 

-Ehis sta.te that property may not be taken unless compensation has first been 
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made, which was originally adopted as a part of the present Constitution 

in 1879. Prior to that time, the Constitution had merely required that 

the owner of property taken for public use be given just compensation, 

and it was held that payment might be made within a reasonable time 

after the taking. In 1879, the present Constitution uas adopted with 

the provision that private property may not be taken or damaged for 

public use "without just compensation having first been made." In 

Steinhart v. Superior Courtl the Supreme Court held, in reliance upon 

this provision, that a statute authorizing a condemner to take possession 

of property after depositing a sum of money in court was unconstitutional 

because there was no provision for the payment of any portion of this 

money to the owner. The provisions of the Constitution that now authorize 

immediate possession without payment to the owner "having first been made" 

were adopted to overcome the Steinhart case. 

The Commission believes that the policy underlying the Steinhart 

decision and the original provisions of the 1879 Constitution is sound 

and the contrary policy of the present provisions of the Constitution is 

undesirable. A person I s property should not be taken from him unless he 

has the right to be paid concurrently for the property, for it is at the 

time of the taking that he must meet the expenses of locating and purchasing 

property to replace that taken and of moving to the new location. 

Another defect in the present Constitutional provisions is that they 

severely limit the agencies by which and the purposes for which immediate 

possession may be taken. The right of immediate possession is of great 

value to the public, for it permits the immediate construction of needed 

public projects. The Legislature should, therefore, have the power to 

1. 137 Cal. 575 (1902). 
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decide from time to time what agencies are to have the power and for what 

purposes the power may be exercised. It should not be necessary to amend 

the Constitution each time a change in the needs of the people of the state 

warrants either an extension or contraction of the purposes for which the 

rigbt of immediate possession may be exercised. 

Therefore, the Commission recommends that an amendment to the 

Constitution be proposed to the people of the state of California that 

would contain the following provisions: 

1. The Constitution should guarantee the owner the rigbt to be 

compensated promptly whenever immediate possession of his property is 

taken. 

2. The Legislature should be given the power to determine what 

agencies should have the right to take immediate possession and the 

procedure to be followed in such cases, subject to the constitutional 

right of the owner to be promptly compensated. It should not be 

necessary to amend the Constitution to alter procedures every time that 

it is found that the existing immediate posseSSion procedures are faulty. 

3. The phrase "irrespective of any benefits to be proposed by such 

corporation" should be stricken from the Constitution. This phrase is 

applicable only to private corporations2 and precludes such entities, in 

condemnations for rights of way or reservoirs, from setting oft the benefits 

which will result to the condemnee's remaining land against the condemnee's 

claim for damages to such land.3 The phrase is discriminatory in that it 

2. ].loran v. ROBS, 19 Cal. 549 (1889); People v. McReynolds, 31 Cal.App. 2d 
219, 223 (1939). 

3. San Bernardino & Eastern Ry. v. Haven, 94 Cal. 489 (1892); Pacific Coast 
Ry. v. Porter, 14 Cal. 261 (1881). 
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4 is not applicable to unincorporated condemners and may be unconstitutional 

under the equal protection clause of the Federal Constitution. 5 The phrase 

is uncertain in meaning, for some courts have held that it merely states a 

rule that is applicable to all condemners that "general" benefits may not 

6 be set off, while others have indicated that it refers to "special" 

benefits which all other condemners are permitted to set off.1 

Supplementary Legislation 

The Commission recommends that legislation be enacted extending the 

right of immediate possession to all condemners to become effective if and 

when the Constitution is amended to permit the Legislature to determine 

who should have the right of immediate possession and the conditions under 

which the right may be exercised. The right of the condemner to take the 

property is rarely disputed. But despite the fact that the only question 
, ' 

for judicial decision in virtUeJ.ly all condemnatiOn actions is the value 

of the property, present law permits possession to be taken prior to 

judgment only when c~rtain public agencies are condemning property for right 

of way or reservOir purposes. Because possession cannot be obtained in other 

condemnation $ctions until judgment, many vitally needed public improve-

ments are delayed even though there is no real issue in the case of the 

4. 
5· 

6. 

7· 

Moran v. Ross, 19 Cal. 549 (1889). 
See dissenting opinion of Mcfarland, J. J in Beveridge v. Lewis, 137 
cal. 619, 626 (1902); see also concurring opinion of Beatty, C. J., 
in Moran v. Ross, 19 Cal. 549, 552 (1889). 

Beveridge v. Lewis, 131 cal. 619, 624 - 626 (1889); cf. People v. 
Thompson, 43 Cal.2d 13, 28 (1954) and People v. McReynolds, 31 Cal. 
App.2d 219, 223 (1939). 

Cf. Collier v. Merced Irr. Dist., 213 Cal. 554, 511 (1931); People v. 
~Reynolds, 31 Cal.App.2d 219, 223 (1939). 
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public's right to take the property. Many public improvements are 

financed by bond issues, and an undue delay 10 the acquisition of the 

property may delay construction to a sufficient extent that the improve-

ment cannot be constructed at all with the funds realized by a particuJ.ar 

bond issue or must be drastically curtailed in scope. 

The Commission's recommendation would be effectuated by the enactment 

of the following measures: 

c 

c 
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I 10/7/60 

An act to amend Sections 1243.5, 1249, 1253, 1254, 1255a and 1255b of, 

to renumber and amend Sections 1254.5 and 1254.7 of, and to add 

Sections 1243.4 and 1249.1 to, the Code of Civil Procedure, relating 

to eminent domain. 

