#5-700 ' 4/30/79
Memorandum 79-24
Subject: Study H-700 - Abandonment and Vacation of Public Streets and
Highways (Staff Draft of Tentative Recommendation)

A toplc that was added to oﬁr agenda last session by the Legisla-
ture, not at the request of the Commission, is abandonment and vacation
of public streets and highways. The Legislature was apparently con—
cerned about the preliferation of statutes governing abandonment and
felt that we should take a look at them to see if we could make any
sense out of and put some order in them,

The staff's review of the statutes indicates that they are not that
bad. They are generally good statutes, although there is quite a bit of
fragmentation-—-there are separate but similar statutes for city streets
and county highways, as well as public service easements., The staff has
prepared the attached draft to repeal the ekisting provisions and re-
place them by a éingle ﬁrocedural statute, The staff considers that it
has made only one change of any substance-~-where an offer of dedication
for street purposes is made under the Subdivision Map Act and the offer
has not been accepted, the local agency can terminate the offer by
summary vacation rather tham going through the long vacation procedure
presently required.

If the Commission approves this draft, we will distribute it to
interested persons-—-particularly cities, counties, and title insurers--

for review and comment.

Regpectfully submitted,

Nathaniel Sterling
Agsgistant Executive Secretary



#8-700 , 4/30/79
STAFF DRAFT

TENTATIVE RECOMMENDATION

relating to

VACATION OF PUBLIC STREETS, HIGHWAYS,
AND SERVICE EASEMENTS

The procedures for abandoning and vacating public streets and
highways are found in a number of places in the Streets and Highways
Code.1 The procedures for abandoning and vacating city streets and
county highways are parallel but separate.2 Another similar procedure
in the Government Code provides for abandoning and vacating public
service easements.3 These provisions, while generally comparable,
display unnecessary incounsistencies and divergencies.

The Commission recommends that the various abandonment and vacation
provisions be repealed and be replaced by a single general statute
governing vacation of all public streets, highways, and service ease-
ments.4 This will reduce the bulk of the statutes by about one fourth
.while providing a clear and unlforn ‘Procedure.

' The Commission also recommends that, where an offer of dedication
of property for a right-of-way has been made to a local agency pursuant
to the Subdivision Map Act5 or general la.w6 but the offer of dedication
has not been accepted, the local agency may terminate the offer by
summary vacation proceedings. This would change existing law, which

requires ordinary vacation proceedings. <

l. See, e.g., Sts. & Hy. Code §§ 100.2, 100.3 (freeway interceptions);
954-960.5 (county highways); 1930-1934 (summary vacation of city
streets); 8300-8374 (Street Vacation Act of 1941).

2, Compare Sts. & Hy. Code §§ 954-960.5 (county highways) with
§§ 8300-8374 (city streets).

3. Gov't Code §§ 50430-50445 (Public Service Easements Vacétion Law).

4. The recommended legislation would not affect the existing provi-
sions relating to state highways.

S. Gov't Code § 66477.2,

b. Gov't Code § 7050,



Four general rules have been followed in preparing the recommended
legislation:
- (1) Only technical and minor substantive changes in the basic
vacation procedures have been made.

(2) Where two related provisions conflict, that which appears most
consistent with the general scheme of the statute has been gelected.

(3) Where a problem is addressed by one statute but not by others,
the statute addressing the problem has been preserved.

{4) Vhere gtatutes are similar but are differently worded, the

language of the more recently enacted statute has been preferred.

The Commission's recommendation would be effectuated by enactment

of the following measure:

An act to repeal Sections 812 and 812.5 of the Civil Code, to amend
Sections 7050 and 66477.2 of, and to repeal Article 5 (commencing with -
Section 50430) of Chapter 2 of Part 1 of Division 1 of Title 5 of, the
Govermment Code, and to amend Sections 954, 954.5, and 960.5 of, to
repeal and add Part 3 (commencing with Section 8300) to Division 9 of,
to repeal Sections 100.23, 955, 956, 956.8, 957, 957.5, 958, 959, 959.1,
950, 960.1, 960.2, 960,.3, and 960.4 of, and to repeal Chapter 5 (com—
mencing with Section 1930) of Division 2.5 of, the Streets and Highways
Code, relating to vacation of public streets, highways, and service

easements.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
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PART 3. PUBLIC STREETS, HIGHWAYS, AND SERVICE
EASEMENTS VACATION LAW

CHAPTER 1. SHORT TITLE AND DEFINITIONS

Short title

Application of definitions
Adoption of resolution
Clerk

Legislative body

Local agency

Public service’ easement
Resolution

Street; highway

Vacation

CHAPTER 2. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Liberal construction

Alternative procedure

Allocation of authority between city and county

When planning commission action required

Limitation where right-of-way useful as nommotorized trans-
portation facility

Limitation on vacation of state highway

Combined proceedings

Proof of publication and posting

CHAPTER 3. GENERAL VACATION PROCEDURE

Resolution of intention
[Reserved]

Petition to vacate

[Reserved]

Publication of notice of hearing
[Reserved]

Posting notice of vacation
Hearing; rescolution of vacation
Recordation of resolution

CHAPTER 4. SUMMARY VACATION
Article 1. Authority

Street or highway superseded by relocation
Impassible streets and highways

Freeway interceptiom

Unused public service easements
Miscellaneous grounds for wvacation



L & U W W W W h W Eh wn wn um

wn A W wn

8335.
8336.

8340,
8341,
B342.

8345.
8346.
8347.
8348.
8349.

8350.
8351.
8352.
8353.

8355.
8356.

8360.
8361.
8362,
8363,

Article 2. Procedure

Resolution of vacation
Recordation of resolution

CHAPTER 5. RESERVATION AND PRESERVATION OF EASEMENTS
Article 1. Reservation and Vacation of Easements

Authorization to reserve easements
Recitation in resolution of intention and resolution of wvacation
Summary vacation of easements '

Article 2. Preservation of Public Easements

"Public body" defined

Requests for notice; index of requests

Notice of wvacation proceeding

Determination that public easement is required
Limitations of artiele

CHAPTER 6. EFFECT OF VACATION
Article 1. Effect on Property Rights

Extinction of public easements

Reversion of easement or disposition of fee
Effect on private easements and other rights
Easements claimed by reference to map or plat

Article 2, Disposition of Excess Property

Sale or exchange of excess property
Conveyance to adjacent or fronting owners

CHAPTER 7. INTERCITY AGREEMENTS LIMITING VACATION

Agreement between cities
Ratification of prior agreements
Limitation of power to vacate streets
Recordation of agreements



406231

VACATION OF PUBLIC STREETS, HIGHWAYS,
AND SERVICE EASEMENTS

Streets & Highways Code §§ 8300-8363 (added)
SEC. . Part 3 (commencing with Section 8300) is added to Division

9 of the Streets and Highways Code, to read:

PART 3. PUBLIC STREETS, HIGHWAYS, AND SERVICE
EASEMENTS VACATION LAW

CHAPTER 1. SHORT TITLE AND DEFINITIﬁNS

§ B300. Short title
8300. This part may be cited as the Public Streets, Highways, and

Service Easements Vacation Law.

Comment, Section 8300 supersedes former Section 8300 {Street
Vacation Act of 1%41) and former Government Code Section 50430 (Public
Service Easements Vacation Law).

406 /480
§ 8301. Application of definitions

’ 8301. Unless the provision or context otherwise requires, the

definitions in this chapter govern the constructiom of this part.
Comment. Section 8301 makes clear that this chapter provides

special definitions applicable only to this part. For other definitions

and rules of construction applicable to this part, see Sections 1-29.
See also Section 8345 ("public body" defined).

999/35%
§ 8302. Adoption of resolution

8302. "“Adoption" of 2 resolution includes passage or enactment of

a resolution.

Comment. Section 8302 relates to adoption of an ordinance as well
as a resolution. See Section 8307 {"resolution” includes ordinance).

| 406/479
§ 8303. Clerk
8303. "Clerk"™ includes a person or officer who is clerk of a

legislative body.



§ 8304

Comment. Section 8303 continues the substance of former Section

8303 (city streets) and former Govermment Code Section 50432(a) (public
service easements).

999/549
§ 8304. Legislative body
8304, "Legislative body" means:

(a) In the case of a county or city and county, the board of super-
visors.

