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Date of Meeting: M!.y 16-17, 1958 

Date ot MellIe: May 12, 1958 

Memorandum No. 9 

SUbJect: study #36(L) - Condemnation LaY and Procedure. 

You will recall that the Commission bas been directed to lJIBke a study 

of con<iemna'tion law and procedure and tbat it bas retained as its research 

consultant OIl this study the Los Angeles firm ot HUl, Farrer & Burrill. 

At the request at Mr. John BolIn, counsel to the Senate Interim 

Judiciar,y CGaa1ttee, Mr. Albert Day, one at the men of the Hill firm Who a:re 

working on the condemnation study, and I attended a meeting in Sacreman~ 

on ~, May 5, ot the SUbcommittee on Real Estate and Probate (Senators 

Dol.w1g, (ClI&1rman), Busch, cOCIIlblail DeSlllOlld). The reason tor Mr. Bobn'II 

request wall that tba SUbcommittee bas before it several bills relating to 

condemnation law and procedure, llcae at which had been passed by the 1957 

session at the Legislature and vetoed by the Governor. It was Mr. Behn's 

thought that it might be helpf'ul to the SUbcommittee in pl.aIIning its work 

during the 1IIterim period to knoll' of the Commission I S aIIsignment and to haVe 

a preliminary ~ from Mr. ~ and me. 1 s....."Mf.rt.c............ _ 
When Mr. Dayl1and I appeared before the Subcommittee;4 a question vas 

raised as to what progreas the CoIImiasion had made to date and bow soon it 

expected to cauplete its work on the condemnation study. I explained that Ye 

had made a contract with the Rill firm covering tlIree subJects -. moving 
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C . expenses, pretrial procedure, and evidence -- and that I thoue:ht we would 

do well to be able to report on these topics to the 1959 session. I stated 

that the other subjects covered in the detaUed outline prepared by" the 

Hill firm (copies of which I gave to the members of the SUbcommittee) would 

be rellorted on to the 1961 session or perhaps even later sessions, depending 

on how the work goes. It appeared that this timetable would not meet the 

SUbcommittee's immediate needs since it was interested not only in certain 

matters relating to elements of cCIIIIPensation (which is ccwered in part by" 

the Commission's CUl'l;'ent study of mov1ng expenses) but also in recoverable 

costs and allocation of award, (parts V and VI of the Hill outline). The 

SUbcommittee suggested that we rearrange our plans in such a 'W!l\Y as to be 

able to make a report on those matters in Which it is interested by Nov­

ember 15, 1958, which would permit the SUbcommittee, in turn, to make a 

report on these matters to the full Interim Committee in time to produce some 

legislation for the 1959 session. I stated that we would be happy to try to 

arrange our work to suit the needs and cOlWenience of the SUbcamnittee, but 

that there would obviously be some problems invo1ved in asking the Hill firm 

to take on a substantial additional assignment for completion in time for 

the Commission to report on them to the SUbcommittee by" November 15. The 

matter was left on the understanding that we would cOJllPly with the Sub. 

comm:l.ttee's request insofar as it is feasible for"us to do so. 

After consulting with Mr. Stanton, I have invited Mr. Dey and either or 

both of the other two men in the Hill firm who are working on the condf!l!!!)Btion 

study to meet with the CCllllDiasion in Ventura on Saturday, Ma;y 17 to agree upon 

the procedure to be followed at this point. We have asked Senator Cobey, 
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C L because of: his interest in the subject matter and his membership on the Senate 
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Interim Judiciary Committee, to make a special effort to attend this part of 

the meeting even though he will not be able to be present on Fri~. 

JRM:imh 

Respect1'ully subli1i tted, 

John R. M:Dono\l8h, Jr. 
Executive Secretary 
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