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8/25/66 

First Supplement t~ Mem~randum 66-52 

Subject: Study 44 - The Fictiti~us !Tame StatUGe 

After receiving letters fr:JL1 vari::>us representatives ~f the newspaper 

industry, we invited theLl t~ attend ~ur August meeting. This was n~t 

p::>ssible, but we are advised tho.t representatives ::>f the Calif::>rnia News-

paper Publishers ASs::>ciati::>n will be present at ~ur meeting ::>n September 16 

at appr::>ximately 10:30 a.m. whe~ we will discuss the Fictiti::>us Nane Statute 

t::>pic. 

T::> pr~vide y::>u with back[;r~und inf~rmati::m c·::>ocerning this matter, we 

attach a number ~f letters fr= and t~ representatives of the newspaper 

industry. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J::>hn H. DeM:lU1ly 
Executi ve Secretary 
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Mr. John H. DelOoull,y 
mcutive Secretary 
GaillorDia L:!.VI Revision CommiBsion 
30 Crothers Hall 
Stanford. California 

Dear lJ.r. DaIotoully: 
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We feel that such a brocld attack on public notice is being 
undertaken by the cOllllr.ission1s l'e~carch starf without sufficient 
study of the histor-; and background of the nem:paper notification 
procedure and it.s intimate ir.t-.'rtvrin:tng with our whole /olilOrican 
system of representative Gov~rn.,\()nt :lnd our philosophy of 
accwntabill ty of IJovernQlen.t offj cia ls "ud finnnci:.1 ficluciaries 
to the pIWlic for their acts. r prosented a talk on this subject 
recently to the Nevada state Prcs~ 1..9:;;oeiation at its annual 
convention in 31ko. I liJ.vc decici,"u to print copies of the talk 
and ..,hen the job is published I will. send yO''..l copies, the subject 
matter of which l'e~tes directly, of course, with "the rieht of 
the people to kIlO','" It reenforced reoently by Congressu.sA Moss I 
public infotmation lcGisbtion which was signed by Pipm':deir+--__ 
Johnson just two weeks ago. ES 

It is the feeling of our board th<lt if tho L:!.VI R 'ld.;s;io~ 
Ccmuission feels that its l.·esponsibilities relAte t I - .••• ___ _ 

philosophic fundamontals in goverr.rnent and law' all tb' cmat;t.er 
or public information, yourclllllllli:lsion should ct le st-il.pproach._ 

A/\ l 
- __ J , .... _---

I 
''Il0l. ONL.'\" I.KG"'~ AOlfl:l'ltUUNO WHICH Itl .UJ.TlP/AI!U.1ri. .ItOM THI: .'r"ND~It.,.-OI'"··-. 

TRUE ECONOMY .... Ntt T-lil: puat .. JC iNT£:REST r .. THAT WHIC:H 
"CA<:H'I.. Tl1.o.r. W"O AII~ A''''CTU) • ., "~.'" H 

,_. -
-~---~ 



, 

l.:r. John H. Delloully -;;, -

the subject fron a b:::-oad philosopilic ,viewl'oir,t, !"athe:~ than ,singling out 
indivi<!ual publi.::ation req\,iremm:ts;;hicoh i.t.:liv;tdual l.<.wyers or bureaucrats 
dislike for SOt";6 p<::rticul;;u' re:1Son and 'pel~~u;~de the GO?.mission, with its high 
prestige and influential personnel, to join in at~ackina public notices. 