(b) In the case of a city, the city council or other body which by
law is the legiglative body of the govermment of the city.

Comment. Section 8304 continues the substance of former Section

8302 {city streets) and broadens it to include the county board of
supervisors. See alsoc Gov't Code § 50002 (legislative body defined).

999/360
§ 8305. Local agency

8305. "Local agency” means county, city, or city and county.

Comment. Section 8305 1s drawn from Government Code Sectiom 50001
{(local agency defined). '

405/880

§ 8306. Public service easement

8306. ™Public service easement” includes all or part of:

(a) A right-of-way or easement acquired for public use by dedica-
tion or otherwise for sewers, pipelines, polelines, electrical transmis-
sion and communication lines, pathways, storm drains, drainage, canal,
and light and air,

{b) An easement, except for street or highway purposes, dedicated
or purportedly dedicated for public use by a plat or map filed or re-
corded in the office of the county recorder.

Comment. Section 8306 continues the substance of former Government
Code Section 50432(c) (public service easement).



§ 8307

406 /205
§ 8307, Resolution

8307. MResolution™ includes ordinance.

Comment. Section 8307 supersedes former Section 8305 (ordinance
includes resolution)}.

4067210
§ 8308. Street; hiphway
8308. "Street" and "highway" include all or part of a public

highway, road, street, avenue, alley, lane, drive, way, place, court,
trail, or other public right-of-way or easement, or purporteﬂ public
street or highway.

Comment. Section 8308 continues the substance of former Section
8304 (city streets) and the provisions of Section 960.5 insofar as the
provisions of Section 960.5 related to abandonment of county highways.

4067218

§ 8309. Vacation
8309. "Vacation" includes the sbandgmment of street and highway

easements and public service easements and the closing of them from

public use,

Comment. Section 8309 continues the substance of former Section
8306 (city streets) and former Govermment Code Section 50432 (b) (public
service easements) and broadens them to include county highways.

406/478
CHAPTER 2. GENERAL PROVISIONS

§ 8310. Liberal construction
8310. This part shall be liberally construed in order to effectu-~

ate its purposes.

Comment. Section 8310 continues former Section 8301 (city streets).

406/475
§ 8311. Alternative procedure

8311. (a) The procedures provided in this part are alternative

procedures for vacating streets, highways, and public service easements.



§ 8312

The authority granted in this part is alternmative to any other authority
provided by law to local agencies.

(b) The provisions of this part do not apply to or affect any other
provision of this code. 1If proceedings are commenced under this part,
the provisions of this part, and no other provisions of this code, apply
to the proceedings.

Comment. Section 8311 continues the substance of the first two
paragraphs of former Section 8308 (city streets) and former Government
Code Section 50431 (public service easements) and broadens them to
include county highways. This part is not the exclusive means by which
& local agency may close a street or highway. See, e.g., Sections
100.2, 941.2, 180l (closure at freeway interception); but see Section

8332 (qacation in connection with closure at freeway interception). See
also Section 942.5 (closure of county highway).

406/211
§ 8312, Allocation of authority between city and county

8312. Pursuant to this part, a city legislative body may vacate
all or part of a street, highway, or public service easement within the
city and a board of supervisors may vacate all or part of a street,
highway, or public service easement within the couﬁty but cutside a
city.

Comment. Section 8312 continues the substance of former Section
8320 (city streets) and the first paragraph of former Govermment Code

Section 50436 (public service easements) and broadens them to include
county highways.

) 968/710
§ 8313, VWhen planning commission action required

8313. A street, highway, or public service easement may be vacated
pursuant to this part within the area for which a master plan is adopted
only after the proposed vacation is submitted to and acted upon by the
planning commission.

Comment. Section 8313 continues the substance of former Govermment

Code Section 504353 (public service easements) and broadens it to include
city streets and county highways.



§ 8314
406/456

§ 8314. Limitation where right—-of-way useful as nonmotorized trans-
portation facility

8314. A street, highway, or public service easement shall not be

vacated pursuvant to this part except in compliance with Section 2331.

Comment. Section 8314 makes clear that a right-of-way may not be

vacated unless the legislative body determines that the right-of-way is
not useful as a nommotorized transportation facility. See Section 2381,

07/428
§ 8315. Limitation on vacation of state highway

8315. A state highway may be vacated under this part only with the

approval of the California Highway Commission.

Coﬁment. Section 8315 continues the substance of the last sentence
of former Section 8308 (city streets).

8330
§ 8316. Combined proceedings

8316. One or more streets, highways, and public service easements,
whether or not contiguous, may be included and vacated in the same
proceeding.

Comment. Section 8316 continues the substance of the second para-
graph of former Section 83221 (city streets) and the second paragraph of

former Government Code Section 50436 (public service easements) and
broadens them to include county highways. '

406/961
§ 8317. Proof of publication and posting
8317. (a) Proof of publication of a notice shall be made by affi-

davit, pursuant to the Code of Civil Procedure., Proof of the posting of
a notice shall be made by affidavit of the person posting it, reciting
the facts of the posting.

(b) An officer required to have any notice published or posted
shall file the affidavit in his office, Failure to do sc does not
invalidate proceedings under this part. An affidavit so filed is prima
facle evidence of the facts stated in it.

Comment. Section 8317 continues the substance of former Section

8307 (city streets) and former Govermment Code Section 50433 (public
service easements) and broadens them to include county highways.

-9



405/890
CHAPTER 3. GENERAL VACATION PROCEDURE

§ 8320. Resolution of intention '

8320. (a) The legislative body of a local agency may initiate a
proceeding under this chapter by adopting a resolution of intentiom to
vacate. '

(b) The resolution of intention shall include all of the following:

{1) A declaration of the intention of the legislative body to
vacate. . .

{2) A statement that the vacation proceeding is conducted under
this chapter.

(3) A description of the street, highway, or public service ease-
ment to be vacated and a reference to a map or plan on file in the
office of the clerk. In the case of a street or highway, the descrip-
tion shall include its lawful or official name or the name by which it
is commonly known. In the case of a public service easement, the de-
scription shall identify it with common certainty.

(4) The date, hour, and place for hearing all persons interested in
the proposed vacation. The date shall be not less than 15 days from the
adoption of the resolution.

{¢) The resolution of intention shall be published or posted in the
manner prescribed for the publication and posting of resolutioms of the
legislative body.

Comment. Subdivision (a} of Section 8320 indicates that a proceed-
ing may be initiated by resolution. For initiating a proceeding upon
petition, see Section 8322, Paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (b)
continue the substance of former Sections 956.8 (county highways) and
8321 (city streets) and former Government Code Section 50437 {public
service easements). The remainder of subdivision {(b) and subdivision
{c) continue the substance of the first portion of the first paragraph
of former Section 8322 (city streets) and former Government Code Section

50438 (public service easements) and broadens them to include county
highways.

07/440

§ 8321, [Reserved]

-10-



§ 8322
4057889

§ 8322, Petition to vacate

8322, (a) Ten or more freeholders may petition the board of super-
visors to vacate a street or hipghway under this chapter. At least two
of the petitioners-shall be residents of the road district in which some
part of the street or highway proposed to be vacated is situated and be
taxable therein for street or highway purposes.

| {b) Five or more freeholders may petition the board of supervisors
to vacate a public service easement under this chapter. At least cone of
the petitioners shall be a resident of the township in which the public
gservice easement proposed to be vacated is situated.

{(c) The residence address of each petitiomer shall be set forth in
tﬂe petition.

{(d) The board of supervisors may require the person filing the
petition to deposit an amount reasonably sufficient to defray the ex-
penses of Investigations, mailings, publicatioms, and postings under
this chapter. The deposit shall be made with the county officer desig=
nated by the board. Upon completion of the proceedings, any unused
portion of ‘the deposit shall-be refufided to the pérdon who filed the
petition. If the costs exceed the deposit, the county shall bear the
excess costs.

(e) Upon the filing of a petition and the making of the deposit, if
any, required under this section, the board of supervisors, by order,
shall fix the date, hour, and place of the hearing on the petition. At
least two weeks before the day set for the hearing, the clerk of the
board shall mail a notice of the date, hour, and place of the hearing to
each of the petitioners at the address set forth im the petition.

