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Minutes of
Californla Lew Hevision pommission
May 22, 1954, 10 A.M.
Offices of the 3tate PBar, 440 Rowan Eldg.

Los Angelss, Cealifornia

Pursuant to the c&ll of the Chairm&n, Thomsgs E, Stenton, Jr. the
Celifcrnie Law Revision Commission met at 10 A.M., Mey 22, 1954, et
the of ficee of the State Bar Iin the Rowan Building in Los Angeles,

PRESENRT :

Honorable Stanford C. Shaw, Assembly
¥Mr, John D, Babbage

Mr. Richard C. Fildew

Mr, Thomes E., Staaton, Jr,

Mr. John Harold Swan

Mr, Samuel D. Thurmean, Jr.

Mr, Ral ph H. Kleps

Mr. John R, McDonough, Jr., Executlve Secratary of the ommlaslon,
was &lso presant,

ABSENT :

ionoreble Jess R. Dorsey, Senate
Mr. Bert W. Levit

A motion was made by Mr, Babbage, seconded by ¥Mr, Fildew, &nd
unarfimously passed thet the minutes of the meetling of April 24, 1054
be approved. :

The Hkxecutive Secretery then reported that he had hired ¥iass

et the office of the Commlsslon at 8tenford., Mr, McDonough reporte
that Miss Pellicone seems to be In evary way very well qualiflied foj
the position end that sne has tis hlghest recommendatlons,

The kxscutive Secretary taen revorted thet the matter of furnisl

Full equlpment for tnree offlces has been ordered es well aa an
alectric typewriter and dlctatlng equipment snd office suppllies.

Commlssioner Snew tnen ralsed the question whether all members
the Commisslon could be 1lssued telephone toll credit cards for calls
in connection with thne business of the Commission similer to those
which have neen 1ssued to the Cnsirman, the Vice-Cheirman asnd the
Executlve Secreotery. Mr., Kleps azreed to inquire into this matter
upon his return to Sacramsnto, '

Florence Y. Pellliconse for the poslition of Senlor Stenographer-Glesrik.

and equipplng tne offices at Stanford hes gone forward in gocd ordeygEa
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The Commlission then turned to & consideration of two latters,
drafts of which were brought to the meeting by ths Executive Secretary,
One lstter is to be sent to membars of the Legislature md the other to
vearicus other persons in Califormmia, imluding Callfornia Judges,
msmbers of the Board of Governors of the 3tats Bar, stc, After full
discussion and conaldsrable revision the letters were approved, It
wes agreed that the several district attorneys and county oounsels in
Californie should be added to the list of addressees ol the lstter as
woll as the Attorney General of Californis, Mr, Shaw made a motion
which was seconded by Mr, Swan and unaenimously carried suthorising the
Cheirman or the Exesutive Secretary to enter into any appropriate
contrast providing for the wpiting of the letters in ths svent that 1t
turns out not to be posaible to have 81l of the letters written by the
stenographer of the Commisaion, ‘

The Executive Secretary then mede a report of hlas investlgation
with respect to the verious possible methods of heving research work
done for the Commission, He reported that several possibllitisa have
been canvassed: Civil Service, oontracts with Individuals, and contrasts
with institutions., He stated verious considerations pro end con with
respset to each of these methods, Hs then atated that it is his opinion
that the work on the preparation of the Agenda to be submitted to the
Legislature in Jsnuary, 1955 and the work on the Educatlon Code to be
submitted to the Legislature on the sams date could best be done under
sontrasts between the Commission and Stenford University.

The Executive Secretary then pleced before the Commissioners a
contrect which he had drafted to cover such an arrangenent with respect
to tne Bdusstion Code, Hs stated that this contrast had been discuased
with the peopls at Stanford snd also with repressntatives of the Clvil
Serviae Comaiasion md of the Director of Finanoe in Ssorsmnto and that
1t had besn tentatively approved by both groups. After full discussion
and some revisions of the Seoretary's dreft Mr, Fildew made a motion
which was seeonded by Hr, Swen snd unm {mously passed that the Chalrwam
of the Commission be suthorized to enter into a contrast with Stanford
University substantially similar to the contract submitted by the
Exscutive Sesretary which contract should limit py ments to bs made
to Stenford to $10,000 unless amother smount is agreed to in writing
by the psrties, _

[ S

The Exesutive Secretary then stated that he had drafted a simllar ey
contrast with Stsnford Univeraity sovering the work to be done on the .oyt
Agenda program of the Commission., After full discussion md soms ‘
revisions of the Sscretary's draft Mr, 3wan made 2 motion which was -~ T
seconded by NMr. Shaw snd unanimously passed that the Chsirmm of the o
Commission be authoriszed to execute a contract with Stanlord
subatantially similar to the contract submitted by the Executive Secretary,
which eontrast should limit payments to be made tc Stanford to §8,000
unless snother smpunt ${s agreedl to in writing by the partiss. It was
sgreed that effort should be made to obtain the funds to fiasmoe this
contrast from the money avellabls to the Commission prior to Jume 30
of this year,
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The Exeeutive Secretary ther reported that he had made a prelimimary
study of Assembly Conecwrrent Resolution No. 8 salling upon the Comaission
to make a study of certain seations of the Probate Code, tho Civil Code
and the Inheritance Tax Law., He stated that he proposes to gel in’ teuch
with Mr. Msstersen, the spomsor ef the resolmtion, to disemss with him
further precisely Ihai'- is desired, and that he will mpke a further repert
to_the Commission on this matier when he has this :ln:torm.tion.

The Executive Secretary then suggested the desirability of
establishing a small revelving fund to be used to defray minor expenses of

" _the Commiesion. This matter was discussed, and a metion then made by Mr. Swan,

secended by Mr. Babbage, and unanimously sed that a revolving fund for the
Law Revision Commission in the smount of $300 be established and that the
Executive Secretary be suthorised to sign shecks on the fumd.

The Chairman of the Commissien then stated that he had received a
letter from Mr. Cosscoe Farley, the Legislative Representative of the Jkate
Bar, advising that the Board of Gowermors of the State Bar had reguested
the Cemmission to include the subjeet of Imputed Negligensce as betwesn
Husband and Wife om its sgenda for study. After discussiocn a motion was
made, sesonded and unanimeusly passed that this matter be referred to the
Exeeutive Secretary for study and report.

The Chalywsm of the Cemmission then raised the gquestion whether sub-
comuittees shoulil De appointed at this time to supervise tie work of ths
Commission on thé Agenda and on the Edusation Code. After sems discussion
it was decided that it would be not nessssary to appoint such sub-ocmmitiess
now.

Thers being nco further busimess, the meeting was sdjourned at
3145 PM.
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