It is my hopa to discuss these issues with you per~'onally at some future 
dato I but iI. the meant:imo pleillsa :re ~()rd our orr,ani?,ation of 10$ newspapers 
as irrevocab~ and une'luivoc~l¥ opposed to the repeal of the requirement 
or publication of fictitious f~ r~e certificates. 
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JI,:,. '1'e lford lb.':1t 
t,.1S !.r~lec !rtll:::.?rv~:r Sc:'V'!:.:ct 

1IUl'f;1l:l, me. 
~ Wc~t f"..rct i!~·.reot 
W ''-IN. caut'~ :XX;1.2 

YOIll' letter 1ndiC.:l.t;}~ ::once::n tlIIl.~~c 11"*,,,,1 u.l.~ c:mtGllpla.tu 
.Ddl·r 1'8C"Wl!O"t~:tJ,cmG i"::. ... ' low 1"",~a1 ~~:1(! l'UbUeaU:IIl rot.Il1r ~ 
01 oti:dl' ~. ~! ~Uc,,~. Y:"lw ~c~t1c~,':';' raMon tbI ~t1ce~ 1Jl 
COIIIIIIo:;tl:lll wHit ~:.Jd,;.il;';: ~,~·~.n~y. b ... ,t~ .. ::",,:.;r.(.s~ c.nd ;>0 :;";>rtb. !be 
C;ma1 •• .tcm 111 Q:)L ena~J :':'1 t.:41 ":~-il.lL'~l..;;;::,:~(! "t;.lil,y :Jt tue pLlbU,C6-
'W..:m Niu1~'<Jj.~Li l.4 L-;!.:~;. <lti. l«'~. Ie i..~·,;.e ~bi." ~~ ;:i;c;W.SGJ.a la 
::t~ ~he ~.lOOd ;.·;'c.;.,'f.! ~t. bi1~ ',.i: ::f. •• l'L";o ;;.~;;;.a.,ulliLt1:a 
to the C,;;waili6lou. ia .~ac..~"~ e;d .. ~~ 1i';;';:'':'~il.t..I.:JIl "'~i;:_~ ilIt 
l"e':·'d:h"ll11~ .. ~:"- ..:~~{:. ~; ~h...-:; ;k ~\f ... ..:-:.;~~~ be ~od '~O ~ 
~1it1~ UII thai v:.oo.J.' ~ < .\. ...... ~t1lcr.::. ~::':!.ca:'i::.ll , .. lb.l .. ~thJ 11' 
4I'ti~ to 'C.::. oa.a \III. h..l.-:a now. r.u ot~ .. · 'W~J WI ;:~ 
.... u -= plltHoaU:lII. ~ la .,. l'8I1~ 

........ -
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to cMIda t1l1a tDa ~ 1IIt:;zw"a t.bat 'lie .... ~1Ite4 the 
1IIDtatlW ftO idlR10D to _ thaD ItQO pu ... . 

We ... ,,_ • ~be:r bca Ifr. lID 1). ~. aSI N1 ,... .... , 
CIlifonda lilii'ii .. , Ml' ..... ,uoo1aUCiat ... _ eM'l • of 
_ C 1 .... !Iav1t14 Mr. IruUD to IItt8Id tile ....... .nina ~ 
':~ ~y lit!'rlsi21. C2a1.toa. JIll t.zd1cate4 tbat .. ".. .... bla to 
:l~nd tM":. r.IOCtin: bee~uao :If a prior corard.~ l1li4 .. '!lAW 
i.":71ted MlI t:) att;_ tbe Gep? 7 II' .-t1Ds, 'fI1b1c!I. wtl1 " be14 
on 8~t.Ir:IlJelo 15 Md 17. We 'IlOl44 lie "l~ to III:mt :fOIl _ 
to oar leg' 711' JDeat:llll(;;, ~1h1cla wl11 11& la14 ill a.a1'rMdlloo. 
:rt 1IDU14 pzd:Iab'4r be boltt. ~ ,.. .. JII'~ JtIl'Ua ooa1C ...... 
tt. .... tldJ __ c:)ll1,d be _II1II4. we wlU 8ft .. ~ 
... ~..a1 ~ Of' ~:trlth at • the that is eoa .. 41et1t to 
J'!'I1 _ Mr. It!:::'tln. or, ~ ~r.>~l a..-"'e Uft.'ible 'to ~ It ~ue.1:!.y 
oomenient t1r.e, ~:':l ern ~'."~"!:;~ ';h~ !lCtto.~ :K.~"Ilt~l,y With MCh of 
yoLtl 