(f) Nothing in this section prevents the board from vacating a
street, highway, or public service easement without requiring the filing
of a petition or charging costs if the board determines it is in the
public interest to do so.

Comment. Subdivision {a) of Section 8322 continues the substance
of former Section 957 (county highways). Subdivision (b) continues the
substance of former Government Code Section 50439 (public service ease-
ments). Subdivision (c¢) is included to permit compliance with the

mailing requirement of subdivision (e). Subdivisions (d) and (f) con-
tinue the substance of former Section 957.5 (county highways) and

-11=



§ 8323

broaden it to include public service easements. The first sentence of
subdivision (e) is drawn from provisions of former Section 958 (county
highways) and former Government Code Section 50440 (public service
easements). The second sentence of subdivision (e) is new.

999/560
§ 8323, [Reserved]

3055
§ 8324. Publication of notice of hearing

8324. (a) Except as provided in subdivisions (b) and (c), notice
of the date, hour, and place of the hearing on the resolution of inten-
tion or petition to vacate shall be published for at least two succes-
sive weeks prior to the hearing in a daily, semiweekly, or weekly news-
paper published and circulated in the local agency conducting the pro-
ceeding and which is selected by the legislative body for that.purpase
or by the clerk or other officer responsible for the publication where
the'legislative body has not selected any newspaper for that purpose.

(b} If the proceeding is conducted by a city and there is no daily,
semiweekly, or weekly newspaper published and circulated in the city,
the notice shall be published in some newspaper published in the county
in which such city is located.

(¢) Notice need not be published under this section in either of
the following cases:

(1} Where the resolution of intention is published in a newspaper
pursuant to subdivision {c¢) of Section B320.

(2) where there is no daily, semiweekly, or weekly newspaper pub-
lished and circulating in the county in which the local agency conduct—
ing the proceeding is located.

Comment. Section 8324 is adapted from Section 5061 (The Improve-
ment Act of 1911) and supersedes portions of former Section 958 (county

highways) and Government Code Section 50440 (public service easements)
and extends the publication requirement to include city streets.

101/190
§ 8325. [Reserved]

-]2=



§ 8326
405/381

§ 8326. Posting notice of vacation

8326, (a) At least two weeks before the day set for the hearing,
the legislative bodﬁ shall post conspicuously notices of vacation along
the line of the street, highway, or public service easement proposed to
be vacated. The notices shall be posted not more than 300 feet apart
but at least three notices shall be posted.

(b) The notices shall state the day, hour, and place of hearing and
shall refer to the adoption of the resolution of intention or to the
filing of the petition.

{c) The notices shall describe the street, highway, or public
service easement proposed to be vacated. In the case of a street or
highway, the description shall include its lawful or official name or
the name by which it is commonly known. In the case of a public service
easement, the description shall identify it with common certainty. A
map or plan showing the location of the street, highway, or public
easement proposed to be vacated 1s sufficient compliance with this
subdivision.

Comment. Section 8326 is based on and supersedes a portion of
former Section 955 (county highways), a portion of the third sentence of
former Section 958 (county highways), the last portion of the first
paragraph of former Section 8322 (city streets), and former Govermment

Code Section 50441 (public service easements), The last sentence of
subdivision (¢) is new.

404/178
§ 8327. Hearing; resolution of vacation
8327. At the hearing, the legislative body shall hear the evidence

offered by persons interested. If the legislative boedy finds, from all
the evidence submitted, that the street, highway, or public service
easement described in the resolution of intention or petition is unnec-
essary for present or prospective public use, the legislative body may
adopt a resolution of vacation wacating the street, highway, or public
service easement.

Comment. Section 8327 continues the substance of the first two
sentences of former Sections 956 (county highways), 959 (county high-

ways), and 8323 (city streets) and former Govermment Code Section 50442
(public service easements),

=13~



§ 8328

09/749
§ 8328, Recordation of resolution

8328. (a) The clerk shall cause a certified copy of the resolution
of vacation, attested by the clerk under seal, to be recorded in the
office of the recorder of the county in which the property is located.
No fee shall be charged for recordation.

{b) Upon such recordation, the wvacation is complete.

Comment. The first sentence of subdivision (a) of Section 8328
continues the substance of the third sentence of former Section 9556
(county highways), the second sentence of former Section 960 (county
highways), the second paragraph of former Section 8324 (city streets),
and former Govermment Code Section 50445 (public service easements}.
The second sentence of subdivision (a) is the same as a provision of
Section 8336.

~ Subdivision (b) supersedes the portions of former Sections 960
(county highways) and 8324 (city streets) and former Govermnment Code
Section 50444 {public service easements) that gave effect to the vaca-
- tion upon the making of an order of wvacatiom.

9751
CHAPTER 4. SUMMARY VACATIONR

Article 1. Authority

§ 8330. Street or highway superseded by relocation

8330. (é) The legislative body of a local agency may summarily
vacate a street or highway that has been superseded by relocation.

(b) A street or highway shall not be summarily vacated pursuant to
this section if vacation would do either of the following:

(1) Cut off all access to a person's property which, prior to
relocation, adjoined the street or highway.

{2) Terminate an easement or right of a type described in Section
8340.

Comment. Section 8330 continues the substance of subdivision (a)
of former Section 960.1 {(county highways) and of former Section 1930
{city streets). An easement or right of a type referred to in subdivi-

sion {(b)(2)——one of a type described in Section 8340--may be vacated in
the manner prescribed in Section 8342,

14~



§ 8331
287842

§ 8331. .Impassable streets and highways.
~ 8331. The legislative body of a local agency may summarily wvacate

a street or highwaykif both of the following conditions exist:

(a) For a period of five consecutive years the street or highway
has been impassable for vehicular travel.

(b) No public money was expended for maintenance on the street or
highway during such period.

Comment. Section 8331 continues a provision formerly found in
Section 954 that related to abandomment of unnecessary county highways
and broadens the provision to include city streets. A county highway

that is described in Section 8331 may be designated a stock trail in=~
stead of being vacated. See Section 954.

406/252
§ 8332, Freeway interception

8332. The legislative body of a local agency may summarily vacate
a street or highway pursuant to an agreement entered into with the
department pursuant to Section 100.2 to close the street or highway at
or near the point of its interception with a freeway.

Comment. Section 8332 supersedes subdivision (a) of former Section
100.23 {city streets and county highways) and makes clear that the
action of the local agency is to be taken pursuant to this part,

Nothing in this section precludes closure of a street or highway without

vacation pursuant to Sections 100.2, 941.2, and 1801l. See Section 8311
and Comment thereto.

406/248

§ 8333, Unused public service easements

8333. The legislative body of a local agency may summarily vacate
a public service easement in any of the following cases:

{(a) The easement has not been used for the purpose for which it was
dedicated or acquired for five consecutive years next preceding the
proposed vacation.

(b) The date of dedication or acquisition is less than five years
and more than one year next preceding the proposed vacation, and the
easement was not used continuously since that date.

Comment. Section 8333 continues the substance of the first para-
graph of former Govermment Code Section 50443 (public service easements).

=15=



§ 8334
38/658

§ B8334. Miscellaneous grounds for wvacation

8334. The board of supervisors of a county may summarily vacate
any of the following: |

(a) An excess right-of-way of a street or highway not required for
street or highway purposes.

(b} A portion of a street or highway that lies within property
under one ownership and that does not end touching property of another.

Comment. Section 8334 continues the substance of subdivisions (b)
and (c) of former Section 960.1 (county highways).

406/234

Article 2. Procedure

§ 8335. Resolution of vacation

8335. (a) The legislative body may vacate a street, highway, or
public setrvice easement pursuant to the authority provided in this
chapter by adopting a resclution of wvacation.

(t) The resolution of wvacation shall state all of the following:

{1) A statement that the wvacation is made under this chapter.

(2) The name or other designation of the street, highway, or publie
service easement, and a precise description of the portion wvacated.

(3) The facts under which the summary vacation is made. If the
vacation is made pursuant to Section 8332, the statement shall include
the date of the agreement. The resolution is prima facie evidence of
the facts stated.

{(4) From and after the date the resolutlon is recorded, the street,
highway, or public service easement vacated no longer constitutes a
street, highway, or public service easement. a

Comment. Subdivision {a) of Section 8335 continues the substance
of the first sentences of former Sections 1931 (city streets) and 960.2
(county highways) and broadens them to include public service easements.
See also former Section 100.23(a) {city streets and county highways).