The people of the state of California do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 1243.4 is added to the Code of Civil Procedure, 

to read: 

1243.4. In any proceeding in eminent domain brought by the state, or 

a county, or a municipal corporation, or metropolitan water district, 

municipal utility district, municipal water district, drainage, irrigation, 

levee, reclamation or water conservation district, or similar public 

corporation, the plaintiff may take immediate possession and use of any right 

of way or lands to be used for reservoir purposes, required for a public 

use whether the fee thereof or an easement therefor be sought, in the manner 

and subject to the conditions prescribed by law. 

SEC. 2. Section 1243.5 of the Code of Civil Procedure is amended to 

read: 

1243.5. [t81] i!l In any [easel proceeding in eminent domain, if 

[wBiek] the [S\a~e;-a-eeaB~yy-8-aaBiei,al-eeFJep8~i8R1~-'~81ie-eeFJep8~ieBy 
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GeBe~~~~~~eB-ef-~ftie-S~a~e,) plaintiff is authorized by law t~ take 

immediate possession of the Property sought to be condemned, the plaintiff 

may, at any time after the issuance of summons and prior to the entry of 

judgment, apply ex parte to the court for an order determining the probable 

just compensation 'Which will be made for the taking of the property and any 

damage incident thereto. After depositing the amount so determined in 

accordance with Section 1243.6, the plaintiff ~ at agl time prior to the 

entry of judgment, apply ex parte to the court for an order authorizing it 

to take immediate possession of and to use the property sought to be condemned. 

(2) If the court determines that the plaintiff is entitled to take the 

property by eminent domain and to take immediate possession thereof, and if 

the court determines that the plaintiff has deposited the amount determined 

pursuant to subdiviSion (1) of this section, the court shall, by order, 

authorize the plaintiff to take immediate possession of and to use the 

Property sought to be condemned. The order authorizing immediate possession 

shall: 

(a) Describe the Property and the estate or interest therein sought 

to be condemned, which description may be made by reference to the complaint. 

(b) State the puI}loses of the condemnation.' 

(c) State the amount of the deposit. 

(d) St!1-te the'date upon which the plaintiff is authorized to take 

possession of the prpperty. 

ill [*ke-~a~@l-e?-saeti-e6ti5~,-BHR!ei~-se~F&~eB,-~~ie-ee~&p&­

.tli.-.B,.-ep...tis~;p~e~1-ae-~l!!e-ease-_y-ee,-sean,.) ~t lea~t .[*k¥ee) 20 days 

prior to :the time possession is taken, the plaintiff ,shall [I'S?BeBaUy) 

serve a copy of the order on [ell'-u!;o-<!;e) the record owner or owners of the 

property [,.-ii-lmswB,.) and~ the person or persons, if any, in possession of the 
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property [,-~f-a~,-eit8eP-8-ee~y-ef-~-eFieF-ef-tke-eetiEt-8~tke~i~iBg-6~ek 

pe88e88~e!1-e!'-I!.-B8t;tee-tRenef]. Service of the order shall be made by 

personal service unless the person on whom service is to be made has 

previously appeared in the ;proceeding or has previously been served with 

a copy of the BUlllllDns and complaint in the manner prescribed by law, in which 

case service of the order mar be made by mail. If it appears by affidavit 

to the satisfaction of the court that a person upon whom a copy of the order 

authorizing immediate possession [e~-Bet~ee] is (mailei-it] required to be 

personally served under this section resides out of the State, or has departed 

from the State or cannot after due diligence be found within the state, the 

court !!l8l order that in lieu of such personal service the plaintiff send a 

copy of the order [ekaU.-1!e-eeBt] by registered or certified mail [8!1i, 

;tf-ee!1t-_e-_8e-8W!1e~e,-it-e8a1l-.el addressed to [tRee] such person at 

[_8d~] !!.!! last known address. A Single service upon or mailing to those at 

the same address shall be sufficient. [ike-lateet-s~.-aeeeseme!lt-P811 

i!1-tRe-ee~ty-w8e~-tRe-~ty-~e-leeatei-B8y-.e-~eei-t9-aeee~ai!1-~-!18BeS 

8!1i-~eeee-ef-tRe-8WBe~s-e'-tke-~~e~_y~] The court may, for good cause 

shown by affidavit of the plaintiff, shorten the time herein specified to a 

period of not less than three days. 

(4) At 8!?Y time after the court has made an order authorizing immediate 

possession, the court mar, upon motion of 8!?Y party to the eminent domain 

proceedings, alter the amount that the plaintiff is required to deposit 

pursuant to such order if the court determines that the probable just 

compensation which will be made for the taking of the pr?perty and any 

damage inCident thereto is different from the amount set forth in such order. 

(5) At any time after the court bas made an order authorizing immediate 
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possession and before the plaintiff has taken possession pursuant to such 

order, the court, upon motion of the owner of the pmerty or of an occupant· 

of the property, may: 

(a) St~ the order upon a showing that the hardship to the moving party 

of having immediate possession taken clearly outweighS the hardship of the 

stay to the plaintiff. 

(b) Vacate the order if the court determines that the plaintiff is 

not entitled to take the property by eminent domain or that the plaintiff 

is not authorized by Section 1243.4 to take immediate possession of the property. 

(6) The plaintiff may appeal from an order made pursuant to subdivision 

(5)(a) of this section st~ing the order authorizing immediate possession. 

An appeal may be taken from an order made under the provisions of subdivision 

(5)(b) of this section granting or denying a motion to vacate an order author­

izing immediate possession. The appeal does not stay the order from which 

the appeal is taken or the order authorizing immediate possession; but the 

trial or appellate court may, in its discretion, stay the order authOrizing 

immediate possession pending review on appeal or for such other period or 

periods as to it may appear appropriate. 

(1) Failure of a party to make a motion to stay or vacate an order 

authorizing immediate possession is not an abandonment of any defense to 

the action or proceeding. 