11" Y:'lIZ h::w :.ny' 'tr.~~":'.":tioniDl!1eat·nt;: t!'.(! ~ .~ 'b7 

.~, 

t!Y.! pubtteatl:rA r:quil'eDC:t"; 1.-~ ~ ,~z:.~:!.~:lo>.:: lbme S~atllte, \II .aa 
'be pl0aae4 to b:LVe 1'; .0 tt:l.t we e::n rep!":ldl;ee tt Sl3I'l 4iatr:'.bute it 
to tile ...... 1'8 ~ t~ c..,....1aD prl:JX' t::. ~;bo Zspteliblr Jieet1IIi. 

J_ II. 1))Ih·U,. 
~uti\~ ZCQr~ta:"~ 

, . 



, 

c 

c 

l.A-V<! OF"nc£s Of" 
K«HHC'fH O. Mr;:QU.VRAY 

1'. L.Mc:GILVRAY MCGI,LVJU,.Y, CoO'pER & l'lRODOVSKY 
w. ""usn .... COOiSJE;A 

Wtt,u"' ...... aAODOV$KY 

Mr. John H. DeMoully 
Executive Secretary 

SU1T£ 7'14 FOf:l'UIoII i!UII.,DING 

no? NtNTH STREET 

July 26, 1966 

California Law Revision Commission 
30 Crothers Hall 
Stanford, California 

Dear Mr. DeMoully: 

<1-'113·7 .... 7 

", .. e ... C'ODII: .LO 

You have recently sent to; Mr. R. C. Kopriva, the 
Chairman of the Legislative Committee pf the Associated Credit 
Bureaus of California, a copy of your proposal regarding ficti­
tious names. As Legislative Advocate of the Associated Credit 
Bureaus 1 received a copy of this frOllli Mr. Kopriva. Since that 
time, as special counsel for legislati~e and administrative 
matters for the Sacramento Union, I have heard from its publisher, 
Mr. Carlyle Reed, who sent me a copy o~ Mr. Ben Martin's letter 
to you of July 15, 1966. Mr. Martin is the General Manager of 
the California Newspaper Publishers As~ociation. 

I have alS9 talked with Mr. Kopriva regarding his 
reply to you and to oth~r managers of credit bureaus in California 
and I am not at all sure that the cred~t managers would agree that 
publication of fictitious names serves: no purpose. A manager of 
one of the larger firms in Northern Ca~ifornia states that he 
feels the publication serves a very us¢ful purpose ~n the credit 
granting field. , . 

On behalf of the publisher of the Sacramento Union, 
which paper is operated by the Copley fress, I would like to state 
that I concur in Mr. Martin's views an~ feel that before any legiS­
lation is introduced that we should make a thorough analysis of 
this proposal. I will be discussing this matter with Mr. Martin, 
to whom a copy of this letter is going so that the various news­
paper interests in California can stud? the proposal and submit 
to your Coumission their views., '..----r-----, 

I note ~ith some interest that there is a ~gg stio 
made that the Secretary of State's off~ce be used rath 4D 
county clerks. This is somewhat simililr to our centra ARUf!l8 
system under the Uniform CommercialCQde. I am quite ar 
with this filing system as I was, and, still am, Chai ~Cofithe 

AA i , 
!-----,., 

I I 

-~ 
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Mr. John H. DeMoully 
July 26, 1966 
Page Two 

, 

Advisory Committee to the Senate Judiciary Committee on the 
Uniform Commercial Code and as such have been familiar with 
legislation concerning the Code and with the adoption'of the 
central filing system and the automated filing system in Mr. 
Jordan's office. 

However, there may be s~e problem arise in legal 
circles as to a central filing at SaclrBnlento and I believe that 
the Commission should study the probl~ from the legal stand­
point. I would be most pleased to mal¢e our office available to 
whoever is working 011 this study and to assist you and confer 
with you in this matter. 