Subdivision (b) continuves the substance of former Section 100.23{b)
(city streets and county highways) and the second paragraph of former

Government Code Section 50443 (public service easements). Paragraph (1)
of subdivision (b) is new, '
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§ 8336
38/659
§ 8336. Recordation of resolution

8336. (a) The clerk shall cause a certified copy of the resolution
of vacation, attested by the clerk under seal, to be recorded in the
office of the recorder of the county in which the property is located.
No fee shall be charged for recordationm.

(b) On such recordation, the vacation is complete.

Comment. Section 8336 continues the substance of the first sen-
tence of former Section 100.23(c) (city streets and county highways) and
the second, third, and fourth sentences of former Sections 960.2 (county
highways) and 1931 (city streets) and broadens those provisions to

include public service easements and makes revisions to conform the
provisions to Section 8328,

406/208
CHAPTER 5. RESERVATION AND PRESERVATION OF EASEMENTS

Article 1. Reservation and Vacation of Easements

§ 8340, Authorization to reserve casements

8340, In a praceeding to vacate a street or highway, the local
agency may:

{a) Reserve and except from the vacation the easement and right at
any time, or from time to time, to conmstruct, maintain, operate, re-
place, remove, and renew sanitary sewers and storm drains and appurte-~
nant structures in, upon, over, and across a street or highway propcsed
to be vacated and pursuant to any existing franchise or remewals there-
of, or otherwise, to construct, maintain, operate, replace, remove,
renew, and enlarge lines of pipe, conduits, cables, wires, poles, and
other convenient structures, equipment, and fixtures for the operation
of gas pipelinesg, telegraphic and telephone lines, railroad lines, and
for the transportation or distribution of electric emergy, petroleum and
its products, ammonia, water, and for incidental purposes,-including
access to protect such works from all hazards in, upon, and over the
street or highway proposed to be vacated. '

{b) BReserve and except from vacation an easement for a future

street or highway.
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§ 8341

Comment. Subdivision (2) of Section 8340 continues the substance
of former Sections 959.1(a) {county highways), 1934 (city streets), and
8330 (city streets). See also Sections 72.5 and 838 (state highways).

Subdivision (b) continues the substance of former Section 959.1(b)
{county highways) and broadens it to include city streets.

406/246

§ 8341. Recitation in resolution of intention and resolution of
vacation

8341. (a) In a proceeding to vacate a street or highway, if the
legislative body determines that the-public convenience and necessity
require thelreservation and exception of easéments and rights~of-way for
works enumerated in Section 8340, such reservations and exceptions shall
be recited in the resolution of vacation, in addition tec any other
matter required to be recited therein. If the legislative body intends
to make such determination at the time the proceeding is initiated, the
intention to make such reservations and exceptions shall also be recited
in the resolution of intentiom, in addition to any other matter required
to be recited therein. '

(b) Subsequent proceedings of the>10ca1 agency in relation to the
vacation, including a deed or conveyance to the owners of property
underlying the street or highway, are sﬁbject to and governed by the
reservations and exceptions recited in the resolution of vacation.

Comment. Section 8341 continues the substance of former Section
8331 and broadens it to include county highways and to impose the re-

quirement that the reservations and exceptions be recited in the resolu-
tion of vacation.

405/413

§ 8342, Summary vacation of easements

8342. (a) With respect to an easement reserved and excepted from
the vacation of a street or highway, the legislative body may summarily
vacate the easement by adoption of a resolutionm.

(b) The resolution shall be adopted at a hearing for which notices,
at least 30 days prior to the hearing, have been posted conspicuously

along the easement proposed to be vacated. The notice shall give the
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§ 8345

‘date, hour, and place of the hearing and shall be posted not more than
300 feet apart, with a minimun of three notices to be posted.

(c) The_clerk shall cause a certified copy of the resolutionm,
attested by the clerk under seal, to be recorded in the office of the
county recorder of the county in which the easement is located. No fee
shéll be charged for recordation. Upon such recordation, the easement
is extinquished.

{d) This section applies only to easements occupled solely by
facilities of the local agency summarily vacating the easement.

i Comment. Section 8342 continues the substance of former Section

8332 (city streets) and broadens it to include county highways, and
subdivision (c) of Section 8342 is revised to conform to Section 8336.

287453
Article 2. Preservation of Public Easements

§ 8345, "Public body" defined
8345. As used in this article, "public body™ means a city or

special district as defined in Section 54775 of the Govermment Code.

Comment. Section 8345 supersedes the first paragraph of former
Civil Code Section 812.5.

18/549

§ B346. Requests for notice; index of requests

8346. (a) A public body may request a local agency for notice of
proceedings to vacate a street or highway.

(b) Every local agency shall maintain an index of requests for
notice of vacation proceedings received pursuant to this section. The
index shall be made ayailable to the public upon request.

Comment. Section 8346 continues the substance of the fifth para-
graph of former Section 812.5.

404/986
§ 8347, Notice of vacation proceeding

8347. If a public body has requested notice of the vacation pro-
ceeding under Section 8346, the local agency shall give written notice
of the vacation proceeding to the public body withia 15 days after:



§ 8348

(a) The adoption of a resclution of intention or the filing of a
petition to vacate. '

{(b) The adoption of the resolution of vacation in cases not covered
by subdivision (a).

Comment. Section 8347 supersedes the first sentence of the third
paragraph of former Sectiom 812.5.

4047985
§ 8348, - Determination that public easement is required

8348. (a) Within 30 days after receipt of the notice of the vaca-
tion proceeding, the public body may:

(1) Determine that public convenience and necessity require a
public easement to maintain, operate, replace, remove, or renew its
existing works installed in the street or highway that is the subject of
the vacation proceeding; and

(2) File for record in the office of the recorder in the county in
which the wvacated street or highway is located,ra verified notice of 1its
public easement so determined over the street or highway or part thereof
that is particularly described in the notice.

(b) Failure to record the notice of public easement within 30 days
after receipt of the notice of the vacation proceeding extinguishes the
right of the bublic body to a public easement,

{c) If the local agency fails to give the required notice of the
vacation proceeding, the public body may determine and record notice of
its public easement at any time within 180 days after recordation of the
resolution of vacation, The failure of the public bedy to record its
notice within the 180~day period extinguishes the right of the public
body to a public easement over the vacated street or highway.

Comment. Section 8348 continues the substance of a portion of the

second paragraph, the second sentence of the third paragraph, and the
fourth paragraph of former Civil Code Section 812.5.

404/973
§ 8349, Limitations of article
8349. DNothing In this article shall be construed to:

{a) Affect any reservation or the right to resaerve easements
pursuant to this chapter or any other provision of this code.
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§ 8350
(b) Make the rights of the public in or to a street or highway
subordinate to a public easement determined pursuant to this article.

Comment. Section 8349 continues the substance of the sixth para-
graph of former Civil Code Section 812.5,

404/967
CHAPTER 6. EFFECT OF VACATION

Article 1, Effect on Property Rights

§ 8350. Extinection of public easements

8350. Except as provided in Chapter 5 (commencing with Section
8340), the vacation of a street, highway, or public service easement
extinguishes all public easements therein.

Comment. Section 8350 continues the substance of a portion of the
second paragraph of former Civil Code Section 812.5 (city streets and
county highways), the first sentence of former Section 960 (county
highways), a portion of the first paragraph of former Section 8324 (city

streets), and former Gdvermment Code Section 50444-{public service
easements). ' )

65/181

§ 8351. Reversion of easement or disposition of fee

8351. Except as otherwise provided in Chapter 5 (commencing with
Section 8340) or in this chapter, on vacation of a street, highway, or
public service easement:

(a) If the local agency owns only an easement, title to the prop-
erty previously subject to the easement reverts to the owner of the
underlying fee free from the easement.

{b) If the local agency owns the underlying fee, the legislative
body may dispese of the property as provided in this chapter.

