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9/18/56 

Memorandum No. 2 

Subject: Budget tor 1957-58 

Attached is a copy of a revised proposed budget for 1957-58 and a copy 

of the Chairman's letter of September 14 to the Department of Finance explainins it. 

The Department of Finance declined to give us any money from the 

emergEll cy fund for the current year. ThUS, . we had to use all available surplus 

funds in the current budget for research and will not be able to augment our 

legal statf this year. We were· able, however, to upgrade Mrs. l'Iordby's position 

from Junior Counsel to Assistant Counsel as of October 1, 1956. 

The proposed budget for 1957-58 therefore provides for a new Junior 

Counsel pOSition, to begin July 1, 1957. It also includes $5820 to cover research 

projects which we will have to carry over from the current fiscal year for lack 

of funds to undertake or com,plete them (See Memorandum No. 3 regarding selection 

C of studies to be completed during current fiscal year). 

c 

The Cha1l'ms.n and I deCided, subject to the approval. of the COIIIIlission, 

to inel ude $5000 in the item for Research Services in the proposed budget for 

1957-58 as a reserve for studies which may be assigned to us by the 1957 Legis-

lature, other +,han those recommended by the COIIIII11ssion. A similar item in our 

proposed b:mget tor the current fiscal l" ar was not approved by the Department 

of Finance '-'rl; ye believe that the events since the date of that decision 

conclusiv~ly establish the commission's need for such a fund. If the Chief of 

the B~get Section again refuses to approve this item, we recOllllllllnd that the 

matter be d::'scussed, if necessary, with the Director of Finance, the Governor, 

and tbe :,&Y3 anu. Means and Finance COIIIIIIittees of the Legislature. 

Re~ectfUlly submitted, 

John R. McDonough, Jr. 
Executive Secretary 
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SUl'PORr EXPENDlTURES NO. OF POSITIONS ACl'UAL ACTUAL Bt.JIGErED 

JlEl',AIL 54-55 55-56 56-57 57-58 1954-55 1955-56 1956-57* 
(Filled) (Filled) (Auth.) (Auth.) 

SALABIES AIm WAGES 
Caamission members (7) per diem $1,38<> $1,040 $2,000 
Executive secretary (one-baJ.f 

time) 1 1 1 1 6,000 6,300 6,900 
Assistant Counse1 1 5,922 
Junior C0Il!lSE!1 0.4 1 1 1 1,790 4,721 
Senior stenographer-Cl.erk 1 0.8 3,470 3,175 
Senior ~gal stenographer 0.2 1 1 682 4,550 
Intermediate stenographer-cl.erk 0.2 1 1 427.17 3,372 -

'rataJ.s, Sel&r1es & Wages 2.4 3.2 4 5 12,640 16,3if5.17 22,744 

OPERATING ElCPElVSES 

otf1ce 590.80 959.67 910 
Print1Dg & :B1ni!1ns 939.94 875.92 6,000 
Travel.1Dg-in-state 3,083.17 2,163..14 4,040 
Travel.-out-of'-state 379.25 500 
Te1ephone and Te1egraph: 

Exchange charges 512.3.2 262.43 250 
Long distance 281.49 300 

Postilgl! 217.60 330.50 500 
Subscriptions 259.75 
Reaearch Services 4,529.02 16,754.69 15,580 
Reviaion mucat!on Code ll, 617. 63 

'rataJ.s, Qperating Expenaes 21,490.28 22,264.84 28,080 

BQIlIPMEl'lr 
Of'fice - additional 69.09 1,516.26 200 

Tal'ALS, StlPPOR'.r 34,199.37 40,126.27 51,024 

* The figures in this co1UJ111l reflect certain transfers between items made in our budget for the current year 
as a resUlt of' discussions with the Department of' Finance. 
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COPY 

Hr. Robert L. Darkness 
Depar\;mwlt of J'L=e 
5066 state cap-ltol 
Sac1'amento, Celifornia 

Dear Hr. Bark.1ess: 

September 14, 1956 

Thill' le'\;'~cr ex;:;>lainf; the proposed bUl1ge<:; of the California La\l Revision 
C<laImissic.n :?or b.iiCal )t)ar 19:n-58. Several items bave been IlUbstant1ally changed 
tr6iII their counte;:-parts as originaJ.lJr establiShed in our 1956-57 budget in liaht 
of the eJt!IOrienc:; whic1:l the cOllll1ission has gained during the past fisc.\l year.· 

1. SALA1Ul!l8 AND WAGES. 

COlA'Il:l.asio!l Members ~l ~er diem ($?,OOO): This figUre is the ... 
as the revised figure for·]. - 7. 