Very truly yours, 

By 

KGM:rmn 
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Hr. Jl:emleth G. JlcGilVl'6,V 
Suite 7J)o rOND. 3l111dine 
lJ.07 Ji'l...n'.:b Street 
S:u:l'lDItJ1to, Cal1t:>rn1a 95':ll4 

l)oa.r Hr. JlcGU~: 

Auauat 8, 1966 

'lour letter of JuJ,y .~ ''''''cated tb(r~ you are 1IiU1II« to 
Cooperu.:XIDf!lM'I.;e wtth the Law RevisiOll CIDl1~:J.'l in ita lStudy at tbe 
FictitlOUl 1Iame 'V.atu'.;e. Tbe Ct:Ira1u b.::.s dt:"..e11lWled tbat it 
Y.!.U df.scwta this sUbject with ather ~ro$en+.K .. ~ivel of the 
~r ~ilherll: lL'. Ben D. Me.rt;$n of tbe CalUol'D1a Be"... 
paper PullU..-ra AssociatiOD. IIZId Hr. felford Ifo:n.,of the Lo& 
Angel.aa lIeqpeper Service DureaIl. fill. IliSCWlSicm is tent&tl.,.q 

. acbedul.ed to:- the Sap~r :l1e8t1ug of' tho Camrl aaton, 1Ibich v1.U 
be be.14 OIl Septe!llber lG nal 17 at the $tll.to Ba.r BuD." •• 601 
HcAUiater Stre&t, ~ F::anciaco. rou,lIIi,::.ht eoctact Mr. Jlart1D 
aDd ~ 1Iba.t tim he i:> ~. to be present to di.cuaa 
tills IIIIl.ttor. Pel'haps pLl wul4 arI'lUlg$ t:> be present at the ... 
time. It not, we com achadule :your p~len'l;u~lCX1 at a time cca­
ven1ent to you. 'lo brill.:: :pu up to date :m thiS matter, I _ 
"enM• 1;)11 copies ':If letters we receiVed :l.'r::a )(r. M1rt1n aDd Hr • 

. ~b~'k lUI< 1 rrr:t replies t.~ tilJae letters. 

We a.."e WO :lzr.reati&l:l;1ns tile poe$1bili ty of ua1Dg autau.tie 
t1ata proccss1Dg in tho S<)cretary at Bta'.;c' s off1cc to c:::apile tbe 
tictitiooa Il/lZIIe iuf'canaati::m. and to prcwidc it to interested persaaa 
111 a. cOlli' ~n1ent tom.. . 

It yoIl bava ezq a4d.it!.ODal c;:mnen1\a concerniQg thia mtter that 
10" wuJ.d like to bave aont to the C~sbnera prior to the Sept.enher 
IIIMtiDg, pl.eeee send tbB:ni. t<:l me and lwi:.l $G that they-are sent out 
to the lIlI!II'iIbera of the C=.iss1:l1lo 

JBl)llb 
enc 

Very truly y:>urs, 

301m ~ •. ::rJbull.y . 
1!:x:ee1lt1;·c Secretary 
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: Newspaper' Publishers Association, Inc. 

Jly 15, . 1966 

I'll', John B, DaMoo11y 
~ecutive Secretary 

LOS ANGELES, 615 S. Flow .. 5 •• (90011) ••• TWX 213 68H502 ••• 213 _ 3-!184 

SACRAMENT(>. 1127 • 11th St. (951") ••• TWX 916 ..... 2675 ••• 916 Hlckooy 7-1877 

... D. MAnlN. -.. ~ 

California Law'Rev1s1011 eo.u.SiOD 
.::0 Crothers Ball 
:3tl1nford, cal1fornia 

'",ar Mr, DeHoallyr 

"hen we r.ceDtly beoaJDe aware tbat the cal1forn1a Law Rev1.:lOD 
':'~omm1 .. 1oD waa atudylng the I'letltloua .... Statut., we contacted 
you for information, 

You were p:rooapt aDd cooperatlv. in your reapon •• , but we were 
~·.:::~ppoiDted in wbat we learned. 