Comment. Section 8351 continues the substance of the third sen-
tence of former Section 960 (county highways), former Sections 960.3
(county highways) and 1932 (city streets and reserved easements), a

portion of the first paragraph of former Section 8324 (city streets) and
former Govermment Code Section 50444 (public service easements).
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§ 8352
404/966

§ 8352. Effect on private easements and other rights

8352. (a) Except as provided in Section 8353, vacation of a
street, highway, or public service easement pursuant to this part does
not affect a priﬁate easement or other right of a person {including but
not limited to the state, a public corporation, or a pelitical subdivi=-
sion, other than the local agency adopting the resolution of vacation)
in, to, or over the lands subject to the street, highway, or public
service easement regardless of the manner in which the private easement
or other right was acquired, whether by franchise, grant, contract, use
or occupancy, or otherwise,

(b) A private easement or other right described in subdivision (a)
is subject to extinguishment under the laws governing abandonmment,
adverse possession, waiver, and estoppel. The nonuse of the private
easement or other right for a period of five consecutive years consti-
tutes a conclusive presumption of abandomment.

Comment. Section 8352 is drawn from former Govermment Code Section
50434 (public service easements) and continues the substance of and
broadens the last sentence of former Section 100.23 (city streets and

county highways) and the second paragraph of former Section 960 (county
highways).

405/602

§ 8353. Easements claimed by reference to map or plat

8353. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), the vacation of a
street or highway extinguishes all private easements therein claiméd by
reason of the purchase of a lot by reference to a map or plat upon which
the street or highway is shown, other than a private easement necessary
for the purpose of ingress and egress to the lot from or te a street or
highway. _

(b) A private easement described in subdivision (a) is not extin=
guished if it is claimed by a person who, within two years after the
date the vacation is complete, records a verified notice that particu-
larly describes the private easement that is claimed in the office of
the recorder of the county in which the vacated street or highway is.
located.
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§ 8355

{c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to create a private
easement, nor to extend a private easement now recognized by law, nor to
make the rights of ihe public in or to a street or highway subordinate
to a private easement.

Comment. Section 8353 contlnues the substance of former Civil Code
Section 812 (city streets and county highways).

405/957
Article 2., Disposition of Excess Property

§ B355. Sale or exchange of excess property

8355. (a) If the legislative body of a local agency determines
that property hereto or hereafter acquired by the local agency for
street, highway, or public service easement purposes, is no longer
necessary therefor, the legislative body may sell or exchange the prop-
erty in the manner and upon the terms and conditions approved by the
legislative body. .

(b) Any conveyance pursuant to this section shall be executed on
behalf of the local agency by the clerk. The purchase price shall be
paid into the local agency treasury to the credit of any fund, available
for the same purposes, that the legislative body designates.

Comment. Section 8355 continues the substance of former Sections

960.4 {county highways) and 1933 (city streets) and broadens them to
include public service easements.

26/258
§ 8356. Conveyance to adjacent or fronting owners

8356. {a) Notwithstanding Section 8311, if a street or highway is

vacated by a local agency under this part or under any other law or
under its charter for the purpose of opening a new street or highway in
lieu of that wvacated, the legislative body of the local agency may, by
resolution, unless otherwise provided in its charter, convey by deed its
interest in the street or highway vacated to the owners of the lands
adjacent to or frounting on the street or highway in such manner as it

deems that equity requires.



§ 8360

(b) A resolution adopted pursuant to this section shall provide for
the execution of the deed in the name of the local agency by at least
two of its officials.

{c) If the fee in property occupied by the vacated street or high-
way has reverted to the local agency, the legislative body may impose
any reasonakle conditions, or demand compensation by exchange of lands,
or otherwise, before conveying the property.

(d) The deeds provided for in this section shall not be delivered
to the grantees named in the deeds until good and sufficient conveyances
vesting in the local agency the title to the new street or highway
opened in lieu of the street or highway vacated, are delivered to the
local agency.

~ Comment. Section 8356 continues the substance of former Sections
8370~-8374.

26257
CHAPTER 7. INTERCITY AGREEMENTS LIMITING VACATION

§ 8360. Agreement between cities

8360, A city may, by written contract, agree with another city
that a street or highway running from eithgr of the cities to, 1in,
through, or across any heretofore or hereafter incorporated territory of
.the other city wmay only be closed or vacated by the other city upon the
consent and agreement of both cities.

Comment. Section 8360 continues the substance of former Sectfon
8350 (city streets).

4057929
§ 836l. Ratification of prior agreements

8361. A written agreement between any cities heretofore made and
heretofore ratified by the respective legislative bodies of both cities
and providing against the closing of streets or highways mentioned in
Section 8360, except in accordance with the terms of the agreement, is
hereby ratified and declared wvalid.

Comment. Section 8361 continues the substance of former Section
8351 (city streets).
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§ 8362
405/425

§ 8362. Limitation of power to vacate streets

8362, Whenever a written agreement has been heretofore made and
ratified by Section 836l or is hereafter made as provided for in Section
8360, each contracting city has a public interest in the continued
opening and use of any street or highway provided for in the agreement,
and the legislative body of the city in which the street or highway is
located, shall only have power to close or vacate the street or highway
in accordance with the laws of this state and in accordance with the
written agreement evidenced by an effective resolutlon carrying into
effect the written agreement and passed by the legislative body of the
other city.

Comment. Section 8362 continues the substance of former Section
8352 (city streets).

4057423
§ 8363. PRecordation of agreements

8363. Every intercity dg¥eement heretofore or hereafter made in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter, shall be recorded in the
office of the county recorder of each county wherein lies any of the
property through or across which the street or highway runs which is to
be or heretcfore has been closed or wvacated.

Camﬁent. Section 8363 continues the substance of former Section
8353 (city streets).
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4057412
CONFORMING CHANGES

SERVITUDES

Civil Code § 812 (repealed)

SEC., . BSection 812 of the Civil Code is repealed.

81l2r The waestion oF shandonments pursuant o0 iawy of streets and
highwaye shall exeinpuish all private casements therein elaimed by
reasen of the purehase of any 1ot by referenee £6 o map of pla: upen
whieh sueh streets o» highways are shewny ether tham e private easement
necessary for the purpese of ingress and epress 4o any such lot &som o
te & publie siveet or highweyr exeept as o any persen elaiming seeh
egsement whey within twe years fmom the effeetive date of suveh vaeantion
or abandonment sr within &wo years from the date st the eneetment of
thie peatieny whishever is later; shall have xeeerded in the offise of
the reeeorder of the ceounty in which sueh vaested er sbandened streets o2
highwaye are lesated a verified notiee of his elaim fo suwekh casement
ever all ox any part of any cueh otreet o? highway whieh s fertieu}ef}y
deseribed in sueh netieer MNeothing in this seetion shell be constsued te

ereate any sueh private easementy; nerF £o extend any sueh privese ease—
~ ment Rew Eecegnimed by lawy mor to make the righte of the publie in o
to any stree: or highway subexdinate o any such ppivote easemontr

Comment. The substance of former Section 812 is continued in
Streets and Highways Code Section 8353.

26!251’
Civil Code § 812.5 (repealed)
SEC., . Section 812.5 of the Civil Code 1is repealed.
812+5+ A3 wsed in thie seetieny "leeal ageney! means & eity or
speetet distriet as defined in Seetien 54745 of the Coverument GCode and

"publie body" means a eityy eountyr oF eity and count¥r

The vacetion or abandonmenty pursuant ie lawy of any ptrees oF
kighwax shall extiaguish all publie eaeaménts thaxainy oxaopt as o a
loeal ageney whieh detesmines after weeeipt of netiee of the vacation oF
abandenment preceedings thet. publie convenienece and neecssity requive e
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Civil Code § B12.5

publie eavement £o maintains eperater replacer vemover oFf renew ies
.eniating works instalied thereinr |

& publie body preposing vaention erF shandonment of o otreet o
highway shall; within 15 daye after edeptien of a reselutien er erdi-~
nanee of intention to vaeate or sbandony give written mnotice of such
intention to emy leeal ageney whieh has requested netiee of sueh actions
A leenl epeney makinz & determination of publie eonventence and neeeco—
aity feor eontinuanee of & publie eapement £for it existing works mavy
within 30 days of meeeipt of sweh moticer; £ile for reeord in the sffiee
ef the reeerder in the eeunty in whieh the vaeated or abandened stvees
or highway i3 leocated e verified notiee of ies publie easement over aii
or par: of eny oueh steeet of hiphwoy whieh és pertieniarty deseribed in
swel veriiied wmoticer