(8) The amount required to be depoSited by the plaintiff and the 

amount of such deposit withdrawn by the defendant may not be given in 

evidence or referred to in the trial of the issue of compensation. 

(9) The plaintiff shall not be held to have abandoned or _i ved the 

right to appeal from the judgment by taking possession of the property 

pursuant to this section. 
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SEC. 3. SectioIl 1254.5 of the Code of Civil Procedure is reIlUlllbered 

aDd amended to read: 

[i2;4~;~] 1243.6. When money is (,a~i-~R~9-ee~F*] required to be 

deposited as provided by Section [i4-ef-A~~~e-l-ef-*8e-SeRB~~~~ieB] 

1243.5, the court shall order the money to be deposited in the State 

Treasury, UIlless the plaintiff requests the court to order deposit in 

the county treasury, iII which case the court shall order deposit iII the 

county treasury. If moIley is deposited in the State Treasury pursuant to 

this section it shall be held, invested, deposited, and disbursed in the 

manner specified in Section 1254, and interest earned or other increment 

derived from its investment shall be apportioned and disbursed in the 

manner specified iII that section. 

SEC. 4. Section 1254.1 of the Code of Civil Procedure is renumbered 

and amended to read: 

[i2;4~T~] 1243.1. ill At any time after money has been deposited as 

[ee~F!*y-ae] provided in Section [i4-9f-A~ieie-i-9f-*8e-SeRe~i*~*ieR] 

1243.5, [fer-~e-eeBiemaa*~eR-9f-aBY-,r~er*y-er-iR~eree~-iB-,re,er*y-fer 

e~*e-8igaway-,~eBee,-~,eB-a"i!ea~ieB,-!B-~e-maaRer-8erei~er-,reviiei, 

ef] the party whose property or iIlterest in property is being taken [,] 

mar apply to the court, in the manner hereinafter provided, for the with­

drawal of all or any portion of the amount deposited for his prgperty or 

property interest. Upon such application, the court [II!IY] shall order 

that portion of the amount applied for, which the applicant is entitled 

to withdraw under the provisions of this section, to be paid to such 

applicant fram the money deposited in connection with such property or 

prgperty interest [8R-8M8~*-RB*-eKeeeiiBg-T,-,@reeB~-et-~8e-aaBRR*-
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<:> <:> 

8~igiB8~ly-.~esi.ea-f8~-~tie-~e8,ee~i¥e-~e,e~~y-e~-iB~e~5~-~e-ee-paia 

~e-811ek-f'8"Y] • 

(2) If the amount sought to be withdrawn by an awlicant exceeds 

the amount originally deposited for his particular property or property 

interest or 75 percent of the final amount deposited for his particular 

property or property interest, whichever is greater, the court may require 

the applicant, before withdrawing any of such excess, to file an undertaking 

executed by two or more sufficient sureties approved by the court to the 

effect that they are bound to the plaintiff in such amount as is fixed by 

the court but not to exceed double the amount of such excess for the return 

of any amount withdrawn that exceeds the amount to which the applicant is 

entitled as finally determined in the condemnation proceeding, together 

with legal interest from the date of its withdrawal. 

ill [Sllek] ~ application shall be made by affidavit wherein the 

applicant shall set forth his interest in the property and request with­

drawal of a stated amount. The applicant shall serve a copy of the 

application on the plaintiff and no withdrawal shall be made until at 

least [~eR~YtJ 20 [~J days after such service of the application, or 

until the time for all objections has expired, whichever is later. 

(4) Within the 20-day period, the plaintiff may object to such 

withdrawal by filing an objection thereto on the ground that an undertaking 

should be filed as provided in subdivision (2) of this section or that the 

sureties upon such an undertaking are insufficient. 

i2l Within [8aii-~eR~Y-tagj-aa.Y8J the 20-day period, the plaintiff 

may object to such withdrawal by filing an objection [~kere8fl thereto in 

court on the grounds that other persons are known or believed to have 

interests in the property. In this event the plaintiff shall attempt to 
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personally serve on such other persons a notice to S"lch persons that they 

may appear within [~eBfJ 10 [~] days after such service and object to such 

withdxaweJ., and that failure to appear will result in the waiver of any 

right to such amount withdrawn or further rights against the plaintiff to 

the extent of the sum Withdrawn. The plaintiff shall state in [Us]auch 

objection the names and last known addresses of other persons known or 

believed to have an interest in the property, whether or not it has been 

able to serve them with such notice and the date of such service. If the 

plaintiff in its objection reports to the court that it is unable to personally 

serve persons known or believed to have interests in the property within 

[saia-WBBty-fl ~ 20 [~] day period, said money shall not be withdrawn 

until the applicant causes such personal service to be made. 

ill If [sllek] ~ persons [se] served pursuant to subdivision (5) 

of this section appear and object to the Withdrawal, or if the plaintiff so 

requests, the court shall thereupon hold a hearing after notice thereof to 

all parties and shall determine the smounts to be Withdrawn, if any, and by 

whom. t7-te-a-~Btal-am81lB~-B8~-eKeeea~Bg-1;-~e~eeB*-et-*l!e-ameHft~-a~es~~ea~} 

No persons so served shall have any claim against the plaintiff' for compense.-

tion for the value of the property taken or severance damages thereto, or 

otherwise, to the extent of the smount withdxawn by all parties; provided, 

the plaintiff shall remain liable for said compensation to persons having 

an interest of record who are not so served. 

ill If withdrawn, the receipt of any such money shall constitute a 

waiver by operation of law [~el of all defenses in favor of the person 

receiving such payment except with respect to the ascertainment of the 

value of the property or interest in the manner provided by law [,-aM. 
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~i~%e-~e-~~e-~repert,-or-~~ere~t-~c-~e-wbieh-mofte1-ic-rceeiyed-~~c~t 

~e-~A!s-see~!eB-8Seii-vest-!B-~Ae-State-a8-ef-*Ae-ttme-ef-8~es-~ymeBt]. 