.!.f the eo-t •• lop'. responsibility 1. to stQr5y particular s.etlou 
of law and 1IBk. r....,,. .... c'1atlou to the 1eqialatur. 011 chIt.Dge., It 
W'ould aeell the ea-isslqn.vould be lDt .... t.s'lD having a thorouqh 
;o!tudy lllal!e before' any r"~ ,..,atlO118 Ue mad •• 

You have requeated our c_uta 011 thi. partlei1laratQr5y, but DOt 
our c:omeat:. so tbat they ID1ght be C01UJldered by t~' Cc t •• 1011 
~n ita atQr5y. 

'''ather, yea hav. adVi.ed u. the OJ i •• IOl1 hat r.e waded.CtIe 
,,1gnl:f1eaDt changes ill law, aad request we cc .• nt OIl th08. change •• 

r'le Will. 

Xe are oppOsed to the.. changea. 

">3 are lIIOre oppoaed to the methcd of arriv1Dq at such r.ee' ,ndatf"ooe 

, 
---~i 

,~--·---L ; 
! AA I' ------i 
r--.· I Ti -_-1 

'-
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Mr. JobD B. DeMoully 
July 15, 1966 
Paqe 2 

f 

The Co f .81em reec.llended ~ the leq18lature t'bat tht. law be 
aboUshed. aDd adVi.ed theleql81ature la' Ul ateal .. ~ 
EU,hauatl .. wrltte. report that. ...,. ..ala bad beeD COD8Q1t:.e4 dur:!119 
the cour.e of t.he 8t.1dy lA>atl"9 ,UP t.o th.tII l'M1 Inht.1eD. 

'l"h1a proponl waa quiCkly rejeeted by the leql.lat.ure. 

It va. rejeeted, probably by Mfty who v.re 1ft aqra.lnt v1th it, 
bec:a.e t.here ,...e 8ft}' facet. of t.he ~9! sDt, wbicll hid. ~ bM1l 
couldered betore aDd __ .e -1lY !e9.ulaton ..... ".u..t to ,'" 
lean t.hat. t.hey bad be .. _.la~"""~_"''''''''I.' 
~t.ed. 

In the lDt.ere8t. ~ geoG lq1alaUOll~""t. •• ..a;'.t:rrs.: ..... \: 
tbe Ol: 'aalon'. t.t.a la .... 'Dq :r.a nu'a~,l ... wbi 1lllet4 ' •• ': 
deat.ba ill t.he leq1.latur:. aftar 811 t.'ha taoU ... e ..0. Mna, 
would it DOt be ,.,.aible tf>%' the Com' .aloft t.o brlD9 1atO theae 
et1di.. all groupe whiah al9bt ha .. aa iat.erMt - before lUllS aot 
after t.'ha ec.d •• 1on n:ll '~OIUI"'. pa1»l1.bed? 

We are DOt obatruction18t.., DOl' 1. t.hi. a.aoa1at.1on ever quilt.y ot 
cl1Dq1DIJ 8t.ubboraly to a c&uae or a law v1thout tr~ reri ... ud 
flC":.tl .ea:rcb1Dg'. 

· '~u 

tn the ca.e of ~lic DOtlee law., .. otten .pouo:r or .~ :rwta.t._ 
or deletion as ti_ lUllS bu.lne.. prooedur .. .aka .uch rtrria1 ... 
neeeaaary. " 

--
We do aot neeeuaz.lly at':,t.h1. ti_ eay that there .hoUld be 110 cbanpa 
lade 111 the 1'1c:tltloua .... statute ngal'CllDg' publicat.lon of DOti_. 