Eailere of & leeal apeney to reecord the netiece of its publie ecase-
mept within 30 days of reecipt of the notiee of intent te vaeate oF
abanden shall emtinpuish its right to a publie essement ever all er part
of the street or highway being vaested oF sbandoned exeep: thet where
there is a failurse by the publie body te give the requized netiee of
intenty sueh loeal openey wmay reeerd its netiee of publie easement at
sayeime within 180 days of reeordation of the imotrument econstituting
+he vaestion e¥ ehandonment by the publie hodyr In sueh eases #he
£ailure of the leeal apeney 4o reeord iis moties within the 180-day
perind phall entinpuisly its wight 2o & publie casement over all er pars
of the vacated streer or highway-

Every publie bedy shall maintain en inden of pequests for neiiee of
intents 2o vaeste or abandeon vwhieh it reeeived pursuant £o the previsiens
of #his seetionr Sueh index ohall be made available 2o the publie upen
requests |

Nething in shie section shall be econstmued to affeet any meserva~
+ien er the might 46 Feserve ceesements purauant de Seetiens Fdvdy 950ely
oF 8330 of the Sireais and Highwass Ceday nos $0 maks the rsights of the
publie in oF te any street or highway subordinate e any sueh publie
easementr

Comment. The first paragraph of former Section 8l12.5 1s superseded
by Streets and Highways Code Section 8345. The substance of the second
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Gov't Code § 7050

paragraph is comtinued in Streets and Highways Code Sections 8348 and
8350. The first sentence of the third paragraph is superseded by Streets
and Highways Code Section 8347. The second sentence of the third para-
graph and the fourth paragraph are continued in Streets and Highways Code
Section 8348. The fifth paragraph is continued in Streets and Highways
Code Section 8346. The sixth paragraph is continued in Streets and High-
ways Code Sectiom 8349.

7825
DEDICATION OF REAL PROPERTY FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES

Goverment Code § 7050 (amended)

SEC. . BSection 7050 of the Govermment Code is amended to read:

7050, With the consent of the city, county, or city and county as
the case may be an irrevocable offer of dedication of real property for
any public purpase, including but not limited to streets, highways,
paths, alleys, including access rights and abutter's rights, drainage,
open space, public utility or other public easements, parks, or other
public places, may be made pursuant to this section. Such offer of
dedication shall be executed, acknowledged, and recorded in the same
manner as a conveyance of real property. Such offer of dedication, when
recorded in the office of the county recorder, shall be irrevocable and
may be accepted at any time by the city council of the city within which
such real property is located at the time of acceptance or, if located
in unincorporated territory, by the beoard of supervisors of the county
within which such real property is located. f

Such offer of dedication may be terminated and the right to accept
such offer abandoned in the same manner as is prescribed for the aban
dorment o# summary vacation of streets or highways by Part 3 (commencing
with Section 8300) of Division 9 of e» by Chaptar 2 of Bivisien 2 of
the Streets and Highways Code 7 wihiehever o appiieable . Such termination

and abandonment may be by the city council of the city within which such
real property is located, or, if located in unincorporated territcry, by
the board of sufervisors of the county within which such real property
is located.
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Gov't Code §§ 50430-50445

The procedure prescribed by this section shall be alternative to
any other procedure authorized by law.
Comment . Secfion 7050 is amended to authorize summary vacation

proceedings for unaccepted offers of dedication of property for public
purposes.

7826
PUBLIC SERVICE EASEMENTS VACATION LAW

Govermment Code §§ 50430-50445 (repealed)
SEC. . Article 5 (commencing with Section 50430) of Chapter 2 of
Part 1 of Division 1 of Title 5 of the Govermment Code is repealed.

Comment. The substance of former Sections 50430-50445, relating to
the Public Service EFasements Vacation Law, is continued in new Part 3
{commencing with Section 8300) of Division 9 of the Streets and Highways
Code (the Public Streets, Highways, and Service Easements Vacation Law).
The disposition of the former provisions is as follows:

Former Provision New Section
{(Government Code) (Streets & Highways Code)
50430 8300
50431 8311(a)
50432(a) 8303
50432(b) 8309
50432(c) 8306
50433 8317
50434 8352
50435 8313
50436 1st ¥ 8312
50436 2nd 9 8316
50437 8320(b)
50438 8320(b)~(c)
50439 8322(b)
50440 3324
50441 8326
50442 8327
50443 1st v 8333
50443 2nd 1 8335{(b)
50444 8322(e)y, 8328(b), 8350, 8351
50445 8328 (a)
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Gov't Code § 66477.2

7827
SUBDIVISION MAP ACT

Govermment Code § 66477.2 (amended)
SEC. . Section 66477.2 of the Govermment Code is amended to read:
66477.2. (a) If at the time the final map is approved, any streets,
paths, alleys, right-of-way for local transit facilities such as bus

turnouts, benches, shelters, landing pads and similar items, which
directly benefit the residents of a subdivision, or storm drainage
easements are rejected, the offer of dedication shall remain open and
the legislative body may by resolution at any later date, and without
further action by the subdivider, rescind its action and accept and open
the streets, paths, alleys, right-of-way for local transit facilities
such as bus turmouts, benches, shelters, landing pads and similar items,
which directly benefit the residents of a subdivision, or storm drainage
easements for public use, which acceptance shall be recorded in the
office of the county recorder.

{b) In the case of any subdivision fronting upon the ocean coast=-
line or bay shoreline, the offer of dedication of public access route or
routes from public highways to land below the crdinary high water mark
must be accepted within three years after the approval of the final mapj
in the case of any subdivision fronting upon any public waterway, river
or stream, the offer of dedication of public access route or routes from
public highways to the bank of the waterway, river or stream and the
public easement along a portion of the bank of the waterway, river 'or
stream mist be accepted within three years after the approval of the
final map; in the case of any subdivision fronting upon any lake or
reservoir which is owned in part or entirely by any public agency in-
cluding the state, the offer of dedication of public access route or
routes from public highways to any water of such lake or reservoir must
be accepted within five years after the approval of the final map; all
other offers of dedication may be accepted at any time.

{c) Offers of dedication which are covered by subsection (a) may be
terminated and abandoned in the same manner as prescribed for the
abandonment e# summary vacation of streets by Part 3 (commencing with
Section 8300) of Division 9 of 5 e# by Chapter 3 {commencing with
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Sts. § Hy. Code § 100.23

Seerion 946> ef Divisien 2 efy the Streets and Highways Code 5 whiekewesr
+s applicable ., '

(d) Offers of dedication which are not accepted within the time
limits specified in subdivision (b) shall be deemed abandoned.

{e) Except as provided in Sections 66499.16, 66499.17 and 66499.18,
1f a resubdivision or reversion to acreage of the fract is subsequently
filed for approval, any offer of dedication previously rejected shall be
deemed to be terminated upon the approval of the map by the legislative
body.

Comment. Section 66477.2 is amended to authorize summary vacation

proceedings for unaccepted offers of dedication under the Subdivision
Map Act.

7828
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Streets & Highways Code § 100.23 (repealed)

SEC., . Section 100.23 of the Streets and Highways Code is repealed.

166+23+ <{a) The sty eouneil or the boawd of sepesvisers mayy by
oxdinanee of resolutiony authorise the recordatien of a notiee shat o
poztian of a eity etreet or ecunty hipghwavy ap the ease may bey undex
#4598 juriedietien hac beeon sbandoned or wvacated pursusnt o en agreement
entered inte pursuant e Beetion 10G6-2r

£») The motiee shall inelude the dote of she aprecmenty the name oF
other desigmation of the sireet or highwayy 2 preeise deseripiien of &he
portion abandoned oF waeatedy and state that thet pexiien of the street
or highway; frem and after commencement of the consesuerion of the state
freawayy Re longer eenstifute a p&BLie eiseat oF highwaype

ta)> The notiee shall be mecorded in the effiee of the esunty re=
eorder of the eeunty in whieh $he etreet or highwey e leeated+ The
notiee oF ito rocovdation shall net abfeet any privace preperty sighi
whieh may exies imn the axzea dasaribed in the metieas

Comment. Subdivision {a) of former Section 100.23 is superseded by
Sections 8332 and 8335, which make clear that the action of the local

agency 1s to be taken pursuant to the general provisions for summary
vacation of public streets and highways.
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Sts. & Hy. Code § 954

The substance of subdivision {b) is continued in Section 8335(b).