Any amount 60 paid to eny party shall be credited upon any judgment providing 

for p~ent [SB4-sBeli-ee-e8B8!aeFea-~eymeB~-~~8B-*Ae-~~6gmeBt-a8-8£-tAe 

aete-tAe-w!~-!s-meae-se-tBat-B8-!BteFest-sBeli-ee-~aele-R~B-tBe 

eme~-S8-~tAa~aWR-e£te~tae-aete-ef-!ts-w!tAaFewaiJ. 

(8) Any amount withdrawn by eny party in excess of the amount to 

which he is entitled as finally determined in the condemnation proceeding 

shall be returned to the party who deposited it together with legal 

interest thereon from the date of its Withdrawal, and the court in which 

the condemnation proceeding is pending shall enter judgment therefor against 

the defendant. If the defendant does not pay the judgment within 30 days 

after the judgment is entered, the court may, on motion, enter judgment 

against the sureties for such amount together with the interest that may 

be due thereon. 

SEC. 5. Section 1249 of the Code of Civil Procedure is amended to 

read: 

1249. Subject to Section 1249.1, FOr the purpose of assessing 

compensation and damages the right [tA~ee£] thereto shall be deemed to 

have accrued at the date of the issuance of summons and its actual value 

at that date shall be the measure of compensation for all property to be 

actually taken, and the basis of damages to property not actually taken but 

injuriously affected, in all cases were such damages are allowed as 

provided in Section [ese-tli8llseua<l-w..-ll.liBUea-feFily-agl!.tJ @i provided, 

that in any case in which the issue is not tried within one year after the 
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date ot the cOIIIIIIeIleeaaent of the action, unless the delay is caused by the de­

teDdut, the c~ll.Nt1on and damages shall be deemed to have accrued at the 

date of the trial. [JI'e1lAiIl8-u-1IAiI!-seeU811-eeB.i!auea-eMU-ee-eeBI!1Inea-ep 

ta1l.-J •••• I!.!ea'-.. -' ... iiea-ta-See.!811-811e-1Ike~saai-.we-k~.a-f!"y-te~, 

'ke-e..,.Bla1l' .. -... -..... el-awa.iei-I!MU-.. aw-la~-ta •••• e.-.... -1Ik.-ea.e 

.,-8~8k-ePie •• --Re-~.ev .... 1I.-'¥.-¥p .. -.k.-p.epe .. y-B¥ltBe~~ ... -'.-'ke-ea •• 

ef-.a.-.epv' •• -.f-I!~.I!-.a&ll-e.-ull¥iei-!a-'8e-a.l!e'8B.B.-.t-• ..,eala1liea 

SEC. 6. Section 1.249.1 is added to the Code ot Civil Procedure, to read: 

l249.1. All improvements pertaining to the realty that are on the property 

on the date of the service of summons and which affect its value shall be 

considered in the assessment of compensation, damages and special benefits 

unless they are removed or destroyed before the earliest of the following dates: 

(a) The date the title to the property is taken by the plaintiff. 

(b) The date the possession of the property is taken by the plaintiff. 

(c) The date the plaintiff is authorized to take possession of the 

property under an order authorizing the plaintiff to do so. 

No improvements put upon the property subsequent to the date of the 

service of sUllllllons shall be included in the assessment of compensation, 

damages, or special benetits. 

SEC. 7. Section 1253 of the Code of Civil Procedure is amended to read: 

l253.}lJnen payments have been made and the bond given, if the 

plaintiff elects to give one, as required by [1Ike-lal!'8~yel Sections ~ 

and 1252, the court f~') shall make a final order of condemnation, which 
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[all.sli 1 .!!!!!! deac1'1be the property condemned, the estate or interest acquired 

therein and the purposes of such condemnation. A certified copy of the 

order [aM.,] shall thereupon be filed in the otfice of the recorder ot the 

county in which the propertl is located. [,-aai-U.8P8i1pea] 

ill The title to the property described [lill81'8b] in the tinal order 

of condeamation ralaall] vest! in the plaintiff for the purposes described 

therein [apesUi .. ] "Won the date that a certified copy ot the final order 

ot condemnation is filed in the office ot the recorder of the county. 

SEC. 8. Section 1254 ot the Code ot Civil Procedure is amended to 

read: 

1254. (1) In any case in which the plaintiff is not in possession of 

the property sought to be condemned, the plaintiff may, at any time after 

trial and Judgment entered or pending an appeal from the Judgment [lie-like 

iv.pps .. -Gell.l'li,-WAeBsve.-,ae-plaiBii"-saall-Aave-paii] and after payment 

into court [,] for the defendant £! [,] the full amount of the judgment [,) 

and such further sum as may be required by the court as a fund to pay any 

further damages and coats that may be recovered in said proceeding, [as 

we!!-a&-a11-iaaag.8-'ka,-~-a.-8WB'abei-~-'lle-i8'eBaaali7-'i,-fel'-aRy-eall.&e, 

,lle-pl'epepj;y-skall-•• ,-a8-fiBally-liake.-'.I'-plI.alie-lI.se,] apply ex parte for 

an order authorizing it to take possession of and to use the prgperty sought 

to be condemned. 

(2) If in the Judgment the court determined that the plaintiff is 

entitled to acquire the property by eminent domain, and if the court determines 

C. that the plaintiff bas made the deposit as required in subdivision (1) 
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of this section, the [~,e~~e~] court [ia-WAieA-~Ae-'P8ee~Rg-Wa8-*~~ea­

may,-~,ea-Re~ee-el-ae.-leee-tB&B-~eB-aeys,] shall, HY order, authorize the 

plaintiff [,-if-al~aay-ia-,eeeeeeieB,-~e-eeB.iB~e-~Ae~eiB,-afia-~f-Be., 

.aea] to take possession of and use the property during the pendency of and 

until the final conclusion of the litigation, and (~] shall, if necessary, 

stay all actions and proceedings against the plaintiff on account thereof. 

