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First Supplement to Memorandum 69-124 

Subject: Function of Law Revision Commission 

The attached portion of the latest Annual Report of the New York 

Law Revision Commission may be of interest. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John H. DeMoully 
Executive Secretary 
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EXHlllIT I 

P.EPORI' OF THE LAH HEVISI.ON l;OHgISE~lON 

POll. 1969 

• 

At the opening of the 1969 lc{£isl0,tive session l\ssemblyma.!:! 

Edward F. Cra\<lford J as Chaj,rman of the Assemb.l y Jud :i.c iury Committee, 

and Assemblyman Prescott D. HuntJ,n[~ton, EtC> Ch!~irman of the Assemb1y 

Codes Committee, became members e~ officIo of the Con~ission. 

1. THE CO~{l1ISSIOH' S OnGANI7Nl.'ION AND PTIOCEDURE 

The Law Revis:lon CommJssion Has created by chapter 597 of the 

La~IS of 1934, \·!hich enacted article 4-1\ of tlw Legi slati ve La~I. 

It consists of the chairmen of the COIl1"nitteer; on the Judiciary and 

on Codes of the Senate and Assc;mbly, as members ex 2fficio, and 

five members appojnted by the Governor, each for a term of five 

years. The str.,tutc provides that four P.',emben; appointed by the 

Governor shall be attorneys and cOlmscJ.ors <J,t 1 a\-I , admltted to 

practice in the court::; of this Sto,tc, and f.t least tHO of them shall 

be members of 1a:,1 facuItic:.; or univcr~<:l.ties or l?,Vi schools within 

···~o State. 

The Commission j s char~ed by statute l1i 1;h the follo~ling dut i.e s: 

1. To exami.ne the common 1<1\<1 2,nd st2.tutes of the state 
and current judic ial dec: is:\0:15 for the pqrpose of discovering 
defects and anachronisrn~ in the 1m-; e,nd recor:!lTIcndjng needed 
reforms. 

2. To receive and consider propoi'ied chanGes in the law 
recommended by the American 1,2""1 Inr;ti tut(;, the cormnissioners 
for the promotion of unii'ormity of legislation in the United 
States, any bar assoc iatj,on or other le2.rned bodies. 

3. 'ro receive and conc1der :;ugges'dons from judc;es, 
justices, puhl:ic offj,c'i',J.,;, lawyers and the public generally 
as to defects and ana,cl'ironir;ms in the 18,1'1. 



• 

h. 1'0 l'ccommc-nd, fror.l tIme to time, such chanGes in 
the law a,~ it deem::; necessru'Y to modify or eliminate 
antiquated and inequJtable rulcs of lull', and to brin,-; 
the la~r of th',s sta.te., civil an(i crhllnn.l, into harmony 
with modern conditions. 

The offices of the Comm18sion nre at Ithaca, Ne~1 York in 

l':yron 'l'aylor lIall. 

P. number of studies undertaken by the Commission h8.ve been m::;.(jc 

at the direcU.on of the Leginlattu'e. StudieG have also been made in 

response to request[~ hy the Governor lind by other officers of the 

State government. Som>: studies have jnvolvcd problems suggested by 

bar assocla tions and othcr orcanJ?H.tionB. und by pub 11 c officers, 

judges, l<'l.I'fyers and laymen. Tn other jnstancce, the Commi ssion 

through its OWl (cxamJ.nat:!.Oll of strt~l1tes, caGe 111.1'.' and leGal liter!J.t'.11'e, 

has ascertained the ncC'd for n2~1 legislntion or for the amendment of 

eXist:!.ng statutes. 

Each year the Cmnmiseion revievn:; the: problems that have been 

brought to its attention and sC!lects a number of them for study. 

In making its Be lection, tr,e Cor.nJi s sion considers whether the problem 

is such that a ler;al study is needed and I'IhethC'r there are questions 

involved on which tIle opinion of the Co),;miss1C:J ~,ould be helpful to 

the Legislature. Proposnh relating solely or prim3.rily to matters 

. L1-,1n the special f5.eld:; of othe:r departments and agencies of the 

government are referred to those llodies. 

Bills to carry out :i ts recorr.::wndation.s (l.re drafted by the 

Commission and thei r intl"oductioL in tlie Ler;:islature is made or 

:"rranged by the ex offL~i.o members of the CommIssjon. Multilithed 
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on the desk of each T.12),11)cr of 1.1,e Le(,;:! sIn ture follo',;ing the 

:tntroducUon of the b1 1150 Tr1C ex .S'''£f.t2 .. L£ members brin(1: to the 

attention of the Cornm1.Hs1on Quest:!r)),):> relattnr: to the MIls which 

,:lay arise durine; thel r concirlcrhtlon toy the V)cislature. 

Dur:! nE. the 1 er;:i sla tlve ses Gion the Cornrd ss 1 on distributes 

roul tili thed copi C H of j ts cccommencla tion:; to t,er asuod a tionu 

'Ft rour;hout the Stfc to, to official and unofficial agencies concerned 

WiUl legislation, and to all intereHted rorsono who request them. 

'fne research reports cons:idcrcd by the Commission in its study 

of topics on '·Ih:l ch recommencla tions are made are not printed at the 

time the recomITlcnda tions are llr8sr·nted to the Ler,inla ture. l~ul ti­

'{ tiled copi eE, in the form in ,'hieh they ,Iere prepared for use by 

the Gommi ssion, ay", nJCl.de available us unpnblished and unedited 

material to members of the Ler~i8lat\lre who request them and, to the 

extent permitted by the limi.ted number of copies, to members of 

bar associatj on COITu"11i t tees Hho prep9.re reports on the bills 

recommended by the Corlmi "don .. 

Fhile the bills are berore the Legi slature, the Commission 

seeks to inform i tseIr of all cri U elsms of the bills and suggestions 

,or improving them, and this m8.ter:ial is carefully considered. On 

Home occasions t,he CommIssion has wJ.thdra,o:n a recommendatlon for 

'u~ther study 1n the lie;ht of ob:jeetions; on others, it has recom­

.cmded amendment of its bi 11 s. 'I'o allml time for comment and 

consldera tion of c r1 ticisr~, ac tion on the Commission's bills has 

.::ustomarl1y beell ueferred by tlK Legislat.'.Ire until after a 

')ublic hearing on the' bills held joint}y by the Senate and 

1.ssembly Com:n:i:ttecs on tLe Jud ie ).ary and on Codes. It has been 

;ustomary to hold th:i.s pubIk 110ar:Lng after ti,E: n,iddle of 

l'ebruary. --.:I -