The substance of the first sentence of subdivision {c¢) is continued
in Section 8336. The substance of the second sentence is continued in
Section 8352(a).

7829
COUNTY HIGHWAYS

Streets & Highways Code § 954 (amended)

SEC. . Section 954 of the Streets and Highways Code is amended to
read:

954. All county highways which for a period of five consecutive

‘years are lmpassable for vehicular travel, and on which during such
period of time no public money is expended for maintenance, are unneces-
sary highways ¢ eubiest o shbandenmend pussusns 4o Section J60+2
or as herein previded . The board of supervisors of any county on its
own motion,.or on the petition of any interested taxpayer of the county,
may abanden any sueh unneesssary hishway o+ may designate such counfy
highwaj a stock trall, The board of supervisors shall cause notices to
be posted upon such stock trails, and also at the entrance of such stock
trails, directing all persons to drive all untethered stock thereon.
After a stock trail has been established or designated as provided
in this chapter, the county is not liable for death or injury to a
vehicle owner or operator or passenger, or for damage to a vehicle or
its contents, resulting from a dangerous condition of the stock trail.
Such stock trails shall not be included in the term "maintained
mileage of county roads™ as that term 1s used in Chapter 3 (commencing
with Section 2100) of Division 3.

Comment. The portions of Section 954 that related to abandonment
of unnecessary highways are continued in Sections 8327 and 8331,

10/034
Streets & Highways Code § 954.5 (amended)

SEC., . BSection 954.5 of the Streets and Highways Code is amended
to read: ) |

954.5. {a) The board of sup-rvisors may, by resolution, terminate
the maintenance of any county hig:ay if it finds fhat the highway is

unnecessary for the public conveniecrnce,
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Sts. & Hy. Code § 955

(b) Evidence that a county highway is unnecessary for the public
convenlence shall be taken at a public hearing set in accordance with
the procedures for the absndeomment of a eounty hirhway in Seections
955 end 956 vacation of a public street, highway, or service easement in

Sections 8326 and 8327 . WNotice of such hearing shall be mailed to the

owﬂer of any property fronting on that portion of a county highway
gubject to the termination of maintepance. A county highway may be
deemed unnecessary for the public convenience on the basis of any of the
following:

(1) The county highway does not provide the primary access to
occupled properties.

(2) Traffic on the county highway is intermittent and of low
volume,

{3) The county highway is impassable for more than six months and
there is no demand that it be reopened.

(c) A certified copy of the erder resolution terminating mainte-
nance shall be*té¢0rded,a§?pfdvided.in'SéEtion;9§6£§§g§ .

(d) 1f the board of supervisors resumes maintenznce of a county
highway oo which maintenance was terminated under this section, a notice
of maintepance shall be recorded in the office of the county recorder.

(e} The provisions of this section shall only apply to the Counties
of Riverside and San Bernardino.

Comment. Section 954.5 1s amended to reflect that the substance of
former Sections 955 and 956 is continued in Sections 8326-8328.

7830
Streets & Highways Code § 955 (repealed)

SEC. . Section 955 of the Streets and Highways Code is repealed.

955 Gper the £iling of such petitieny the beard shall by sxder
fim a day for the hearing of the petitieny and shall pest notices econ-
#pioususly alens the line of tha highway prepesed &0 be asbandened as
leant wwe weelks prier &8 the day Fixed fow the heamisge Suech netiess
shall be posted met less ihan five hundred feed apariy but at leas:
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three shaltl be postedr Bueh notieen shall state the filing of sueh
petition and +he time and place of the hearinge

Comment. Former Section 955 is superseded by Section 8326,

7831
Streets & Highwavs Code § 956 (repealed) '
SEC. . Section 956 of the Streets and Highways Cocde is repealed.

856+ The board shall; on the day fined for the hearingy or on the
day te whieh the hearing ie pestpened oF eomtinuedsy hear the petitien
and the evidenee offered in support thereofr I1f the beard finds frem
sueh evidenee thet all or some post of the hiphway is unnesessary within
the meaning of seetiemn 9547 the beard shall make i+ts erder sbandoning
all or sueh part of the hipghwayr The eterk shall eause a eertified eopy
of sueh erdery attected b¥ the elerk uader the seal of the beardys t6 be
recorded in the effice of the county reeordesr

Comment. The substance of former Section 956 is continueed in
Sections 8327 and 8328.

7832
Streets & Highways Code § 956.8 (repealed)

SEC. . Section 956.8 of the Streets and Highways Code is repealed.
956+8+ The beazd mavr by reselutieny deelare its inteatisn +8
abanden any ecounty hishways

Comment. The substance of former Section 956.8 1s continued in
Section 8320(b)(1)}.

7833
Streets & Highways Code § 957 (repealed)

SEC. . Section 957 of the Streets and Highways Code is repealed.

557+ Any ten frecheldexs; twe of whom are residents ef the read
dictrtet in whieh csome paxt of the highway affeeted i3 situntedy and are
taxable thesein fer hishway purpesesy may petitien the beard te abanden
all ox any pasé of an¥ sounty highwame ’

Comment. The substance of former Section 957 is continued in
subdivision (a) of Section 8322,
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7834
Streets & Highways Code § 957.5 {repealed)
SEC. . BSection 957.5 of the Streets and Highways Code is repealed.

954r5r The beard may require payment of reasenable fees for £ilinpg
petitions er appliecations for abendemment of all er any pare of a county
highway to defpey the expense of investipstions; publieststions and pose—
tnpar The appiieant o¥ petitioner shell: deposit sueh eatimated eost
with the eocunty effieer desipgnated by the board snd upon eempletion of
the preoecedings any whused pertion of the deposix shall be vrefunded +o
£he appilieant or petitiener and in the event the eosss exeeed the
deposit the epunty sheil bear sueh exeess eestsr Hothing hereirn eon— -
tained shall be eomstrued e prevent the beard freom abandening 8il er
auy part of a eoumty hipghway without requiring the £iling of an appliea—
tion ef petitien oF cherpinmg suvel ecoste where the board determines 1t 3o
in the pubiic intevest te deo sor

Comment. The substance of former Section 957.5 is continued in
subdivisions (d) and (f)} of Section 8322,

7835

Streets & Highways Code § 958 (repealed)

SEC. . Section 958 of the Streets and Highways Code is repealed.

958y Upen the mohing ef sueh weselution eof intentden o» £ilimp of
pueh petitiony the beard shell by erder £in e day for hearing the rese-
lutien or petitien end ohall give notiece to all Erecholders ia the read
diotsiet of the time anmd place fixed for the hearingr Sueh netieé shals
be given by publiestion 4a =& newspapes of gemeral eiweulatien publishe&
ia the eourty and desigpoted in the order by the beard; for at least zwe
suosegaive weeks puier #0 the day £ined for the hearing» The beewnd
shall alse econspieueusty pest e pimiler netiee alenp the lime of the
highway prepesed e be abandenad &% leasd swo weeshs prie¥ e ihe day
Sined for the hearingr

Comment. The substance of the first sentence of former Section
958 is continued in Sections 8320(b){4) and 8322. The second sentence
is syperseded by Sectlon 8324. The substance of the last sentence is
superseded by Section 8326.
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7836
Streets & Highways Code § 959 (repealed)

SEC. . BSection 959 of the Streets and Highways Code is repealed.

050+ TFre board shallr on the day fined fer the hearinpgr or sn +he
day to whieh the hearing is pestponed or eontinuedy hear the evidonee
sffered by any party interestedr I£f the beard £indey frem all the
ovidenee pubmittedy that any county highway desesibed in the potitiony
or any pare of guch hishwayr is uansecessary Sor present oF prespestive
publie usey the board may mshke iis order abendoning sush hiphwayy o
poare thereofr

: Comment. The substance of former Section 959 is continued in
Section 8327.

7837

Streets & Highways Code § 959.1 (repealed)

SEC. . Section 959.1 of the Streets and Highways Code is repealed.