[lB-8B-ae.ieB-fey-eeBiemaa.ieB-e'-,~epep.y-'ep-.fte-~ee-ef-a-eeBeel-~e.~e., 

eefteel-ai8~~ie~-ie-ae.-a".alael •• ] 

(3) At least 10 days prior to the time possession is taken, the 

plaintiff shall serve upon the defendants or their attorneys, either personally 

or by mail, a cory of the order of the court authorizing it to take possession 

of the prorerty. A single service upon or mailing to those at the same 

address is sufficient. 

(4) At any time after the court has made an order authorizing the 

plaintiff to take possession pursuant to this section, the court may, upon 

motion of any party to the eminent domain proceedings, alter the amount 

that tre plaintiff is required to deposit pursuant to such order. 

( 5 ) The plaintiff shall not be held to have abandoned or vai ved the 

right to appeal from the judgment by depositing the amount of the judgment 

and such further sum as may be required by the court and taking possession 

of the property pursuant to this section. 

1§l The defendant, who is entitled to the money paid into court for 

him upon any judgment, shall be entitled to demand and receive the [e&me] 

full amount of the judgment at any time thereafter upon obtaining an order 

therefor from the court. [l~-eAall-.e-.ae-a~~y-e'] The court, or a judge 

thereof, upon application [ee~B8-maae] by such defendant, [~el shall order 

and direct that the money so paid into court for him be delivered to him 
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upon his filing a satisfaction of the judgment, or upon his filing a receipt 

therefor, and an abandonment of all defanses to the action or proceeding, 

except as to the amount of damages that he may be entitled to in the event 

that a new trial [eMil-eel ~ granted. A payment to a defendant, as 

aforesaid, shall be held to be an abandomnent by such defendant of all 

defenses interposed by htm, excepting his clatm for greater compensation. 

{~-asee~aiBiB@-tRe-~-te-ee-'8ia-4B~e-e~-t8e-e~*-&.Ral!-~ake 

e~e-~*-*Be-8aae-ee-~~eieB~-aBa-aiet~*e~] 

(7) Any amount withdrawn by any party in excess of the amount to which 

he is entitled 8S finally determined in the condemnation proceeding shall 

be returned to the party who deposited it without interest, and the court 

in which the condemnation proceeding is pending shall enter judgment therefor 

against such party. 

(8) The payment of the money into court, as hereinbefore provided 

for, shall not discharge the plaintiff from liability to keep ~ said 

fund full and without dtminution; but such money shall be and remain, as 

to all aCCidents, defalcations, or other contingencies (as between the 

parties to the proceedings), at the risk of the plaintiff, and shall 

so remain until the amount of the compensation or damages is finally 

settled by judicial determination, and until the court awards the money, 

or such part thereof as shall be determined upon, to the defendant, and 

until he is authorized or required by rule of court to take it. If, for 

aQy reason, the money shall at any time be lost, or otherwise abstracted 

or Withdrawn, through no fault of the defendant, the court shall require 

the plaintiff to make and keep the sum good at all times until the 

litigation is finally brought to an end, and until paid over or made 

payable to the defendant by order of court, as above provided. The court 
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shall Qrder the money to be deposited in the State Treasury, unless the 

plaintiff requests the court to order deposit in the county treasury, in 

'Which case the court shall order deposit in the county treasury. If the 

court orders deposit in the State Treasury, it shall be the duty of the 

State Treasurer to receive all such moneys, duly receipt for, and to 

safely keep the same in the Condemnation DepoSits Fund, which fund is 

hereby created in the State Treasury eJ:d for such duty he shall be liable 

to the plaintiff upon his Official bond. Money in the Condemnation Deposits 

Fund may be invested and reinvested in ~ securities described in Sections 

16430, 16431 and 16432, Government Code, or deposited in banks as provided 

in Chapter 4 of Part 2 of Division 4 of Title 2, Government Code. The 

Pooled Money Investment Board shall deSignate at least once a month the 

amount of money available in the fund for investment in securities or 

deposit in bank accounts, and the type of inveatment or deposit and 

shall so arrange the investment or deposit :program that funds Will be 

available for the :!.mmediate :payment of ~ court order or decree. 

Immediately after such designation the Treasurer shall invest or make 

deposits in bank accounts in accordance with the designations. 

ill For the purposes of this section, 8 written deteIm1nation 

signed by a majority of the members of the Pooled Money Investment Board 

shall be deemed to be the detennination of the board. Members may 

authorize deputies to act for them for the purpose of making determinations 

under this section. 

Jl22 Interest earned and other increment derived fram investments 

or depoSits made :pursuant to this section, after deposit of money in 

the State Treasury, shall be deposited in the Condemnation Deposits Fund. 
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After first deducting therefrom expenses incurred by the Treasurer in 

taking and making delivery of bonds or other securities under this section, 

the State Controller shall apportion as of June 30th and December 31st of 

each year the r_inder of such interest earned or increment derived and 

deposited in the fund during the six calendar months ending with such 

dates. There shall be apportioned and paid to each plaintiff having a 

deposit in the fund during the six-month period for which an apportionment 

is made, an amount directly proportionate to the total deposits in the 

fund and the length of time such deposits remained therein. The State 

Treasurer shall payout the money deposited by a plaintiff in such manner 

and at such times as the court or a judge thereof may, by order or decree, 

direct. 