We .... in the pro c... of a8kinq a r •• poulble qroup of publi.her. 
cceprl.iDg' our Gogex" slltal Affair. 0= ftt •• ~ rtrri ... the ~ata. 
it.. hiatodc :rauou for belnq aDd the pro ad COD ax, I sat. a1IcNt 
it.. aoaiaa1"9 to be a Vital aDd naa ••• axylav'; 

W. c:anDOt CCIIIPlat. thi. taak by your Auguat 1 4aa4li ... 

,Even it w. 41d aDlS .boald CODolUlSe that .. are opposed to IICIIe or all 
ot the CoIiI11 •• 1on'. reecm.DlSationa, .. agalft tll1d oar.e1 ... ift the 
unCOllfortab1e aad apleauat. aDd unneeea.ary posltion of off.dDg' 
c: lilt. after the deeiale baa been reached. 

Evidentally t.be taw Rari.aicm Cc halon plana • l.cm9 aeriea of lIt:1dtu 
into variOla •• c:tlona of california Law. 

W. reque.t eouidaration 1n t.he early .taqu whenever theae lad into 
areas whioh alqht be ot 1Dter .. t t.o ... , 

.:! 

___ -...-I 
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Mz~ ".. ·8.· D~Y 
Jul1f.ll$. 1166 
Pap 3 f 

SinaenJ.:r ~' 

·2~v·YJ?~ 
Be D. Mart1a~ 
GeIleral MaDapr 

BDM.pas 



STATE Of CAUfOIHlA EOMUNDO.IIOWN._ 

CALIFORNIA LAW REVISION COMMISSION July 1.8. 1966 
.,-100M 30, CIOTHIII HAJJ. t 

'-STANPOID IIMIVIISI1Y 
STANPOID. CALlfOIIN\A _ 

tlClWll) H. _n_ 
ew--

SIIO .... 1O 
W.CIaofmK!" 

_lOt _III A. COIIIY _y ..... II"" H. SONG 

_A.IIAU. 
_I.IDWAIDS 
JOHN I. AkOONOIIGH 
_'.IILVIN _LIT_". 
GIGIIGI H._ a._ 

Hr. Ben D. Martin 
Calif'ornia Newspaper Publishers 

Association, Inc. 
1127 II th Street 
sacramento. california 

Dear Hr. Hartin: 

Your letter of July 15. 1966. 1.rld1cates that the California 
Newspaper Publishers' Association is opposed to the clwlges tenta­
tively rec ...... ended by the california Law lIevision ca.ission with 
respect to the Fictitious NlllleStatate. You state. hoWever. that 
your organization is making a further stud;r of this Datter. 

I am concerned that you feel that you are in the Ituncamf'ortllble 
and unnecessary and UllpJ.easant poSition of ottering Cc.DeDtt"af'ter 
the decillion has been made. n 11Ilf'ortuna.tely~·I did not make it clear 
wben I torws.rded 1;he tentat ive rec".."..",at:!.!>1l tor cCIIMDt that tile 
Ccamiss19D has ma41! no decis:!.on on what reecaendation it will make 
to the 1..96'7 Legia\ll.ture ~ this subject. The Datter is still under 
stud;r by the ~.sion. we are at th:!.s stage of the study _Idng 
to obtain the v:tewB of aU interested persoDS 110 that we will have 
that inf'ol'lllation available when we detena1ne Wbat ree. ndation we 

• 

will make to the Leg:!.sla.tve. We,prepared a tentat:!.ve ree' snd&i;:!.on 
and distributed :!.t to interested persons because we have found f'loca 
past experience that persons. find it dif'f'1cul,t to cc..ent on a 
part icula.r Datter unless they have 8C1118thing specif':!.c to CCIIBeIlt 
~. To make clear that the C<'e'1asion has not detem1ned Wbat 
recceaendation :!.t will :make on this subject, to the Leg:!.slature. we 
:tncluded the folloW:!.Dg on the cover page ot the tantative recom­
lieJJdatiaru 

WAlIRllD: !l.'his tentative recCGI8ndatiOl'l is being distributed 
so that interested persons will be adviaed of the C~ssionts 
tentative concluaions arid can make their views k:no1In to tha 
COIIIIIission. A1J:J CCIIIIlIeJlts sent. to the Ccamission will be 
considered when the ca.ission detem'nea what rec ....... ndat:!.on 
it will JiIake to tha . -
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Mr. Martin , -2- July 18. 1966 

this tentative recomnendation is not necessarw the 
reccamenda.tlon the Commission will submit to L is-

Emphasis in original. 