*"ecutive Secr,-tary ($6,900): This fisure il the IJaIDe as for 1956-57 • 

ASSistant Counsal (!¥,28S): Thil fiFe takes acoO\lllt of the replar 
increase in pa¥ :i:01" this poe tion. 

Junior Counsal ($4I~): This b a new position. Our legal staft 
nI:N consists ot e. ~t-time ecutive Secretary and an Aslistant Counsell. 
Elcperience hal sh::wn tbat there is more lBifl. staff work to be done than 
these two people fl&D do. To date we ban been able to mintain our work 
load only because Professor lrIcDonou8h, our Elcecutive SecretU'Y, has deVoted 
considerably more than one-half of his time to the cOlllll1ssion' s work. 

senior Leel stenosraphertJiIt. 780) : Thil fisure takel into account 
the resUiai' increaae in PIV for I pOSition. 

Intermedifo.te stenograPher-Clerk ($3,484): ThiB figure il fiXed on the 
aSSU7l!Ption tbtl.t we Will begin a tuii tima J:n+...er:/Iediate S';enographer-Clerk 
as 0:: November 1, 1956; thus the rate Will be $281 for the first four monthe 
of 19~7-58 and $295 for the rema1n1Jlg e1gltt montbs. 

2. OPERt\TIHG EXPEBSES. 

Offioe (f.t' ooo} : This figure is slightly 1arS8l' than tile revised 
figure for l$i56- • 
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Mr. Robert L. Harkness -2-
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rnnting and Binding ($6,000): This tigure is the nme sa far 
1956-57. 

. Travel1ng-in-State ($4!~t: This figure is approXiu.teJ,y tbe 
S8llle &I. the reviSett figure tar 19 -57. 

Trave11Dg-out-of-State ($500): This tigure is the salt'll as for 
1956-!17 • 

Telephone and Telegraph. (a) EltcbapSe chares ~): 'this 1.'1g1.IN 
baa Deen 1ncreaeed sliglrtly to cOY'U charges at the pre rate. (b) LoDI 
!?!!:' ilSDce. (t300) : 'this fiaUre 2.s the same as for 1956-57. 

Postye ($350): 'l'h1s tilJU1'e bas been reduced fJ'~ $500 beo8U8e po8tap 
expense lIS8 :run less than anticipated. 

Subscr~ions (~): This is slightly lar&e1' thaD the cost of 
subscriptional95S-50l1 the assumption tlIat addttionaJ. JDellbers ~ the 
commission met desire subscriptions in 1957-58. 

items: 
Research Services (fSB.320): 'tb1s f18\II'e cdftsists of the tollov.lDa 

Stanford Research COiItl'act 
Research carried OVer fl'oIl 1956-57 

due to lack of fuzI4a 
Research on topics to be recOllDen4ed to 

1957 Session of tbe LeSislatwe 'by the 
eOlllll1ssiOn: 15 at an average cost of 
$1,000 '<i,11 

Reserve tor top1es which .., be assigDed 
'by 1957 Session of Legislature 

15,000 

5,000 

The figure for the stanford research contract ($2,500) is the same 
as for 1956-57. The figure of $5,820 tor research on aDsignments carried over 
frail the current fiseal. year consbts of $3,750 budgeter. tor the second part of 
the Uniform Rules ot Evidence study plus $2,070 'by which "We are short of the tUD4a 
necessary to ccnrer existing research .. sfanvnts. The coadssion believes that 
its request for $5,000 to cover ass11J1""""1;s which maybe given to it by the 1957 
Session of the Legislature, other tban those which the commission will reco"',"""", 
is justified by its eJI.llSl'ience in the 1956 Session in which it 'Was given several 
such assfgu",en"ts which will cost $7,150 during the current fiscal year. The 
cOllllDission recognizes that the Department of Pinance declined to approve a similar 
item in its proposed b1J!get for the current fiscal year. We respectt'ully request 
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tbe ~ to reconaider 1tll decision in order to avoid a recunenCl!l of tbe 
pnsent s1t11&t10n in which tbe c<IDIID1ssion bas more assignments trOl!l the Legi$latUre 
tlIan 1t bas funds to canpJ.ete.· . 

3.~ 

Office - additional ($6~): This item assumes that tbe new position 
01' JuD.1ozo CoImael Will be eltab10shed and includes funds tozo the pQ'POSe of 
b\IJ1lIg o1't1ce equipment. It also includes tunas tar tUes whicb we find we 
iIIIlR acquir8 at tbe rate of approximately two per year. 

Very truly yours, 

TBOIICIlS E. STAlflXJl, JR. 
Cbairllan. CalitorD1a 
Law Revision CCIJIII1SsiOD 
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