(11) In all cases where a new trial has been granted upon the 

appl.1cation of the defendant, and he has failed upon such trial to obtain 

greater compensation than was allowed him 'upon the first trial, the costs 

of such new trial shall be taxed against him. 

SEC. 9. Section 1255a of the Code of Civil Procedure is amended 

to read: 

1255a. ill Subject to the provisions of this section, the plaintiff 

may abandon the proceedings at any time after ~ filing!2! the complaint 

il.hd before the expiration of thirty days after final judgment, by serving 

on defendants and filing in court a written notice of such abandonment; 

and' failure to comply with Section 1251 of this code shall constitute 

an :lJllpl.1ed abandonment of the proceeding!. 

-zr-



c 

c 

c 

(2) The court W, upon motion made within 30 days after such 

abandonment, set aside the abandonment if it determines that the position 

of the moving party has been substantially changed to his detriment in 

Justifiable reliance upon the proceedi1?g and such party cannot be restored to 

substantially ttie same POs! tion as if the proceed1l:lg had not been commenced. 

ill Upon the denial of a motion to set aside such abandonment .2::, 

if' no such motion· is fUed, upon the exPiration of the time for filing such 

a motion [~tI-"",!i.lII:pUei], on motion of any party, a judgment shall. be 

entered dismissing the proceeding and awarding the defendants their costs 

and disbursements, which shall include all necessary expenses incurred in 

preparing for trial and reasonable attorney fees. These costs and 

disbursements, including expenses and attorney fees, may be claimed in 

and by a cost bill, to be prepared, served, filed and taxed as in civil 

.,.1 

actions; proVided, however, that upon Judgment of dismissal on motion of 

plaintiff, defendants, and each of' them, may file a cost bill within 

{.ki~-~] 30 B] days after notice of entry of such judgment; that said 

costs and disbursements shall not include expenses incurred in preparing 

for trial where the [8aii] action is dismissed forty days or more prior to 

the time set for the pre-trial [sl] conference in the [tlaia] action or, 

if no pre-trial conference is set, the time set for the trial of the action. 

(4) If the plaintiff' has been aut.b.orlzed to take POSSeBSiC'll of the 

property sought to be coodenme<i ii.nd it is dete=i.ned that the plaintiff __ 

not have the authori t;y to take such property, or a portion thereof, by eminent 

domain, or if the plailltiff abandons the proceeding as to such property or a 

portion thereof, the court shall order the plaintiff to deliver possession 

of such property or such portion thereof to the parties entitled to the 
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possession thereof and shall make such provision as shall be just for the pay­

ment of damages arising out of the plaintiff's taking and use of the property, 

including damages for any loss or impairment of value the land and iJgProvements 

may have suffered after the date the plaintiff was authorized to take :possession 

of the property under the order authorizing the plaintiff to do so. 

SEC. 10. Section 125511 of the Code of Civil Procedure is amended 

to read: 

eFiep-f~-~Ae-e9KP~-fe~-'&BseesieB-ef-~e-,~~y-se~~-~e-ee-eeBieEaea 

IIrie~~e-~e-~riM-ef-~e-8e~;l:eBr-~Ae!ll ill The compensation and damages 

awarded in a condemnation proceeding shall draw [lawh.l] legal interest 

from the [eUeeUve-eu-ef-s8!a-eriei"o] earliest of the follOWing dates: 

(a) The date of the entry of judgment. 

(b) The date that the possession of the property sought to be 

condemned is taken or the dalDage thereto occurs. 

(2) The cO!!lllensation and damages awarded in a condemnation proceeding 

shall cease to draw interest on the earliest of the following dates: 

(a) As to a.DY amount deposited pursuant to Section 1243.5, the date 

that such amount is withdrawn by the person entitled thereto. 

(b) As to a.DY amount deposited pursuant to Section 1254, the date of 

such deposit. 

(c) As to a.DY amount paid to the person enti Ued thereto, the date 

of such payment. 

-29- l 



c 

c 

c 

SEC. ~l. (1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this section, 

this act applies to all actions or proceedings in eminent domain pending 

in the courts at the time this act takes effect in which no order 

authorizing the plaintiff to take possession of the property sought to 

be condemned prior to the final order of condemnation has been made 

prior to the effective date of this act. 

(2) Sections 5 and 6 of this act do not apply to any action or 

proceeding pending in the courts at the time this act takes effect. 
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(,36) 10/7/60 

II 

An act to amend Section 1248 of, and to add Section 1252.1 to, the Code 

of Civil Procedure, and to amend Section 5096 of the Revenue and 

Taxation Code, relating to taxes. 

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 1248 of the Code of Civil Procedure is amended 

to read: 

1248. The court, jury, or referee must hear such legal testimony 

as may be offered by any of the parties to the proceedingS, and thereupon 

must ascertain and assess: 

1. The value of the property sought to be condemned, and all 

improvements thereon pertaining to the realty, and of each and every 

separate estate or interest therein; if it consists of different parcels, 

the value of each parcel and each estate or interest therein shall be 

separately assessed; 

2. If the property sought to be condemned constitutes only a part 

of a larger parcel, the damages which will accrue to the portion not 

sought to be condemned, by reason of its severance from the portion 

sought to be condemned, and the construction of the improvement in the 

manner proposed by the plaintiff; 

3. Separately, how much the portion not sought to be condemned, 

and each estate or interest therein, will be benefited, if at all, by the 
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construction of the improvement proposed by the plaintiffs; and 1:f' the 

benefit shall be equal to the damages assessed under subdivision 2, the 

owner of the parcel shall be allowed no compensation except the value of 

the portion taken; but if the benefit shall be less than the damages so 

assessed, the former shall be deducted from the latter, and the remainder 

shall be the only damages allowed in addition to the value; 