In order to detezmine what changes should be made in the 
Fictitious Name Statute, the Commission solicits the coameuts of 
your organization. We also need the views of other persOllS 
and organizations and have requested caEElnts from the public 
agencies that now sdmini ster the law and would ~ister the 
draft statute in the tentative reccmmendation. credit bureaus. 
state agencies and others 'that use the fictitious name 1n:f'0~ 
tiOl'1. lawyers, and others. Obtaining the views of these persona 
and orgaliizations is IIll important step in the process ot preparing 
legislation on this subject. Only af't;er we have reci1ved and 
ccns1dered this infonnation will the Caunission dete:nnine what 
recClll!ll!lldation should be made to the 1967 Legislature. 

The Ccmmdasion' s study IIlld reCl"l!lJ"'Mldation will cover only 
the Fictitious Name Statute and will not include a atudy of any 
other publication requirements of tbe California law. Becauae the 
study is so limited, we had thought that we had provided sufficient 
tilDe so that interested persons and organizations could review the 
tentative reccmnendation and send us their views on what changes, 
if lIllY. a;oe needed in the existing law. Nevertbeless, because it 
is so imPortant that we have the views of' your organiZation and 
because you have l19t bad tilDe to review the lD&tter, we will deter 
consider1llS the ~nts and suggestions on this subject untU 

, our October meeting. But we must have your cClllllents not later tbllll 
October 1, 1966. We will need to make revisions in our tentative 
recClllllendation or to prepare an entirely new recOllllle11dation, and 
we·omuat have our printed report available tor the Legislat1lJ!8 and 
interested persons and organizations early in Januar,y 1967. (:r:t 
will take several months to have our report se'!; in type and printed.) 

The COIIIIlission was not pleased wi tb the situation (mentioned in 
your letter) that developed in the case of the recClllllendation on the 
newsman' s right to keep his news source confidential. :r:t was to 
avoid this kind of Situation that we pmpared and distributed the 
tentative recommendation to legal newspapers and other interested 
persons. We hope that all interested persona will have an opportunity 
to study the tentative recommendation long bef'ore the legislative 
session and sand us their views so that the recCllllllendation we 
p.l!leJ)are tor the Legislature will be one that takes into account the 
views of all interested persons and organizations. I cannot emphasiZe 
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too strongl,y that we sol.icit the views or your organization. I 
assure you that they will be given ca.reful cons1derati9I1 by the 
COIIIIIission before its recammendationto the Legislature is 
prepared. In fact. we would be pleased to have you appear at a 
Ccmm1ssion meeting to state your views and to answer ~ questiona 
the Ccma1ssion ma;r have before we dete1'llline what recamende.tion we 
will make to the Legisla.ture. (OUr meetings. however. a.re not 
"hearings". they a.rework sessiona. At the same tble. various 
interested persons and organizations have sent repre8eDtatives to 
our .meetings to observe the ~ssion in actiOlD, to ex:pand on 
their written camnents where additional oral presentation is 
Deated, and to provide the COIIIII1ssion with eJqIert intormatiOID 
where needed.) .' 

If your organization concludes that the publication require­
ment serves a useful purpose or that scme other fo1'l2l of publication 
would be useful, we would appreciate receiving your views on that. 
It would lLlao be helpful if you would comment on the statutory 
sch_ set out in the tentative rec.-.eMation, indicating Wbat 
cluulges should be .made and the reasons. 

.-

JliDtlb 

Sincerel,y , 

John H. ~ully 
Executive Secretary 