959+ir In any preoececding for the abandesment of sny county hiphway
or part thereeofy the beard mey in its erders

{a) Reperve and axeept from the sbandenment the easement and wighs
a+ any timer oF frem time e timey &8 eonsiruvety maintalny eperater
replasey Eemove and Forew panitary sevwers and siorm draine and appurie-

RARE atrgetures iny upeRy over and seress any highway oF past thereef
prepesed 0 be sbandened and pursuant o any esisting Eranchisce oF
cenewals theresfy or etherwisey 9 eonsiruvety maintainy speratey ¥o-
placey Fomovay ronew and enlarge lines of pipey eonduitey eablesy wiresy
pelesy and other conveniernt stsustures; aguipment snd fintuven for the
eperation of gas piplinesy telegraphie and telephene linesy wailread
tines and for +the transportaiion oF disiribution of eleeirie enorgyy
patreleum and its produatsy ammoniay watery and for ineidental purposesy
ineluding aecess o proteet the propesty frem all haserdo iny upon and
oxar the highwax ex past thezeof proposed 1o be abandonsed.

£{b} Reserve and exeept from sbandomment an eacement fer a future
public readr | '

Comment. The substance'of former Section 959.1 is continued inA
Section 8340.
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7838
Streets & Highways Code § 960 (repealed):

SEC. . Section 960 of the Streets and Highways Code is repealed.

960+ Upon the makinpg of sueh order of ebeondomment; the publie
easement in the highway or part abandoned coases oxeopt e the entent
reserved in the erder of sbandemment o retsined pursuant te Seetion
8125 of the Ciwil Ceder The elerk shall esuse a eertificd eepy of such
erder te be reeorded ir the effiee of the eounty reeorderr Where the
eounty owns in fee the property en whieh the sbandeored highway wae
lpeatedy the board ef supervisers moy dispese of the preoperty es pre-
vided in Seetion 060+4y subieet e any easements reserved im the exdes
of abondonment oF retained pursuant £ Beetion 8125 of the Eivil Ceder

Mo sueh sbendonment of the hiphway or dispesal eof the highwan
prepesty shall entinpuioh ony eﬁieting privete eascment of aseessy
regardiese of eriginy appurtenant to lands abutting the highway- Any
puelr privete easementr however; shsll be subieet £0 extinguishment under
&he laws of this state govEEHing &b&adeamen%v aévefse posecaaileny
| wajvesr.gnd. easgppolr Fhe.gphuse of guy sush. privata,casament for a
pexieod of ﬁive een&aeusive yeazs shall eonsiiiutae & conelucive prosump=
tion of shandemmentr

Comment. The substance of the first sentence of former Section 960
is continued in Section 8350. The substance of the second sentence is
continued in subdivision (a) of Section 8328. The substance of the third
sentence is continued in Section 8351.

The substance of the second paragraph is continued in Section 8352,

7839

Streets & Highways Code § 960.1 (repealed)

SEC. . Section 960.1 of the Streets and Highways Code is repealed.

960+i+ The beard of cupervicers eof any eounty may retain oF way
symnarily veeate and abandens

&8> Any portieon of a eounty hipghway whieh portien hes been supex-
saded by reledstiony oxeeps in eace sweh abandoament would eud off all
aceess £0 the psapersy éﬁ any pergsen whiehy ppiox &8 sueh releecasieny
adieoined +he hizhwayr
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£b} Any emeess right-sf-way of o county hishway net requirved
thereforr

£ Any portion of a county highway whieh lies within land under
ene ownedship ond whieh does net end touekinp the land of anethexs

Comment. The substance of subdivision (a) of former Section 960.1

is continued in Section 8330. The substance of subdivisions (b) and
{c) 1s continued in Section 8334. '

7840

Streets & Highways Code § 960.2 (repealed)
| SEC. . Section 960.2 of the Streets and Highways Code is repealed.
960+2+ The beard of supervisers may ae: teo cbanden any easement oF
te yaeate any highway, meationed in Feetion 954 or 960riy by reseluiienr
A eertified copy of sweh reselutrion shall be recorded in the effiee of
the county recerderr No foe shall be charged for sueh secordetionr On
such reesrdationy the abendonment oF veeatien is eemplaotar
Comment. The sﬁbst&nce of the first sentence of former Section

960.2 is continued in Section 8335(a). The substance of the second,
third, and fourth sentences is continued in Section 8336.

7841

Streets & Highways Code § 960.3 {repealed)

SEC. . Section 960.3 of the Streets and Highways Code is repealed.

060:3r On sbandenment of an easement o the wvaestion of a highwawy
whon the eounty owns only an easementy iitle thoerete reverts £ £he
swrer of the undezlying fee eneept a3 otherwise preovided in Seetion
950-+1y UWhere the eeunty owns the property ea whieh the vaested hipghway
was leeated im fooy the board of supervicers may dispese of the property
as provided in Seebien S550+i7

Comment. The substance of fqrmer Section 960.3 is continued in
Section 8351.
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7842
Streets & Highways Code § 960.4 (repealed)
SEC. . Sectiﬁn 960.4 of the Streets and Highways Code is repealed.
9684+ Whenever the beard of 9&pefviéefs determines thet any real
Prepeety o® interest therein; heretefore or hereafter megquived by the

eeunty for highway purposess is ne lonper neecessary for sush purpeses;
the esunty may sell or exchanpe sveh real: property o interest thereir

in the mepner and upon the +erms and eeﬁdétieas eppeeved by the board ef
sapervisersr Any sueh econveyaree shali be exeeuted on behalf of the
esunty by the ehairman of the beasd of supervisersy sad the purchase
peiee shati be paid inke the ecounty treasury +o the eredis of any fundy
available for highway purpeseasy whieh the board of supervisers desigrateny

Comment. The substance of former Section 960.4 is continued in
Section 8355,

7843
- Streets &:Highwaye Gode §..860.5 (amended)
SEC. . Section 960.5 of the Streets and Highways Code is amended

to read: .

960.5. The term "county highway" as used in Sections 954 %e
560-4; inelnsives; relating +e ebandomments; and 954.5 shall be deemed to
include, but not be limited to, any public highway, road, street, ave-—
nue, alley, lane, drive, way, place, court or trall, or any purported
county highway, public highway, road, street, avenue, alley, lane,
drive, way, place, court or trail.

Comment. Section 960.5 is amended to reflect the deletion of
provisions relating to abandomnment from Sections 954 to 960.4, inclu-

sive, See Sections B308 (defining "street" and "highway" for purposes
of vacation and abandonment). '

7844
SUMMARY VACATION AND ABANDONMENT OF STREETS
Streets & Highways Code §§ 1930-1934 (repealed)
SEC. . Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 1930) of Division 2.5

of the Streets and Highways Code is repealed,.
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Comment. The substance of former Sections 1930-1934, relating to
summary vacation of city streets, is continued in new Part 3 (commencing
with Section 8300) of Division 9, relating to the Public Streets, High-
ways, and Service Fasements Vacation Law, The disposition of the former
provisions is as follows:

Former Provision Hew Section
(Streets & Highways Code) {Streets & Highways Code)
1930 ’ 8330
1931 1st sentence 8335
1931 remainder 8336
1932 : 8351
1933 ‘ 8355
1934 8340(a)
7845
STREET VACATION ACT OF 1941
Streets & Highways Code §§ 8300-8374 (repealed}
SEC. . Part 3 (commencing with Section 8300) of Division 9 of the

Streets and Highways Code is repealed.

Comment. The substance of former Sections 8300-8374--the Street
Vacation Act of 194l--is continued in new Part 3 (commencing with
Section 8300) (the Public Streets, Highways, and Service Easements
Vacation Law)}. The disposition of the former provisions is as follows:

Former Provision : New Section
{Streets & Highways Code) (Streets & Highways Code)
8300 8300
8301 8310
8302 8304
8303 8303
8304 8308
8305 8307
8306 , 8309
8307 8317
8308 1st & 2nd 1 8311
8308 3rd % 8312, 8315
8320 8312, 8320
8321 8320(b)
8322 1st % ' 8320, 8326
8322 2nd ¥ . 28316
8323 - 8327
8324 1st ¥ : 8328(b), 8350, 8351
8324 2nd ¥ . 8328(a)
8330 8340(a)
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Former Provision New Section
(Streets & Highways Code) (Streets & Highways Code)
8331 8341
8332 8342
8350 ' 8360
8351 8361
8352 8362
8353 8363
8370 8356¢(a)
8371 8356(a)
8372 8356(b)
8373 8356(c)
8374 8356(d)
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