4. If the property sought to be condemned be water or the use of 

water, belonging to riparian owners, or appurtenant to any lands, how much 

the lands of the riparian owner, or the lands to which the property sought 

to be condemned is appurtenant, will be benefited, if at all, by a diversion 

of water from its natural course, by the construction and maintenance, by 

the person or corporation in whose favor the right of eminent domain is 

c exercised, of works for the distribution and convenient delivery of water 

upon said lands; and such benefit, if any, shall be deducted from any 

damages awarded the owner of such property; 

5. If the property sought to be condemned be for a railroad, the cost 

of good and sufficient fences, along the line of such railroad, and the cost 

of cattle-guards, were fences may cross the line of such railroad; and such 

court, jury or referee shall also determine the necessity for and designate 

the number, place and manner of making such farm or private crossings as 

are reasonably necessary or proper to connect the parcels of land severed 

by the easement condemned, or for ingress to or egress from the lands 

remaining after the taking of the part thereof sought to be condemned, 

and shall ascertain and assess the cost of the construction and maintenance 

of such crossings; 

c 6. If the removal, alteration or relocation of structures or improve-

mente is sought, the cost of such removal, alteration or relocation and the 
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damaaes, if any, which will accrue by reason thereof; 

7. As far as practicable, compensation must be assessed for each 

source of damages separately; 

8. Hhen the property sought to be taken is enc\llllbered by a mortgage 

or other lien, and the indebtedness secured thereby is not due at the time 

of the entry of the judgment, the amount of such indebtedness may be, at 

the option of the plaintiff, deducted from the judgment, and the lien of 

the mortgage or other lien shall be continued until such indebtedness is 

paid; except that if such lien is for ad valorem taxes upon the property, 

the amount of such taxes for which, as between the plaintiff and the 

defendant, the plaintiff is liable under Section 1252.1 may not be deducted 

from the judgment. 

SEC. 2. Section 1252.1 is added to the Code of Civil Procedure, to 

read.: 

1252.1.. (1) As between the plaintiff and defendant, the plaintiff is 

liable for the payment of any ad valorem taxes upon the property sought to 

be condemned that (a) are allocable to that part of the fiscal year that 

begins on the date that the title to the property vests in the plaintiff 

or the plaintiff takes possession of the property, whichever is earlier, 

and (b) are not subject to cancellation under Chapter 4 (commencing with 

Section 4986) of Part 9 of Division 1 of the Revenue and Taxation Code or 

refund under Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 5096) of Part 9 of Division 

1 of the Revenue and Taxation Code. 

(2) If the defendant has paid any taxes for which, as between the plain­

tiff and defeD.d.ant, the plaintiff is liable under subdivision (1) of this section, 
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the plaintiff shall pay to the defendant a sum equal to the amount of 

such taxes for which the plaintiff is liable. 

(3) If the title to the property vests in the plaintiff or if the 

plaintiff takes possession of the property prior to judgment, the amount 

the defendant is entitled to be paid under sUbdivision (2) of this section 

shall be claimed at the time and in the manner provided for claiming costs. 

If title to the property does not vest in the plaintiff and if the plaintiff 

does not take possession thereof prior to j1!dgment, the amount the defendant 

is entitled to be paid under subdivision (2) of this section shall be claimed 

within 30 days after the title vests in the plaintiff or within 30 days after 

payment of such taxes, whichever is later, and shall be claimed in the man­

ner provided for claiming costs. 

SEC. 3. Section 5096 of the Revenue and Taxation Code is amended to 

read: 

5096. l!l On order of the board of supervisors, any taxes paid 

before or after delinquency shall be refunded if they were: 

(a) Paid more than once. 

(b) Erroneously or illegally collected. 

(c) Paid on an assessment in excess of the cash value of the 

property by reason of the assessor's clerical error. 

(d) Paid on an assessment of improvements when the improvements 

did not exist on the lien date. 

(2) On order of the board of supervisors, there shall be refUnded that 

portion of the taxes paid before or after delinquency which is allocable to that 
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part of the fi8callear which beacn on the date tile property vas acquired 

(1) by the United States of America, if such property upon such acquisition 

became exempt from taxation under the laws of the United States, or (2) by 

the State or by any county, City, school district or other public agency, 

and because of such public acquisition became not subject to sale for 

delinquent taxes. If the property was acquired by eminent dOlllain, the 

property shall be deemed to have been acquired on the date that the title 

to the property vests in the plaintiff or the plaintiff takes possession 

of the property, whichever is earlier. 

SEC. 4. This Act takes effect on July 1, 1962. 
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10/7/60 

III 

A reso~ution to propose to the people of the State of CaJ.ifornia an amendment 

to the Constitution of the State by amending Section 14 of Article I 

thereof relating to eminent domain. 

Resolved by the Senate, the Assembly concurring, That the Legislature 

of the State of CaJ.ifornia at its 1961 Regular Session commencing on the 

2nd day of January, 1961, two-thirds of the members elected to each of the 

two houses of the Legislature voting therefor, hereby proposes to the people 

of the State of CaJ.ifornia that the Constitution of the State be amended by 

amending Section 14 of Article I thereof, to read: 

SEC. 14. Private property shall not be taken or damaged for public 

use without Just compensation having first been made to, or paid into court 

for, the owner~ (7-BBi-R9-P~6k~-9t-vay-ep-.BBi8-~9-~9-~9i-tep-pe8ep¥e!F 

~~eses-S~-ee-&"peppia*ei-~e-~ke-~se-et-asy-eeppepa~ieR7-eHge~-& 

~~e~,~-e9Fpe~ep-a-ee~~y-ep-~Re-~*a~e-eP-me\pepeli*&R-va~ep-iis~pie~7 

SHBie~~~-~ili~y-ii~pie~,-SHBieipal-va~ep-ai8~pie*7-iPa~e,-!Fp~a~ieR1 

levee7-p@~~ieR-ep-va~ep-eeR8eP¥&~ieB-Qi8~pie*7-ep-8ia!l&p-'¥81~e 

e8PiePa~ieB-~~il-~-eempeBBatieB-~kepetep-8e-t!F8*-maie-iB-ae.ey-eP 

BBe~aiBei-aai-~Q-iB~e-ee~~p-*ke-8WReP7-ippe8,ee~ive-et-~-eeBeti~8 

fpem-asy-~pevemeB*-~pe,eBei-By-8~B-ee.,epa*i9R1-wRiekl EXcept as 

provided in Section ?Sa of Article XII of this Constitution, such 

just compensation shall be ascertained by a jury, unless a jury be waived, 

as in other civil cases in a court of record, as shall be prescribed by law~ 
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However, the Legislature may, by statute, authorize the plaintiff in a 

proceeding in eminent domain to take immediate possession of and 

title to the property sought to be condemned, whether the fee thereof 

or a lesser estate, interest or easement be sOught; provided that 

any such statute shall require Ca) that the plaintiff first deposit 

such amount of money as the court determines to be the probable 

just caapensation to be made for the taking and any dama.ge incident 

thereto, including any damages that may be sustained by the defendant 

if the property is not finally taken for public use, and Cb) that the 

money deposited shall be paid promptly to the person entitled thereto 

in accordance with such procedure and gpon such security as the 

Legislature may prescribe. Subject to the limitations contained 

in this section, the Legislature may by statute prescribe the manner 

in which, the time at which, the pYrEoses for Which, and the persons 

or entities by Which. immediate possession of property sought to be 

condemned may be taken. [t-lll'eVUeil.7-~ll.a~-b-aay-lll'Beeeiil!l8-b 

e&iaeR~-il.eEab-8l'B~ll.*-8y-*ll.e-i6a*e7-ep-a-eB~Y7-Bl'-_-BNB'ei,al 

.e~BJla*iBR7-BJl-se~PBpe.i*aa-wa~Bl'-Ai8~.i~1-.¥Rieillal-~~ili~y-il.'s~1"e*, 

~'ei,al-wa*ep-il.is~1".t7-il.Pa,~age7-il'l"ga*iB.7~lBvee,-l'eelaa&t'Ba-BlI 

wa~Bl'-eBRsepva*iea-il.'e*1'iet7-B.-8£.i.A.-ll~81'e-eBJIllBl'a*iBR1-*ll.e-afB1'e8aiil.-g*a~e 
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~ake-~eQiatQ-PQa8eaaiQR-aRQ-~ae-Q&-aR¥-~~SAt-o&-way-o~ 

laR4s-~e-ge-~seQ-&ep-pesepvetp-p~pe8e87-pe~~tpeQ-gop-a 

p~9*~G-~ee-Wfte~Aep-tAe-fee-tAepee&-ep-aR-easemeRt-tAepe&ep 

se-8e~gat-~peR-&iPet-GeMmeRG~Rg-em~ReRt-QQMa~R-pPOGeeQ~Rge 

aGGQPQiRS_to_law_iR_a_GO~~_O£_GgmpQteRt_a~ieQiGt~oR_RRQ 

taepe~peR-g~¥iRg-s~ea-seG~ity-iR-~ae-way-e&-meRe¥-Qepesitea 

as-tae-ee~t-~R-wRiek-s~ek-ppeeeeQ~Rgs-ape-peRaiRg-may 

aipeet;-aRa-ift-s~eR-ame~ts-ae-tAe-e~t-maY-Qetepmifte-te-se 

~ea5efta~~y-aae~~~e-~e-5ee~e-te-~Re-eWRep-ef-tfte-~pe~epty 

5e~~ft~-~e-~e-tiakeft-~eaia~e-~aymeft~-ef-~~s~-eem~eftsa~ieft 

£e~-5~eft-~akift~-afta-afty-aamage-ifteiaeftti-tRepete;-iftei~aiftg 

aamages-s~staiftea-tiy-peas8ft-ef-aft-aa~tiaieati8ft-tftat-tRepe 

is-ft~fteeessity-fep-takiftg-tRe-~p~epty.-as-s&eH-ae-tfte-same 

eaft-~e-aseep~aifte8-aeeePaiftg-te-law~--~fie-eetiP~may;-~~eft 

~i8ft-~-afty-~apty-t~sai8-emifteftt-aemaift-,peeee8iftgs; 

af~ep-Sti~~ee-~e-tfte-~a~-paPties-as-~e~t-ma¥ 

~pesepi~-ai~eF-tfte-am~t-Qf-s~eB-see¥F4~¥-ee-Fe~~4FeQ-4R 

~eft-~eeee84.flgs-. ] 

The taking of private property for a railroad run by 

steam or electric power for logging or lumbering purposes 

shall be deemed a taking for a public use, and any person, 

firm, company or corporation taking private property under 

the law of eminent domain for such purposes shall thereupon 

and thereby become a common carrier. 
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10/7/60 

IV 

An act to amend Section 1243.4 of the Code of Civil Procedure as proposed 

to be added by Senate Bill No. relating to eminent domain., 

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 1243.4 of the Code of Civil Procedure as proposed 

by Senate Bill No. is amended to read: 

1243.4. In any proceeding in eminent dOlllain [er~t-ey-%ke-&5ete; 

ee~effiUeB], the plaintiff may take immediate possession [e.ai-lise] -of 

Sell.gst,] the property sought to be condemned in the manner and subject 

to the conditions prescribed by law. 

SEC. 2. This act shall become effective only if Senate Constitutional 

Amendment No. is approved by the vote of the people at the next general 

election, and in such case, this act shall become effective on January 1, 
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